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LETTER I. 



Quid tibi pastores Libyse^ quid pascua yftrsiiy ^ 
Prosequar ; et raris habitata mapalia tectis ; 
Sepe dite^ nbctemqii^ et tolttin ex ordifie meustiiii 
Fascitar, itque peeus louga in deserta sine uHis 
Hospitiis ; tantum campi jacet omnia secum 
Armenfaj'ius Afer agit> tectumque^ laremqae ' , . 
A rmaque, Amyclseumque canem, Cressamqae pharetram 
NoQsiej^ils ac patriis acer Romanus in armis 
injusiO'is^fasce mm £dm carpi t ethoi^ti 
iiiXi\^ e^^pectatiim posilis stat in agmiBie' castris. 

, ViBG. Georg. 3. 



Preliminary Obstirvations — Geographical Deli- 
neations^-Description of Tripoli/^ Sfc. 

Tripoli/ in the West, 181 L . 
Refeatbd visits to t^his regency haviag ena- 
bled me to make some remarks on its present civil . 
aod political relations, I address them with plea- 
sure to you ; as, from our iirtimacy, you will, I 
am sure, . excuse my inaccuracies of style and 
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2 LETTERS FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

composition, while the facts adduced may be of 
ftiture utility to those of our friends who reside 
at Malta. 

Whether in a political or commercial point of 
vievy, Tripoly offers to the speculator* very solid 
and extensive advantages ; although it will doubt- 
less excite surprize, when L inform you, that not 
a single British merchant has formed any esta. 
blishment in the country, for a period of more 
than the last fifty years: this singular circumstance 
can only he imputed to the, unaccountable igno- 
ranbe in which we still remain, with respect to the 
cqafets of the regency ; for surely it cannot be sup- 
posed, that an English merchant would willingly 
sacrifice his health and property on the pestilen- 
tial shores of the Orinoco, while the fertile ^nd 
salubrious plains of northern Africa open to hipi 
such inexhaustible sources of wealth, » 

That part actually under the Bashaw's present 
dominion, extends from the island of Jerbi to^Cape 
Razatin, a line of coast eight hundted miles in 
length ; its interior extent is, however, owing to the 
frequent interruption of the deSert, extremely irre- 
gular : |;)ut along the whole coast, and for' sevei^l 
miles inland, it produces niany valuable articles of 
corrimerte, and is every where susceptible of the 
greatest improvement. There are, on different parts 
of the coast, many positions on which highly be- 
neficial establishments might be formed ; of these, 
and the places already but very imperfectly known 
to us, I shall attempt to give you a short descrip- 
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TJRJPOLy* d 

tion* Although geographers haye m^^e ]^o te* 
gular diyisaofi of Tripoly into provinces, there are 
four recognized by the government, vi^ ;-^Tlije 
Mediterranean and Maritime, on the sea-coast, an4 
those of Gariao an4 Messula^a in t^e interior* 
The first of these, beginnipg at Port Bomba in 
lat. 32*^ 17' north, and 93^ 20' east longitude, jeXr 
tends round the Fentapalis to the bottom of the 
Great Syrtis where the Phil^n^orum Arcs fire sup,^ 
posed to have beeln erected, and embraces the 
whoieof the ancient Cyrenaica^ now fcaUed Lybia** 

• ^ .■;.>■ ' ■ " "" — * •• • ' ■' 
* Th< Cyrenaica, so called from the (?ity pf Cjrcne, was also 
- depomi Dated Cbe Pentapolis, from the fire cities it contained, and 
wlfich for several centuries were in a most floiuii$hing condition. 
The successors of Batus, first king of this state, reigned for uj^ 
wards of threte b^indred years, after wbich period it^becan^e a 
commonwealth, atid had many sanguinary dispMtes with the ie« 
public of Carthage about the limits of their respective territories* 
The celebrated story of the ^r«P/iii<?norKW> as recorded by the an* 
€1 en t historians, is simply as follows : — ^Both nations being^nxious 
to establish a boundary, without any more bloodshed, it was mu- 
tually agreed, that two men sbould proceed on foot, from a certain 
pbiiit in each other's dominio&s, and that wHerever they met, was 
to be thp future frontier. Tbe Philseni, two brothers, having set 
out from the territory of Carthage, made such extraoi^oary ex<^ 
pedition, that they arrived at the bottom of the great Syrtis, 
before those of Cyi-cne had scarcely left the Pentapolis. The 
latter w€Te so affected by this unexpected circumstance, that they 
insisted on another trial being iDadcr adding, that if the Carthan- 
giaians agreed to it, they would willingly %v^i thems^elves to be 
bpried alive on the very spot upon which they might happen to 
arrive ; in the event of a refusal they insisted that the Cartha- 
ginians sfaoiild undergo the same fate : when these generous youths, 
apprehensive of some faihire in pase of a second attempt, and 
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'4 lETTERA FROM THE M^DITERR AKJEiU?. 

iPtje Maritime stretches froiii thence to tHe island 
of Jerbi, in latitude gS'^gy north, and longitude 
IP 38' east; Me^sulata and Garian are <iompre-. 
bended in an extensive tract of mountainous 
country, lying south-east of the capital, between 
tt and Fezzan, which is also tributary to Ws High- 
ifess the Bashaw. * 

The regency is bounded towards the east by the 
desert of Barca, on the south by Fezzan, and on 
the west by Tunis and the country of Dates, A 
reference to D'Anville's Ancient Geography will 
g)iew you, that this part of Lybia was formerly 
distinguished by five celebrated cities, viz. Arsi- 

^F^d by that love of coQ&tiy, which animated people in those 
days, determined to saciifice themselves forlthe public good^ an^ 
were acc<^ding]y immolated on th-e spot ! — The memory of these 
heroes was long dear to the CarthaginiaBS, who raised two splen-* 
did altars where the brothers were baried, and instituted annual- 
sacrifices and ganies to their manes* 

Whatever degree of probability this anecdote possesses, it 
sdems^tliat the Carthaginians never occupied any part of the 
Cyrenaica> it was also the first province Rome had in Africa* 
T^so's idea of the Cyrenaica is both just and very happily 
expressecU-*- 

Rodr e Creta contane i&verso '1 Polo 

Noh scernie r ^ pur lungo Africa sen Viene 

Sulmcjf.ciAte eff race, addentro solo ^ 

Fisrtildi mostri e d' inf<^conde arene* 

La marmarieajade; e rade il suelo 

Dove etpqile cittadi ebbe Cirene^ 

Qui Tolomita ; e pii. con V onde chete 

Senger si mint il fabuloso Lete. 

Gerusalemmey Lib, c* 1'5» 
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noe, Cyrene, AppoHoiiia, Ptolemais, aiid Beremqe; 
all of which, accordiiig to the same author, toge- 
ther with the id and of Crete, were converted into 
a Roman province, under the last sovereign of 
Egypt, Ptolemy, surriamed Api6n, who entered 
kito a league with; that power. The splendid 
remains of these places, which still attract the 
traveller's attention, added totbe amazing fertility 
of soil every where to be met with^ and facility 
of communication with the interior of Africa, are 
sufficient to prove that it must have been a coun- 
try of great opulence formerly, although now so. 
littk known or even thought of by Europeans, 

Port Bomba is formed ^by a cluster of i^niali 
islitf)ds, seven leagues east of Cape Razatin, Ihe 
Ras lathuc of atitiquity, possessing all the attri- 
butes of a safe and capacious harbour, capable of 
affording shelter to any number of ships, and sur* 
rounded by a fine country. Bomba is nearly des- 
titute of inhabitants, and seldom frequented except 
by the coasting vessels of the country and the " 
Bashaw's cruizers. The Paliurus of Pliny dis- 
charges itself into the sea a little to the eastward 
of Bomba,* but is now only an inconsiderable 
stream : from this place towards the Syrtis Major, 

*■ The Temple of Jupiter Ammoa and Foailtam 4>f the Sod, 
visited by Alexander the Great preyions to his jconquest of India, 
were, according to the anthority of Pliny, only four hundred miles 
from Cyrene; it would surely be worth the attention of some 
seciety to discover the site of that celebrated structure, if «ny 
farl of it still remains. . . . - :' 
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4 tETtERS FROM tJTR MEDITERRANEAN. 

the Ia:nd is high. There are several anchorages, 
although no harbour of consequence, tiflyou come 
to Bengali. Ddrnh^ with the slight alteration of 
Derne, its present name, is capital of the province, 
abd the seat of its government, which is generally 
ibtrusted to the Bashaw's eldest son, or some 
other officer enjoying his entire confidence. 

This town is situated close to the sea, fifteen 
leagues \<^est of Raxatin, and contains about sis: 
i;horu9and inhabitants: its defences consist of a 
decayed wall and old castle, mounting five pieces . 
'af cannon ; the garrison usually consists of two or 
three hundred Arabs. As to the surrounding 
dduntry, it is equal to thd finest in the regency ; 
9i)d tliough but a very limited space stbout the 
tawn is cu It ivMed, the inhabitants are abundantly 
lupplied with every necessairy of life, besides being 
enabled, when permitted, to export large quan- 
tities of cattle, The bay is exposed to easterly 
jjnd northern winds, but has excellent anchorage, 
and «hips of any class may approach near the 
ihdre^ it being very bold. It is important to ob-f 
serve, t^at vessel^ pjjssing by Derne may obtain 
supplies of water, and fresh provisions, at a very 
trifling expehse ; and Lord Keith's fleet received 
supplies from this place during the memorable 
campaign of Egypt, The French government, 
nw^H ofthe itriportanceof Derne, sent Gantheaume 
with his squadron, and a. body of troops, there, in 
|799» to disembark them for the purpose, as he 
Informed the Governor, of reinforcing the army of 
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TRlPOLY, 7 

Buonaparte in Egypt; but his request was no}^ 
acceded to, owing to the jealousy of the Bashaw.; 
and the French admiral did not think it prudeot 
to force 9. landing. What his real views were it is 
difficult to conceive ; but several parsons b^r^ 
entertain no doubt whatever, that they emr 
braced something more than a desire o£ merely 
passing through his Highnesses territory. I r^ret 
particularly that the French soldiers were not per- 
mitted to land, a^, whether intended to fprm a 
permanent establishment there, or proceed to 
Alexandria, their visit would have led to. the dia«> 
covery «f many interesting facts relative to a 
country, as yet unexplored by modern travellers; 
and they would have most probably paved the 
way for a British colony long before now. From 
Derne to ^eogazi, a distance of one hundred and 
fifty miles, there are no obstacles to obstruct the 
navigator : the principal landing places between 
them are Teukera, tbe Arsinoe of antiquity ; 
Marsa Suza, formerly Apollonian and the grand 
port of Cyr^nc, which, according to Pliny, was 
eleven miles from tbe sea. Here ships may 
anchor with great safety, though both plaeea are 
nearly without any inhabitants, except tke honks 
of wandering Arabs who occasionally visit them. 

Bengazi, the ancient Berenice, and where tbe 
poets of Greece placed the celebrated gardens of 
the Hesperides, contains 6ve thousand inhabit- 
ants, has an excellent harbour for ships* of two 
hundred tons burthjen, and is defended by a wall 
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8 LETTERS FROM THE MEI>lTERRANEAy. 

and castle rteat the sea, upon which eigtit goi!^ 
are mounted. This pkce, so celebrated in anti- 
quity, arid the chief emporium of thi8 Pentapolisj 
is even now particularly worthy of attention, a»^ 
frdm its local advantages, and being surrounded 
with a most luxuriant country, we may still hope 
to see it, at some future period, regain a portion 
of its former splendouF. It has lately been fre-. 
quented by a number of vessels from Malta, 
under the English flag; and is th^ only point in' 
that part of the reg<ency from whence the Bashaw 
wiffers exports to be shippe^. There arei some 
quicksands in the vicinity of the harbour, ^\*hich . 
render the approach sometimes rather dangerous^ 
however, very few accrdcnts have happened', and 
there are pilots always ready to conduct ships in. 

From Bengasri, along the whole coast, and in 
many parts of the interior, several fine specimen^y 
of Greek and Roman architecture are to be seen. 
I am sorry that the celebrated Mr. Bruce had not 
sufficient time to remain in this part of Africa 
previous to his departure for Egypt. As it was, 
he seems to. have been very active during his 
short stay theie, as will be seen by the following 
^KtP9^t from the Introdwctioh to hifip- Travels, 
which serves to shew hctw much might haye beep 
expected from his further researches. '^ Ap- 
proaching now the sea-coast, I came to Ptolemais, 
the work of Ptolemy Phrladelphus, the walls and 
.gates of which c)ty are still entircw There is a 
prodigious number of Gr^k inscriptions, but 
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there remarn only a few columns of the portico 
of an Ionic temple, ^n the first manner of exe-" . 
cutingthdt order; an^ therefore, slight as the 
retziaius are, they are treasures in^the history of 
architecture, which are worthy to be preserved; 
these are in the King's collection, with all .their 
jKirts that could be recovered^*'* I anati&virprizedj^ 
that Mr. Bruce did not point' oat the utility df^ 
excavating the places he passed^ through ; shoul4 
the British government be induced to. encourage 
that pursuit, I have no. doubt but that a xli%eat 
search for statues, andoth^r remains of antiquity, 
in the Cyirenaica, would be crowned with incre- 
dible succ^« In fact, the whole coast and inte- 
rior present an inexhaustible field of research to 
amatcmrsv , . . _ 

From fiengazi, the Guff of Sydra,. or Syrtis 
Major, commences, and forms a semicircukir line 
of coast, nearly four hundred miles iq length -to 
Cape Mesurate, fwmerly Caphai^e. The ls]id> 
round the Gulf is very low, and the pilots of thi% 
place assert^ that there are several parts of it where 
»hips of isiny class might anchor in perfect saiety 
diifiog the heavy north-easterly gales, which some-* 
times prevail daring the winter. We are, however^ 

* Page 46, It is surely a desideratum that the drawings 
nmde in this part of Africa by Mr. Bruce should be giye^i to the 
jmblic. See his ^troduction, in which is the account of bis 
JQurfiey through Tunis and Tripoly ; the whole i& highly iiite^ 
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10 LETTERS FROM THE. MI^DITERRANEAN. 

completely ignovaot of their situation, and every 
other circum$tai>ca *el3tive.to it« navigation, as it 
is ever represented as^ coveted with dangers. Here 
also the traveller's admiration is often excited by 
the appearance of several fine .ruins, particularly 
those of Macomades Syrti$ near Cape Sort,, and 
many others. 

The inhabitants who live on the shores of the 
Syrtis Major, consist of Arabs, who are scattered 
about \si small bodies of two and three hundred 
each ; they ar« influenced in their choice of situa- 
tion, by the local advantages of the country, and 
only prevented from forming thenaselves into larger 
communities, by the Bashaw's severity and fre- 
quent acts of violence towards them.*. 

A Sicilian slave who.aecompanied the Ba$baw 
in one of his predatory expeditions against the 
Arabs ia ISIO^ has informed me, that £Jt)oiit one 
day's journey into the interior from the south- 
easterly extremity of the SyKtis, he saw the remains 
of a very Urge ciity, great part of which were in 
a state of high preservation. 

This neighbourhood was formerly in habited by 
thsi Nasumones and Lotophagi^ a people famous 
for their savage mode of life and piracies. They 
are often noticed by the poets of antiquity. Lucan 
speaks of them in the following elegant terms : 



* It U generallj thought by bistoiians, that the Cartbajg^niaiib 
never extended tjieir conquests beyond the Syrtis Major. 
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l^bc tarn segDe solum raras tamen e&s^iit herbal 
Quas Nasamon g:eiis dura lefit, q«i prcmima pontQ 
Nndus rnra tenet, qcem mundi Barbara danu^ia 
Syrtis alit ; nam littords populator arenis 
imminet, et nulla portus tangeute carina 
Kovit opes. SJic cum toto comi^ercia mundo 
Naufragiis Nasainones habeiit. 
Regna videt pauper JNasamoD errahtia yento 
Discussasque domos. Volitant k ctdtbine raptse 
Detecto Garamante cas89. 

Festus Avienus, another of the Latin poets, gives 
the following lively picture of the Lbtpphagi« 

Hanc rursUm gens late prisca virorum 
Lotophagi includont. Durosque Nasamonas indi 
Accipe, queis quoiidai)(i populorum examina molta. 
Veraaverse solan]f> mnltae soiiiiere per agrot, . 
BalatTi pecttdes : nunc lati jagera campi 
£t gre^e ouda jaceot, et »mt cultoribus orba. 

Notwithstanding the encouragement given by. 
the African Society to those meritorious indtvi-* 
* duals who have been enterprising enough to pene« 
tmte into the interior of this interesting continent,, 
their success has hitherto been comparatively^ 
limited, and the fate of the unfortunate Mr. Park 
cannot be too deeply lamented ; for had that justly 
celebrated traveller survived his late journey, he 
would doubtless have communicated to the pUblio 
many higiily important discdveries. 

While so manyjaudable attempts are making to 
explore and iestablish ourselves in countries, from 
which infinitely fewer advantages can be derived, 
jt is most singular, that this part of Africa should 
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J2 LETTERS FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN. * 

have been so entirely neglected for a period of 
mbre than thirtjf^ years, during which no attempt 
wbatevefiias been made to enlarge our knowledge 
of iia^ 'geography or resources. I am, however, 
induced to believe, that bur mode of sending tra- 
vellers abroad, at the charge of private societies, 
instead of the government, is a serious defect, and 
often the cause of their failing. The importance 
and increased degree of confidence inspired by the 
patronage of government is great ; and the stimulus 
430 discharge a public duty cannot be equally called 
forth OP excited by any private assoqiation, how- 
ever refepectable ; nay, it sometimes hiippens, that 
tfeere is a scarcity of funds for tlie object in view. 
This was strongly exemplified oh the occasion to 
windh I am now abmit to atludei, thai of the Afri- 
can Institution, established in 1788, and of which 
too Tftuch cannot possibly be said in praise, as its 
fwfftation seems to have embraced every object, 
wiiether of a political or commercial nature, and 
dbfes the "* highest honours to its members. It^ 
early progress was, however, marked' with that sort 
6f apathy, which hvtt too frequently awaits thd 
greatest designs, particularly those calculated to 
promote the interest of humanity ; and in order to 
explore an unknown continent the first subscrip- 
tions did not exceed the siim of 4i^0 pounds ! — 
With this scanty pittance scarcely suflSicient to pro- 
vide for a person*s wants before he left the Britiftb 
capital, *it yt^as resolved to commence the grwl 
work of penetrating the interior of Africa, 
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For this purpose, the QuXevpt'^ing Ledyard^ and 
Mr. Lucas, late consul geneml «it this place, wer^ 
selected by the society as prope^r per^ions to under- 
take two of the most iuteresting journeys liitherto " 
attemjjted by any English travellers* The former 
landing at Alexandria was dip^?ted to proce^ to 
Cairo, and thence to accompany one of the cara- 
vans into Nubia, ftom whence he was to cross the 
whole continent in a western direction, and re-em- 
bark at Sierra. Leone, Poor Ledyard, the most 
spirited traveller of modern times, deserved a better 
fate ; for having been unexpected! j( .4eiayed.fer 
soine months iit Cairo, where niany obstacles were 
thrown in the way of his intended journey, he 
cootraeted a bilious djsordjer, which C9Tri#d him,9ff 
in a short time. Thus were his patrons deprived 
of an invaluable acquisil^, and the objects of«hi^ 
mission totally frustrated, before, it had scarcely 
commenc«ii. Mr. Ledyard^s. ipquiries at Grand 
Qmvo yrere however atten.ded \yt.hcoii%id^r^ble 
-success, as . he. ascertained that ^ constant and . 
almost regular ooranounicatioQ is kept up between 
that place and Sennar, the capital of Nuljxia; as 
also, with several other parts of Africa, particularly 
F^zzan and Tombuctop.* , ..♦,.. 

-. . . . f .:-. ' . /> -v. J ' • 

* The caravau from Cairp.to.Fezzau performs its journey ip 
fifty days/ and from Fezzan to Tombuctoo in ninety ; they travel 
k6out twenty miles sT-day, >^hich makes the distance ^roni Cairo ' 
to Fezzan IfiQO milcS,* and from Fezzan to Tombuctoo 1,806, 
frompQairo to SemijBirit is 6Q0« — Vide Mtfdern Traveller, vol. ii., 
part 14» 
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Mr. Lucas's attempt, though equally ineffec- 
Uial^, ^ave rise, however, to a small w6rk pub- 
lished eoon after, on his return to England, and 
founded on the information he received from soijie 
fravf 11 ing companions and from the Governor of 
Mesurata, where his labours, as an African explorer, 
seem to have began as well as ended. 

Being sent out with orders to go from this place 
4;o Fezzan, and from thence on toTomhuctoo and 
*he Gold Coasts he, arrived here in October, 
17S8, and shortly after accompimied a small cara- 
van on its way to Fezzan : but having reached 
Cape Mesurata, it was discovered, according to 
Mr. LucysVown account, that the disturbed state 
of the country rendered it impMsible for him to 
proceed anyiUrther; he therefore relinquished the 
scheme for that time, lilit determined not to re- 
turn home without some materials for his em- 
ployer's gratification. He collected several very 
interesting particulars, many of which are so ap- 
plicable to the object of this letter, that I have 
been induced to transcribe a tew for ybur informa- 
tion, although the whole account is recommended' 
to your perusal, and very well calculated to excise 
the further curiosity of the British government in 
making future researches.* 

* Of Fezzan, the Phazania of the Romans, Mr. (.ucas speaks 
ii^ the following terms : — " The kingdom of Fezzan is situated 
«outb of Mesurata. From Mesurata, through districts little 
inhabited or cultivated, but not naturally Unfertile, it is eight 
days' journey to Wadaw, where every refreshment for a cftravan is 
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- On the western side of the Syrtis there is a 
Jake mentioned by Strabo, at present called. La 
Suca, which is now one of the most produ<Jtive 

"""""^ ' ' " \ 

to be pK>eUreti. In five hours the traTeJler arrives at the com- 
mencement of the desert of Spudah ; four days are requisite to 
cross this desert^ it contains no water ; the basis of its soil is a 
soft stone, and it produces no vegetable but the kali. The 
traveller rests at Zeghen, which only affords dates of the worst 
quality, and some Indian com called gassob ; from whence, in one 
4ay, he arrives at Sabbab, probably the Saba of antiquity , wbtre 
are to be^seen the remains of an ancient castle and Qther ruins, 
which equal in extent those of I,ebida. The neighbouring fields 

' abound with rich vegetation; sheep ^nd domestic poultry are 
very numerous. In four dayS| over a similar country, the tra- 
veller reaches Mourzouk, the capital of Fef zan. Mourzouk is 
surrounded with a high wall, and has thr^e gates, at whijph a tas^ 
on a^^cHKJL^, provisions excepted, is (^cdlected qn their entering 
the town, it is situated pn the banks of a sn^ll river, but con- 
tains namerous springs and wells ; it was formerly biiilt with 
stone, and the vast ruins of ancient edifices form a striking con- 
trast to the humble cottages of earth and sand of its present 
inhabitants.; it is about 300 miles nearly southward of Mesu- 
i-^ta.*' . -i ■• . 

^^ Eastward of Mourzouk the town of Zuila is situated; it 
contains considerable remains of ancient, buildings, cisterns, and 
vaulted caves. Jermah is situated southward of Zuila, and also 

> contains numerous majestic fuins^ with varions appropriate in- 
scrtptioBSb 

*'Tessouwais a considerable town eastward of Mourzouk, near 
which a river of a deep and rapid course has lately been over- 
whelmed by the moving sands, More remote, in a north-east 
direction, is Temissa, where the caravan of pilgrims from 
JBom u .and Nigritia, which sets out from Mourzouk, purchase 

* AkhxsiUgh Mr. JJ'Anvaie does not mention the capital of Phazania, 
Monnovlc 19 doubtless bttUt on its site. 
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9aiines in the Mediterrsftean, both as to the qiiai!- 
4aty <^oMected, «nd goodness of .it? quality. The 
Venetians were, foimerly, entirely supplied from 

' Mn . 'V i ■■ . ■.■■ - ■ »■■. ■■ 1 .I-. -■' ■ ■ • ■II. ■■■ M il ■—> .i " iiia.li I li ■. > ■■■ I ■ !!■ >» ■ 

provisions for their journey to Cairo," &c. A number of other ob- 
servations relative to the commerce, manners, and customs of tlie 
country, occupy the concluding part- of Mr. Lucas's third chap- 
ter : he has, however, made a few remarks on the governmeut and 
lawsofFezzan, which deserve to be transcribed, and prove that 
these people, unaided by science or education, entertain ideas 
npfio. legislation and religion, that would not discrei^t the most 
enlightened countries of Europe. 

<c Xbe FesEzaners are rigid,^ but not intolerant MahootMAS. 
Their government is nqpnarchical, but the king uses his autho- 
rity to promote the happiness <tf his peopl^; th^ rights of pro- 
petty are revered, the taxes are moderate, and justice is admi- 
nistered by a firm and temperate hand ; consequently, the 
inhabitants of F«zzaii are affectiosately attached to their sove« 
reigii." And in another place, ** The just and impartial^ but 
severe and determined, administration of justice, « of the theii , 
King of Fezzan, was frequently described to Mr. Lucas, by his feK 
low traveilei-s. The following custom, proves the singular respect 
with which he is esteemed' by his people r if 9 man, having 
injured' another, refutes to go before the judge; the plaintiff 
draws a circle round him where he stands, and solemnly charges 
hinl, in tfab king's name, not to leave the place until the officer 
of justice, in search of whom he is going, shall arrive ; and such 
is the defendant's fcaf of punishment for disobeying ihe injanc^ 
tlon, or so gr^at his dread of perpetual banishment by with*- 
drawing from the kingddm, that he t^ubmissively waits. In his 
imaginary prison, the arrival of the officers ! - 

"Offences are punished according to their magnitude, by thr 
bastioado, iiaes, iqpipdsonment, or death, the shereefs (priests) 
Me sonsetimes punished^ chiefly by dbhonour ; but the indignitjr 
they esteem most reprdachAtl; is that of having dost tfaroWA«|IOti 
their heads." • ' ' t 
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Tthis place, hnt it is now very seldom freqj^ented 
except by the natives, '^ho are emtbied tolotd 
their largest vessels without bei^ put to any 
other expense thaa that of payiog a i^all duty to 
the Bashaw. At Cape Mesurata, twelve leagues 
north of La Suca, tberfe is a large village ; and 



The fourth and fifth chapters of jku Lucas, in which, from 
the same authority, he proceeds to give an account of the 
Zabara, €ashna> and Tombuctoo, are particularly well worth a 
perosaJ, and it is much to be regretted, that be did Hot arail 
himsUf of the offer of his companion Shereef Mohammed, of 
whom Mr, , L. procured so much , useful information — for hi one 
part of his book there is this observation : ''The Shereef Mo- 
hammed considered travelling iiv this part of Afiica as attended 
with little danger; and cheeifullj proposed to conduct Mr. 
Lucas through Fe«zan andCasbsav across the Niger, to Assentee, 
which iNki^^is .Oil the cokst of the Ghrv^Boiuu*' I eatinot heipr. 
i^ejpealiflg: my suiprize, tha^. considering the many advantages 
we possess of pending political and commercial agents abroad, 
particularly in Africa, we should still be so very iga^^ant of 
thi^ country, which was formerly so great an acquisition to the 
Komm empire; in fact, if the accounts of Ptolemy and Pliny 
are to be audited, there must attU be Uie remains of at least 
fifty cities and tswni batwean the Lessfer %rtis, Cydanns,* and 
PortBomba. We are also informed by. the saaie writers^ that the 
Roman arms, under Balbus the Younger, f were extended much 
farther than Cydamus to the Garamantes and Tabidium^ where 
cdouies were established, and large dtiea built. 

• Now Ghadames, two hunted and fifty miles south of Tiipcly. 

f- l%iia vtctoHous general Was bora at Gades, a citypf ^TripblU, and rcnaatk- 
able as Ac first Barbarian honoured with the triuiiipliant chariot by the 
Bomansi He fiourishid in the briUSant seiga of Augustas ; and m adfittm ao 
4Mh« fiunpis, both he and his uiipte. were dedhitd free citiaeas of Ibe empire 
byihtt celdirated patron of merit, 

VOL. n. c ' ' 
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witbiaafew iqile^^of t^eCape, ap oldit^aiitlei with- 
Qut guns, where the Goy^Tnor ^^Mesurata resides: 
th^e are n umerous tribes of A.rabs^ called Gooardi, 
^iviog in the neighboarhood. / The road jfrom thi^ 

^place to Tripoly, a distance of on€ hundred and 
ftfty miles, runs generally in a line with the sea 
coast, and is much frequented ; and the anchorage 
under Cape Mesurata, is very excellent in west- 
.|Brly winds. From this place, the land decreases 
m height, till you come within forty miles of 
, Tripoly ; it then continues very low as far as the 
kjand of Jerbi, 

Ninety miles west of Mesurata, are the remains 
of a reno>Vnedcity, the Leptis Magna of antiquity,* 
said to be founded by a colony of Phoenicians ; 
aad which paid to the government of Carthage 
a daily tribute of one talent, {£s60). It is also 
celebrated for having been the birth-place of 
the Roman emperor Severus, who died at York. 

The following short description of these intetesyt- 
log ruinSt communicated to me by a friend, vfho 
passed thr«e days on the spot, may serve, in the 
absence of a mbre detailed account, to afford you 
spme gratification. *' Theroad from Tripoly to Lebi- 
da, leads through Tajoura, and is, in some places, ra-, 

, ther circuitous. Cropping w^hat the Arabs denomi- 
nate the five Jlivers, which are,^ in feet, nothing more 

' than , conduits foi: the , torrents of winter, and 

■ ■-•■"■ ' - ■ . - ■ i --''•_ 

♦ 

* £a (Leptis) singttU iu dies talenta^ Toctigal Carthajiniensibas 
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^ftiiiviog at the biKseof the MesurMa mountams, 
>you. torn to the left, and pMd through the- villages 
^f Lagarta, Matg^hoot, and Sidi Benger, leavitig 
those of Tumbrak and Saleen to the westward. 
A considerable portion of this road runs through ' 
an'uhculttvated country; till it turns near the 
^noun tains, where there are numerous hordes of 
the Gooardi Arabs. The extensive ruins of Lep- 
tis Mt^na are situated close to the sea, which 
appeam to have made some eDcroachments on a 
part of them ; those which I saw, extend about 
three miles in length southward, and nearly tsvo* 
in breadth. The bed of a river runs from the 
Ojountains directly through the ruins, which con- 
sist of gateways, walls, an immense number of 
pillars, some Of which are of the finest graiiite, 
broken statues, and marbles with inscnptions, in 
Greek, Latin, and Punic cbairacters ; together with 
tbe remains of an aqueduct. There are also a 
fppesA many sculptured frieze^, which app^r to 
liave belonged to some temples ; the remains of 
geveral Roman baths are visible near the city ; 
and I observ^dy about a mile from the ruins, an 
oblong terrace of fine Roman pavement, of con- 
siderable extent ; several ruins about this place 
evidently denotied that it must have been the site 
4E>f a theatre. There am the remains of a lat^ge 
edifice close to the sea, which appears to haVe 
. been a species of fortification. Cameos, coins, 
aLedaU^ and bronzes, are frequently found at Lep- 
tii^by th^ Arabs, who sometimes take them to the 

cS ■ 
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Le9fit»\ &3fr 9ale» but as often destmy tlusm^ from 
•nmtives of T9iiper»titfoi». To the amateur, for 
.fnatiqae researcfaesi there csMdnot be^a.greatec in- 
dcrmineiit for exeavating. at this place, than that 
dlHteiT e^brts wouM mostasauredlybe attendeid witli 
the greatest mcoess ; for, in their own languqge, 
it iB'YVB^ gfottBd) as, with the exception of a 
few of the fine ^nite pillars, ta^en ayiray more 
thail a century ago to -ornament a palace of Lewis 
the Fomrteenth, this place has scarcely ever beqh 
viaitied by any European travellers. 

The tinitsof this communicatipn, preclude the 
^possibility <)f my transcribing for your amusenient, 
any of the numerous and gurious inscriptions I qo.-" 
piedyduringmy stay at the abovesp9t. Astothesitp 
iohoaen for this city, it could not possibly have 
been i^i^ore beautiful; the ground, from the ruins 
rises in a slopiBg direction towards the Mesur^ta 
mountains, only five miles inland, and which 
afford^ moat charming prospect ; the surrounding 
qsuntry bears' very considerable marks of cultiva- 
tion, and by what I could collect from the country 
people, the climate in that part of the regency is 
tnUy enviable**'* 

* Of Leptis, Mr. Lucas ^ves the foUowing account. 

^ Here stand libe reRiaioS"of ibetawaof Ltflada;'lliej^>coa^ 
Vist of the niius of a telaple and several triunipfaal lochesw The 
fertility and beauty of the neighbouring ffains disoorer the 
reasons which induced the Romans to erect a sefti^t^ toprn In a 
]Mce Where ihMt is noti^ttiKral'hajpbottr; a iBxariiiat ngrlrtii*; 
totally unaided by the And) inhabitants, extends for fiw^-aBd* 
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*" Leaving tfefe pla«, and pursaing your course 
westward, there are oo objeeU worthy of parti- 
cular attention, if we except sereral ruined lofraes, 
and a Few inconsiderable viHagM. T^joura^* with- 
in ten miles ofTripdIy, is a large and populoua 
tillage^ with a good summer road^-atead for skip- 
ping. The people of this place are supported by 
cultivation, and .^end large quantities of poultry, 
fruit, and vegetables, to supply the capl^L From 
Tajoura to Tri poly the country assumes a most 
agreeable appearance, being like a continuedgardeii 
all the wajT ; the road is also tolerably good. 

Tripoly, the capital, and iEo of antiquity, is 
situated in latitude 39^ 54^ north j longitude 13^ 18' 
east, and built on a neck of land, which proje<u> 
a short distance into the sea. ' It is surro^unded by 
a high wall, flanked with six bastions. There ate 
two gates, one on the south; and the other to- 
tvards the port on the east ; the Bashafw's castfe 
istands on the south-east quarter -of the town ; to- 
Vr&rds the north, which flanks the harbdur, there 
is a semicircular battery of two tiers, mounting in 
all twenty pieces of heavy cannon ," this conltnu^- 
nicates with the city by a mole, on which tw«ive 



tweskpf miles to tbs eastwaiil, and. the beamty of the cH^ne it 
ino^esuiedi % the ramains of a stupeadovs aqueduct, which conr 
sieyed wstec to LeUda from a distant |»oi4«" 

* "Qm BfiOtheKof Heyiadu BaeM^, eanianied CachanjUahlo by 
ttefiiuqpaajrds^mijtctlehiat^ ConttHV^mNPfrsi^ftor of Tai^Bia 
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Hiore hvge guns are placed ; another battery, of 
eight guhs, is connected with the laitter, and ex- 
tends southward ; on the west there is a fort built, 
b^it owing to its being insulated during the lieavy 
wjnter gales, no guns are kept thcte ; it is con* 
uected with the city by a small mole, half jv mile 
east of the castle : and on the beach there is a bat- 
t<H*y, of eight guns, called the English fort ; it com- 
mands the harbour, but is open on the land side. 

The castie is an irregular and extensive scjuarc' 
p.ile ; when viewed from the pojrt, it has a very 
respectable appearance. It has one grand • en- 
trance, and two sally points ; the former is towards^ 
the town, and one of the latter communicates with 
v^^ dock yard, which runs along the northern sidd 
of the castle, the other looks towards the country. 
The ramparts are very high, and well stpcked with 
brass cannon, yet it is not considered as by any 
means fit to resist the attack of a British naval 
force, although the Americans, when at war v^rith 
his Highness, in 1804, did not make any serious 
impression on it; against the assaults of Moors and 
Arabs it is justly thought to be impregnable. The 
state hall in the court, near the entrance^ is a very 
elegant room, both from its shape and structure ; a 
handsome throne is placecj at the extremity oppo- 
site the (doors, and on each side are pillars of dark 
piarble, which give this apartment a very pretty 
effect. The present B^haw has constructed an- 
other beautiful apartnient, where he usually re- 
ceives the consuls and naval officers of Europetui 
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powers. There is nothing else very attractive 
within its walls, as the whole ' is divided into 
courts, passages, bouses, apartments irregularly 
piled OQ each other, ^nd stables without order 
or distribution. The harbour of Tripoly, though 
not very spacious, is perfectly safe throughout 
the year, and capable of containing a large fleet 
of merchant ships; small frigates, whose draught 
of water does not exceed eighteen feet wateV,* 
may also ride there in perfect safety.* It is 
formed by a reef of rocks, which run in an 
eastern direction from the northern extremity of 
the town ; although this affords the greatest. shelter 
to ships during the prevalence of north-east gales, 
the only wind injurious in Tripoly, it might,.at a 
very trifling expense, be converted into a capital 
pier, wiach, together with the construction of a 
light-bouse, would render the port uncommonly 
good. The idea has often been suggested to his 
Highness the Bashaw, but I apprehend its execu* 
tion is reserved for some more public spirited period 
than the present. It very frequently happens that 
m^chant vessels are driven to ^eewa^d of Malta in 
winter, when it is often difficult to make that 
island ; in these cases they might, with the utmost 
propriety, take shelter here, as^ in. westerly gales' 
the anchorage is gooci, not only in the harbour, 
but two miles off the town. 

The caravanseras, mosques, houses of the dif- 

-* His Majesty's ships Winchelsea andltis, both fiigates, were 
at afi anchor in the harbour for some weeks, in the year 1794, 
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fejQ^ciWflpls and higher classes of the inhabkaate, . 
iQ Tripoly^ ar,e usually built of stoae, and regu- 
laFly wbite-wwhed' twice a*year. The d welliags 
of the louver arders are. fabricated of eaijth, small - 
stonesi ^od lAortdr ; tbey are all of a squaie foraa, ; 
with a court in the centre, and Rever nipre thartH 
OQe story high; ,the court is generally pa^^ H'ith 
!N|^l^tese #£one^ which has made that an article ot^ 
considerable commerce here. rTbe roofe of >tbe 
' houses being perfectly flat, serve the purpose ofaii .. 
agreeable promenade ; as also tOtr<&cigive the raii» : 
water, which ^ descends through. the pipes i^to , 
cisterns constructed below, for its reception* The- 
private houses; with the exceptic^ of those whiqfi 
belong to foreign consuls, have no windows to-^. 
wards the street ; the better sort of houses consist 
of^two stories, and are by no means ^o sumptuous ^ 
as those of Tunis or Algiers, being destitute of all . 
ornament, and very rarely furnished with more 
than c;arpets and a few cushions. Baz^s, or 
market-places, occupy a considerable portion of the 
city, and are kept in excellent drder. The new 
baz^c^as not been long built ; it is a very spacious 
and airy building with an arched roof, whkh affi>rd& 
shelter in winter^ and shade during the inte^nse heat 
of summer. It is appropriated exclusively to the 
sale of woollens^ Levant; . produce, and <9lavea 
brought from the interior, particularly those of 
Bprnou and Tombuctoo,^ . - . 

Of the several mosques, the only one woiLth 
particular notice, here is that which, fronts the , 
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Bfisfescw's c^astle ; it wti» buih in the reign of HaiMC^ 

bead of ^he Caramaiii family^ ^oid is a very ele^nt 

structure of ^its kind. As the town is occasionaMy 

subject to a scarcity of water in sutmner, (the 

Baiiiaw having, for political motives, destroyed an 

sMfiieduct, which fonnerly conveyed an abundant 

supply from a spring outside the waUsi) there are 

only two public l>aths in Tripoly; the higher 

ckssesiiave, however, a small one* generally attach* 

ed to their bouses. The public one intended* for 

naales is very |ieat and spacious ; the dome is per-* 

foMLt^d with small holes to admit the vapour with 

which thebath is heated, and in the centre there is a 

laige marWesfab, upon which bathers recline ; after 

being well rubbed with gloves made of rou'gh 

serge,, and having their Umbs stretched, they are 

Vashed^ and then retire to a coffee room, which 

(coinmuaicates with it through a ' long passage. 

There is another public bath of a. description 

similar to the above, but exclusively appropriated 

fm tt0 use of females. 

i^tte'can be said in fevour of the inns at Tr^- 
poly, although they answer all the purposes of coik« 
vekievipe to the country people. Th^re are one 
public and severaf private c^ravanseras in the 
towii^ These buildings differ in no great degree 
fio&mr pjther houseS) ^cept from the great number 
of apartments they generally contain ; the upper 
roons^ are usually fitted up for the reception of 
yi^iaora^ while those bejbware reserved ibr mer- 
clmtidiise and stabling. The regulations esta- 
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Wished at the public irm are highly creditable to 
the governinent, and might be adopted with ad- 
vantage in more civilized countries than this. An 
officer of the Bashaw is invariably stationed at 
the Skeepar or porch of the building, who re- 
gisters every article that enters or goe's out,^and is 
completely answerable for losses of every kind that 
may take place within. For this useful precau- 
tion, a trifling pecuniary consideration is exacted 
from every visitor. Of European taverns there 
are three, kept by a Maltese, Spaniard, and French- 
man, under tbe protection _of their respective con- 
suls, but neither of these are remarkable for clean- 
liness or other comforts. 

In point of tranquillity and cleanliness, Tripoly 
might be taken as a model by some Europew 
towns in the Mediterranean ; and though it ppS** 
sesses neither t4ie elegance nor regularity of Va» 
letta, you ntrver hear of acts of violence being 
committed in the streets, and robberies are alto- 
*rethcr unknown. This is the result of a well 
jregulated police, for which all the towns of Bar- 
bary are very remarkable ; for, independent of a 
nightly patrole, there is a guard stationed in each 
street, who is responsible for whatever may occur 
in it of an improper nature. There iS) besides, 
always a number of people kept for the express 
purpose of sweeping the town ; a precaution of 
the greatest utility, and to which, amongst oihers, 
we may attribute the health generally enjoyed by 
the inhabitants. 
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The 'Chief specimen of asitiquity to be seen 
in this place is a superb triumphal arch, built of 
fine marble, -and otnamented with several has ^ 
reliefs, inscriptions, &c, : it was erected in the 
reign of Pius Antoninus, by the consul Scipio 
Oefiritus, The greatest part of this beautiful mo- 
nument is buried in the earth, tvhich reaches 
aearly to the middle of it, and the upper part is 
unfortunately mutilated : enough, however, re- 
mains to excite both curiosity and admiration; 
afid should any future traveller be induced to 
examine it more particularly, his labours 'wiH 
doubtless be amply repaid by the relies to be 
gained in its vicinity. 

A more fertile or luxuriant countrj'' than that 
which is seen in the immediate neighbourhood oT 
this city cannot he imagined. Leaving the gate^ 
-which opens on the land side, the prospe^jt on 
every side is extremely gratifying; eountry- 
houses, Extensive pleasure-gardens, groves of 
orange-trees, and innumerable fountains, together 
with the incessant progress of vegetation, form an 
assemblage of rural beauty here, which is very rarely 
to be met with any where. The fairy scene does s 
not, however, reach more than five miles inland, 
when nothing but an immeasurable waste of sand 
isf presented to the eye, and forms a striking con- 
trast with the cultivated fields to whose edges it 
approaches. It should be obsepved, that a want 
of indtistry^ and proper encouragement ffom the 
Tripoline government, are the only reaions why 
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mores of the desert lis not cultivated and inclosed ;- 
ITS ii) H very short ^pace of time the places wlrich 
are now covered with sand would btecome highly 
productive^. • 

From Tripoly the coast runs very low to the 
island of Jerbi, one hundred miles-wcst of it, and" 
the boundary of his Highnesses dominions. Tripoly 
Vechio, the Sabrate of antiquity, and Zoara, fa-'' 
moi(s for it3 salines, are the only places of any 
consequence on that side of the capital. The former 
' has a good summer anchorage, and small harbour 
for vessels of a hundred tons : it is defended by a 
castle mounting two guns, but th^t is in a very 
ruinous state ; the village is composed' of an irrfe** 
gular range of huts, , and does not contain mbrfe 
than two thouSahd mbabitants. The covrntry 
round this place is' very fertile and productive, * 
At Zoara there i^ another anchorage, and a small 
yillage, the inhabitants of which derive consider- 
able support from working in the salines in its 
neighbourhood. West of this place, the countiy 
is entirely abandoned to the various tribes of 
Arabs who live by their flocks, and are conti- 
nually changing their position, either from choice 
or necessity, so that it is impossible to form an J? 
correct idea of their numbers. 

Those who approach the coast of Tripoly should 
be particularly careful in obtaining early souDd^ 
injpfs, owing to the land being in general so very _ 
low. There are, however, a number of dangers 
attributed to this part of Barbaiy which do not in 
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reality ^?ist; nof is Aere aax pw?t <rf tliic nsgefoey: 
1 ha?^ visiudj wherein the shore eaniK>t. be apn? 
piTfMtcbe^ to witbia a inile, and vbtj few. spota^ 
where ships might not anchor with safely. The 
usual depth of water is from fifteen to thirty fa- 
t|ioms. / 

. Wiih respect to the dangers in the Gulf of 
Sidra, about which so much ba^ been reported, 1 
dp not think them balf-so formidable as described 
b/ many people; and if ever that part of the 
co?at is properly surveyed, I entertain no doubt 
butthat several good anchorages will befound there. 
The Jollowii]^ may be considered as good sailing 
directions for coming into this harbour. The bank 
which ^retches to the eastern rock is three cables 
and. a half in length; the sea breaks in severaU 
placefh h^t on its eastern end you. have from four 
to fiite and a half fathoms water. The ch&nnel 
between the reef and a bank east of it^ ip many 
parts gf which there are not more than eleven teet 
watar, is five ci^bles' length wide, and is no where 
leas thaB> five and six fathoms deep. To sail into 
the hsurbour, you go through this channel^ by 
brix^Ag the Eoglish fort^ on the left, to bear 
south-half'' west by compass, .t^r\d steer directly fpr 
it, till you bring the middleniost small spire in the . 
towur with abtack top^ to bear West by south ; it 
will then be in dne with the northernmost gf two 
ts^^ which stand far back in the town. The . 
cH^9el is pat^r ubxtow hec e^-and has only fom* 
&(h€W9 water^iii.it; if you bring the so^thern^ 
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most tree on with th^ spire, you will rtio. ovep 
two small spots with eighteen feet water on them« 
After ypu have passed the fifth rqck on the reef, 
you are clear into the port, and may anchor in 
four fathoms. There are some banks with not 
more than three and a half fathoms on them, upon 
which mooring anchors may be laid out. 

There are six spires in the town; the three 
highest have black tops ; the southernmost appears 
to stand on the Bashaw's palace, but is a little 
behind it* The one mentioned as a proper mark 
for going in, is rather to the southward of the 
Portugueze flag-staff, which is the highest in Tri- 

poly. 

West and north-west winds are generally fouod 
,to prevail on the coast during autunrn, winter, and 
spring ; in the spmrner a regular and cooling sea* 
bree;^e sets in from the eastward, and blows quite 
fresh, between the sun's rising and setting ; during 
the night you have a breeze off the land. The 
sea-breeze does not extend to more than forty 
miles from the coast. The current vari^ vcary 
much in its rapidity, but is constantly kaown tp 
run in ^ south-eastern clirection. Seamen should 
recollect, that there is a considerable in-draugbt 
at both the Syrtes, particularly the one on this 
coast between Cape Mesurata and Bengazi. . 

The necessity, of making ourselves more fully 
acquainted with the coas,t of Tripoly is self-evi- 
dent; with our unexampled naval preponderance 
in the Mediterranean, it is fortunately in our power 
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to know, and to do every thing necessary for the 
furtherance of our interests ; and I am satif^fied 
that any steps ^hich governm jnt may take to- 
wards the attainment of this object will be amply 
and speedily repaid. It is a singular and almost 
iRC^redible fact, that the coast from Jerbi, as far as 
Alexandria, is scarcely noticed in any of the Italian 
charts, whilst those of England merely contain 
the names of a few capes and head-lands, all in- 
serted upon the most vagqe information. The , 
above has long been a great source of injury to 
ourselves, and of surprize to our enemy, who have 
adopted a very different aiid infinitely wiser plan. 
The French government certainly have the merit of 
availing themselves of all occasions, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining every thing relative to the 
states of Barbary ; aijd, after the expedition to > 
Egypt, distributed their emissaries oVer several 
parts of the coast. I have met many of these per- 
sons ; they are invariably good classical scholars, 
and thoroughly versed in the Arabic. Several of 
them have already sent to France memoirs, giving 
a minute account of the geography, population, 
state of agriculture, productions, and antiquities, 
of the countries where they resided. These works 
bave also been ornamented with designs, and 
copies of all the inscriptions with which the ruins 
through Africa abound ; it is from this system 
alone that Buonaparte has been taught to value 
and ap|>reciate the importance of all those countries 
wlueh ure as y^t exempt from his ambitions do^ 
minion. 
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LETTER IT. 

HiRc Gsetulee vrbes, geauB iosuperabile bello 

£t Nanaidee ipfi(»i ciBgrnit^ et inbospki^ Syrtes^ 

Hinc deserta siti reg:io, lateque fareules 

Baicsei. r ^ Vijblgil, Mneid, lib. 4* 



Population — Psylii^ and Anecdotes of theni'-^Oc^ 
cupations and Manufaetures— Ancient Race of 
the Lotopliagi — Climate of Tripoly* — Seasons — 
Productions and ComrnercC'-^Caravans and 
Inferior Trade-^^British Interests^ as connected 
with Tripofy, both Civil and PoKtzcal^^Mili- 
iary and Naval Supplies — Miscellaneouf Ob- 
servations. 

Tripofy. 
. Afxeh the geographical dhaervatkmi ia my last 
letter, you will naturally expeet some aocouiit 4>f 
the country luid its inhabitaato. In the first 
place, I must observe, that upott the |Nrec^ ^o 
tent of population in the regency I have found it 
ijcn possible to form a correct ^ opinion, nor haa it 
ever occurred to his Highness to make any efiu^ 
meration of bis subjects^ concluding that if tWm 
are a sufficiency of hands to fulfil the <4>jeesta of 
war and s^iculture, an increase would be aopai* 
fluous,. and productive of no future bmiefii, 1« 
the capital, the number of souls does not logMacii 
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tTR^enty-^ve thousand; and b<3dides the Moorish 
residents, there are- a great many Jewish families^ 
which inhabft the western side of the town. Ad 
these people can have no share in the govern* 
ment, they generally' apply themselves to trade, in 
which they are very much encouraged by the 
Moors, -who cannot traffic without ^.heif aid.' 
This race is indeed remarkable all over Barbary 
for their expertness in accounts, and ability with 
respect to languages; even the Bashaw himself 
cannot do 4vithout them, and they are often the 
cpmrajerc^al, as well as political, agents of his 
Highness. No jewels, or gold dust, are ever pur- 
chased by the 3ashaw, without being preyiously 
inspected and estimated by some df this fra^ternity. 
The providing wearing apparel, and other necessa- 
ries for the harem, is also confided to Jewesses.. 
Others apply themselves to handicraft Work ; and 
«11 tbe^old and silver ornaments for the Moorish 
and Amb wfiimen, are made by Jews, who also 
iiiaiiu£gkct]ure gold 'and silver lace. ^ ^ 

':- These peopleare under the necessity of plead- 
ing consfeiBt poverty, in order to evade the peeo*. 
ftiary demands of the Bashaw ; they are, however,^ 
teverely tasgpd^ and have a Cayd, or chief, ap- 
pointed by .bis Highness, '■■ to judgeW all differ- 
etfces be*w«aeu : them.: but . when a quarrel arises 
aHioiig peopk in good circumstances, the' Bashaw 
ti^kti^cwte to become timpire himself, as it aiSbrd^ 
fciim a? good occasion of extorting money from +)Oth 
fmd&s. ^Besides *bws, there are in Tripoly a frw 
VOL. i|. ' D ' 
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Maltese, French, jind Spanish families, Who are 
all supported by commercial pursuits. 

You doubtless recollect Mr. D' Anville's allu- 
sion (in his short account of Lybia) to an extraor- 
dinary race of people said to have inhabited the 
shores of the Syrtis Major, and called by the an* 
cients Psylli, to whorh was ascribed the singular 
virtue of curing the bites of serpents, and many 
other curious attributes. It is no less singular 
than truer, that traces of the Psylli still remain, and 
they are frequently seen in Tripoly. • The accounls 
cotnmuhicated to me respecting them are truly 
surprizing; in the first place, I understand, that, 
previous to their going abroad, they prepare them-^ 
selves, for several days, by a particular regimen^ 
which produces a species of violient frenzy, and 
then they consider themselves as inspired beings, 
and are Ijelieved to be so by the people here, who 
rank them amongst their saints, and hold th^m in 
the greatest veneration. When prepared to asto<» 
, nish the rabble, they sally fortbv half naked, foam<- 
irig at the mouth, and exhibiting every sign of 
madness, except that of biting the Moors. It i^ 
however, necessary to have a guard accompanying 
them, to prevent any bad eflfects; for if they meet 
a Christian they make many efforts to seize him, 
with a view, 5S they declare, of eating him up^ 
The Psyllf are frequently known to devour live 
cats, dogs, fowls, &c. ; they are also taken to visit 
gick persons, and supposed to be endowed with 
the power of curing all diseases; their madness 
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subsides generally ia a few days, after which they 
cure not seen or heard of for several months.. 

The regency is inhabited by three different raoe^, 
vig. Moors, Arabs, and Turks who have esta- 
blished themselves in the country ; there are be- 
sides a variety of foreigners, native Jews, ren€ga- 
cloes, and Negroes, 6f whom some are free, and 
the rest in slavery* The Moors, having but little 
chance of rising in the offices of government, from 
the marked preference given by the Bashaw to re- 
ji^adoes and Negroes, apply themselves to trade) 
sind the manufacturing of muskets, pistols, bara^ 
cans, boots, and slippers, the dying of cloths and 
skins, embroidery on leather, in which they are 
particularly expert, and various other industrious 
occupations. They are also much employed in 
cultivation and larming,. according to their own 
rude manner; for the latter pursuit, a wide scope 
is opened to them in the gardens of the Miachea 
pear the town. 

During the reign of the present Bashaw's father, 
Sidi Ali, there was an extraordinary race of peo-» 
pie, inhabiting the Mesulata mountains, that lived 
in caves under ground; they were doubtless de- 
scended from the famous Lotophagi already no- 
ticed. It is even asserted here, that the utmoet 
efforts of the Tripoline governnient have not su^. 
ceeded in destroying them. 

An officer in the service of his Highness has 
given me the following account of the manner id 
which these people live.. They firSt dij a large 
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square cavity in the earth, about twenty feet deep, 
while its length and breadth are proportioned to the 
nutnber of people designed to become its future 
inhabitants: from ^ach side several subordinate 
apartttient^ are made, for the purposfe of bein^ 
<:on verted into sleeping places, magazines, &o. 
The entrances go in a sloping direction, and are 
sufficiently high to admit a camel ; and during the 
night, or in the day time, both the family and its 
flocks take refuge4n these receptacles, wbenap-^ 
ppeheBsive of danger from an attack. 

In stature the Tripoli nes seldom exceed the 
middle size. The Moors have a very fair comi* 
plexion ; while that of the Arabs is dark and sal* 
low. They ai:e all remarkable fot r^ular and 
athletic forms, and I have never in the course of 
my visits to this place, seen a cripple or deformed 
person amongst them. 

The climate, throughout his Highness's domii- 
nioDs, is very salubrious: but, of course, very 
subject to the effects of the scirocto, as you are 
in Malta. This irksome, and sometimes destruc- 
tive wind, generally prevails during the aatumn ; 
its continuance seldom exceeds three days, and 
to avoid the unpleasant effects of it they are obliged _ 
to be shut closely up in their housea, as in your 
island, and in Sicily. It is attended with a siiffo*- 
cating heat, and drives a great quantity of sand 
from the desert, which is often very injurious to 
vegetation. The coast of Tripoly has not been 
visited by plsfgufe, or any other pestilential dis- 
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cjiase, fpr a period of more than thirty years. 
Ophthalmia, as in all the countries of Africa, is 
the prevalent disorder ; but very much heightened 
for want of proper skill in its cure. I have found, 
upon inquiry, that the climate, of this place in 
particular, has ever been found to agree uncom- 
monly M^eil with all the European residents. 

Although inoculation has frequently proved 
highly useful to the Tripoli nes, yet the medical 
men of the country are ignorant of its applica- 
tion. What an important event would it not 
be to introduce this signal blessing all over 
Barbary? ^ ^f 

. There is probably no country on earth so highly 
favpred by nature, in respect* to a rapid succession 
of the crops, as this is ; the rains generally begin 
after gathering. the dates, towards October, in the 
beginning of wjbich month the Arabs plough and 
sow their grounds. At this period of the year, 
those who inhabit towns prepare for winter, hy 
white- washing their houses, and repairing cisterns 
destined to receive the rain water; for springs are 
never relied on in this country. In December 
and January the weather becomes dry, and ex- 
tremely pleasant, like our spring in England; in 
the beginning of - April the market before Tripply , 
is abundantly stocked with cattle, poultry, and 
vegetables oC every kind ; towards June, almonQf, 
figs^ applet, pears, plums, peaches, nectarines^ 
grapes, and melons, are in season, - and incredibly 
abundant. The fruit of Tripoly generally possesses 
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a most, exquisite fkvaur, the vegetables are very 
fine, and fully eqnal to those of our own country, 
both as to quality and quantity. 

Hayipg endeavoured to illustrate the geogra- 
phical bpundaries of the Regency, it now remains 
for me to give you some idea of its productions 
and commerce ; both objects of considerable im" 
portance, and particularly worthy the attention of 
those who may be desirouis of deriving any com- 
njejrcla) advantages froui this country, while to the 
statesman and politician it certainly cannot be 
unacceplable: On approaching the coast of Tri- 
poli, and being first presented with an extensive 
waste of »ahd, which is only occasionally relieved 
by a cluster of date trees, the traveller cannot be 
induced to believe that he is in the jieighbour- 
bpod of a mo^t fertile region, producing every 
oeoesgary of li^, and many valuable articles of 
(Commercial speculation. Such is, howeverj the 
case; and the following list of exports serves to 
prove, that when trade is once more revived inJEur 
rope, Tripoly will not be an unprofitable resort 
to t:he British merchant. The ejcports are as 
follow :—7Vi?, wddl, of an excellent quality j 
l^et^na, and scfveral other drugs; madder roots* 
barilla; hides; goat and sheep skins, dressed ; 
^Ui trpna;* ostrich feathers ; gold dust; ivory; 



^ Trona 15 brought in g^-eat quantities from IMfcndrah, iu this ^ 
fenitbi^, tp Tripqly, where it is exported to Tunis and aforocco. 
^fep ^e^f% formerly seat some to heghetik. In appeitancc*, tjiis 
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gum ; dried fruit, and dates ;^ lotus beans ;-f 
oassob Tenene ; saffron ; bullocks ; sheep ; and 
poultry. 

article resembles borax, and is used by the Tripolines in all 
tbeir dyes. The people of Fezzan, and many of the Moors, mix 
this alkali with their snaflfi and chew a small piece of it with 
their tobacco. 

* The dates in th^ vicinity of Tripoly diflfer very much from 
those of Egypt, Fezzan,^nd the rest of Barbary, the g^euus be* 
ing infinitely more luxuriant. If the skin of this fruit is cu(t 
throug^h round the middle it readily comes off: they are of a yel- 
low, brown, green, black, and red colour; the latter are termed 
borse dates, and are given as fdod for that animal, while th« 
stones are consigned to the camels. 

t The lotus tree, on the fruit of which the savage Lotophagi 
#f antiquity were said to exist, abounds in the Mischea, and is lofty 
and extremely umbrageous ; the fruit is contained in a pod not 
linlike those of the tamarind, and when ripe is both sweet aud 
autritiouA. Formerly a oonsidefaUe quantity of raw siUt 
'ferned one of the exports from the Regency, but its eultivatios 
bus latterly been nearly altogether neglected; the mulberry 
tree is, however, to be found near the town in great numbers ; 
sothatthis valuable article may at any time become a staplb 
commodity of the country. To the foregoing may be added thfe 
castor tree, found in the vicinity of Tajonra, where a great deal 
tif that oil is made annually; it has not, howev«r,ai3 yet, been 
exported in any quantity. On the coas^t, fish of every kind are 
moet abundant t but, with the exception of a iew boats employed 
^m the capital, fishing does not form a part of public industry, 
I have been informed, by several sea-faring people, that there 
are some cdral banks on different parts of the coast. The eassob 
seed, so little known in European countries, constitutes in Tri- 
poly the most nutritive flour imaginable, and forms a principal 
part of the people's diet : it is contained in a spike, about three 
inches in length, and as many in circumference, this grows on 
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.:F^om^eyery inquiry on the subject, I am kcl W 
believe that the quality of all the; fiwegoiBg arti- 
cles is equal to any of a similar nature exported 
froni the coasts of Barbary ; and as to the -prices^ 
of Tripoly, I can assert that they are much below 
those of Algiers and Tunis. The duties imposed- 
by his Highness are very fluctuating, and usually 
depend on the state of commerce,* Cotton has 
been cultivated very. successfully by several indi- 
viduals in th^ Regency, but owjiig to a want of 
encouragement, does not form an article of export; 
Fish are very abundant on the coast of Tripoly,: 
and in great variety : they consist of almost every 
dpecies found on the coasts of European countries. 



the top of a Teed* wbich sekloiD excefids three feet in height; 
the seed is about the size of large partiidg^ shot, and .of a lighti 
lead colour ; it is very abundant in general. Bishnah, as little 
known with us, is $i most favorite dish with the lower class of 
Arabs, as cuscasoo is vnih the Moors. This seed was. brought 
from Sgudao about fifty yeans ago, until which it was altogethet 
unknown here ; the stem is scarcely two feet high, and generall}! 
bears several eai-s ; the seed- is very sm^ls and pf s^ light re4 
colour ; when prepared it looks something like hasty pudding, an^- 
is called Bazeen by the Arabs, who usually eat it wi^h a profur 
jjion of oil and red pepper ; of the letter, it is truly astonishing to 
observe what a quantity they can devour without i^eeniing tofee| 
the smallest effect from it. _ - 

* The treaty with Tripoly stipulates that the subjects pf hi? 
Britannic Majesty shall enjoy the privileges and advantages of 
4he most favored nations.*-rSee article XXIY, in the Appendix, 
^nd> in fept, all ^that document, which is very much in want of 
jevision. 
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but fisliing is by no means an object of soIieHuile 
or industry with the people, 

The exportation of corn*, horses^ and mules,* is 
prohibited by the Bashaw to his subjects; -but 
they sometimes form an article of very profitable 
speculation to himself; he, according to the cui^- 
tom of other Barbary princes, being the pjincipal 
merchant in his own dominions; a practice which 
has long been found highly injurious to the com- 
merce of fhese countries. It is, however, among 
the abuses which must be tolerated, nor is there 
any means of removing the evil under a despotic 
form of government like that of Tripol3\ The mis- 
chiefe which arise from so unjust a monopoly rhay 
be considerably checked by the timely interference 
of the British government, which is unfortunately 
inattentive to this important point. Without en- 
tering into a more elaborjite examinatioti of the 
gross^ impropriety of a sovereign becoming atrader^ 
I shall proceed tq recapit^1ate tlfe goods* imported - 
here^ which diflPer very little from those received 
in the #fier pcwts of Barbary ; they are as follow: 
-^viz. doths, of every quality and colour ; sugar ; 
tea ; coffee ; spices of all sorts ; woollefi and 
Manchester stuffs ; damasks; silks of various 
colours and descriptions ; gold and silver tissueis, 
laces, and threads; cochineal; indigo; iron; 
hardware of all kinds; small wines ; spirits.; 
capill^ire ; gunpovvder ; cannon ; muskets ; pistols ; 
^nd svk'ord Wades ; naval stores of every descrip- 
tjpp ; pla^k3 and beams for building stiips an4 
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bouses ; common looking-gJasses ; toys ; cotton 
threads ; Tunisian caps, &c. &c; 

The quantity of imparts depends naturally on 
the. slate of commerce in general, but to those 
who may be inclined to barter, a ready market is 
always found here ; the obstacles occasionally put 
in the w^y of merchants, arise from the Bashaw'^s: 
jealousies, influenced ps he is by Jew brokers, ancj 
those about his person ; it remains, therefore, that 
tjie strictness with which the treaties are com- 
posed, should be properly executed, to prevent the 
ionumerable extortions, that prevent merchants 
tifiom visiting this place more frequently. A great 
dmtl might be effected jif vessels, coming to Tripoly 
lipon commercial speculations, Were invariably 
6^orted by one of his Msyesty's smaller vessels 
Oil the Malta station, the appearance of which is 
sure to produce a powerful effect upon the people^^ 
The profits upon imports vary from sixty to one 
hundred per, cent., Ijut are very rarely lesfi than 
the former. 

, The sale of spirits and wine, is an exclusive 
monopoly of the Bashaw, who farms it out to the 
b^st bidder, ^nd this is perhaps one of the greatest 
evils felt by Europeans here : the right of import- 
ing these articles is at present vested in the hands 
of a Jew, who also holds an office under his High- 
ness, and for this privilege alone pays twenty 
thousand Spanish dollars per annum ; thus every 
one is obliged either to purchase from the Jew^ or 
pay him an exorbitant detnand for leave to import 
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his own spirits^. As m^y naturally be supposed, 
this monopoly is extremely injurious t6 the inte- 
rests of Malta ; and is, besides, universally Re- 
gretted by the Tripolines themselves ; who, not* 
withstanding their religious tenets, afe by no 
means inimical to the liberal use of strong liquore. 
Being upon this subject, it may not be altogether 
irrelative, if I give you a short description of theit 
fevorite beverage, in the absence of rum or brandy^ 
which they certainly prefer. It is called l^ckby, 
and extracted from the date tree, before the fruit 
becomes ripe, by the following process :— the bark 
of the tree being taken off towards/ the top, and ait 
the branches, a deep circular cavity is made in th^ 
dentre ; from this an incision is cut on the side for 
lettiiig the liquor out, whieh is almost immediatel]^ 
excited by the heat 6f the sun, dnd is discharged 
kite a jar held by a Moor, who contrives to rais^ 
himself tip by means of a rope ; a large jarful! is 
^neralTy collected from each tree in the course o€ 
the twenty-four hours.* In the morning this juice 
is extremely coolj and even delicious ; it has some 
flight resemblance to the cocoa-nut milk : wheil 
left for a day or two it ferments, and imbibes great 

--: ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ V ■ i,: .. ■ 

* The lackby runs generally for a month, at the rate of twd 
l^pns a day, and the tree is then marked; the fruit does not / 
grow again until like expiration of three years: it sometimes 
happ^iis that a tree bears the. operation of tapping, if 1 nay sse 
the expressiottr five or si^f times; it then dies, and is converted 
into rafters for houses : so that the date tree is infinitely more 
important than paany peo|)1e suppose in Europe. 

^ ■ " .Digitized by Google 



44 LETTERS FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

strength ; in this state the natives drink large . 
quantities, and become intoxicated, their de- 
bauches of lackby usuallyi continue three days ! 

Should the monopoly of importing wines and 
spirits be removed, a matter which might be 
effected by a formal request from the naval Com- 
mander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, a ne^jr and. 
highly proiS table source of trade would be opened 
to the British n\erchant. 

The njethod of grinding corn in Tripoly, 
although not the most prompt or convenient, is 
not without some share of ingenuity. Millstones 
are worked by a camel yoked to the extremity Qf 
a beam running transversely into a large piece of 
wood, one end of which is fixed perpendicularly . 
ID a pivot placed on the ground, while the other 
plays through a hole cut in a beam which passes 
from one side of the roof to the other: the milU 
stones are different from each other, one, the- 
lower, being convex, is plac^ about three feet 
from the ground, and has a groove to deceive the 
Other, which fits into it. The corn descending 
through them is very finely ground, and received 
bdow in a receptacle constructed for that purpose. . 
Little, indeed, can be said for the excellence of 
the flour, as it is in general impregnated with 
small particles of sand, introduced into the wheat 
ears during scirocco winds. Windmills, which 
would answer this people's purpose so much 
better, are not adopted, from their jlislike to inno- 
vation or iniprovenient. The domestic mill is 
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very much used, there being one in all the better 
sort of bouses ; it is formed of two small stones 
perfectly flat; a stick perpendicularly fixed in the 
cer\.tre of one of them passes throug h a hole bored 
in the other's centre, which lies on its top, through 
which the grain is dropped from the hand ; near 
the edge of the upper stone is placed a handle of 
wood, for the purpose of moving it round ; these 
machines arc particularly simple, and may be 
worked by oue or two persons ; the quantity of 
corn which rnay be ground by them in the course 
of a few hours is very considerable. It is doubt* 
less a mill of this sort to which the prophet St, 
Matthew alludes, chap, xxi?'. : /' Two women 
sh^IJ be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken 
and the other left/'— Ver. 41. 

At present the trade is chiefly, confined to 
Malta, Tunis, and the Levant ; the vessels em- 
ployed are Maltese, Ottoman, and a few under the 
Tripoline flag; upon all ships entering the har- 
bour & considerable port duty is exacted.*^ Aa 



* I upderstand that our present consul,* upon a suggestion of 
the late Sir A. Ball, relinquished his established fee from Eligliah 
vessels, lu order to give more encouragement to compiefce^ This 
was a display of liberality seldom acted upon in this country 
afid which cannot be too highly applauded. 

COINS OF TRIPOLY. 

. The Bashaw coins gold sequins; and brass toj^ens washed 
with silrer are takien as an equlyalent for th^ gold and silver^ 
cartency : there is also another small I rass coin called bohunseen> 
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extensive caravan passes this city every year from 
l^lorocco, on its way to Mecca ; this journey is. 



and of which fifty go to a Spanish dollar : Spanish, Sicilian, and 
Turkish silver and gold are current in the Regency* Accounts 
are kept in piastres, as those of the Portuguese are in mil teas. 

Relative Value of Tripolme Money toith that of England, 





f . *. 


d. 


Venetian Seqttin . . 


. . 12 





Tripoline Do.. . 


.,08 


6 


Piastre . .... 


..01 


4 


Bohunseen . . . 


. 


•11 



'f'he weights and measures of this country difier very- little 
from those of Tunis* — ^The Cantar consists, of IOC Rotuli — equal 
to 112 lbs. avoirdupois. 

Measures of grain are cabled Cafizo — each equal to. about two 
English quarters. 

The mataro of mne is equal, to two gaUons and a half English ; 
that of oil is equatto five gallons English, 

Measures of length are called Pika — one of these is equal to 
thirty-two yards of ours. 

^ The undermentioned outline of the cuiTent prices of native and 
foreign produce, is also added for further information ^n the 
commerce of this place. 



EXPORTS. 
Article*. Pfice in Spanish Dollars. 


QuanPity. 


Madder Roots , . from 6 to 10 . 


per Cantar of 


Tripoly, 


Wool e— S i 


Do. 




Senna • . • • --— — ^ _ s , 


Do. 




Sheep Skins 16 . . 


Do. 




Bullocks' Hides • , . . 12 ... 


Do. 




Fezzan Dates 3 . . 


Do. 




Bullocks . • . . from 12 to 20 . 


per Head. 




Sheep .... 2 — 3 • 


Do. 




Fowls ...... 2 . . . 


per Dozen* 





Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



THIPOL¥. / ^ 

to thfe Moroquines, an olyect of religious devo* 
tion, as well. as commercial speculation ; they are 



N. B. An impost of five dollars per head was lately paid pa 
cattle, but it is now reduced to two and a half, owing^ to a repre* 
sentation from Sir C. Cotton, Commander-in-chief off Toulon*: 
the established duty on «ther articles of comm^vce, whether for 
export or import, is three pet cent. 



IMPORTS. 


' 


Articles. Price in Sp. Doh Quantity. 


Cochineal . • • from 8 to 10 , 


per Rotula of 16 oz. 


Gdd and Silver Thread • 2 . . 


per oz. 


Wide Galloon 2} . 


.Do. 


Loaf Sugar ..... 16 . 


, per CantarK 


Lisbon Do 12 !. 


Do. 


Coffee 20 . , 


Do. 


Fine Cloth* ..... 18 . , 


Canna of Mtflta, 2| yds. 


Second Ctoths • . . • 6 . . 


Do. 


Third Cictths 6 . 


Do. 



Linens, cambrics, nankeens, ticking for mattrasses, sHk stuffs 
of every colonr and quality, velvets, and damasks, produee a 
S:Feat profit at sdl times; 

CONTINUATION OF OTUSE PRICES. 

English Gunpowder— 50 Spanish Dollars per Gantar. 

Sicilian Earthenware — 30 per cent* profit. 

All kinds of Spice— rgreat profit. 

Alum— Ditto. 

Sook—Ditto. . ' ^ 

Sarsaparilia— Ditto. 

Warlike Stbres--such as cannon, muskets, pistols, buIIetS| 

fxoUy planks, and every description of timber, whether for ship$ 

or house building, pitch, tar, rosin, . cables, masts, blocks, 

anchors, sails, and canvas, are invariably bought up with avidity* 

ProvisioDi imported are exempt from all duti^ whatsoever. 
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(Jonsequently charged with several articles for the 
markets of Arabia ; these usually consist of Halsaii 
silks, damask, taffety, ivory, ostrich feathers, 
Fezzan dates, Venetian glass and beadj ; they bring 
back Eastern striped silks, muslins, calicoes, Mocha 
coffee, -A>ogs of various kinds, cornelian and other 
precious stones. It frequeintly occurs, that many 
who compose pfcart of these caravans become Over- ' 
fatigued with their journey, and in such cases ships 
are freighted here and at Tunis to convey them to 
Alexandria ; the length of their land voyage is very 
uncertain, as it depends in a great measure upon 
the internal state of the cotintry. The caravans 
are well armed, and continually subjected to very 
severe attacks frorti the Arabs, through whose ter- 
ritories they are obliged to pass. . 

The Fezzan and Gadarnes catavans come here 
generally twice a-year, and bring the fruits of their 
previous journey to Bornou and Tofnbuctoo, 
wiiich consist of gold dust, pearls, ivory, ostrich 
feathers, ne^oes, saffron, drugs, senna, camels* 
hair, camels,' mules, antelopes, &c. These com- 
modities are exchanged here for coarse European 
cloths, a few silks, baracans of the country, Tuni- 
sian caps, powder, niuskets, (which ought to be 
• very light and have long barrels,) pistols, scimi- 
tars, hardware, glass beads, toys, Venetian looking 
glasses, &c. The quantity of gold dust brought 
by these caravans is very considerable, and they are 
said to be remarkable for plain and honest dealing 
with the inhabitants of this place, for Whom, to do 
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them justice, thd game caanot be said. The Inradsra 
who come frpjEn B<»mou and Sbudan are paauHrk- 
able .for aa unsu^ecttng simplicity of maimeri 
which U unknown to pec^le of a mdre refined cha-^ 
r^cter» they have frequently deposited large quan- 
tities of gold dUat) which was only tied up with a 
sqaall string, at the £uropean consular houses^ and , 
on taking it away the next moroiog betrayed no 
symptoms of alarm as to its quantity having dimi- 
nished. In their dealing with the Jewa^nd Tripo* 
lines there is also a most striking contrast observ- 
able, as, to their &ir dealing honesty, there is no- 
thing but cTdit and dupJicity opposed. 

; Carav^nafromtbeinterioccomehereinthe winter, 
and return towards spring ; and they would give 
every facility to an European travellenwhomightac- . 
qpmpany them properly prepared, a precaution sel- 
dom suflkiently attended to. It i^ much to he re- 
gretted that the unwise and impolitic- system of 
government adopted by his Highness the Bashaw, 
Which keeps him in almost continued hostility with . 
the Arabs inhabiting the mountains, should have 
most materially injured .the caravan trade, audio 
many instances suspended it, for sometime. If this - 
had not been the case, the commercial importance 
of this regency would have been infinitely greater 
than it .is at firesept. Nothing has contributed 
more to the Bashaw's injury than a line. of con- 
duct so contrary to his true interests ; and however 
averse his Highness may be to improvement, I am 
convinced that, if surrounfjed with better advisors, 
VOL, II. n 
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and stimulated by the British gpyeriimeat to 
give this trade all the encouragement it fully 
deserves, the most beneficial results might be an* 
ticlpated, as well in fe\vour of the general interests 
of TripQ^y, as of British manufacturers in parti- 
cular. That a more prompt and efficacious com* 
municatjon might be established between Bengazi 
or this city, and the interior, than from Morocco or 
Tunis, cannot be a matter of the least doubt. It is 
also J^nowd here that the rout^ from Derne to the 
shores of the Red Sea is much frequented, and con* 
sidered as by no means the most difficult part of 
th^ Morocco 'caravans' journey.. Would it not 
be weli worth our while to point out some plan to 
the Bashaw by which the importance of increased 
int^ior commerce mig^t be seriously impressed 09 
his mind. Iftbe suggestions tendered by ourgoverU'^ 
ment were attended "with the desired effect, anew 
and interesting epoch would be created in the his- 
/tory of commerce, while the circulation of English 
manufactures would not only benefit the trading 
interests, but be the means of disseminating ciyili* 
zation through a whole continent. It remains for 
those. more experienced thkn myself to calculate 
the advantages to be derived from following up the 
hints, only ^ursdrily treated upon }n this sketch. 

During this war, and indeed ever since it fell int^ 
our hands, Malta has experienced in a very eminent 
degree, the utility of possessing Tripoly amongst 
the number of its friendly neighbours, and con- 
stantly received from it large supplies of cattle^ 
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live stock and other necessaries of life4 which have 
been highly useful, not only to the inhabitants^ 
but the nav'al and military depots there ; boweverj 
as in most other places abroad, I regret to say that 
the mode we have adopted, in drawing supplied 
from'this regency, has been distinguished neither 
by wisdom nor prudence* It may also be added^ 
that in the single ^irticle of bullocks, by a different 
system of purchasing them, more than one half of 
what they have hithorto and now continue to cost 
the commissariat, might be saved. How' this 
singular benefit could have escaped the penetration 
of government for so long a period, is really incre* 
dible. I need hardly explain to you, that it has 
ever been customary for the naval agent victualler, 
dnd military commissary at? Malta, to enter into 
hE^rge dontraots with individuak at that place, for 
the necessary supply of bullocks for their respective 
departments, and that a most exorbitant price 
(sometimes forty Spanish dollars per hea<), equal 
in the present state of the money market to £\9^ 
sterling,) has been paid for meat, which was fre- 
quently unfit for men to cat, and always uncom-^ 
ifionlybad ; whereas, by the appearance of a line, of 
battle ship^ off this port, a general annual contract . 
might be entered into with the Bashaiw for any* 
quantity whatever, and at the very moderate price 
of about eighteien dollars per head. This step will 

* Nq negotiation should ever be entered into here withoiu a 
large «bip to support it. s .' 
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wer be most acceptable to the feelmgs and wishes. 
of his Highness: if it should be resorted to» and 
transports sent from Madta and Sicily to tarke tte 
latter away, there will be insured to goremaient^ a 
savipgof at least 100 percent,, with excel leatme^t 
for the army and navy^xand what is of still greater 
importance, the Maltese contractors vvill no longer 
fatten* upon the credulity of the heads of depart^ 
ments in that island. 

There is another species of supply which this 
country might afford us ; and as it appears to have 
never excited the attention of oor military ,com-» 
manders in the Mediterranean, it will be as well 
to avail myself of this occasion to notice it. You 
are doubtless aware of the scarcity ^of cavalry 
horses and mules in Sicily, together with the 
great expense and difficulty that has attended 
their being procured in theMoreaand Sardinia. 
The breed of these animals is encouraged with the 
greatest care and assiduity throughout the Bashaw 
of Tripdly's dominions ; they are also thought to 
be equal to those of Tunis and Algiers. Although 
their horses' usual height does not exceed fourteen 
hands,it ought not in my opinion to militc^te against 
tbe propriety of their being purchased* for the 
service of the British army, particularly when it 
is considered that the Tripoline hor^ is teitxiark- 



♦ Since writing the aboTe, I understand that an officer of veiy 
inferior rank^ was appointed by Lord William Ben tin ck, to pat 
the above hint into execution, and that accordingly he pro€eeded4» 
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ftbl^ for three great requisites^ vjz., strength, shape, 
and agility. With proper management in the 
method of making the application, 1 conceive that 
twro hundred and fifty horses might be anpually 
exported from this regency, of a quality infinitely 
superior to those imported from either the aboye 
named places, and at least fifty per cent, cheaper. 
As the sale of horses and mules will always be 
monopolized by his Highness, the contract for 
them should be arranged during the temporary ap- 
pearance of a naval force, and the person oom-^ 
missioned to treat ought invariably to bring a 
small present,* in order to soften the Bashaw, 
tip6n whom such thii^ operate like a talisman. 
The points from which I would recommend the 
horses to be embarked are this apd Bengasi ; the* 
latter is only three days' sail from Syracuse, and 
from the prevailing winds the voyage is usually 
performed in that time. 

The article of lime juice, of which there is so 
^eat a cotisumplion in our navy and hospitals, 
might be got here tor about one half the price it 
costs in Sicily, from whence we draw it at presents 

The mules of Tripoly though. not quite so large 



Tripoly in a small schooner^ To the great sarprize of every one 
be succeeded in obtaining fifty ^beautiful ironies, and rejected 
Ibany 14i bands high,. because he was ordered to bay n6ne 
.under 15 ! 

*, Cloth y the fitvoVite douceur of his Highness, althou|^ he 
never objectato naval or military stores^ diamonds, watches^ 8ec 
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ds those of TMois, are fully as well formed abd 
y^i^^^/^^cjualified for fetigue ; fifty of tb^m might be ap* 

-= -^ Bually brought here. BtilJocks, sheep, and pouU 

try, are, as already observed , very ab« ndan t through - 
out the regency, and owing to the small quantity 
of animal food consumed by the natives, an almost 
unlimited exportation is permitted by bis High- 
n^ssr— Malta has, in the present year, received no 
less than four thousand head of bullocks, with a 
proportionable number of sheep, and an immense 
quaRtity of poultry. Here I canoot halp de-r 
p}o|rii3g the ruinous monopoly which is well known 
(o exist in the Maltese market ; for however 
abundant the supplies may be there, scarcely any 
reduGtion of pricfj ever takes place ; whereas, if 
the markets were properly regulated^ it would 
affeen b^ found that there is a large «urpkis m the 
islmtd starving for want of fodder that might serve 
to figed pur army in Sicjly, pr replenish the es-^ 
bausted farms of that island. > , 

As pasturage is thought very little of liere, you 
cannot expect the cattle to run large ; the beef is, 
bow0V;er, verygood in general; this cannot be said 
of mptton, w hich requires a great d^l of fattening, 
up at lyialta, but the lamb of Trjpoly is exquisite, 
I am surprized that the Feszan sheep are. not bried 
in £ngland, or Sicily, Thi$. animal is generally the 
$ize of a three months old calf, and instead of 
wool is covered with a species of hair ; the fiesb. 
)ias »ot, ef ceurse, the delicacy of muttmi, but it 
is very good. This animal is also remarkable for its 
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iiocility and domesticating quality, for I have fre- 
quently seen it follow its proprietor in the streete. 
The common sheep tails are like those of the Cape 
of Good Hope, composed of fat,, and usually 
weighing from eight to ten pounda ; it is prepared 
as a substitute for l^utter by the peopleof Tripoly, 
and said to be very delicious. 

Although antelopes of a large, size and most 
beautiful synimetry are brought for the market 
here, they are chiefly kept as domestic favorites, 
and for the purpose of being exported to Maka. 

The Jerboah or Fharoah rat abounds in the 
gardens near the city, and is a common article of 
fi)od with the TripoUnes ; thi^ animal is consider* 
ably larger than the European rat, and said to be 
very tender. 

The aature and extent of my inquiries have 
prevented me from gaining that minute know- 
ledge of the natural history, which would, doubt- 
less, be acceptable to the scientific reader : that is 
a study, however, bi considerable difficulty, and ' 
one upon which vague conjectures ought not to 
be hazarded ; I therefore willingly leave its eluci- 
dation to more able hands. The sylphium which 
you often see on the Cyrenaic coins, induced me 
to inquire whether this plant, said by Pliny td 
have yielded the benzoin or medical resin, is still 
in existence there, but it was impossible to aac^- 
tain the fact. I am sure the future naturalists' 
researehies in this country, will be» productive of 
great utility to that divine science, for there is no 
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part of the world in which nature appears more 
prolific and abundant. 

After what has been submitted to yo«r ccmi- 
sideration, it is, I presume, Jiardly necessary 
to observe, that our commercial relations with 
this regency are susceptible of infinite and radical 
amelioration ; those of a political nature will be 
treated of in my next. In the present instance^ I 
cannot refrain from suggesting the propriety of 
Qur taking into consideration what additional be*- 
ncfits we can really derive from future intercourse • 
with this state, at a period when tl\e rival of 
Great Britain has been unfortunately but too 

^ successful, in shutting our manufactures and eodo* 
nial produce out of a great part of the European 
continent, and that the effects of her system begins 
to be severely felt at home and abroad* Nothing, 
surely, can be more desirable than having prompt 
recourse to those means; of retaliation, which Pro- 
vidence has so abundantly thrown in our way : — 
that we have not done this in the Mediterranean^, 

' I have no hesitation in asserting'; the remedies 
are, however, still in our bands; and I will ven- 
ture to adf], that, by the adoption of vigorous 
diplomatic ingenuity, and the appointment of able 
icommetc^ial agents on this coast, the baneful in- 
fluence of France must cease, and her productions 
9nd manufactures, which are now unhappily often 
peen in the market of Tripoly,*give place to thos^ 
of bur own country. The extreme facility with 
lybich a more e^ctensive commercial intercourse 
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tnight be formed with his Ilighhess's subjects 
scarcely requires an elucidatior). The Bashaw*s 
revenues are at present so extremely limited, 
(iwing to the dimost total suspension of trade with 
the continent, that it is with the utmost difficulty 
the wants of his domestic establishments* are sup- 
plied ; in fact, the real or affected poverty of his 
Highness has become proverbial ; hence the fre- 
quent acts of violence committed upon his own 
subjects, and the innumerable piracies of hii 
crnizers. A systenl of politics like the above can 
only be the result of ignorance and pernicious' 
counsellors ; and it is evident, from every consi- 
deration of the subject, that the future views arid 
conduct of this chief might be directed to a much 
more . rational and enlightened exertion of his 
power. When such- a desirable object shall be 
accomplished/ there is no doubt whatever, but 
that the regency of Tripoly will become a source 
of political and commercial importance to the Bri* 
tis^h interest* in the Mediterranean, which has hi- 
therto been neither known nor anticipated. 

Proposals for organizing a system, by which the 
interests of Great Britain would preponderate 
every other power of Europe, even in the event of 
a genera! peace, are n)ore properly reserved for a 
fa ture communication : in the mean tinie, I beg 
to bespeak your attention to my ensuing sketch of 
the religion, government, manners, and customs 
pf this country ; all subjects of considerable inj-^ 
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portance in themselves, and a kirowledge of whieii 
is absolutely necessary before any distinct notions 
can be formed of their general character and dis- 
positions, • 



LETTER III. 

Noi possiamo a buona ragione tralasciare del tutto le yiocendi di 

. questo state; gracche esse non sono, cite unaseiie A scelle* 

rat^ze, di triftdi mentis, e di stragi, ft somigliaiisa i^ppunto di 

quelle altri Qovemi della Barberia, le scene sono le stesse, e 

solamente ne sono diversi gli attori. — Anon* 



Religion — Prtesthoodr^Fait SeX' — Ckaracier and 
Disposition — Education — Temperance — • Pohf^ 
gam^-^-'Criminal Justice--^P,umshmenis—Su- 

. perstitions-^Jdiots — Religious Cust4me — Rd- 
madan — Biram Festival — Belief in Fairies and 

• Charms — Anecdote — Respect to the Dead — 
Modes of Interment — Anecdote of the Corsair ^ 
Rcis Dragutr^ Marriage Ceremonies — Sporis 
'und Dressr^Arm^ — Learning-r^State of Medi- 
cine and Surgery^'^Extraordinary Methods of 
Cure — - Language — Miscellaneous Ohserva* 
tiofis. 

Tripofy in ike West, 181L 
As this country has never been deseribedby any 
writer of modern times, I truei the foIk»riiig 
attempt to delineate its civil zvA political relations 
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will not be considered too prolix. It may not be 
improper to assuxe you, tl^ut the contents of 
thi& letter are derived from the most authentic 
sources, as well as actual observation, and that, in 
thus exposing the real state of affairs in Tripoly, 
considerations of a private nature have yielded to 
the Jove of truth, and a due regard for the interests 
g4* human nature. 

The religion professed throughout this regency 
is purely Mahometan, from the Bashaw to the 
lowest classes of his subjects, whether Moors, 
Turks, or Arabs ; and such is the amazing vene- 
ration in which tljie tenets of their extraordinary 
prophet are held, that instances of apostacy are 
scarcely ever heard of an^ongst them : public tran- 
quillity is, therefore, never interrupted by those 
rancorons quarrels about religious opinions which 
distract other countries, while singular unanimity of 
t)elief gives a degree of vigour to the government, 
that excites the surpme and admiration of £uro- 
peans» Upon the important question of toleration, 
they entertain ideas which one would not expect 
who is only acquainted with tbem through the 
medium of books ; for, although Christians and 
Jews are looked upon with great contempt, yet 
they are allowed the free and unshackled exercise 
of their i-^pective reltgions. It is even remarkable 
with what a d^ree of veneration our mode of 
w<>rshTp and funeral processions are invariably 
tfoated by these people. 

Upon the religion of Mahomet, as practised 
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here, littles can be added to what is already writteti 
relative to it in other places. Those who are en- 
abled attentively to observe the conduct 6f itg 
followers, are struck with astonishment at the 
Prophet's extraordinary powers, in havings ito^ 
pressed his tenets so deeply on the tninds of triein 
that their force has experienced no diminution ftwr 
a lapse of ten centuries, while the most civilized 
nations of Eprope have exhibited nothing but a 
continued series of religious disputes. 

On perusing the Koran, one is equally surprized 
at the strength and simplicity with which the 
greater part of that sin^lar volume is compiled ; 
and, howev^er imperfect Mahomet is siipposed to 
have been, as the head of a liew sect, it is impos- 
sible to deny him th^ merit of having had a pro- 
found knowledge of the hijman character ; white 
his moral precepts, adopted indeed, in great mea- 
sure, from Christian revelation, would not drsgi^ce 
the most enlightened philosopher of ancient or 
modern times. " God is great; and Mahomet only 
his prophet,'* are emphatical words, and convey a 
sublime notion of the Divinity. On the' other 
hand, with aildue deference for the Christian sys- 
tem, with what shadow of reason can tve harshly 
condemn a religion which asserts the Hnity of God, 
abolishes the use of imiages^ and makes charity, 
fasting,' and prayer, the only means of expiating, 
crimes. As in other Mahocbetan countries, the 
faithful here are enjoined prayer five times <Jiiring 
the twenty ^four hours, frequent ablution, and the 
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most abstemious mode of life. The priesthood 
kre comparatively few in number, scarcely any 
expense to the community or government, an4 
remarkable for the unaffected sanctity of their ^ 
manners :* they are called Maraboots in Barbary ; 
and usually occupied in promulgating the Koran> 
and verbal laws of Mahomet for the ^general con- 
dijct of life; and celibacy is by no means required 
of them, as they are allowed the same number of 
wives as other people. Those who have per- 
formed the pilgrimage to Mecca are honoured 
with the title of Hadgi ; and if descended from the 
shereefs (or caliphs), claim the exclusive privi- 
lege of wearing a green turban. The clergy's supr 
port is derived from personal property and volun- s , 
tary contributions^ there being no establish^ 
tithes whatever ; and although that admirable ior 
junctioia of the Prophet, by which every mussuU 
man is required to« devote a tenth part of his pro- 
perty to charitable donation^, is not universally 
obeyed, yet instances of hospitality and benevo- 
lence are very prevalent amongst all classes of the 
inhabitants. 

You are of course aware that the women are 
not, by the tenets of Mahomet, supposed to pos- 
sess souls, and consequently excluded from his 
promised inunortality ; they are, however, en- 
joined to perform all those ceremonies of devptiout 
prescribed by the Koran to the other sex. To, 
jdwell upon the innumerable evils that arise ^from* 
this invidious and unjust distinction of theseKes,* 
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would require several pages; but, in order to fulfif 
the object of this communication, it may be suf- 
ficient to observe, that the fernales of Barbary are 
considered by their merciless keepers as little ^bove 
the brute creation ; and, while subjected to such 
melancholy degradation, cau neither aspire to a 
more dignified place in society, nor entertain that 
sense of moral obligation which is so necessary to 
human happiness in this world. 

It is said that fhe character of men, however' 
depraved, is seldom destitute of some shades of 
virtue ; if there can be an exception to this rule, it 
may, I think, with great justice, be applied to the 
people of Tripoly ; for I have been unable to dis- 
cover iany of their good qualities that can be put 
in contrast with their well-known attributes of 
revenge, avarice, treachery, and deceit, which pre- 
dominate indiscriminately in the prince and pea^ 
sant. There is probably no country on earth 
where the inhabitants are more inclined to be vi- 
cious; yet such is the promptitude with which 
justice is administered, that crimes bear but a 
small proportion to those of European countries. 
-~The prejudice generally* entertained against 
strangers ought, liowever, to place them on their 
guard against the chicanery and low cunning of 
these people, who often succeed in duping Chris- 
tians : in fact, there is no species of artifice vvhich 
a Moor will not practise to attain his object; nd 
lies or imposture to which be has not reeoUrse, 
when dealing with foreigners. Menaces and 
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threats are sometimes resorted to by the higher 
order of society, while the Arabs pride themselves 
on imposing quietly on your credulity. Of the 
former practice, his highness the Bashaw's <con- 
duct, both to his own subjects and Europeans^ 
furnishes many a memorable proof. 

Bravery is said by many to be inherjent in the 
Moorish character; if they possess any praiiie** 
worthy quality, I confess a little credit may be 
given to them on this point; but then, we are to 
consider the sort of enemies they have had to* 
contend with. It is true they have beaten the 
Americans and Sicilians ; . but neither of. these 
powers can be considered so eminent in warr, as to 
enable us to form a just criterion of the nation 
who beats them in the field or on the water. Pre- 
destination, the universalbelief of Mahometans, ia 
the sole cause of their occasional firmness in battle: 
in feet, every occurrence in life is attributed to that 
will of Heaven ; and if an implicit faith in this 
doctrine renders them brayer on the one hand, ft 
ought to be observed, that, on the. other, it tends 
to harden them in crimes of the blackest nature, 
which, owing to the fatal idea of having been the 
will of God, are never followed by remorse or 
amondment. 

You will natgrally inquire, why so much de- 
pravity should prevail here ? The question is an- 
swered with facihty: it originates in that cruel 
and despotic form of government which never fails 
to vitiate the people; and, by destroying theseed?, 
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of ratioBftl liberty, wmbilates, as it were, virtue^ 
tb« l^itimate olTspfiDg and soul of freedom ! 
, Although no regttjar system of public ediir 
catiqn is established here, yet there are a great 
m^ny schools about the city, where the poorest 
inlwbitants generally coatrive to have their male 
childreo. taught to read and write: the mode of 
conveying instruction is, I understand) extremely 
ingenious, and well calculated for rapid improve- 
ment; the pupils are, however, taken away ^from 
their studies at the age of fourteen,, and concU^4e 
their education by a mixture in society ^ 4nd. per- 
sonal intercourse withjuen and manners. 

Notwithstanding the Prophet's ordinam^e^i^i^iiLfr 
tive to a temperate mqde of liviijig, many of hi$. 
fc^lower^ have considerably degenerated in th»k 
respect; and it is not unusual for the Tripolineft' 
to indulge very frequently in the use of stroag 
liquors, particularly rum and brandy. Thi^* kt- 
always done by stealth, while their native. byponf 
crisy enables them to assume an ^ppeanuif^ o£ 
moderation: their sensual appetites are, baw£\^r^. 
infinitely better regulated than those of any other 
people on the coast of Barbary, and a. native of; 
Tripoly is seldom known to have more than one, 
wife out of the four allowed by his^ religion ; and 
it is singular, that the indulgence of a ^rertain pro- 
pensity, so degrading to the Tunisians, is scarcely 
known here. I ought to add, in honour to the. 
G^sbaw's character, that hapunishes that dreadful 
ertnie.iA a most exemplary manper. . , , . ; 
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The shocking lilfe firewribed to the unhappy 
women of this country, r^ndeis ijt impossible* for 
any Europten observer to form a dbtinct idea of 
their disposition and character. I have made v^ry 
dil^nt inquiries as to their general method of 
treatment from their relentless masters ; and also 
undeirstand that, in. point of personal-beauty, they 
are-by no means deficient, although that is much 
checked by their* sedentary mode of life. Their 
education consists of acquiring a perfect know- 
Je^^ of housekeeping, particularly that of making 
all their own clothes, and preparing cuscasoo, the - 
favourite idish of Mahometaas, and various 8weet-> 
naeats; in the composition of which the women 
throughout Barbary are known to excel. As in • 
other Mahometan countries, corpulency, in both 
men and women, is considered ^as the great cri- 
terion of beauty. There is little doubt, but that- 
Ifeese unfortunate beings are feelingly alive to the 
miseries of their present forlorn situation, and 
would most joyfully hail any change which might 
gfere them a proper vmk in society. In the streets, 
when permitted to go out, they are observed to 
t, gazer- with admiration on Christians, and often 
faeard.to exclaim in terms of warm approbation of 
our dress aad general appearance. Some people 
ha^e wierted, that the force of habit, and long 
ei tablisbed custom, ha veextingi^ished those feelings 
qI* jealousywbichr would ptherwite render the situ- 
jttiliw of rival brides so wretched. This is by no 
jneans the case ; .apd> asJf purely originifeinif Ia- 

VOIi, II. F ' 
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ii3stmct(of which th^re canbenodoubt,) the women 
of this country are continually torn by the sacM pa- 
roxysms of disappointed love as distract the most 
refined countries of Europe. Theadvocates, if there 
are any, for a plurality of wives, have only to visit 
Batbary, in order to 'be convinced of the ruin 
attached to, and the irrationality of, that fallacious 
system; for the most violent means are conti- 
Dually resorted to for the suppression of thiat off- 
spring which it is out of their power to support, 
while the liberty of shutting up geveral ill-fated 
females, for the gratification of one person, is not 
only destructive of personal happiness and social 
orders but often fatal to thousands of a sex, which, 
if permitted to assume the rights of nature, or 
their natural right, would tend at once to charm 
and humanize their savage companions. 

Although cruelty fdrms a striking characteristic 
of the Tripolines, that quality is not indulged .so 
much in their administration of justice and pu- 
'nishmients as people are led to suppose ; indeed, 
the criminal code, if it can be honoured with, that 
title, is comparatively lenient, when coinpariBd 
with that of Tunis or Algiers; Capital punish-' 
ments ate by no means frequent ; they are never 
inflicted except in cases of murder, crimes against 
the government, or adultery on the part of females. 

If, as Beccaria observes, the object of punishing 

the guiltv should be rather that of det^rrwg 

,iit^^ tban iaflictii^ uQ&MesBaTy tortare, the 

ilikm of Tcipoly deteli^e to "be applauded in this 
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particular. The amazing promptness with which 
delinquency of every kind is punished here» has 
also often excited the admiration of Europeans. 
An individual is no sooner detected in the com- 
mission of any crime, than he is seized, and in^ 
stantly brought to the Kaya, who investigates the 
alleged charges upon evidence ; and, if it is a 
point of difficulty, refers the matter to his high- 
ness the Bashaw, otherwise immediate punish* 
ment follows conviction. The above-named officer 
sits and hears causes for a certain number of 
hours every day. The Bashaw also presides in 
his Hall of Justice according to the pressure of 
business and number of causes to be tried ; ev^ry 
man pleads his own cause ; and the meanest sub-* 
ject, when called uppn to defend himself, is per- 
mitted to speak with a degree of freedom which 
would shock the feelings of an European i^ove- 
reign. 

'The bastinado is. usually inflicted, from one 
fautidred to a thousand stripes, for all minor crimes ; '^ 
and imprisonments seldom exceed two or three 
months, so that no man's labour is lost to the 
community. Thefts are punished in a very exem- 
plary 'and curious manner ; the malefactor's right 
haiid' and left foot are taken ofT,* and suspended 

■* A most si&golar circuiDstance happened here about two years 

agoz-o^affer one of these operations, the person .whp'hiid beea 

.Jliredjto psTfarm it fd^.a-degveeof tDsensibilityiti the opposila 

iiiQb$.to those he had cut off, ^iii a few' dtya tatalljr k»t ihe 

use of them, which he has not recovered to this day. 

F 2 
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for several days in a place of public resojrt. Exe- 
cutions are not allowed to lie performed by Ma- 
hometans ; but a sufficient number of Jews are 
generally obliged by the Moorish soldiers to'per- 
,form those offices : they are done in a way pecu- 
liar to this country ; for the culprit being conveyed 
to the side of a high wall, a" rope is fastened round ' 
his neck^ and thrown over to the other side, where 
the Jews are in readiness, when they seize it and 
run the criminal up without seeing him. Strang- 
ling is never inflicted in public ; that method of 
execution is reserved for the disaffected and those 
who excite the Bashaw's batred. 

The people of tbis country are remarkably su- 
perstitious in many respects, this is the inseparable 
evil of ignorance in every part of the world, and I 
do not see that its effects in Barbary are more to be 
deplored than they are any where else. 

. The sanctity attributed to ideots is certainly one 
of the most extraordinary dogmata connected with 
Mahometan belief, and serves to show the woii- 
derful influence of religion when its tenets arfeevea 
in opposition to the most self-evident truths: Tfee 
only reason given for this truly singular prqdiifec^ 
tion is that, being deprived of freewill, >^0cAi 
had made them so, and tftey were entitled to the 
veneration of mortals/' These objects of Maho« 
metan devotip^ are generally seen under some arch 
leading into the. ioity^ aiid are very often suppoiied 
to Kssutne the appearance of fools for some 8i«bter». 
purposes of their own. Their graven like those of 
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the priests, afe regarded as saoctuaries, from whence 
a c/pimioal, if he takes refuge in them, though he 
may be . starved, mu stnot be forcibly removed. 
Mahomet seems to have duly appreciated the inu- 
tjlity of those numerous festivals and holidays, 
jivhich ate so ruinous to public industry in son^e 
places ; those prescribed by the Koran occupy biit 
.a very small portion of the year,' and never inter- 
rupt the occupations of trade or commerce for an 
hour. Ramadan is the Lent of Barbary, and lasts 
thirty days ; during this period no follower of the 
Prophet is,' upon pain of death, allowed to takfe 
the least refreshment whatsoever between sun rise 
and its setting. This fast is most rigidly observed 
and succeeded by what they call Biram ; like our 
£a^t<er, it Iststs three days, which are of course de- 
voted to unlimited festivity, of which eating and 
drinking form. by far the greatest part^ Oh this 
occasion, those who can afford it, ki|l a ^iieep, 
;^^iQh is roasted whole,, and when stufied .with ^ 
ftw^tmeats of various kinds is considered by t^e 
Tripolines as the ne plus ultra of the culinary art. 
^ Biram is al^o enlivened by several Moorish sports» 
such aa dancing girls, whose movements are like 
tlwse described by the Abb6 Raynal,* naked 
wr^lers whose bodies are rubbed over with soap 

"^ ^ ' * s — "^^" ''^ — 

* The Baladi^res, " ces douses sont presque toutes de 

/pantomimes d^amoor; le plan, k dessein, les attitudes^ tes me- 
Sttres, lessons et }es cadences de ces bBllet8,;tont lespire cette 
fMME»«Wet tn^ipiU^ les volopt^s et lesr {vmMt9*''^''TfSfii^J» 
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aiMl lAk w^l^^^ on »iiltfi twi^iity faet high, mu^ 
sic90nc^f ai^l the: whirligig used ii^Epglish fiaiirs, 
whkfeiti^IMi^yie, a Moorish invention. . 

.Ti^e,€xisteape of elves or fa»iries, who are sijpr . 
ppaed to inhabit under ground, and influence the, 
destinies of mortals, is implicitly believed by the.- 
Moors ; many eyeii imagine that they are betrothed 
in marriage to these airy beings: a Moorish womaix, 
never throws any warna water on the ground with- 
out previously ejaculating, '* I mean no harm to. 
you, therefore do none to me/* A wonderful 
degree of importance is attached |o what they call 
the evil eye, a /species of superstition that is enter- . 
tained by all classes of the community: persons^ 
animals^ houses, in short, every article of furniture 
is furnished with a charm to counteract its efFcGts; 
tl^is usually consists in a small hand being painted 
on what they wijsh lo.pre^erve, and the siker bracer 
lets worn by the woman have two triangles inter-*, 
secti^ijg ea<?h other at right angles, carved on the?i)i, 
IXorses^ mules,, and camels have alsoa charm sust 
pended roupd their nqcks. Hands and triangles are 
painted over the entrances to the Bashaw's castle, 
those of the mosqui^s, and all* the private houses; 
the cradles of children are also ornamented with 
the figure of ^. hand/. The fQllovying story wafi 
told to me by a Moor in order to illustrate the 
effect soKMti^i^s produced by an " evil eye/* A 
person possessed of the evil eye, being once on a 
journey, chanced to enter a cottage where be saw 
an old woman, and a child which lay sleeping, in ^ 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC • 



TRIPOIiY. Tl. 

cndte;.he requited that gome milk uliight be- 
girea bhn to quench his thirst, but there wes un- 
fortunately none in the house; having remained 
soitie time to repose himself^ he was observed to 
gajfe stedfestly on the infant, and admired it^ , 
beauty, he soon after departed; on the mother's ^ 
awaking next morning, she found her chiM dead ! 
o<cca$ioned of course by the evil eye of the preced* 
ing day. Innumerable stories of a similar descrip* 
tion aire related in all the Catholic countries of 
Europe, where popular errors of this sort are oar* 
ried' infinitely further than in Barbary ; as a proof 
of this assertion, it i^ only necessary to observe 
that the existence of ghosts or hobgoblins i^ en- 
tirely disbelieved in this country. 

An extraordinary respect is always paid to the 
dead in Tripoly, and the friends of the deceased 
makea rule of visiting their tombs periodically, for 
the pi\rpose of giving way to their feelings of sor- 
row ; a trait which, in the character of such a 
people, cannot be too highly praised, s& it exhibits 
a degree of sympathy not very common to chris- 
tens. The general burying ground is situated 
oiitside the city gates. In the centre of this ceme- 
tery 'stands the mausoleum of a most celebrated 
Consair, Rais Dragut, whose personal bravery and 
wtreptdity equalled either of the Barbarossas, of 
oYie of whom he was the 61feve. This extraordinary 
character was born in Natolia, and remarkable for 
the traits of humanity which sometimes adorned his 
actions. He was Viceroy of Tripoly, and in i665 ^ 
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proceeded to Malta Virith a lerge force for, the pur- 
pose of assisting Piale, the Turkis^i Genjeraljem- 
pJ9yed in the second armada against that island a a 
stone splinter, produced by a shot from the. castle 
Of St. Angelo, plit a period to Dragut's existence,, 
shortly after bis landing. He was succeeded hero.. 
by a much less memorable character named Ochal*. / 
It ought to be added, that Dragut eatertainejfj[ as. 
much implacable hatred for the name of a Majtese 
knight, as his successor, Usef Bashaw,. does for a 
Maltese tradeir. Such is' the veneration in >vhicl\ 
■I)ragut Rais's memory i& held here, that the, 
captains of his Highnesses cruizers, previously to, 
their sailing from Ttipoly, proceed, accompanied, 
by theirt^fficers and crew, to his tomb, and formally^ 
iknplore his protection during the ensuing expe- 
ditibri. There is a iunall one nearer the town^ at 
which every corpse going to be depc|^sited in the 
Other is delayed for a short time, in order that a 
prayer may be said according to an pld custom • . 
The Bashaw's family, and bodies of saints are ex- 
clusively permitted to be buried in the*city. His 
Highne§s's family mausoleum is dlose to the grand , 
mosque, in the vicinity of his palace. 

Thechristian place of burial is, of course, outside 
th^ town-walls, and close to the sea ; it is never 
molested by the Moors, who, as already stated, 
treat all our religious ceremonies wijli the utrpost 
respect. 

The marriage ceremonies of these people are in-, 
variably performed in. the night, and attended with 
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considdlrable gaiety. The bride is conveyed to the 
bridtegrootn^s place of t^sidence by her parents and* 
friends, preceded by a band of men bearing lantetris" 
and playing on tabors ; these are followed by slaves 
carrying baskets of Henna, arid various perfuiiies, * 
together with the jewels and night robes 6£ the 
bride, who is also preceded by a slave, who walk- 
ing backwards, presents a looking glass towards 
her; a number of women are always in the train, 
add contrive to make a great noise til! the proces- 
sion arrives at its destination, when feasting, music, 
and dancing continue till midnight, at which pe- 
riod the company retire. The Tripoline women' 
af6 bften married when under twelve years of age. 
If the bride is an Arab, and has any considerable 
distahce to go, she is placed in a wicker cradle, 
borne by a camel, and attended by seVoral men on 
hofe'ehijickj who as they proceed, keep up a conti- 
nued fire of musketry, and perform various feats of 
horsemanship in honour of the lady. 

The bond of matrimonial union is formed by the 

bridegroom's signing articles i n the Cadi's presence ; 

this generally relates to her dowry, which he is 

obliged by law to return, if on any future occasion 

, he should be disposed to repudiate her. 

Children during the first year are wrapt tightly 
round, from head to foot, with swaddling clothes, as 
the Moors tell you, to prevent any injury being done 
to their limbs. — '' And this shajl be a, sign unto - 
yoii ; ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
chtkes lying in amanger.'*-— St. Luke, c. ii. v. IS. 
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• St«^bbing with aifiifeis the usual r^^lt of a 
steriotJ^ dispute bet^ween; the Turkish or Moorish 
soldkrs and sailors, and also bctvTe^n them and the - 
women of the town. Civilians gratify their private 
resentment against each other, by administering 
poison in a cup of coflfee; the latter has indeed 
become so comnion now, that when any person 
gdes off soddehly;, people say, *' He has taken his 
co#Be/' The poisoned coffee is sometimes given 
with a view of producing immediate dissolution^ 
and at others, in order to prolong the victim's mi- 
series ftfr several months. ' 
The peculiarities which distiugutsh the pieopl^ 
of different nations have often surprized riiel 111 this ^ 
place it is usupl for the lower class of people, par-' 
ticulatly sailors an4 soldiers^ whefi in the company 
;Of Cyprians, of whom there are a few in the capital, 
to show their japparent insensibility to p^h, by 
the applidation of fire to different parts of the body, 
they also often suffer those ladies to run a knijfe into" 
their arms an4 legs ; thos6 who evince the greatest 
-degree of firmness in such trials, are of course 
honoured with more confidence and esteem tb^nv 
J^etest. : . • 
The sports and amusements practised heref are* 
of the most sinnplie description. Athletic exer- . 
ciseis, such as wrestling, are peculiar to the lower 
class ; those of a higher condition are devoted to a 
life of indolence in general. GamWirig is a vice 
altnost unknown j although chess and a game called 
mangolo, occupy a considerable portion of those 
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ifrbo frequent coffee-houses: 10 thekcjua^r^Jd with 
e^s^ other, they sx^ldom^ have recourse to Uowi^ ; 
a riolent dispute usually^ finishes every disagree- 
v^mt. The Jews are extremely litigious amongst^ 
themselves, but neither distinguished for their 
s^ctivity or bravery. 

The costume of Tripoly, whether for men or 
women, differs, in no way fi-om tl^t of Tunis and 
the other parts of Barbary* The Arabs wear a sort 
ofbrown.baracan and turban ; the former is throw^u 
carelessly over the body, and by being pinned on- 
the left shoulder, has a very graceful appe^ance. 
4^.^Uc are obliged by law t6 yield military service 
J t4i .the Bashaw, so every man in the regency is 
ar^d : th^ weapons consist qf a ,sword, called 
tagenih oasfe pf pistols and dagger ; when 00, horse- 
back* a musket is added. , ^ 
, The sciences and liberal arts being quite un-» 
koowa to these people, they possess a large share 
of. that self-opinion which is the never-failing 
Qamjpdaion of ignorance ; and. not only desg^ise our 
iniprovements, but are so foolish as to . believe 
themselves our superiors in several respects. This 
erroneous nM)de of thinking, together with their 
natural jealousy of character, is naturally a great 
bar to ^van^^ement : but another obstacle,, atilj 
nioi;ie powerful, vsi put in their way ; this comes 
;&onfi 'the head of the government, who is well 
opnvinced, that if he encouraged a spirit <>f inquiry. 
^p4 iiAprovement, the numerous impositions and 
»ca:u#lti^s, invhich enable him to govern now, wouW 
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speedWy be exploded* The Baasfaaw; therefore, r^^ 
j(Bcte every : thing in tfee shape of fomga inv^nttan, 
a»d promulgates a belief that it would be contrary 
to the Prophet's will, if the people adopted ?tfm 
nbodes of other nations. As to their literature, it 
is confined to a knowledge of the Koran^ and/a: 
few eastern tzrles, beyond which thiey never aspire^ 
The arts of design and perspective, together with 
every other species of refinement, except what is 
absolutely necessary for the simplest wants of 
nature, are unknown. Medicine and surgery! are 
the only sciences which they have bfoughib to 
what they consider a degree of the highest -per*^ 
fiaction; something relative to the .method^ of 
curing diseases will, therefore, very properly come 
in here. ' , » 

The number of physicians throughout tte re* 
gfency is not equal to what wehavein the London ' 
hospital; and subh is the uninterrupted health 
eaf) joyed by dl classes of the community, that 
these have but little practice. Their fees seldom 
qxceed sixpence ; even operations are performed 
for a shilling l-^Nothing is internally administered 
to patients except herbs of different kinds; r^* 
men is the great resource during sickness. - The 
surgical instruments would doubtless excite the 
curiosity of our feculty ; they consist of a -few 
iFons of different sizes, with -figures marked xni 
the ends: these ai^ applied to various parte^C 
of the body, as the nature of diseases reqiiite^ 
their miraculous effect, :^^ in Biany instance® ^hat 
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hav^^come Mr itbiH my own obseryationyfnin^MM^ 
a nost ioterestrng groimd of: speculative iaq^if]^ 
m to the effscts of fire and heat ou the^huV 
mki ^system. However incredible the assertioa 
may apfpear, I have, during my intercourse with 
Tunis and this place, kfaown Iseveral attatks^of 
rheumatism to be removed by the application of 
these irons, and one case, in which a person suf« 
ferijDg from the efiects of rupture received the 
greatest relief. The instrument is usually applied 
behind oneof the ears, aad ofi?en under the ancles: 
wounds are generally burnt out by them, and • 
ulcers of a serious nature >a re frequently cured, 
l^udicrous a& this relation of Barbary operatioafiic 
may appear tO; the host of empirics who swarm .00 
our shore, there is no person who has closely 
obsecved things in this country who will not bear 
testimony to the truth of what I havead¥anced» 
Tilere ase qo public hospitals ; and cripples, or 
people, of a deformed appearance, are nev^r seen in 

tkmhm^ bones and fractures are very successfully 
treated in igeneral; the ostrich grease is uniyersally 
a{3|^li€^ to theni and contusions of .^very desorip^^ 
tion : amputations are p^formed with amazing 
celerity; the arteri^ are not -taken up as in Xu- 
K»pe ; and a linxb ia no soon^er takepux)^*, than! the 
iftump is dipped into a bowl of hot pi^h, whtoh 
Ipenerally: stops the bleedis^, and soon^briqgs about 
^ ourp. In faety when we reflect on the simpli** 
city <^ treating. #»afie8, m tibia almost savagp 
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country, co^ipared with the innumerable m^^dical 
impotitionB fiectiNar to our own, it is impossible 
hot to deplore the progresi? of refinement,' which, 
if it has raised us above other people jn so many 
•ways, has also created a number of imaginary evib 
itnkboWD to ii less civilized state of Society. 

Tlie language spoken here is supposed, by Etf- 
topeM adepts, to be the purest Ar^ic known oh 
the whole coast of Barbary : the^i^ripelines con- 
»idet it -as infinitely superior to that of their Tu- 
nisian neighbonrs/ Tf we are to believe the opinion 
of some people, there is scarcely any dialect ih 
which a more harmonious combination of sounds 
can be produced ; and it would appear that many 
^quaint sayings, habitual in our own country, hat^e 
been practised here time out of mind. Thus, If 
you relate any thing to an Ar^b which savours of 
the marvellous, he very drily exclaims with a 
"hum." — Lym Portugal! — Very fine oranges!" 
a phrase once very much in vogue among our 
Bond^street loungers. When people meet in tffe 
street, the usual salute of " How do you do*' is 
exchanged; they generally say, *' AshHunck ?**-^ 
What's the colour ? — as we inquire on similar oc- 
-casiqns, ** How* does the land lay,*' &c. — It is 
remai^able with what a degree of facility and pre- 
cision an Arab can learn English, whereas one of 
our countrymen rarely attains any perfection in 
the Arabic ; thfe French are more successful. 
- In closing' this rinperfect sketch of Trfp6K»« 
inanners and cuatcmis, one observsAion appears t6 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



guggest itseliu It jias witb great justice |>€||^ ^ai^ 
thftt .happiness is comp^^tive, and oioteovery th^ 
the all- wise Providence has distributed its fayou;» 
in nearly equal proportions all over the habitabie 
globe^ In calmly contemplating tbe charactem 
of these people,, we cannot but deplore that habU 
tual system of wickedness whiqh has vitiated 
them, and madjB them what they are. It will, 
however, be recollected, that all their evils spring 
fitim the corrupl^j^ni of an improper, n^t tQ say 
vile, government ; and that the people, who are 
now degraded by every sj^cies of vice, would, 
i^fider a free apd enlightened code of laws, equal 
the mpst improved class of society in other coun- 
tries. ,. Situated as they are, we may well excldini 
wiljlj the poet-r- . .» . . 

" —Where ignorance is bliss, 
'Tis folly to be wise— " 

for a ^ater extension of knowledge, or moie 
jt^ned degree of sensil^ility, might tend to lem- 
bitter their situation, without ameliorating, their 
^ curil and political condition. Impartiality requires 
that I should pursue this reflection a littleii^r):her, 
and observe, that if philosophy and^science hav« 
not reared their head amidst these deserts, the 
people are also strangers to that innumerable and 
xnelianchQly tr^n of woes^ which have followed 
the st^s of rejBnement in miany countries erf E«- 
^'ope ; and. that in the enjoyment of a salubrious 
diiQate^ and wonderfully productive soil^ the n^- 
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, tives of Tripoly are truly blest. Their wants are 
few, and most libetally supplied by the beneficent 
hand of Nature. It is true they are deprived of 
the gratification we'derive from balls, pliiys, and 
routs ; yet, on -the other hand, the streets of Tri- 
poly are not crowded with objects of degrading 
mendicity. There are no hospitals or poor-houses ; 
for every body is usefully employecj. You see no 
jails filled with malefactors aad debtors.* The 
towns are not frequented by thousands of unhappy 
females, driven to a life of dissoluteness and, dis* 
houourby necessity : and the fatal arts of seduction 
never destroy the peace of an unsuspecting family. 
This' picture, sombre as it is, of comparative hap- 
piness and misery, might be extended ; but I wil- 
lingly leave it td the reflection of my reader j and 
in revering the dispensations of Heaven, which 
has, with so much impartiality, divided the cup 
of good and evil below, shall proceed to fulfif the 
ulterior object in my next letter, by a descriptioh 
of the governnient, and political relations of th46 
state. • 



* There is no such thing as arrest for debt here, much leU 
linprisoBiDent : if a man chooses to lend ^j thing he nay, btt 
^Quot throw you into a jail, and thereby annihilate your n^eans 
of repaying hinu However, the obligation of buying is reversed 
in this country ; for it is the seller who thinks he confers a 
favour on 3rou by disposing bis property of Which you are in 
need.' 
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LETTER IV. 

*' lis nc regretteBt point la pcrte 
.De ces arts, dotitlad^converte ' 
A rhomme a cout6 tant de soinS;, 
Ejb qui, devenus u^cessaiies, 
N'ont fait qii' aiiginenter nos miseies 
Tin multipliant nos .besoins." 

Huron de Rousseau. 

TTisiorif of^ Tripbtif — Carthagitiians — Romans~ 
' 'Saracens — 'British Attacks aacl Treaties— Go- 
*' verhment — Characters and Descriptions of the 
*''vari6us Officers — Tripoline Policy towards the 

Afahs — British Connection with that Gov^rn^ 

mtfit] 

,.y. ^., . : ,, . Tripolif^.im. 

;*:4'!l4KN<JTHENED detail of tU^ fortiier history of 
^^i«, country would be foreign jto .my original pur- 
vf^e, .£^nd owifig to 'a scantin^^: of mt^tei^ials 
neither calculated to instruct or amuse you. Moi^e 
- anxious, to illu^trat? the present state of things 
ijtjiao d.weJI upon the past, it ^yillperhaps be suf- 
ficient merely fo phserif-ie, that the coasts of Tri- 
'poly were ever objects of solidUide with the two 
great rival powers of antiquity. Sharmg the glory 
..an^^^te of Carthage^ it became a most valuable ac- 
quisition to the Roman empire, and after having for 
many centuries experienced the benign effects of 
enlightened laws and good government, it sunk 

VOL* II. G 
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into that night of obscurity which overwhelmed 
the former mistress of the world — a darkness 
from whence it has not emerged for a period of 
more than one thousand years. The triun>phant 
followers of Mahomet, under the Caliph&,. subjur 
gated the whole of this coast, in their way to 
Spain, during the seventh century, and obliterated, 
by the introduction of a new religion, nearly every 
trace of its former manners and customs. Since 
the above period, Tripoly, like the other stales of 
Barbary, has been continually either a prey to 
despotism, or torn by intestine division. This 
city was occupied for a short time by the Knights 
of Malta, in the reign of Charles V. of Spain ; 
they were, however^ driven from.it in 1551, by 
'Si nan Bashaw atad the celebrated Dnigut Rais, 
since which period, no European power has at- 
tempted to take possession of any part of the 
coast. It has, however, been necessary to send a 
British admiral and respectable naval force, more 
than once, to bring these people to a proper sense 
of duty, and repress their disposition to plunder 
oil the high seas. Blake,* the Nelson of his day, 

/ " • 

* It generally happens, that more tliau a century passes be- 
fore the place of such an admiral is supplied : and on con^ 
paring their reapec^tive ch^racter$» it is impossible not to be 
struck with the similarity between this great man and Lord 
Nelson. 

The following panegyric of an elegant writer, the Earl of Cla- 
reiidon> on Bbeike, cannot be too c^en repeated or read by the naval 
men of Great Bnt«m:—^' Be trastho &at Bum that dedined t^e 
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^Dd giorjr of England, after his successful attacJc 
on Tunis in 166i, came here and concluded* t 
treaty which ' appeared to secure the British in»- 
terests on a tolerably stable foundation. With 
the states of Barbary there is, however^ no faith, 
and in 167 S their outrages became so frequent, ^ 
that it was resolved to send Sir John Narborough 
with a squadron of ships, to punish them for fre- 
quent breaches of the treaty made by Admiral 
Blake. The gallant and prompt manner in which 
the boats of his sliips, under the direction of 
LieutenantShovel,*made a most successful attack 
on several men of war in the harbour, by which 

^ ' ^ ' I . I . J 1 .1 I I ^ n. " 

old track, a^d made it manifest, tbat the science mii^ht be atr 
4aii»ed iu less time than was imagined^ and despiseijl those inlje^ 
which had been long in practice, to keep his ^hip and men Ott| 
of, danger 9 which had beep held in former times a^poin^t of great 
ability and circumspection, as if |the principal art requisite in the 
captain of a ship had been to be sure to come home safe again. He 
was the first man who brought the fehips to contemn castles on' 
shore, which had been thought erer very formidable, and wer^ 
discovered by him |o make a. noise /only, and to fright tbost^ 
who could be rarely hint by thjem, Hexvas the first that infused 
that proportion of courage into seamen^ by making theni'see, by 
experience, what mighty things they could do if they, wer^ 
resolved; and taught thein to fight in fire as well as upon' water: 
and although he Jbatli been well imitated and followed, he was 
the first that gave the example of that kind of naval courage, 
and bold and resolute achievements;" It would appear that 
his lordship had been writing the character of our hero of Tra- 
falgar. 

♦ Afterwards lar CJoudesly, who was shipwradked on the- 
Island c^ Sf iHy in ITW^^CampbelTs Lives efthe AdmifxJ^ '^ 

a 2 
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four were totally destroyed, is recorded in our 
naval history, together with the subsequent ex- 
ploits which obliged the Tripolines to accede to 
Sir John's terms. These were the most memorable 
instances of Great Britain's hostility against Tri- 
poly. Several commanders have been here since 
that time, but all contrived to renew the treaties, 
without making that sort of impression upon them 
which an exertion of force alone can produce. 

In pourtraying the government of Tripoly, I 
regret that it has not fallen to my lot to describe a 
more enlightened and beneficent system of legisr 
lative power; on the contrary, the most unequi- 
vocal despotism prevails throughout every depart- 
ment of the state, and, as already observed, ha$ 
moulded the people into a degree of insensibility, 
from whence it is a very doubtful question ' whe-» 
ther they will ever arise, till awakened by the 
arm of conquest, or a more extensive intercourse 
tvith the powers of Europe, which would ulti- 
mately have the effect of removing those prejur 
dfces, engendered as much by ignorance as the 
baleful impression of religious dogmata. Passing 
over a long period, during which the Regency W^s 
subjected to the immediate sovereignty of tli^ 
Porte, I find that through the talents and military 
prowess of Hamet Bashaw,a native of Caramania, 
it was in 1713 erected into a kingdom, at which 
time>Hamet not only disowned the Grand Seignior's 
authority, but carried his arms into the ]iitepior» 
where he succeeded in making the Sultanny of 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



TRIPftLY. 85 

Fezzan tributary, and reduced the hitherto uiv- 
tractable inhabitants of Garian and Messulata, to 
the utmost subjection.* He also possessed the 
merit of having encouraged ingenious foreigners 
to settle in his dominions, and thereby promoted 
the cultivation of qiany sources of national wealth, 
particularly the manufactory of woollen stuffs, 
tanning Morocco leather, &c. Yet although 
Hamet Bashaw made Tripoly independent of the 
Grand Seignior in a great measure, still for form's 
sake, his successors, on coming into power, make 
large presents, which are followed up in the course 
of their reign by others, for which they receive a 
Firman to act. 

After the death of this prince, which took place 
in 1745, the usual dissensions, about who was to 
succeed him in the government, continued to dis- 
tract the Regency for many years, although he 
fixed it as hereditary in his own family, and was 
succeeded by his second son Hamet, of whom the 
present ruler Yusef is a lineal descendant, and 
said to be infinitely mere cruel than his father Ali, 
whp is ki^own to have put to death seven of his 
nearest relations. Yusef, taking ad;^antage of the 
weakness and incapacity of bis elder brother^ 
Hasan, contrived to get into power in the year 



"* The name of Sheik Safanasi^, an Arab chief in the monhttdns 
of Garian, mH be long^ remembered in Tripoly^, for the aocceaii^ 
fill opposition he ksA m«de. to the Bftahaw, for. a loiog series of 
years^ 
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1795, at which time, an usurper, AH Banzool, 
from Constantinople, was driven from this cit}% 
after being in possession of it for two years, 
and having resisted every effort of tiie Bashaw's to 
supplant him. The rightful heir to this govern- 
ment is said to have fallen a victim by the hatids 
of hiiS own brother, who could not have governed 
under any other circumstances. Yusef^s charac-* 
ter presents an odious assemblage of all those 
qualities which generally distinguish a prince of* 
this country : nor is there a hope of his future 
amendment; for, educated in crimes, he is the 
Settled slave of passion ; hence these innumerable 
acts of violence committed daily by the Tripoline 
cruizers, and by all those in subordinate situations 
who surround his person. Those who have more 
minutely studied his character, assert that it bears 
a greater resemblance to that of Domitian than 
Nerd, being more delighted with perpetrating 
acts of severity with his own hands than seeing 
others perform them ;* and, like the former, he 
never entertained a real friendship for any man, 
however liberal his professions may have been. 

There are in this country, as under the most 
regular forms of government, officers of state who 
are in situations of considerable responsibility: of 



* BKs Highness oa « Idte occasioti, wb^n in one of those pa^ 
ro^LysiDB to which he is so frequently subject, struck off the. 
head of a poor Sicilian slave, named Michele Sqotta, with his 
own hand. 
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these I shall shortly notice the principal, together 
with their respective functions. 

The Bashaw's eldest son, Mahomet, has the 
title of Bey, and usually commands all the land 
forces of the Regency as generalissimo. 

The Aga commands all the Turkish soldiers in 
the Bashaw's pay, who do not at present exceed 
one hundred men. During the Bey's absence, 
this officer is intrusted with the command of the 
army. There are several Agas under him, who 
act as aides-du-camp. 

The Kaya is grand judge ; he presides all day, 
except from twelve till three, at the castle gate ; ' 
and is the first in dignity and power in civil mat- 
ters : all complaints of injustice or oppression are 
represented through him to the Bashaw ; who, on 
the other hand, makes this oflSeer the organ 
through whom all punishments are inflicted, for 
crimes of state, disobedience to the laws, and all 
other transgressions. The Kaya, by his High- 
nesses permission, a"djusts and mediates all differ- 
ences between the government ^nd Arabs. His 
situation is naturally very lucrative, but he is 
obliged to reimburse a large proportion of the pro- 
fits to his master. The promptitude with which 
causes of the mos,t intricate nature are decided, 
and offences punished, is truly admirable ; and it 
is impossible for an European to witness the 
almost instantaneous course of justice in Barbary, 
without contrasting it with the '* law's delay** pe- 
culiar to other countries. Here are, I confess, 
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frequent acts of oppression and injustice ; neither 
can you expect to see that equity of decision which 
marks the character of our English tribunals. 
Yet the people are ignorant of the immense ex- 
pense, vexatioDj and disappointment^ which so 
generally attend suits of taw in other places ; nor 
is there that incentive to litigation which a use- 
less multiplicity of lawyers never fail to create. 
For the justice of this remark I will only appeal to 
the state of your own island, and more particu- 
larly to that of Sicily, 

The Hasnadar Grande, or grand treasurer, is 
receiver and paymaster of the liashaw's public 
money. The present Bashaw is his own treasurer ; 
the nominal one has the charge and command of 
ithe unfortunate Sicilian slaves^ one hundred and 
fifty in number. 

The Hasnadar Picfcolo, or -treasurer of the 
housdfiold^ is paymaster of the Bashaw's priva;te 
expenses in the castle and city; 

/The Kaya Piccolo is a species of high sheriff, 
and comptroller of executions within the castle, 
commander of the body guard, and in the Kaya 
Granule's absence administers his functions. 

The Sheik el Bled is a species of lord mayor ; 
he keeps order, ^and administer ilie city laws as 
prescribed to him by the Bashaw, to whom he 
mkkes^ daily reports of his proceedings. 

The Mufti is at the head of the Maraboot order; 
not unlike, eomponere magnis, our ArcUbish^p of 
Canterbury; r « 
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. Kadi is chief judge in trafnsgressjons againstr the , 
Mlsthometati feith* The Mufti and Kadi assis4; his 
Highness tbe Bashaw on the days of distributiag 
justice in full divan, both in civil and rdigious 
matters. 

The Kaids are governors of the respective ttibes 
and provinces in his Highness- sdomintoim, and 
are.jendowed with almost unlimited powers ; they 
a<imini;Ster justice^ levy taxes, and extort tributes 
fmoi the Arabs ; their cruelty and rapacity are pro- 
verbial* 

Haggias are. the Bashaw's private secretaries, of 
.whom he. generally. has two or three. 
' The foregoing, together with those who have 
Jbe^n employed as foreign embassadors, principally 
uaval and military officers, and five favorite poK-^ 
sons of Tripoly, form the Divan: the original in- 
tention of this assemWy was to regulate all mat* t 
texs of public interest, whether of a civil or politi- 
cal nature; but it is now merely nominal,; and 
only assembled on days of ceremony to give 
external eclat to his Highnesses audiences, &c., 
for the Bashaw has taken care that all the power 
should emanate from himself- 

There are a number of subordinate officers, 
indiscriminately termed Chaouxes: these are per- 
sons, of approved fidelity, and not only execute all 
the internal edicts. of the Bashaw, but perform the 
' office of couriers in and out of the Regency. 

All the offices of government, whether civil or 
, military, are, of course, appointed by his High- 
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ness, and their contiouance in office made to de- 
pend en ticeiy on bis will and caprice ; he has alsa 
the power of inflicting the most exemplary punish- 
ment for all their real or imaginary crinies. It i& 
to this unlimited authority, as ruinous to the 
{»rince as to his people, that we may justly attrir 
bute the frequent revolutions in Barbary, and 
those scenes of assassination and crime whiehex- 
cite so much horror in the minds of Euwpeans. 
Without a shadow of virtue, and proverbially 
ignorant, a prince, in this country, becomes com- 
pletely the slave of his passions ; and in gratifying 
. all the worst propensities of human nature, renders 
those tinder him equally vicious \irith himself: 
for the force of example is irresistible ; and men 
seldom want a very powerful stimulus to evil. 

Yusef 's family consists of three wives : one 
white, styled the Padrona Grande ; and two black 
ones. By the former there are five children * 
living, three males and two females: — via. Ist, 
Mahomet, twenty-three years of age, .married to 
his cousin, a daughter of the dethroned Hamet, 
by whom he has three boys ; — 2ncl, Hamet, 
seventeen years of age;-r-3rd, Ali, sixteen years 
old; — 4th, Cadoogah, married, to Selim, the 
Hasnadar, without issue ; — 5th, Fatima, betrothed 
to Mustapha, the Rais of Marine, or Captain 
of the Port. By the black women, who were 
formerly his Highnesses slaves, he has three boys 
and three girls. It ought to be observed, that the 
Bashaw'S family would have been infinitely more - 
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ttiiftiefous if he had not eticbutaged his Wives to 
exrade their accouchements, which is not consi^ 
dered as a criminal act amongst the Mahometans 
in general. 

in describing the characters of those who fill the . 
offices of government in Tripoly, little pleasure iv 
afforded either to the biographer or reader^ as' in*' 
stead of virtue and talent n^othing but a set of 
men, actuated by the worst principles, and most 
degrading crimes, can be brought to . view. 
Amongst these, Sidi Hamet, first minister, .a name 
well known in Tripoly, and universally execrated, 
stands foremoiSt,. Lord Nelson duly appreciated 
the character and views of this man, at that time 
Rais of Marine, or Captain of the Port ; his Lord* 
ship's extensive political sagacity enabled him to 
perceive the many mischiefs which arise to Great 
Britain from a temporizing policy with the Bar- 
baty States, and knowing Sidi Hamet to be> not 
only an enemy of ours, but a warm partizan of 
France, with his accustomed magnanimity, sent 
a line of battle ship here, in 1798, requiring posi*- 
tivety that the Bashaw should for ever remove 
from bis councils so dangerous a subject *' alike 
the enemy of his Highness and of Great Britain/* 
A promise of compliance was immediately given t 
but, as usual, broken ; and Sidi was not even re^ 
moved from his post, but continued in the enjoy- 
ment of it, to the great detriment of British sub- 
jects, imtil 1809, when he was proojoted to the 
appointment of minister for foreign affairs. In 
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May, 1810, in order to answer some minister vieWs 
of the Bashaw, he was sent on an embassy to 
Geoieral Oa:kes at Malta-, tlis attachment td 
France has naturally increased since the request 
of our ever-to-be-lamented admiral. I have seen a 
eopy of the letter written by his Lordship on the 
above occasion ; his habitqal greatness of mind is 
manifested in every line of it ; and, as a documejnti 
cailculated to produce a decisive effeqt upon those' 
to whom it was addressed, it is a model of compo- 
sition.^ That truly great man was not only unpa- 
ralleled as an admiral, but a riiost able diploma- 
tist ; and 1 fear ages will pass by before we ever 
see his tike again. To sum up the character of 
Sidi Hamet, it inay justly be said of him, that hie 
is an exact epitome of the Moorish character, and 
ft man upon whose professions of friendship 
we can never place the smallest reliance : ' be was 
succeeded in his former situation by Mustapha, a 

* In one part of it his Lordship says, ** Your Highness wilt, 
without difficulty, write jne a letter, the substance of which -will 
be dictated by 31r. Consul Lucas ; you will also, as a convincinf 
proof of your detestation of the evil councils which have been 
given you by Hamet Rais, your Captain of the Port, eithet 
cause him to be delivered to Commodore Campbell, that I may 
send him to Constantinople, or you will dispose of biin in 
such a manner that he may for ever be incapable of giving your 
^Highnesei further advice, for his heart is so black, that I am 
convinced he can do you no gt>od.". . The above is quite enoqgb 
to prove that great man's presence of mind and politital talent-. 
In another place he adds, ** I never Could have believed that a 

Mussulman could have told a lie," 

I 
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(jreoTgif^x slave, whose chief plaims to. merit. ar«i 
derived from the low, cuoning and sycophgiicy: 
which, mark the character of his country, and are 
his predominant features* Mustapha is the 
worthy slave of Sidi Hamet, who purchased him, 
together with another named Selim, wh^ OMe 
OP a. mission at Constantinople. How be ha% 
crept into the Bashaw's confidence, I have not 
been able to le^rn ; and only know, that he has^. 
used several subjects of his Britannic Majesty 
eictremely ill, by striking. several, and, as in a late 
instance, threatening to shoot the nciaster of a 
Maltese vessel. His situation, Captain of the 
Port, is considered the third post of importance in 
the Regency, and. also gives him the entire super- 
i^tend^oce of the customs. I have already ob- 
served, th^t this man is promised one of the 6a« 
shaw's daughters (Fatima) in marriage; which, if 
BBali^i^ed, wijl make him a still greater object of 
jealousy on our part. His unpopularity equals 
that of Sidi Hamet. 

^ The Kaya» or grand judge, is a man of com- 
manding appearance, fifty years old ; and, I am 
happy to say, an honorable exception to the rest 
* of his colleagues. Although a Russian renegado 
he has had the singular good fortune to acquire 
the unlimited confidence of his master, who gave 
him one of his sisters in mamage ; this man has 
the rare felicity, amongst public men, of being uni- 
versally respected, which shews that virtue meets 
its reward, even amidst savages ! . ' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94 LETTERS FROM TB£ HBDITERRANEAN. 

Abraham Serusi, it is scarcely necessary^to say; 
is a Jew ; he is secretary to his Highivess, and pos^ 
sesses talents which render him particuls^fy useful, 
Abraham's virtues, if he has any, are of the nega^ 
tive kind: nioney is the god of his adoration; 
^nd having formerly been a French broker, he is, 
of course, decidedly in the interest of that nation; 

Selim, the Hasnadar Grande, the friend of Mu«« 
tapha, and bought with him by Sidi Hamet, ha« 
also had the good fortune to attract the Baihaw's 
notice, though without either talents or integrity, 
and has received the hand of one of his daughters, 
besides a most lucrative place. 

Hadgi Massar, although in the marine depart-* 
ment, Js employed by the Bashaw in all matters 
wherein an extraordinary degree of duplicity ai^ 
cunning is necessary ; the success of his mission to 
Malta proves that Hadgi is not a novice at nego- 
tiation : with all his defects I am led to believe 
that his political principles are rather in favour of 
England. 

Hamet, at present embassador to Spain, is not 
destitute of some talent; he was many yeio'S 
dragoman of the Dutch consulate here, and speaks 
the Italian language particularly well. 

Attiongst the naval men of Tripoly there are 
some odd characters. Murat Rais^ amidst oth^s, 
is a living proof that, by perseverance and conve* 
nient pliability of disposition^ men can sometimes 
attain the high^t offices ; this man is a native of 
Scotland, named Peter Lysle, and war, iG the year: 
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1794', mate of an English ship, which us^ to 
frequent this place: accused of plundering part 
of that vesser» cargo, be took refuge in the castle, 
aad embracing the Mahometan faith, was soon 
advanced to a command in the Tripoline navy. 
Since that time he has often distinguished him- 
self as a pirate, and made many valuable captures. 
Lysle has also been an instance of the instability 
of princely favor ; for the Bashaw has in several 
instance spoliated him of the greatest part of his 
property, and although enjoying the empty title 
of fillet admiral, poor Peter is no longer an object 
of consideration with any party here; he is, in 
fac#, rather one of commiseration, and is often 
known to sigh for the loss of his country atid 
friencfe. Rais Shelly, the vice admiral^ fs a Tri-* 
poline Moor; he was taught navigation by Murat, 
^nd is'one of- the most celebrated pirates in the 
Mediterranean. 

Amongst European residents at this place, the 
only one worth being particularly noticed, is Mr. 
Saverio Naudi, who would have remained in 
da»»rved obscurity, had not his conduct here, 
aBd at olhap places, made him a fit object of pub- 
lic animadversion and sorrow. He is now Charge 
d' -affaires for the Americans in Tripoly, having 
been put into the situation by a late consul of 
that nation, and confirmed by the Bashaw, who 
has rejected another senthere to supply his place. 
Mr- Naudi's history is simply as follows. Having 
in the early part of his life, while pursuing the' 
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trade of a watchmaker in Valetta, been concernefl 
in the robbery of one of the churches, he wa* 
obliged to take refuge in Marseilles, from whencf^ 
he was a second time driven away for a libel oa 
the government of France, and various other acts 
of impropriety. Knowing this place to be the 
receptacle of evil, he came and contrived to obtaici 
the Bashaw 'gj confidence, - by those act§ of mean 
docility which generally gain' oyer the ignorant. 
When once ingratiated with his Highness, he 
soon, became a principal actoB in the civil and 
political atrocities of fripoly, and continues tq 
play a most dangerous, as well a$. distinguished, 
part in them, till this day. Exiled from Malta 
he is th^ avowed enemy of the British interest 
here ; and, independently of stimulating all the 
•Bashaw'9 actions to his subject^) hp !$ known to 
have been in a great measure the cause of our 
consul's confinement, together with that of Mr. 
M'Donogh. It is also- positively asserted, that 
many of the piratical acts committed by the 
cruizers at sea, may be traced -to Mr.. ]Saudi'$ 
advice; in fact, he is execrated by all the inhabit- 
ants, and considered by evpry one. here as the 
most dangerous subject in the Regency. 

Many subordinate characters might be noticed, 
but as they are» without any exception, distin- 
guished by the same qualities 83 those airejady 
stated, it would be superfluous, if not presump- 
tion, to exhaust your patience with a riBpetition 
of such deformity as must be exhibited by a more 
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«xten^ed account than what I have given. I 
shall therefore leave them, and turn to another 
subject, that of his Highnesses policy towards 
his own subjects, after which an account will be 
given of his conduct to the diflFerent nations of 
Europe, particularly Great Britain ; both calcu- 
lated to prove t^e erroneousness of that system 
of policy which Great Britain has pursued towards 
Tripoly during the last fifty years. 

It is a just cause of regret to all the people 
here, that his Highness's policy should be so in- 
imical to the interests of his Arab subjects, who 
are, in ikct, the whole source of his opulence. 
If instead of promoting disunion amongst the dif- 
ferent tribes, he could be induced to fix them i^ 
the pursuits of agriculture, ah immense quantity 
of corn might be raised in the Regency, and woul<! 
soon become an important branch of commerce, 
highly favorable to Malta and Sicily. This un- 
happily is not the case, as it would appear that 
the Bashaw does not ever wish the Arabs to sow 
much wheat. I trust that in the event of his* 
perseverance in sUch an impolitic system, some 
future prince of this country will have sense 
enough to pursue a different mode of acting. 

The Bashaw's policy towards the wandering 
% Arabs, who inhabit the provinces of Mesulata 
and Gariaii, is not a little calculated to illustrate 
his general system of politics. Each tribe formes 
a separate conim unity, or, as they ca;ll it, Adowdr; 
they are governed by a Sheik, who, in conjunc- 

TOL. XI. H 
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tion with some of th^ most experienced amongst 
them, discusses all matters relative -to public in- 
terest ; they bring to this place the articles already 
enumerated, and return with the usual commo- 
dities : as might be expected from people living 
almost in a state of nature, they have frequent 
quarrels amongst each other ; tbe3e are ultimate^ly 
referred to the Bashaw, who dispatches a body of 
cavalry to chastise one of the parties, when an 
indiscriminate massacre takes place, and his High- 
ness exacts a poll tax on the number slain. 
Aware of the danger which might arise from suf- 
fering these poor and warlike people, to became 
iinited, the respective Caids, or Governors of bis 
Highness, have directions to excite th^em to 
gaming until they have recourse to armS) whei^ a 
^party of Turks are seasonably thrown in on the 
•trongest side, to conquer the other ; it is by 
means like the above, that his Highnesses |^overa- 
men t is alone supported, for if these people were 
' united, valuing themselves on that insatiable love 
' of liberty peculiar ,to them, and naturally brave, 
they might with facility set th^ Bashaw at defi- 
ance. Their usual weapons are a gun, \ bsoad 
sword, case of pistols, and dagger; the long 
wooden lance barbed with iron is only peculiar 
to the inhabitants of the interior. 

Although the chie& of Barbary cannot maintaia 

their authority without being surrounded by 

Turkish solthers, yet the most marked jealousy is 

-entertained of their eonduct, and they are cloiBely 
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watched ; for b^ng kidnapped in the Levant, it 

may naturally he supposed that necessity alone 

obliges them to remain in theservioe of Tripoly.* 

Yusef possesses the '* Punica fides" in great per* 

' feetion. His policy to those who serve in the c^astle 
as domestics is truly illustrative of the Barbary 
Prince. Well aware of the pilfering disposition of 
those about him, particularly the Moors and 
negro slaves, he suffers th^ Christians to accu« 
mulate money, in order that they may look afte? 
the others, and argues in this way : — *^ My pro- 
perty if stolen by the Moors vanishes for ever, 
but in consequence of my apparent inattention to 
the plunder of the Christians, they watch my own 
subjects, and monopolizing all to themselves, are 
ifr % few years enabled to purchase their freedom ; 
by which I am amply reijaunerate^ for fpTtnef 
peculations/^ 

The philosopher and statesman cannot but 
hmmt that, during the lapse of so many centuries^ 
which has seen science and civili^atiop extend 
over .the countries of Europe, piUiops of their fel- 
low creatures on this side the Mediterranean, 
equally susceptible of improvement with them-r 

' selves, should still continue in a|i\he barbarism of 
the dark ages : it is impossible not to feel a de* 
sire of ameliorating their condition ; prejudices of 



* In the foregoing metliod of governing the unfortunate 
Arabs, his Highness seems to gire us a lesson upon the way we 
should treai the Barbary States as a cbllective body. 

H 9 
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the most obstinate nature are, however, as yet op-- 
posed to those who would persuade them into a 
sen&e of their real interests; and while we may de-* 
plore their'apathy and indifference to the adoption 

, of our more rational customs, a regard* to our 
own safety dictates, that a nation like Great Britain 
should not be subject to the piracies and attacks of 

' a horde of lawless adventurers, who have for a long 
period imposed upon the passive credulity of na- 
tions. On the contrary, I am satisfied that inde- 

^pendent of our great naval and military superiority 
ia the immediate vicinity of his Highness's domi- 
nions, the circumstancesof the British navy having, 
for many years, been the only barrier between him 
and the ambitious views of France, is more than 
sufficient to have established a powerful claim oh • 
.his respect and friendship towards us. Unin- 
fluenced by these considerations, it will be found, 
on inquiry, that the British merchant has repeat- 
edly been an object of indiscriminate plunder by 
his Highness, and Englishmen exposed to unmerited 
insult: and all the acts of appairent friendship ma- 
nifested towards our government, having their 
origin in motives of self-interest, it cannot be de^ 
nied but that the niistaken policy we have hitherto 
adopted towards Tripoly, as well as all the Barbary 
powers, has, in a great measure, been the cause of 
these evils:; but until a radical change is effected, 
our relations with them must inevitably become 
daily worse than they are at present. 

With respect to Ae foreign relations of his - 
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Higbnessi they have undeigone a great change,, 
and one which is highly favourable to the 
great European powers. . Since the French revo- 
lution, which hai9 placed so many .states under 
the dominion of France, so that Great Britain 
and that power are the only ones, whom it is 
his peculiar interest to conciliate, all the minor 
states, such as Sweden, Denmark, and several 
others, particularly the Americans, will ever be ob- 
objects of indiscriminate^ spoliation, until better 
able to assert their own dignity. The latter, while 
at war with the Bashaw, from 1 800 to 1804, did not 
make any impression on. this town, although bn 
the other side of the Atlantic, they were designated 
as heroes. One of th^ir frigates, the Philadelphia, * 
was given up to the Tripolines, without any resist- 
ance or effort to get.hw off; and many got onshore 
without reach of cannot shot. She was commanded 
by a Captain Bainbridge, for whose ransom, toge- 
ther with his officers and crew, Jonathan had 
to pay 60,000 Spanish dollars. Their peace was 
brought about in 1804, through the agency of Mr. 
Nissen, the Danish consul, and concluded by Com- 
modore Rogers and A([n Lear, their consul-gene- 
ral. Theirscandalous abandonment of the Bashaw's 
brother, Sidi Hamet, on that occasion, has been 
justly reprobated by every one in this country. 

Sidi Hamet, after he was driven from the govern- 
ment, was appointed to a command at Derne, 
from whence he was seduced by the fair promises 
of the Americans, then at war with the reigning 
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B^haW. Theit ofejfeCt was that of holding this 
inan u{> a$ a bugbear to frighten his Highness 
into terms. These transatlantic heroes were, how- ' 
ever, after various though ineffectual attempts, 
obliged to pay for a peace with Tripply, attd mos^t 
shamefully abandoned poor Sidi Hamet to his fate, 
by only stipulating for his return to Derlie, instead 
jt>f allowing him a pension ; he went there from fie- 
ceissity, but was soon obliged to fly from the ren* 
geance of his brother, and is now, though the lie- 
gitimate sovereign of the country; a wanderer in 
Egypt. 

Neither Delimark, Sweden, Spain, or Por- 
tugal have for a long time paid their tribute tegu- 
l^rly, a circumstance which has affected his High- 
nesses revenues Very materially, and often furnished 
hki^ with pretel^ts to Commit acts of violence for 
the purpose of being remunerated* 

A^ to which of the belligerentii his High- 
ness may be most attached to, it would be diffi- 
cult, if liot impossible, to decide; for where 
self interest is the only impulse of human 
aetion, people cannot, be supposed to entertain 
ai^y litronger attachment f6r one party than ano- 
ther. An accession of wealth, no matter from 
what quarter it comes, is always most accept^le 
to the Bashaw^ nor is its value diminished in his 
estimation, whether plundered from a British or ^ 
French vessel : hisatixiety never extends beyond the 
means of securing it tor himself, to theexclusion of 
cveiy other person) particiiiariy the right ovvjiers^. 
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This disposition to acquire riches, has given rise 
to some serious losses on the. parts of several mer- 
ohants in your islandi few of whom have as yet 
been able to rescue their property from his Higli* 
ness's grasp. 

The want of support to our consuls, added to 
tbe extraordinary pemiission granted by ministers,, 
for the Governor of Malta to etiter into a direct 
correspondence with the Barbary chiefs, serves at 
once to demonstrate a deficiency of political wis*- 
dom, and ignorance of that sort of treatment which 
would alone forward our real interests on this side, 
the Mediterranean. The importance of this truth 
cannot be too deeply impriessed on the minds of the 
gc^ernment, and requirestobemorefuliy illustrated* 
Ail our consuls come out to this country with the 
title of *^ His Majesty's Agent and ConsuUgenef 
ral;" and, from the established laws of natipna^ 
are of course, when no embassador is present, 
ccmsidered as the legal representative of the sov^*^ 
reign : it is precisely in this light that tbe chiefs 
of JBarbary view them ; they even suppose all 
those honoured with the appointment to be the 
most confidential friends about the King; of 
England. In this belief it would be Ughly politic 
to encourage them, as it must create an additional 
degree of respect and attention to his demands 4 
but ivhen they sure favoured with direct commu^ 
nkations from any other quarter except that of 
the Jieval commander*in<-cbief, who can at any 
time enforce ills demands, the consul is no lonj^er 
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looked up to as a penson of .any importance, and 
IS supposed to have forfeited the cofi£deQce of bis 
govemment, when other people have been em* 
ployed to write what should have come through 
him. 

Any person in the least acquainted with the 
Moorish character must be aware, that their pro- 
fessions are never founded in sincerity; the uni- 
form conduct of his Highness, who governs here, 
is an ample proof of this assertion ; it i», therefore, 
incumbent on us to enforce our demands with that 
degree of dignity which becomes a great nation. 
The correspondence to which I have alluded, and 
farce of sending presents to theheads of departments 
in your island, has, to my certain knowledge, been 
particularly detrimental to the public service; for, 
at the very period of their being senty the property 
of British merchants residing in Malta, was, and is 
still, detained here, although promised repeatedly 
to be restored. There is also another subject eon- , 
nected with the policy of hlis Highness, to which 
I would beg your attention. Whenever the cor- 
respondence between him and .the Governor of 
Malta takes place, his answers are always ac-^ 
companied i»y secret instructions to his agpnts 
there, to circulate the most unfavourable reports 
of our consul here, with a view of creating impres- 
sions injurious to his character, aad causing a n^« 
understanding between him and the governor, by 
which the latter s attention has been drawn firom 
the Bashaw's conduct to that of iQur consul. I 

'/ ) 

/ 

^Digitized by CjOQQ IC 



TRIPOLY. ^ 105 

ow asKTt, with truth, that this irtratagem has but 
too often sueceeded, and ought to be kept in 
Kftind by the future head of the governcnent in 
Malta. 



LETTER V. 



** Nam fere maxima pars, morem 
Hqiig homines b^bent ; quod si voluiit, 
Vum id impetranl, boni ^nt : sed 
fd ubi jam penes sese babeot ; 
Ex bonis pessimi et fraodulentissimi 
Sunt" Plant, in Captiv, Act ii. Se. i. 



Recommendation of a spinied Line of Conduct on 
the various Subjects in the preceding Letter^ ak 
confiected with Sicily^ Malta, and the Levant — 
Piracies-^ State of Slavery — Finances — Mili- 
tary and Naval Force. 

^ ^ Trip^fy, Mil. 

The defects in our policy, mentioned in my 
last, is well known to ail the courts of Europe, 
and has long become an object of marked ridicule 
to the agents of France. As to the chiefs of Bar- 
bary themselves, they take continued advantage of 
these errors in our conduct ; and being fully 
aware that, by a steady perseverance in their ca- 
lumniating of, and their complaining to ministers 
against, the English consul, be is sure of being 
removed, whereby bis place is occupied by an- 
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4>tber, ignorant of their charaoters,^ and who, ac^ 
cording to cuBtom, comes charged with presentsv 
they merely suffer him to remain quiet until he 
becomes acquainted with their nefarious practices. 
Incalculable mischief has hitherto arisen from 
our . government having been induced to pay 
so much attention to the unfounded charges of 
these people; and a British minister would do 
well to recollect, whenever a complaint is trans- 
mitted from Barbary against any of our con^iuls^ 
' that it invariably originates in the firmness evinced 
by them to maintain our rights, and prevent those 
incessant violations of good faith, promises, and 
treaties, which are daily practised by the respective 
governments of ^ Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, anit 
Tripoly. 

To prevent future impositions of the above na-^ 
ture, how very easy would it be to send one or 
two men of war, with powers vested in the com* 
manders to inquire into the allegations of both 
parties? however, the plan already proposed of 
visiting the different states periodically would do 
away with all ground of misund^standing, and 
prevent those endless perplexities occasioned to 
the government at home, by those never-ending 
dissensions which now occur continually^ 

Singular as it may appear, the political affairs 
of Barbary were, some years ago, conducted by 
the minister for the home department; but they 
have been subsequently transferred to the secretary 
at war> without producing any better effect. That 
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the regulations of these states, uninfluenced es^ 
they iffe by the received and established laws of 
cifirilized nations^ should be in the hands of the 
admiralty, is self-^evident: in fact, the only means 
of negotiating with such people is by the appear-^ 
ance of A naval or military force ; the most super- 
ficial judge of human nature will bear testimony to 
the truth of this assertion, the result of a close ^ 
and attentive examination of their general cha- 
racter. It is only by ^pressing on the mind of 
a Barbary chief a due^setise of your power, and 
mrans of annoying him, that he will ever be in- 
duced to accede to your wishes ; for, alike a stran- 
ger to the ties of friendship; as he is by religious 
motives inimical to the Christian pow-ers, how 
could it be expected that any concessions can be 
obtained from him, except through the medium 
of that niost powerful arbiter of political right-.— 
force B It is the engine; which we use against each 
other in Europe: how imich more necessary is its* 
adoption when treating with savages ? 

Nothing can be more erroneous than an opinion 
entertained at home, that thie chiefs of those coun- 
tries attach any importance to the demands or 
correspondence of our generals who may com- 
mand at Malta or Sicily : on the contrary, they . 
have in many instances, particularly when requests 
have been mad6 ^o deliver up the cargoes of British 
subjects, treated them with utter contempt. The 
method adopted by some officers of addressing 
letters direct to the Bashaw ofTripoly, instead of 
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through the coosuJ, tli^ir legitimate chs^mi^U is^ 
I believe, contrary: to established ussige : it is, at 
all events, excessively impolitic, and alwaya pro-r 
ductive of the worst effects ; for besides, doii^ no. 
good, this rnode of proceeding readers the consul 
nugatory, while it serves to lower him in the eye* 
of the Barbarians. 

It frequently happens that the letters ^f our 
commanders are of such a nature, that it would 
be highly dangerous foi(j[^ur interests to present 
theen. In this case, the consul is reduced either 
to the alternative of doing a serious injury to the 
national cause, or of offending the writer, by which 
he draws upon himself his future resentment. 

We can never become thoroughly acquainted 
ivith this country, or hope firmly to establish our- 
selves in it, withfjut giving a greater degree of 
encouragement to fhose mercantile men who may 
be desirous of settling here. The consular system 
also requires to be radically improved; for, instead 
of making that most important charge a ministerial 
jobj it should only be confided to persons of inte- 
grity, experience, and an intimate knowledge of 
the country they are sent to ; they should, be- 
sides, go upon a charge in which the sovereign of 
a great nation is to be represented, not like itin^- 
* rant merchants, but arrayed with marks of dislinc- 
tiony and accompsgiied by a respectable train of 
attendants; such as a clergyman, physician, secre- 
tary, &c. This is practised by Spaip, and would, 
indeed, impress these people \vith a proper idea of 
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our national importance, and be the ground -work 
of innumerable advantages in every point of view, 
I may add with truth, that until something of this 
sdrt is done, our affairs in Barbary must inevitably 
go on in the ruinous and unprofitable manner they 
rfow do.* A British consul should, on no con- 



* The present method of sending a consul out being explained, 
will serve to account for the state of our relations in these places. 
Having secured the patronage of ministers, a man is promised 
the first vaeancy that occurs on the coast of Barbary or Greece. 
He is usually a person of very limited fortune, and more often 
in great want of money ; he therefore naturally looks to his 
promised appointment as the road which may lead, to the accu- 
mulation of riches. Previous ta his setting out, a large sum 
is required for his equipment, &c., which is generally procured 
from some friend at an exorbitant interest ; this is embarked at 
his own risk, and he proceeds to his new destination, where, on 
his arrival, he pjobably finds the situation occupied by some ig- 
noramus; his predecessor having, according to custom, de- 
parted some months before, and been allowed to appoint his own 
locum tenens ; a native Jew in his chancery, and another occu- 
pying the place of broker; both these are invariably io the 
Ffench interest, and even p&id by that power to act the part of 
spies against us. Thus situated, ignorant of the language, 
manners, and vitiated customs of the people, what chance can 
a new consul possibly have of success ? — He, in fact, soon per- 
ceives the difficulty of his situation : unequal to the charge he 
« has undertaken-, and, what is still worse, unsupported at home, 
disgust follows^ and the nation's interests are forsaken ; and, after 
having remunemted himself for the expense of his outfit, by no 
means an easy task, the Barbary consul returns to England, 
where his reiterated attempts to obtain a hearing, and commu- 
nicate the residts of his inquiries abroad, are often met with an 
incredible d€gre« of indifferenee. 
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sideration, be suffered to trade: I know it to have 
hitherto beea productive of the greatest mischief: 
in fact, bow is it possible for any tnan to act in an 
impartial manner with people who refer to him in 
a variety of commercial cases, wherein he himself 
is likely to be persoi[ialIy interested ?—Besides', a 
consul who speculates is not only often induced 
to cultivate the friendship of these governments at 
the expense of his own, but he is unable to fulfil 
the duties of his situation^ which are generally 
extremely multifarious. Too much cannot be said 
on the importance of sustaining the consular dig- 
nity both as to emolument and the prompt support 
of the administration at hotne* By the first he is 
isecured from c(MTuption ; Ute second prevents our 
^ flag from being insulted, and affords us every ad- 
vantage in the commerce, and from the resources 
of the country he js in. Having said tbu« much, 
in the hope that it wiU earcite the serious considera^ 
tion of men in power, justice to the character.of our^ 
present consul, Mr. Langford, obliges me to add, 
that he has never been concerned in any commer- 
cial speculations whatever, during the eighteen 
years which he has served in Barbary ; he is, eon« 
sequently, little, if any thing, richer tlian when 
he came here. With this exception, that, as I ud- 
derstand to be a positive fact, he lost property to a 
^^ry great amount in his Majesty's ship Hin^os- 
tan, ip 1804, when that ship was burnt in the Bay 
of Rosas, and has never received the amikllest oom- 
penaation from governmeDt, sflthough both bim- 
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self and lady very narrowly escaped from tMe 
ship just brfope she blew up ! — ^It would be a real 
advantage to the nation if a haodsonie gratuity 
was allowed to newly appointed consuls, and their 
salaries increased from eight hundred to a thousand, 
or even twelve hundred pounds, which would be 
amply sufficient on this coast for every purpose, 
^nd render all commercial views unnecessary. 

I am%next to treat of the disorganized and in* 
congruous state of our vice consuls all over the 
coast, where we happen to have such appoint- 
ments ; for there are many places of considerable 
importance at which there is no British vice con- 
- sul, and at others the place is occupied by a 
Jewitfh merchant, or an Italian, who may have been 
settled for some time in the country. The latter 
as naturally a subject of France, and the whole 
of them without any emolument whatever from 
.the British government. They are appointed by 
•the consuls-general, and remunerated by 'a tax 
levied on each ship, or viessels under our flag, 
that may chan ce to visit their port. Nothing cs^ 
exceed the inefficiaicy of all these people where- 
>ever I have visited on this coast ; they are perfect 
nonentities, or the laughing-stock of French 
agents and toob of their governors, without au- 
thority, or even the means of enforcing it. On 
the other hand, how is it with those of the ene* 
my? they are all paid, ahd invariably people of 
some taleni 1 I ought to have observed before, 
• that the <x»n8ttlt-g€Mfal of Biiooaparte kre 
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Strictly forbidden to trade, are eijdowed with 
uncommon powers, and allowed a most liberal 
salary. 

Would it not be highly useful to us, if forty or 
fifty of our own countrymen were selected to fill 
the situations of vice consuls ? they might live 
on a trifling stipend, be permitted to traffic, and 
by learning the Moorish language soon encourage 
others to settle amongst these people; they would 
at all events enable our merchant vessels to avoid 
a thousand inconveniences to which they are 
now continually subjected on the coast. . Should 
such a plan be ever adopted, they should be vi« 
sited periodically by one of our men of war in 
the same way as^ proposed for the consuls-ge« 
neral. 

The first object of importance to be considered 
with respect to the Barbary States, is thusiii the 
choice of our consuls, and like the government of 
France, affording them proper and elSectual sup- 
port, when once appointed. This may be said to 
be the grand point upon which all our afiairs 
turn ; for without the utmost precaution in the 
. one , a nd ihe other, me^akM-^/^ m r bc vsubject to the 
existing inconveniences and disadvantages arising 
from a want of the necessary attention to this 
subject. Experience, integrity, and firmness, are 
the ingredients which appear to me as requisite 
to form an unexceptionable'representative of the 
British nation in this country. His efforts would 
not, however, be of the smallest utility, if not in 
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fhe confidence of bis own governmei^t, and posi- 
tively certain of their support; the entire wantpf 
this is the chief cause of our being so frequently 
ill used and spoliated, while the agents pf France 
are^ enabled, without a single vessel of war to sup- 
port then)) to command the resources of a whole 
.country. It has been a general complaint for 
many years, that whenever an English consul* 
displayed firmness, and a determination to sup- 
port the dignity of his coifntry in Barbary, the 
chiefs have invariably made him the object of . 
personal resentment, and after treating him with 
j^very indignity, and rendering his situation un- 
cprpfort^ible, have, written to his government for the 
purpose of having him removed, to be replaced by 
a more tractable subject. A striking instance of 
this sort occurred at Tripoly about forty-six 
y^s ago, when the Hpnorable Mr. Frazer, after 
jbaying experienced the most brutal treatment 
from Ali Basbaw, father of the present, was re- 
called in consequence of an alledged complaint to 
the .minis^r of that tinie, Lord Halifax. . Mr. 
jFrazer ^pears to have been very intimately ac- 
quainted with this country, and the characteristic 
policy of its chiefs : in one of his letters, dated 
April the 17th, 1765, and addressed to the 
above mentioned noblemany I recollect to have 
seen, the following strong observation : — ^' Your 
lordship will, by this time, have a comprehensive 
kle^ of the Tfipolitan mariners, and the impossi-. 
l^ility of procuring restitution of any thing coor 
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siderable, without the interposition of fear ot 
force; bring or give them any thing, you are 
the best power on eayth ; come to require any 
thing, words cannot express^ their artifices, their 
invectives against the consul, and infernal designs, 
supported by lies and breach of. faith/* The 
foregoing emphatical outline of these people is, 
if possible, more applicable to them now, than it 
was fifty years ago. Upon this Mr. Bruce, in 
one of the letters in his Appendix, No. XXIII, 
after coniplaining of the Bashaw's neglect in not 
having sent an escort as he promised^ to convey 
him to Tripoly from the frontiers, by which four 
of his men were killed, and his own life consider- 
ably endangered, has the following interesting 
passage: — " I cannot mention this gentleman, 
without regretting that he is, as I hear, recalled 
upon a complaint of the Bashaw of Tripoly, who, 
after many other irregularities, at last confi^ied 
him to his house. Thi3 grand complaisance to 
these Barbary gentlemen, who answer the com- 
plaints for national grievances by personal except 
tions, against the consul, will soon haye the effect 
to make neutral freighters believe that our flag is 
insecure and without protection, and will, in the 
end, certainly throw all this caravan trade into the 
hands of the French, who support their consul 
and colours with the utmost spirit, both at Tunis 
and Tripoly." Mr. Frazer's case excited 'the 
indignation of every European consul in Tripoly ; 
all of whom communicated the circMmstance to 
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their respective goveroments. That the foregoing 
remarks should be most strictly applicable to the 
present mon^ent^ will justly oocasibn surprize; 
yet such is really the case, and I will even go 
foftber, by asserting, that we have pot a single 
codsul or agent, from Mogador to Alexandria, 
who has not ei^perienced its effects. 

The present Bashaw has, however, exceeded all 
,his predecessors in acts of personal violence 
towards the subjects of our sovereign ; and par- 
ticularly on a recent instance, when his High^ 
ness's- unprecedented and violent conduct to the 
consul was so glaring, that it deserves to be 4:6- 
eorded, both as a just exposure of his character, 
and an und^iiable proof of the danger to be appre- 
hended £rom our pot affording proper support to 
his Majesty's representatives in these states. A 
^^nte having arisen between on^ of the Maltese 
ina-keepers, apd the Jew who farms the exclusive 
right of importing spirits and wine, the latter 
struck the Maltese, and cut his bead open ; tbe 
matter being naturally brought beforp our consul, 
under whpse immediate protection the natives of 
. Malta are placed, as being British subjects; he 
renK>n8trated strongly with -the Bashaw, ami even 
insisted on* the Jew's being punished for bis con- 
duct; but far from paying the smallest attention to 
his representation, his Highness gave the affair a 
partial hearing, and influenced by the Jew's as- 
sertions, gra^te(i a/€*A«V:a, or written order, for the 

I 9 

Digitized'by VjX30Q IC 



11*6 LETTERS FROlt tHfcMEDITERRANEAK. 

expulsion of the Maltese frdtti Tripoly, by which 
the unfortunate man was ruined !* The consah, 
determined to persevere in the execution of his 
duty, particularly* in a' ease wherein such a gross 
insult had been offered to the British nation, and 
the treaty violated, could not even succeed in 
obtaining an audience for some time, although 
that can never be denied, as stipulated in the 
treaties. When he did, and proceeded to vindi- 
cate the injured rights of an English sul^ect, as 
^came the agent of his Migesty^, his Highness 
flew into a most violent rage, and starting fro& 
his throne, ran towards Mr. Langford ; when, 
Jbeing on the point of drawing one of his pistebt, 
4he attendants interposed, and represented the 
Taibness of his conduct. The ^feelings of our 
consul at . that moment can be more easily ima* 
gined than d^cribed, although it is highly cre«. 
ditable that he should have throughout so trymg 
an afiair sustained the dignity of his character, 
and the most settled equanimity of temper. T&e 
events which succeeded this outrage have been 
of a nature still more painful to the consul's 
feelings, and equally injurious to the BHtieh 
interests here ; but as all the facts are before his 
Majesty's government, which will doubtless take 



* Salvatore Frendo* who was present at the casUe on this 
occasion, furnished me with the aboye particolart, which have 
been Ifiilly corrobaimted hj the English dragoman. 
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dueh measKres m the. okrcnmstance required, I 
shall forbear to dwell ob Jthem any longer, and 
ttirn to aDOtlrar subject. It is, however^ imp(»t«* 
»Bit to add, that the British consul never went 
MAr the Bashaw's person, although aJternately 
Jkhreatened and invited to do so, for upwards of 
six months ; until his Highness recognizing his 
errors, apologized, and caused a royal salute of 
twenly*eight guns to be fired in honor oj his Biji- 
tannic Majesty. 

' In addition to the above, another instance of 
the Bashaw's violence, and of a still more outi. 
iag«ous cast, remains to be put upon i^ccHrd. 
Having conceived a disliice to the Portuguese 
eonsul, Mr. M^Donc^h, who had rendered his 
Highness the most important services, during a 
residence of nineteen years in the regency, a m^r 
seoger was one day sent to his house to inform 
hrnr f]x>m the Bashaw, '^ t^at understanding he 
was. about to leave Tripoly, (for in 'feet Mn 
M^Donc^h having arranged some matters in which, 
the Spanish interests were very deeply involved, 
was goinj§^ back to Cadiz with the result of his 
negotiation) his Highness b^ged to remind him 
that iintil a debt of 4,000 Spanish dollars alleged 
to be due to some Jews by Mr.vM^Donogh should 
be paid he could not leave the Regency; and 
furthermore, if ho did not pay it immediately, the 
Bashaw would put him in, prison and load him 
with irons.'" It was in vain that Mr. M'Donogh 
represented his being totally ignorant of any debt 

■ ' . Digitizec^by VjOOQIC' 



ri8 LETTERS FROM TK:E JAJiDITERRANEAN. 

of the kind ; and, in his refiterated explanations^ 
observed, that after a lapse of so many years it was 
very singular such a demand should have been 
made on him: be therefore, for tome time, resisted 
the demand until a guard was actually pladed at 
his door to prevent his going out; in fact, conVeTt- 
ing the consular house of a friendly state, patticu^ 
larly the near ally of England, into a prison. Natu- 
rally'alarmed at the extraordinary conduct of his 
Highness, any further remonstrance was useless, 
and Mr. M'Donogh consented to give bilh oft 
London for a sum, thus extorted from himN, in the 
hope that the sacrifice, great as it wa^, might lead 
to his emancipation : it did not, however, produce 
any such-effect- ; for having delivered the bills of 
exchange^ he was informed that he could not leave 
'Tripoly, till the payment of these bi lid was ascer-^ 
Gained I This much injured personage was there* 
fore, contrary to every law of justice and reason, 
forcibly detained for several months after ; and 
even when the account of his bills having been 
taken up came to this place, found considerable 
difficulty, in getting away. 

A comment upon this flagitious act of the Bashaw 
is, I am sure, quite unnecessary ; it is certainly un^ 
paralleled irt the history of this country, and inde- 
pend^tly of the claim on Mr. M'Donogh having 
been unjust, the conduct of his liighriess through* 
out only served to prove that, in thus offering an 
insult to all civilized nations, he wished to gratify 
his private resentment ^^ainst an individual to 
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whom he will ever be under the greatest obliga- 
tions.* 

His Highnesses misconduct has not, however, been 
exclusively demonstrated to Great Britain and her 
allies, for the American and Swedish representatives 
have both experienced apts of the most daring vio- 
lence at his hands. The latter, a Mr. Bulstroom, 
having very lately received letters of recall from his 
government, together with instructions to inform 
the Bashaw that the annual tribute of eight thou- 
sand dollars would be withheld until the re-esta- 
blishment of the Swedish commerce in the Medi- 
terranean, made known the circumstance accord- 
ingly, and on the very sanoe day his Highness sent 
Hadge Massen, f accompanied by a guard of koU 
di^is, to his house, for the purpose. of extorting, a 
draft on the Swedish Consul at Algiers for the 
tribute money. On Mr. Bulstcoom's refusal to 
comply with so unjust a demands he was imme* 
diately put under arrest, and several soldiers placed 
in his house, who behaved to him in a most out- 
rageous manner: the head of this gang of ruffians 
would i^ot even leave the poor ol4 man's chamber, 



* Mr. M'Donogh was for many years attached to the British 
consulale under Mr. loicas, aod is known to have rendered very 
important services to Great Qritain, both at Algiers and this place. 
He was patronized by the great Lord Nelson^ who appreciated 
his merits and procured him his present appointment : it may, 
however, be said, that this gentleman's hopes vanished with the 
eve)'-to-be-lamented hero of Trafalgar ! 

t See Biojpraphical Sketches 
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dtirihg the hours of sleeps- at length, wora out with 
ill treatment, he consented to give the draft, and 
was then, with difficulty, released from iinpri6on-> 
ment in his own house but not suffered to go out- 
side the city gates ; the guard would not, however, 
leave his house till they forced him to pay tbeia 
ohe hundred and fifty dollars by-way of fee for 
their attendance t 

Having, I trusty said enough to elucidate this 
part of the Bashaw's general policy to foreign 
states, it may be of use to add, that whenever 
two consuls, no matter of what nation, bfetray 
a disposition to be on terms of friendship, re- 
course is immediately had to calumnies of evefy 
sort to separate them, and excite mutual disgust ; 
and ifor this purpose there are alwa5^8 an abundance 
of spies in Tripoly : the plan has be^n but too suo- 
cessfui on several occasions, particularly where a 
sense of duty, as well as interest, dictated a different 
mode of thinking to the parties. 

The system of intrigue and calumny pursued . 
here, especially bjr the agents of France, is truly 
di{)bolicah and ttlthough the Bashaw, is perfectly, 
aware of their hatred towairds his person and 
government, yet, through his natural weakness 
and indecisive character^ he suffers himself to be 
continually deluded by them. It is ever the study 
of a French emissary to represent every thing 
fhat oacqrs ip the political circle, as highly unfa?* 
vf^rable tp Vjireat Britain ; and the people here arp 
. > exiremety ignorant of aqy just ijpode of reason* 
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ing, br of what is really^ goieg <m in Europe, that 
they i^ace implieit cmifidencerin those who r^ate 
the best story. 

It baa- long, and in my opinion with great jus* 
tice, excited genefal swrprize that we>^have not 
medmted and brought about a peace between 
Sicily and the Barbary powers in the viciniity of 
that island. I have often, but without success^ 
endeavoured to ascertain the moral and political 
causes of this truly extraordinary circumstance,, 
more particularly as, for a considerable peTiod, it 
has been a matter of the utmost facility on our 
part, and which might have been effected so as to 
have favoured the general interests of the Mediter- 
ranean, but those of Englatid in particxilar. Many 
persons in this country, have qith^r been weak or 
wicked enough to assert, that the English minis* 
^y do not think it consistent with sound policy 
to crush the naval power of these states, so long 
as they do not annoy ourselves ; this opinion is 
extremely prevalent^ and if ic has any foundation 
in truth, does not, I confess, reflect much credit 
upon the wisdom of those with whom it originated. 
I can never be induced to believe that so narrow- 
minded an idea could ever have emanated from 
the breast of a British statesman : if it has, let us 
hope that no time will be lost in exploding a 
maxim, so strongly in opposition to reason and 
good sense ; for without entering into a mqre de- 
tailed examination of the subject, do not the ipany 
acts of violence towaids our ships and subjects, 
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tirhicb are upon record, amply prove -that we hav« 
been th€ priiicipal sufferers by thcmr? and until 
their means of sending out armed veseels is either 
removed, or they are obliged to conform to the 
established laws of nations, is it possible to ex- 
pect any thing better from them ? The probability 
of a more intimfate alliance with Sicily, by whtck 
the fete of that island may become mope idehtiikd 
with our own, is also, I presume, a powerful ar- 
gument in favor of our speedily putting an end Ut 
a species of warfare, as contrary to every law of 
civilized society, as it is repugnant to the feelii^s 
of humanity. The many outrages which have 
occurred in the prosecution of this unnatural hos* 
tility, since Malta has been in our possessioj^, are 
considered as a satire on the British nation^ and a 
knowledge of the fact induces me to add, that 
the chiefs of Barbary have alone been prompted to 
act in the way they have, from the apparent in* 
difference of our government. 

It ought, however, to be observed, that if, oil 
the one hand, a reconciliation between these, 
powers and Sicily is an object which deeply in* 
terests (Jreat Britain ; on the other, no period was 
ever more favorable to its. accomplishment than 
the present, while a British army is stationed in 
<he above-named island, and the Mediterranean' 
is covered with our ships of war. With re- 
spect to Tripoly, I really believe that an amicable 
arrangement, and liberation of the unhappy cap* 
tives. are only suspended because we have not in- 
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terfered-; which circumstance has been cotisidefed 
by bis Highness, the Bashaw, as a tacit approba- 
tion of his prosecuting tl^ war with that defence- 
less island. ' 

The mode hitherto, adopted by the Barbary 
eriiizers of disembarking on the coast of Sicily 
and its dependencies^ requires to be noticed. Those 
enemies of the human race, availing themselves 
generally of the darkness of night, arm several 
boats, land in the vicinity of some* unprotected 
village, and carry off whole families ; these, on 
arriving here, are exposed to, public sale in the 
fiiarket place, and bought by some proprietor 
whose heart has never been warmed with any sen- 
timent of benevolence ; they are conveyed to adis^ 
tant province, destined either to lead a life of miser- 
aUe bondage, or, as more frequently happens, to 
fall under the stripes and oppression ef a merciless 
master. The mingled feeling and sorrow which 
must agitate the minds of ^he poor Sicilians when 
tdcen away in this manner, are more easily ima- 
gined than * djBScribed i there are few so devoid of 
sensibility, as no! to sympathize with their suffer- 
ings; but the tear of pity which an Englishman 
willingly sheds on^uch an occasion, is soon fol- 
lowed by a sentiment of surprize, that a remedy is 
not applied to the evil. Upon the base policy of 
allowing the Barbary powers to make slaves of 
christians, I shall take a future opportunity of 
expatiating ; and in dismissing this melancholy 
sulyeet for the present, have only to add, that the 
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rights of human imture, indepehdetit df poiitfcal 
considefation, call ifor the immediate interference 
^ of hi3 Majesty's minisiters. 

Having attempted to explain all that appeared 
necessaryfor your forming a tolerable idea of the 
politics of the Regency, it will not be improper 
to state what his Highnesses military -and naval 
force consist in, and by which he has contrived" 
to commit so many depredations on othdr states, 
besides supporting his authority at home,- The 
revenues consist of the tributes paid by the various 
Arab tribes who inhabit the interior ; but that of 
Fezzan is very often stopped and taken by the re- 
fractory Arabs under the Sheik Safanassa, on it» 
way to the capital. ^ There are also considerable 
taxes levied on the Jews; and to the sales of aEn- 
nual monopolies, duties on exports and imports, 
extortions, and the tributes (when paid) of Den- 
mark, Sweden, and America, may be added the 
piracies of tiie cruizers. It is, however, impossi* 
ble to form an estimate of the total amount, as the 
sources of revenue are all very precarious.* 

* The following sketchy communicated by a person who has 
resided here for many years, in a mercaiUUe capacity* Qiay 8cj:ve 
to give some idea of the revenues of his Highness the Bashaw« 

ANNUAL ESllMATE. 

Sf. D61. 

Custom-house duties on Exports and Imports, together v ^^ 

with the farming of Skins and Tobacco • . • ' 
Farming of Soap . , . . , . . . • ... '3;000 
Farming of Wine, of Spirits ......;.. ^,000 
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Th€pe is no regular army in the Regency. 
Whenever troops are wanted an indiscriminate, 

■■■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■' ■ 1 ,1 ..1. ■ ■ J H Ii U ll I » ■■ i ^ |i I ' l ■ ' M 

Sp.DoL 

The Goyemors of Deme. and Bengazi remit about . . 22,000 
F'roduced on the sale of Barilla ♦ . . . . . . . "20,000 

Tnbttte paid by the Jews • . . . . . . . . . 2,000 

'Annual Tribute of Forty Slaves from Fezzan ; . . 4^000 
<^Id Dust tiom Gadames 4,000. 

Total . . 95,Ck)0 

To the aboVe items of revenue may be added the undeimen* 
tkmed, the proid^ce of Which^ are niicertain. 
JEach date tree in the Regency pays a duty of one bohunseem 
Every; well in the Regency pays a duty of twenty bofaunseeny^ 
'Tithe of ten per cent, on the produce of lands. 
Success of the ciiiizers. ^ 

Punishments commuted by fifie. 
Presents from Turkish, Moorish, and Jew merchants. 
Property of all those who are denominated traitors. 
Pr(^erty of all those who die intestate,, or without' issue. 
Farming out ovens and cook shops. 

Although the Bashaw's income appears rather limited, it 

should be considered that what he gets is, with a very trifling^ 

exception, clear profit. The money chiefly in circulation being 

coined at the castle from old brass guns, is, through the medium 

of tax gatherers and Jew brokers, immediately exchanged for 

sequins knd Spanish dollars; which are tcoaveyed into the 

hasnar, or treksuiyj never i;o return into circulation; t%e Moors, 

on these occasions, v^wdly remurk on his Hi^^ess nearly in 

the same way that the fox did of the liob's dea:*- ' 

#* ' 

Omnia m adversnm speetantia, nullti r«tionmm. 

IiiL4)fie instance, when the Bashaw pretended to be yeiy much 
in wi^t of mQHey, he caused a great softntj^ of s^iiins com- 
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leiiry tc^es place» ami all those who may be called 
upoa are obliged to march. The utmost extent 
of any armed force, hitherto raised, has not, I am 
informed, exceeded fifteen thousand men ; which 
would be routed by a body of two thousand 
Europeans. During the summer, a small camp of 
infantry and cavalry is formed outside the city 
gates: the cavalry are tolerably well mounted, and 
very active in the evolutions used by the Mame«\ 
lukes of Egypt : the whole number kept on foot 
by the Bashaw do not exceed three thousand, and 
they receive scarcely any pay. 

When the yearly tribute becomes due, the 
Bashaw's eldest son is sent put with an armed 
force to collect it: his progress is marlted with 
rapine and plunder ; as, instead of. levying a regu- 
lar contribution, he forcibly takes away property 



posed of base metal to be coined, and when washed over with 
gold they were circulated in the interior. 

The wants of his Highness are all supplied by bartering the 
productions of the Regency for those articles of European pror 
duce which may be required. Thus his agents at Malta ex^ 
change cattle, barilla, skins, and the cargoes of prizes brought 
in here, for gunpowder, c}oth, threads, &c. &c. ; and timber for 
buildiiig is brought from Albania and the Morea, by Turkish 
merchants, who take slaves in lieu, which are isold again at Con- 
stantinople and Smyrna. Subsistence for the Harem, and those 
who reside in the palace is generdly procured by frauds and 
oppressions amongst the Arab tribes in the interior. The wages 
paid to attendants are scarcely wort|i mentioning; and as to the 
Jews, th(djr are compelled td fabottr gntk, whenever the Bashaw 
«hoMcftio eaUiipoft ih«m< 
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equal te the degree of {Nroi^perity enjoyed by €»oh 
indiridual ; *and, lapon the aligbtest complaint, in*^ 
Hicts the severest pa niabiiient. 

As to the tiaval force, an aceouut of it will, do 
idoubt, surprize those wio hear by the frequent 
eaptures by his H^hness's criiizers ; and that he 
^has the impertinence to declare war against several 
nations of Europe at the same moment. As there 
are no materials for ship-building in the Regency, 
they are obliged to get them all from Malta and 
'the Adriatic : so that there is nothing doing in 
the arsenal; which is quite empty at present. 
The armed vessels are confined to six, mounting 
ffom six to sixteen guns. The Bashaw fits out 
all the cruizers himself, and is their sole proprie- 
tor : each cruize generally ksts a month ; the 
crews "Ure paid a small stipend three days previous 
to sailing ; the only provision found by his High- 
ness is l^iscuit, oil, and water ; th^ re^t of their 
food is plundered from the vessels of whatever 
nation they meet with at sea. On their return they 
^are all searched, and deprived of any valuable 
plunder they may have got : no person but the 
Bashaw is allowed to have jfiny share in a prize ; 
the Rais, however^ always contrives to secrete a ^ 
proportion for himself ; the only advantage consi- 
dered to' belong to him is the temporary approba- 
tion of the Bashaw, and an honorary present of a . 
scarlet bernouse trinyned vrith gold, which is con- 
tidied aa one of the great^t marks of distinctipn 
conferred in the Regency. They <iarry proportionate 
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crews: the {ftncifes of ^the^e y^c|« ^ iv>yrrdi^ 
rected agaiost the Siciliaas^ iSardim;|fHI, ai)4 ,GiieeJ^ 
sliips bearing the Ottoiuaa ffag, wJUo>ai;ei ff>^f»4 
near . Malta. His H^hn^ has .thiea^pe4 tfin 
make repriaala against the Spaniards shortly,,.if % 
debt alledged to be due to his 8ii|bj(^i;p byut^b^ 
cpasui of tbf^t power la not paid.f In faqt, :\^ 
Highness would^naost willingly make war agaiiis^ 
the .whole world so long as he was not obliged 1^ , 
bear a personal share in its {)erils and dangers. . * 
The Bashaw, as already, obaferved, is alwajfs^ 
furnished with a firman from the Grand. SiMgiiio|» 
beftu^ he .is recognissed as head. of , the Tjripd^iqe 
government. His Highness, togethei^ wi^th. t|ie. 
Bey of Tunis, and X>ey of Algiers^ are, jio fact, 
nominally. subjects of the Porte; yet» from .th#^ 
peculiar circumstances of the times, and- th€|it:. 
4*emQteness from Constantinople, the Bashciw of: 
this Regency has ordered his eorst^irs to GOipmil;^ 

* Mn So$sa> wimi foimerly i^ slare in Algiers, «id iiiiidi:fi(^4|it 
Mike duties of that situation than those of a.C(WUKil-gen$ral, . 
where he has. contrihuted to ioTolve the Spanish affairs most 
seriously. His dependence on the Bashaw is such that eveiy 
order atd act of violence from him ''must be obeyed and 
winked at. Mr. Sousa's conduct in having;, according to' his 
Hi|rbness*s requests assumed the British con8Qlar,dtttieB#wh]lB 
Mr. Langfiord was at variance with the B^haw, cannot be U^ 
severely reprehended. He must, however, be. fully aware of the 
infamous policy of his Hi§;hness, who, since writing the above, 
has sent his cruizers out ill the face of our navy, and captured 
several Spcmisb vessels ; iu fi«t, there^is actually a war b^lwecft 
that nation and Tripoiy. 
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d^redatiorts on the pi-c>p«*ty of Greeks and othe»- 
Utivigatrngiiitder the Ottoman fl-ag^. W'henever a^ 
(Piracy takes place, the injuredparty makes theirfirst 
appllcattion through the Grand Seignior, ^ho sehd& 
m chasux^ or messenger, with an order to have the > 
jpfope^ty Vectored ; and this man fs usually attended 
ia* his journey here by the principal sufferer or his 
agent, at whose expense the inefficacious under- 
taking goes on. The ehaoux^ three\jays after bi$ 
arrival here, presents his firman to the Bashaw in 
f»H'divan, and i^ lodged at the palace till an occa-r 
si<m o^^s fo* his return to Constantinople : when 
ttlis occurs, a present IS given to the messenger, 
i-H^^def to silence him ; and another, which gene- 
rally consists of pegroes or eunuchs, according tp 
thie magnitude of the crime, is sent' to the Porte, 
, witfe afi^uifiwer to the firman, excusing the piracy, 
or eotttaiiiing a protnise of speedily arranging the 
matter to the party's satisfaction, without the nvps(, 
distant iij« of putting it into execution. It is in 
tliii toaoiier tfa^ matiy Greek ships, loaded witf^ 
British and other property, have been unlawfully 
captured, and sold for the benefit of his Highiiess^ 
Piracies during these la$t three years have ex- 
teoded^rincipally to the British, Austrian, Spar 
nish, and Ottoman flags. In one instance, whicI|L 
occurred very lately, a Greek vessel, under a Bri- 
tish licence, was actually taken out of one of, the 
Gjpand Seignior's ports ;* and the sufferers, who 
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arc English merchwts at Malta, haye recfeiired w> 
i^dress whatever, notwithstanding the consnPs 
efforts. To convince yoii how little the Bashaw 
thinks of the Gran4 Seignior's authority over him, 
the foUovving feet deserves to he i«:ordcd. In 
1809, he ordered the Imperial consul's ftltg to be 
struck in this city, allegiftg that the Emperor of 
Austria had never sent him, a.present, nor recog- 
nized him as the sovereign of Tripoly ; although 
his Highness well knew, that in the treaties be- 
tween the Porte and Austria, ships trading under 
the latter power's flag are fully guaranteed by the 
former. Soon after the above event, one of tjie 
predatoi^y chiefs, Rais Shelly, while out oijt a 
cruize, met f^ kage Austrian ship proceeding frotn 
Smyrna to MaHa, and freighted by : British mer- 
Qhant$v As she happened to be very well armed, 
and rather superior to his qwn corsair, it wasne*^ 
QMsmry to have recourse to stratagem : he there- 
^foxe hailed the ship, and told the master, in very 
friendly terms^ that he had lost his boat in a gale 
of wind, and was so excessively distressed ibr 
one, that he would give him any thing to Ifend 
him a boat. Entirely unsuspicious of a Tripoline 
vessel, the Austrian invited Shelly on board, and 
very generously offered to supply him with what 
he seemed to be so much iu want of: the wary 
pirate went with a number of armed Turks ; and, 
pretending to be on the most firiendly terms with 
the Imperial captain, he walked about the ship's 
deck, measuring the boats, and admiring every 
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*" J findTyourboate ^itt not answer my pai^pOT^ 

Im^ the ^hlp Milh mdiishe^ ii&il go iota Xsipaly 

/iritk 10^1' Wit wa^too.^^for ne$istaiiee. ;aji4 the 

^.yestel Wca&.spscorQlmglj hwu^tinh^^vfkefe her 

,fdi^ baa been confiscated, ahho^gh bonajide tlie 

ppc^eBtj^ of. fii^lisbmen liviog^ifii your^ iaiieiiu}. 

The anecidote is atrictly true.; it be^rs a strong 

sifnilitude to a well-known fable, and is most par-* 

tfculafly calculated to illustrate the Mpprish ch^r 

racter, 

AltbougU naany political facts migbt be ad« 
.dj^e4f and receptions madeg^tp prove the neces- 
mty of owr adopting a jtotaliy di^ent lipe of con- 
4oct in oijir relation with this jregency, I hope 
enough has^ been said : the opposition of interests 
i;f€^^^ by its rqal or nieditated hfostility against 
ntym^ of our nearest allies ; its deliberate aetii of 
violence eoninptted \)ii the persons and properties 
c^ friendly powers, ever subject to the q^achina- 
tioi^ipf a powerful enemy, are poiQjs that demand 
serious and pr^ppt qonsider^|ion ; and until tbey 
, are corrected* we cannot axpeet to derive those 
advantages, whether of a political or commercial 
natur^ from Tjipoly^ which it would undoubtedly 
affqrd undej iQore favourable circun^stances. 

la the.coui;se of the foregoing letters, I have 
^Eobably dissoH^inated some opinions, which may 
be thought ratherr chiinerical ; the experience qf 
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.the last twenty yfean has, however, proved, that, 
through the talents and perseverance of our ene- 
mies, speculations infinitely more extravagant 
than these have been often and fiUally realized. 
In a short time I shall visit Tunis, from whence I 
shall have the pleasure of adckessing you, and of 
transmitting an account of ihat kingdom ; a coun« 
try which is, on every account, more important 
than the regency of Tripply. 



Digitiz^ by Google i 






L|j:TT£RS from TUNIS. 

»l 



Digitized by-VjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tS5 



LETTER I. 

Dans les beaux si^cles des Arabes, les sciences et les arts ^eu- 
rirent chez ces Numidesy aujoiird^hm lis ne savent pas infime 
regler lenr ann^e, et en faisaat sans eesse le metier de |Mimte, 
ib n^ont paa on pilote qtti sache prendre hantenr, pai im ban 
constructeur de vaisseau ; ila achetent des Chr^tieoay et snr- 
toiitdes HoUandaisy les agres, les canons, la poudre, dont ils 
86 servent pour s'emparer de nos vaisseanx marchands, pi 
les puissances ChrHiennes, au lieu de detruire ces ennemis 
camnnmsis<mt occupist d se ruiner muinellenunL 

VoLTAiftB, Essai sur les Mceurs,. Sfc. 



Sea Coast of the Tunis Regency — Notices of the 
Interior- — Observations on Commerce — Military 
and Naval Remarks — Geographical and other 
Notices — Tunis — Carthage — Political Re^^ 
marks. 

TunU, 1811. 
I NOW proceed^ my dear firiend, to give you 
some account of this Regency, which is, for many 
reasons, infinitely more important than the pre- 
ceding one of Tripoly; it will, therefore, afford 
me great satisfaction, if^ my observations tend to, 
enlarge your knowledge of a country generally 
interesting to Great Britain, but more particularly 
so to the islands of Sicily Mid Malta. 

With respect t6 its amazing resoui:ces and the 
natural beauty of the country, few places can 
be compared to Tunis. The sea-coast, com* 
mencing at Cape Rdux, in latitude 37^ 0^ nprth. 
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' biigitu^e 9^ do! east, esit^nd^ eastntsald fo#iu«b 
Cape Boh ; thence taking a sonth-es^erii <diree- 
:«ti^ii^ it terminated at the fertile and^OfMlouft 
'•island of Jerbi [th« Mininx Insala df Pliny}; 
the whole fonning aa iaegular ii«e, ni^r^ i^v^ 
.tmn4ted mites in leogtbi^ The interior is inhibitfld 
from 6ne to two hundred and fifty miles soii4h<i 
y^itd^j tin til you drFiveat the mmintains ^hich se- 
parate Tunis from the Biled il Gerid, o? Cbutitry 
of.Dates* Although the Regency is/wutet^d jby 
various streams of mincer importance^ the oirfy 
rivers of any consequence are the Mejerdah anii 
Wad ei Qiiibir ; aiid the first of these^ so cele# 
brated as th^ Bagrada df antiquity, ^ttiptiea itiatf 
into the sea, between Cs^pe Carthage and P0rto 
JFadtia. There are many considerable lowM and 
f ilkges on itsMnks^ containing from jSve to fifte^ 
lib^usaad inhabitants^ T^ apuree of ttfis river ie 
iBtntWeiy iihknowtt lb the Tunisians; tfaisiy imB 
merely discovered, tbat^ wjoding thitHigtl ii ^ost 
producUve and pietui'esque couoti^v f I ^4eB^ 
seveo^l hundred miles in a south*-west direction, 
passing One hutidred south of Cbn.^tantii)ai The 
Whole country in the vicinity of Mejerdah i^ very 
Svell cultivated^ and jproducelilai^e quaptiti;^ ojf 
teorn, oliy^* wa*^ licmey, together with oatt4e ki 
the greatest ablindaficev* The W^Klei Quibir risc^ 

^ k IS ttttcb tO'be re^t^^lt^ t^at we hrn^t no kotrea^ ampr 
^ifW ^ Ihe intettbir or coast of Africa, pftftkulariy Bsfbaiy t« 
thttrt' fH'^&ied to^ Df. S9iaw*s work, i& replete with erromi^ #a^ 
instaalbe. Cape Bon is plated forty viites oat of its latitude^ i|re . 
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dir tlies niaighbettrfaood? 0f . fil ^ Kdf^ and joms .the 

: An.esLteiHiye ttact oiicou&tEy^sitQtttod bettimte 
,fiieaBbDiie riTataiid Gonttentkm; and equal in £*rti* 
lity tD.a»y pMt>oftiie Regency, is bat tbiolyinha- 
Ihiicdi^ ^ beiag .iiMially the seat of war wbeu tiiiy real 
-hMttliQr'tftkee place with Algiers. 

. The mottDtains near Tunis abound ifn silver, 
popper, and lead mines ; there is also one of quick- 
Mi vter n^ar Posto Farina. Jealousy and indolence 
are th^ causes why these sources of national wealth 
^ue not Jtumed to account. Amongst the exports 
i0f the Gaithi^inians w^ere enupierated copper, tin, 
ttadlead. 

• 'The ««Hint|y eastward of the above-Tiver is by 
fiir^thi^ mdst populous and best cultivated of l^he 
Hegency : them are also sey^al large towns an^ 
rillagai tb^re,beiides^innQmeraMe hordes of Arabs. 
The cfa^f productions consist -in wheat, barleys 
^1^ woo(, bees-wax, tallow, aiida variety of other 
wfaiob^ferai'the expwts of thfe Regency. 



loniptade ]« neaii^ ss iiicorreet. In the interior arrangement of 
ity there are many towns npsplaciBd, and others not inserted at 
alf. The Italian geographers haVe lately attempted a map df * 
Ttinis ; but, on <naniniati<ni, I hare ibttiid.il as detetm ai soy 
of our tmm modttotioni4 Upon tbs' dosnt 9f GaTasMu^ia; tb^re 
isa^ship of war employed at thia momfiiit, buta variety of cancel 
bstre retaided the exertioDs of. Captain Beaufort* an ofiiperof 
great abilities, who was ncsninated to perfbrm that aernce. 
Vhit subject iitf of too important a vatitfe^to ba onBrlookdl snaA; 
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. The celebrated city ti Caiiooaii, litimted ^fcamt 

forty miles to the soutfawaitl of Susa^ was formerly 

tbe latgeat in the kijoi^ay and paritseipat sectt ci 

"government. It is qow aaid to contain morr.thim 

fifty thousaod inhabiiaitta. The commettral inter^ 

eofirse c^ this town 18 capied on with Sfaar and 

Susa ; it consiata ehiefly in fhe above-mentilpeci 

commadltiea» together with large quantities of 

^tes, Vullocka, l^ides, goat*skina, &c. 

• South of the range of nK>QntainS' called Gibbel* 

Mejerdah, which terminates the Regency of Tunis, 

you. enter the country ctf Dates. The li^iils of 

this extensive and highly productire regiott Me 

not yet known; however, the Bey drawai vii|y 

considerable revenue from the imhdbitaD'la : when 

'the camp is sent out for. the purpose of coHeeting 

%he tribute, they only penetrate ftom ooe to tiro 

.hundred miles itito theantertor, and frohi the in* 

habitants of a few large to^mis the cointrilmtil^a is 

/^extremely productive. ^ 

< The account given to me of these peb^e^ 4f^ 
^scribes them as being a quiet and extremely in- 
dustrious community. I have seen several 
hundred of them at this place lately, when they 
. came in a i-^e foody to oootiplain of his Highnesses 
^^fficers^ and I was much surprized to perceive that 
they are a remarkably flue looking people, being 
much taller than the Tunisians generally are: they 
a reof a dark complexion and possess a sedate 



* The Jtoite for a mmmtauu 
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fUgiiijtjr^aiii^mr m^nbtssi^ to die Ttinl«iatiP'^W 

^hidb bd^ lyae& earned: to: tte%]«fita^peffedtk^ 
ji tlie fa^raoupe^^. and ^aracan', a'nat >. al cio^kf 
#ndco^r^er9iig,ii]riY€rsalIyi)rorji.m Gorii, 

:ilajfce8, a«id c^tle, are ainmdant. it' d0e& hW ap* 
pear thalt liiey have asijr ipeculmr attachmentf to 
-their Tqmaiaii neighbaim; but tbe Bey^i iiu« 
periority obliges ibem to cultivate his friendship. 
-^Xt Qim&ot^ howerer^ be aaid that thk couiitry forms 
^ jntegml part of ham Higbne^^s dommions^ as 
-th^ lite governed by their owivlaws, but s^ubject 
.0 ^i$ re^fien, mid lonlj p4> the tribute to avoid 
•:rpeafer'-eviiB. . . - ... •?- 

: ilayi^g^^atl^ttpted -to give you an idea of the 
jfljmi^t^ I am II0SV to deseribe the sea-coast, ivbich 
r iSircCco^wiie: to va the principal object of impdrt- 
.v«p^, TttiBceris a. smdU creek otUed La (Jala de 
:^'ilt)^i9» wbich, tbwigh no .longer under the Bey's 
dominion, I sball think it neeessifury to notice* it 
^-m s>$wted a'ijfow li^^es to the westward of Gape 
Roux, and ki tk» immediate Ticinity of the coral 
ban^s. ' J ' ^ 

V Tbetoxyn oC La Cab stands on a peniii^uia of 
(^i^ rock, te9 leagiies to the eastwacd oLBona, 
N. W. and & E^ by <g>mpa88 ; the harbour opens 

* The shawls made at Jerbi for the Grand Seiguior ar^ of 
. exquisite teiture^ they aiTe seat \6 Coi;staAitipople iaclosed in 

eaii^, fedaiayfeedrat^n-tHrottlh k-fegrer*^^^^^^^ " ' 

^ t'^bi&^^^^a^^he^'^^'^^iBieal: Wom^ *<« Now this coat 

was without seaiOjf w^eafppfi^^H^^jh^otghoat.*' 
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to the N. W., and i§ aboat fiftf fitthoflii wi4i 
With rockfton each side; its tength k one bvodNii 
and fifty fethomg, teminating in a umAy baacfh 4af 
O0e hundred fiithoms* Tha iawB ia waited toveAif 
and has three gates, ^e prmetpal of which ^eim^ 
municate with the country, and the other witll 
the q^y . The ddain street, which is wdl m^ed, 
divides the peninsula lon^tudinally, and is about 
siiety feet wide. The buildings on either side 
consbt of a chureh, Govwnw^s house, TarJOus 
prvrate baiktings, Isrfe OMigaanaes, and seiretirf 
granaries for corn, a cattle mill, g«ianl<»bouie, bar^' 
raeks, cisterns, fcc« . ilto»t oi the hoiutts are two 
and some three stories high, substantial^ bulk i# 
slone, and covered with tiles (^ Emopean maiitt* 
fisKlure ; mai^- of thma are habitaliie, and acme of 
tfattgianaritfs £t for the feeeptio* of <M3i, <rtbtifa 
bavis the walls perfect but want 'iO€>(hig/ Ttes^ 
quay is in a dilapidated conditfoil, and the bSMloit 
to the northward is in ruins i the guns, of which 
it appears to h^vB mounted t^ree on each &ce, ana^ 
difmounted sttd4iseless. Theie is plon^of toofli 
for additional fortificafions : the sew part of tha^ 
town is in a ruinous state; yet the whole nay 
ba made halii table at a moderate expence. At th<s 
faxittomof the harbo«ir t^ere are sevm^l tietaofaod 
bkriMkigs, and among the rest, a mosque and bury*^ • 
inggroundi^ a imaretto^ an exc^ent wall in good '^ 
repair^ and two gardepfii witk^ wj^U oft oaobHmcba 
of them^ tba whole of tlMsa an eacotapased wi& ^ 
a^good waiL;:^ (la^^aft^^aKHasiipe^ tdlAo^w^ 
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tb€N 19 a W|iidniil>^ which flerfes-as u etceH^^nt 
hnd mask. The adjacent <co^Btry ooaBist^ <^ faiU, 
SBd dale, roo^y and forest land^ the soil near the 
settiem^^t is li^bt and sandy: the gardens are: 
fAMl^ with orange and lemon trees, also vines in 
p9At numbers. 

'Extract of a private letter from a gentleman le* 
sideatat Bona^ in IS 10. 

^' La Cala, which was the chief source of those ^ 
nwaerouf adratitdges enjoyed by the French Afri^ 
iom Company vduring a period of above 150 years, 
ought, I think, be the first object of his Majesty's 
goveramei^. This fertile distarict produces an 
Ifcamiisi ij^ilMitity of grain, p«rticalarly excellent 
wbaatt. fit i«r supplying Great Britain with seed^ 
ll^i^es barley and beans in the utmost abundance^ 
The Arab Sheik who governs in this neighbour^ 
hood, is the firm frimd of 'England and declared 
emeii^ of France, so that it is (^ importance to 
wJ[tiv«ate his finciidship» Qesides gfmin and pulse 
lias ooimliy is^csfidble of pioducing hemp and' 
flaot of a snpefidr quality, and in any quantity, 
by- proving to the Ardbs that it would be their 
interest tx> cultivate those plants. But the most 
important objeet appears to be that of ship timber 
fbr our navy. I have seen nMoj of the trees that 
grow in the vicintty of this pkce^ they are all of 
Uve oBk ; the forests fiommeace/uear La Cab, and 
€KtiBiid eastward along the sides of the mouptains 
^wfliaeh divide Allien jmd Tunis, said, westward 
a]jni^^til•.nxt«isive {Mar towaida Booit. Tlqs^ 
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timber t ha*^ %e«n^ ^EMWUMd b]^'^ fkrMti o^-esef0^ 
ttencii is infiaitdy dttff^ior to English ^aks tto 
roads, wbicb were made by Ihe Frefiqh fef^jis 
CMFeyance to La Cala^ might be easily i^iairad^ 
This plaoe, during tbe.tia!^ FraiuseposseiM^ ii^ 
was usually gaimoned by 500 men^ besides '4lib 
inhabitants. The exf^ense of pttttiii^ il^ itato 
repair would not, I think, exceed IdjOOO Spanish 
dollars. v 

. ^^ With respeot to Bima, where I have s^M^dhftta: 
$ome time, X have to obs^ve^ that in the hiuds^ 
Ihe Ei^lish it may be made a marknt^ of ||Mit 
consequafiee for th^ introduction of colonial pro^ 
4iieei and ^'itish manu&ctur^is of evjSQr ilescrii^ 
tion/V 

. The folh^ng list of ttt$k$# ^es^^mtA^^fiiik 
Bona in the course of one ye«r» whi4» the ISmuA 
African Company was there, mtry aqpv^ J& gt^n 
^ou att idea of the resources wfak^ B%fat be chwiM 
jgeom that particular quarter, indef^dently 4^ Im 
4Ca|a and li C^l, wfaieh-is a^wjsea^uei Hf t]m 
fVMlwaidofit: 
iria* lO,()0Q quintals of wool 

ii,OQQ * ^ .r -''-.* ' wax - ^ 

- ^^OOO^buJileeks' hides- -^ 

JQQjQOfk meernxm^oh^mf ^aoh meawre equal 

to a WlBdte«ter bushel. 
From its military position, aad the many valu- 
akle jresources o^ the surrqunding country, ^jf 
place will, Ife-yft^^^eleM^bec^ 
alE^ important acquisition to GretMt Brilaiii ; and 
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HielMlowiiig y^ti r€j»ti«« to 4fc# eo!ttmorot of 
^tfcw intefestiR? part of B»H»»ry, were, ccpmaui'^ 
mtfA tj[>. m^'^ by a perj^qn ^M^^h*^ r s'd^i-^ tit 'dot^t 
4l; .Qfitiffb vi^-^ f phsuL for soui'=» tiuif, an4 &mi«> 
a|tiBaa»|t4y coDavM't*-d wit li. the subject of t*a tJalii, 
iitel I cmool dkmbt of their b^eiog acceptable. 

Catistaii:t3Qa,^ the Cirta of antiquity, is aboat 
thixty liei^;^ south of Rona ;t it contains about 
50,000 inhabitants, consisting chiefly of Turks^ 
JMloois^ ^soiA Jews. Tl^ torrouBding country is 
^wary^web^ iu»d erery w^^re covered with an^i«iit; 
mm^. The (littrict, or pioviace, is gm:etiktd: by 
a 6ey, wbo^ holffe his appointment frooi dte Bey 
^. Algi^nb and pays him a yearly tribute of 
S00>000 dollars4 whieh sum is 'levied and eit- 
t^rfedimaat the Arabe. The Bey can bjring nesd-Iy 
twtmty tb^uiasd men into the fieM, half erf* whom 
Me. owalryv gencarally very well mounted, m the 
liMiead irf hovMs ai^ excellent. As a miHtary po- 
fitiosi;, Cooslantioa is .unequalled, being built. o& 
a^igh bill, which, if properly fortiBed, would be 
altogether inaccessible. Its present defences «ra 
very nptiserable, though they answer the {MJrpose 
4Df Moorish warfare. You enter'the city towards 



* Tlie i^rimoce of Ah nune tias B»der tlie,daniaio& of 
Titnis, till about At. lOtik^owitaiy, whoa it was conqnoiedbf 
tho AlgerineSf 

t Bona was garrisoned by the Spaniards soon- after the c^ 
iure of Tunis> by Charles V.; but retained only a abort I 

X Sfiial to tinvt dtiUiBgi and aixp^ca eadi. 
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th^ north, ov^ e stupeodoos Romaii lirklge»* 
baring three rovrs of lofty arches : and when' 
inside the town, are every where struck with^ tl^i 
remains of its former splendor ; granite pillaift^ 
broken friezes, pedestals, and innumerable Gfeek^ 
Latin, and Punic inscriptions, are frequently v^t 
with. The well known jealousy of the Moors 
has prevented excavations from being made near 
this place ; but a proper q)pIication would soon 
remove the difficulties that have hitherto opiated 
against that. During the winter, the river which 
passes the town is both deep and rapid. , 

The commerce of this province is paralyz^ by 
the same cause that exists all over Barbary — thai 
of a cruel and tyrannical system of government, 
wbkh is an enemy to every species of improve* 
ment ; yet a considerable trade was fiMrmerly car* 
ried on between this country and the French 
Company at La Cala, as also with the Genoese at 
Tabarca. The productions exported from Coo* 
stantina consisted principally of t^e felloWii^ :— ^ 
wheat, barley, calavances, beans, beesVwax, hides, 
wool, camels' hair, tallow, ostrich. feathers, gfoat 
and sheep skins, ^ ship timber, bullocks, sheep, 
poultry, horses, mules, &c« ; and wheat, if the t»:«- 
portation was properly encouraged, so as thi^ the 
people had any inducement to cultivate the land, 
might be had in very large quantities, at least one 
hundred thousand quarters annually. The qmi* 
lity varies : that which is most esteemed sells fit 
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Uie ta«e of mmity^fy4it Spanish doUari^ tfaec«f- 
fi«o^^ Barley in a siintlar proportion migiit be 
^elrported far nine Spanish dollars the caffizo. 
Beans and cala^vancas of ,an excellent quality ate 
produced) but'tfaeir cultivation is very much dis- 
eouFaged, so that the country people only cuU 
ti^ate enough for their own consumption. When- 
the F^<3nth had possei^ion of La Cala, pulse wafc 
exported in very large quantities. 

Bees' wax is very abundant, 300 cantarS of 
Malta; might be eitportcd per arinum^ iat the mo^ 
derate ptice of twenty-Six Algerine dollars each. 
Th€ wool of ConiBtantina is very niuch esteemed 
0% in Tiifiis and Algiers from 800 to 1000 caiitars 
JxJi^he exported annually, at six Algerine dollars 
the catitar. A trifling duty i$ exacted by the 
Bey on the'elport of these articleis. Hides of a 
good^tfality, 60,000 per annutA, at three dollars 
and ^ quarter each; goat and sheep skinsi 
40,000 yearly, one quarter of an Algerine dollar 
ewh, ore 'iail ready ai^ticles of export. 

.Camelef' hair is not very abundant, as the great- 
est .pvt 0£ that article is carried to Tunis. Ostrich 
fe%tMv8 may be got in large proportions at a 
chei^prate^ 

p^bip timber grows in great quantities in the 
vi9i»i«y of La Gala and Tabarca; also between' 



♦ Two quarters and a liaK English, an<!. two salms thrc% 
<^atters of 3lf alta measure. 
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Bona and La Cala. It ia bought for a mere trifie, 
and consists of fine oak, fir, and beech. 

Bullocks of a large size are bought from the 
B€yx)f jConstantina, at from ten to twenty A Ige- 
fine dollars per head ; ihose of the Arabs are sold 
much cheaper. A duty on cattle is paid accord* 
ing to the previous stipulation of our government; 
but seldom exceeds five dollars of AlgiaB per 
head. Sheep in the greatest abundance are sold 
at from one to two dollars per head. Poultry is 
one Algerine dollar per dozen m any quantity. 

The imports consist of all those a)rticle8, whe- 
Iher of our colonies, or native manufacture, which 
are imported at Algiers and Tunis. The vent for 
them depends on the internal state of the cai»n^ 
try, and chau^act^ of the Beys, maoy of whom 
dislike much intercourse with Christians, though 
they are invariably influenced by a well timed 
bribe, which is of course always given under th^t 
title of present---r£^a/o. 

The people of Constantina possess a great 
share of hospitality, and respect the name of an 
Englishman very much ; that of a Frenchman is, 
on the, contrary, detested. Travelling in the in- 
terior is performed with great safety^ and iat a 
trifling expense. It is also remarkable, that th# 
country pieople of this province are of a distinct 
character from those who live on the coasts, who 
are addicted to imposture and theft, while th^ 
former exhibit a considerable degree of fi'ank|less^ 
and honesty. ^ 
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The coins of this part of Batbary differ vety 
little from those of Algiers ; and are piastres ^nd 
caroobs ; the latter is a coin equal to our penny : 
sixty and seventy caroobs go to a Spanish dollar, . 
according to the state of the money market. 
• Thirty-two caroobd are equal to a piastre. 

The weights and measures are like those of 
Tunis. 

Hemp and flax thrive remarkably well on every 
part of this coast. 

The coral fishery alone, independently of its 

being a most lucrative branch of commerce to the 

nation, would more than pay every expense which 

can possibly attend the garrison and establish* 

ment necessary for its protection. The. great 

utility of La Cala would consist in opening a 

commercial intercourse with the interior, both oi 

Algiers and Tunis, by which a large proportion 

of our manufactures and colonial produce must 

be introduced ; — supplies of corn and cattle might 

b^ easily procured, and many useful articles of 

commerce exported at a cheap rate. The facility 

of procuring horses and mules would also be very 

great, more particularly as the best breed is found 

in this province. The exports would consist of 

those already mentioned in the commerce of 

Bona. 

Although the multiplied events of this war, 
added to a considerable increase of our political 
r^ations in other parts of the Mediterranean, may 
have retarded the establishment of a mercantile 
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company in La Cala,* the great importance of 
^ th^t place, both in a commercial and political point 



* Mr. Blankley, to whose ingenuity and talents as a negotiator 
we are ipdebted for the nominal possession of La Cala, Bona, and 
II Col, and a Mr. Dalzel, formerly Governor of Sierra Leone, liaTe 
elucidated most clearly the resources of these places, and many 
advantages which would accrue to Great Britain in tfae^ event of 
their being colonized. A gentleman whom I have met at this 
place, has also favored me vdth a very interesting dociinaenty 
calculated to exhibit our situation with respect to them, and ai 
the same time to show how differently things were najiaged by 
the French, 

'< It appears that the British government contracted widi tbe 
Dey of Algiers, in 1806, for the possession of La Cala, Bona, and 
11 Col; stipulating to pay the annual sum of 50,000 dollars, 
(£11,000) for the same, and that since theabpve peiiod no other 
benefit, has been derived from these valuable acquisitions than 
-the excliisiop of the French. 

'VThat the mercantile company of the above nation held La 
Cala, &c. for more than 150 years, keeping 12,000 tons of ship- 
ping and 1,000 seamen constantly employed between them and 
France. 

•* That they enjoyed the exclusive privilege of importing th^ 
manufactures of France, and of exporting wax, wool, hides, com, 
ship timber, &c., with the liberty of purchasing cattle, and sole 
right to fish on the coral banks. 

** That the colony in its woi-st time, supported itselt entirely 
independent of any aid from the French government. 

'' That tbe cord fishery algue would reimburse the 3ntish 
government for a great portion of the annual payment to the Dey 
" That any quantity of cattle might be supplied for Malta* 
Gibraltar, and the Britisliforcep in the Mediterraaean. 
. ** That British manufactures and colonial produce might be 
introdocefl to a large amount, for the supply of the interior «f 
Africa, Jkc. ' 
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of view, will not, it is hoped, be much longer over-^ 
looked or neglected: its occupation has for some 
years been an object of solicitude with his Ma- 
jesty's government, and the British consul at 

Algiers, Mr. BlankJey, was directed, in 1807> to 

ii I ■ ■ " ■' ■■■■■' ■ ■■''■ ■ ■ ■ III I . Ill ■ I I ■ 

^* That the export of wool, hides, wax, &c., holds out a most 

Und-ative field for mercantile enterprize. 

" That the territory about La Cala, &c. produces hemp and 

Aax of a yery sujperior quality, and with proper encoura^ment 

might be grown in any quantity. 

^ That the artide of ship timber alone, is an object highly 

deserving the attention of a maritime country like Great Britain; 

and here it would be found in any quantity ; particularly live 

okk, with which the arsenal of Toulon was formerly supplied. 
" That in point of salubrity of climate and pure idr, theso 

districts do not yield to the south of France or Spain." 
Bt a more nmrate calculation of the attendant expenses 'and 

commercial benefits to be derived from the three above mentioned 

places, the unaccountable delay in occupying them becottito still 

more extraordinary, as will be seen by the foUowiiijg^ estimate. 
Annual value of exports from Bona • • • £28,575. 

Do. from La Cala 3^500 

Bo. II Col 10,100 

Total prime cost of exports £42,176 

Total expense of maintaining and psying for the 
three settlemenU 18,133 U 

Total first cost and charges ..... 60,308 15 
Total nett produce of all the exports in a Euro- * 
pean market, froni which 102,300 

The cost «Bd chaxges being deducted^ there is 
apitkfitctf . ; . £41,W1 5 

The exportation of grain and cattle of all kinds from La Cala is 
to be unlimited and doty free. 
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negotiate witli the Dey, upon the t^rms under 
which we might take possession of it : a sum of 
50,000 dollars per annum was accordingly/stipu- 
Jated to be paid, on a supposition that the coral 
fishery alcMie would more than repay that sum and 
reimburse government, independently of these 
numerous and still more important advantages to 
^ be derived from a commercial intercourse with 
the interior of Tunis, Coristantina, and Algiers, 
Singular, however, as the fact may , appear, we have 
continued to pay the money without having reaped 
the smallest bepefit, either from the fishery or the 
place itself: on the contrary, several hundred 
French and Neapolitan coral boats have been in-f 
cessantly employed on the banks of Tabarca as- 
well as La Cala, and with the greatest possible 
success ; our possession of that place was officially . 
notified to the respective powers in this country, 
and Sir A, Ball, at that time Governor of Malta, 
was directed to send a proper person there in 
order, not only to examine the spot, but to concert 
with the Bey of Constantina as to our obtaining 
supplies of live stock and other articles from that 
province. Owing, however, to the lame manner in 
which this negotiation was conducted, the English 
ag^nt was seized and conveyed to Constantina, 
where he was forcibly detained for nearly sir 
pionths : being at length liberated, he returned to 
Malta, and notwithstanding the harsh treatment he 
had experienced, yet from the opinion he^vasled to 
form of the many advantages which would accrue 
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from the pot session of La Cala, his report to the 
governor and merchants was so extremely flatty* 
ing, that the latter immediately formed a company, 
and subscribed a considerable sum of money to^ 
carry on the proposed commerce, while the former 
gave an unequivocal promise to support the in- 
fant undertaking in his capacity of governor and 
port admiral, which would at ^11 times enable 
him to grant convoys and the necessary passports. 
It was at the same time fully expected that a 
military force would occupy and fortify La Cala, 
so as to. render it a fit place for the reception of 
inhabitants, and afford proper protection to the 
coral fishery. This part of the scheme, from a 
variety of causes, many of which are unknown, 
has never .been put into execution, while the 
commerce with Bona has experienced unusual 
depression, and those merchants who contributed 
to its establishment lost a great part of the money 
subscribed. I should be sorry to attribute blame 
to any quarter from the failure of the original 
plan, and have only to express a hope t]^at, when- 
ever a favorable opportunity offers, the utility 
and importance of this place will be duly appre- 
ciated ; for if the colony is established on such a 
footing as to secure its stability, and not excite too 
great jealousy on the Bey of Constantina's part, we 
may in a few years open a source of opulence to the 
British merchant not to be obtained in any other 
p^rtof Aftica. The political effects of our having a 
good military petition are? 1 presume, too obvious 
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to jequire any fMrtber illustration. As to the Bey 
of Copstantina^ ha will always be kept in a.goo<i 
humour by the tiniely interposition of douceurs, 
apd the advantages which he must necessarily 
derive from the coinpaerce of his .subjects with 
the colonists. 

, In a ppliticg.! point of view, it is scarcely ne-f 
cessary to add, that the possession of La Cala 
would create an influence which we have not 
hitherto had in this cpuntry, and which, from the 
successfVil intrigues of pur enemies, is now reii«- 
dcred an olyect of the utmost importance . 

As a military position, this place possesses 
pvery .advantage: the heights in its immediate 
vicinity . might easily be rendered impregnable, 
SQ as to give it ample protection against either a 
naval or military attack ; and an abundant supply 
Oi water, and most salubrious climate may be 
added, anvongst its other conveniences* 

During the present war, ev^ry attempt to estar 
Jbhsh the coral fishery has proved, abortive, al* 
though very considerable sums of mpn^y have 
been expended for that purpose. 

The number of enemy's privateers, togfrther with 
the war between Tunis and his Sicilian Majesty^ 
have operated as^a bar to this most useful brarioh 
of commerce ; yet on every account it is necessary 
that we should speisdily avail ourselves of the 
benefits to be derived from it,- and exclude the 
French, who reaped a mo9t profitable harves* 
^vom its ppfisessipi) diiring the last and present 
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f^fitunes. As a nursery for seamen, it ha^, per- 
baps, been more important than in any respect. 

Notwithstanding the many obstades that have 
t^^posed the establishment of the coral fishery, 
several proprietors at Trapani, more particularly 
the British vice consul Mr. Malato, have made 
the utmost efforts to place it on a respectable 
fi)oting. The political events of Sicily have, how- 
ever, been unfortunately highly unfavourable to 
the national prosperity of that unfortunate island ; 
and while the above-named individual, together 
with some others, were last year (1810), occupied 
in fitting out a number of coral boats, there came 
^ requiskion from the court at Palermo to send 
them all,, together with every sea-fering man that 
couldbe foupd, to join the flotilla at Messina. 
The execution of this mandate w«s fatal to the 
«prai fishery ; and although some few boats were 
lately sent, they will not be productive of much 
[Hrofit, as several French privateers are always 
cruizing in the neighbourhood of La Gala and 
Tabarca. During thefirst year after Mr.Blankley's 
negotiation, there were sixty-three boats col- 
lected on tlje fishery, all of whom paid a certain 
duty towards the annual sum of 50,000 Spanish 
dollars : in th^ succeeding years those who at'^ 
tempted to send any boats have failed, owing to 
a proper want of protection, (and no e^stablishment 
being formed at La Cala) ; it may be hoped, bow- 
ser, that Pritishenterprize will yet surmount these 
jdifficulties, as in all other instances. The probable 
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number of boats, when ao equitable arraQg^ment 19 
made for their protection, and they vhave^n asylum 
to take refuge in, will be at least five hundred: this 
number would be all supplied from Cagliari and 
Trapani. £ach boat con tairfs otian average eighte0n 
men ; so that tkine thousand men, the greater part 
of whom have families to look to them for sup- 
port, would be annually employed, while they 
wcfuld be at the same time fitted for all the duties 
of the naval profession. 

The duties paid by the French boats to the Bey 
6f Tunis, for^ the Tabarca fisheiy, are comparai* 
lively trifling. 

With respect to Tabarca, thirty miles edist of 
l#a Cala, it deserves particular notice. This place 
was, during the greater part of the l^t century^ 
possessed by the Genoese republic, and a source of 
i&finite advantage to that state. It is a small island 
^luated in a bay, where there is good anchorage 
for shipping ; and which, from its strong militiH^ 
position, was peculiarly adapted to every purpofce* 
of commercial intercourse with th^^ coast, and at 
rile same time afforded every protection to the 
coral fishery, most successfully established ^here 
by the Genoese, who retained possession of it till 
the middle of 179S, when motives of jealousy 
induced the Barbary powers to drive them away^ 
together with th^ French company from La Cala. 
The country about this bay is uncommonly fine, 
and generally well cultivated. At this moment 
tbere are more; than two hundred f*reneb coral 
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bbats employed; the profits arising from the 
fishery- are imtnense. '• - , ■- - '- 

A large and populous town called £l*Kief, 
about ^ixty n>iles south of Tabarca, and nearly ^he 
same distance from La Cala, is btiiit in the centre 
of a very woody country* The tiaabw cut dowa 
here is of a most excellent quality, and calculated 
for constructing the largest ships of war ; several 
of bis Higbness's subjects are continually em* 
ployed in cutting and prep^aring it for the naval 
arsenal here; and, fortunately, it is conveyed to 
the coast with great feciKty by means of the Wad 
el Quibir (Rubricatus of Ptolemy,) which passes 
near El-Kief, and joins the sea at Tabarca* The 
possession of this island on the same, or indeed 
more favordble- terms than it was kept by the 
Genoese, might be very easily procured from the 
Tunisian government by Great Britatn ; it would 
even afford great satisfaction to the ^Bey : if our 
govemmeot made any propositiotis to him on tbe 
subject; he would doubtless require a handsome 
pecuniary consideration ; but on the other hand, 
we should obtain the eXclqsive use of the coral 
banks neat it,x the irtteripr commerce, and, what 
would be of still greater consequence, the privilege 
of cutting ship timber, of which there is- an im« 
mense quantity near the coast.* 



* The following note from the first volume of Mr. Brace's 
Travels, shews that the occupation of Tabarca has been longfiii 
contemplation :-«« Mir* Bruce bad proposed to Lord Halite to 
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Bizerta is the next town on the coast of bhi 
Highness, and situated at .the bottom of a deep 
bay^ about si xty miles east of Tabarca. This place, 
from a variety of iconsiderations, deserves to be 
noticed. It was formerly the principal trading 
town in the Regency, but has now degenerate 
into a receptacle for the enemy's privateers. The^ 
town is poorly fortified, but surrounded by the 
most beautiful country imaginable. By a strange 
&tality, the castle, which is intended to defend 
the town and bay, is commanded by a hill, a 
quarter of a mile distant, so that it cannot be 
eonsidered as having any military strength; but its 
situation is in, every respect admirable. Such was 
the commercial importance of Bizerta a few yeanr 
ago, that in 1800 there were not less than one 
hundred and thirty thousand quarters of wheat 
shipped for the different markets of Europe ; but^ 
since that period, no encouragem^t whatever has 
been given to its further exportation. In the 
bands of any other power, this pIsK;e might become 
one of the greatest emporiums in the Mediterra* 
nean. The celebrated Palus Sisara of Pliny com-^ 
municates with the bay ; i^o that by deepening thie 
channel, ships of lai^e bnrden would, with great 



obtain ihe island of Tabarca ffdm the Bey of Tunis, as a sUtion 
for the British trade in the Mediterranean ; the Bey was willing^ 
to grsint it^ tcod a description of the place was transmitted to tht 
minuiter,; about the time when the distwrbaiices prevailed at 
Algiers/' 
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fecilityi be eaabled to eater the great lake. Pre- 
vious to eateriQg the town, and close to it^ 
there is, separated from the^ea only by a aarraw 
oeck of laiid, a capacious harbour, sufficient to 
contain any number of shipping. The present 
thannel has, in some pbces, five and six fatboiBA 
water, but owing to neglect, becomes, every day 
more shallow. A famous fishery is established 
here, which is farmed at a high rate by the 
Bey to the highest bidder ; mullet of a large size 
and iSne flavour are the principal fish taken. 
. Returning to the Lake, I have to observe that 
it has a free communication with the harbour, is 
seventy miles in circumference, and surrounded by 
a country which is extremely productive. The 
depth of water varies from twenty to fifty^fethoms, 
and from this there is a narrow channel, whith 
leads into another iBuperb piece of water ; 
this has also a circumference of about sixty 
miles : strange to relate, there is not a boat on 
either; so that the numerous advantages which 
^ might be so easily derived frpm them, are totally 
losf.^ They abound in fish of every kind; and 
their banks, left almost uninhabited, are only oc- 
casionally frequented by those who go for the 
amusement of fishing or fowling. 

The inhabitants of Bizerta, including four, hun- 
dred Jews, are computed at eight thousand, and 
^re living in a state of the utmost poverty. It haid 
«ft?n^b^en represented to the Bey, thm thisplaee, 
by a change of his Highnesses policy, might sbotf 
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become d source of revetnue and opulenee ; but, firom 
motives ^hicb are best known to hifiOM^lf, no hope 
to entertained of its ^tuation being ameltorate<i« 

Porto Farina, fcMrty miles from the above place, 
bas long been the naval arsenal of his Highness, 
but, lik« the other ports of the Regency, it has 
been suffered to receive all the sand driven in by 
the north-east gales, and is no longer capable of 
accommcklating large ships. The town is only 
remarkable for being placed in the neighbourhood 
of a most luxuriant country. The Mejerdah, as 
already mentioned, discharges itself into the sea, a 
few miles south of this place. The number of in- 
habitants does not exceed nine thousand; tbey 
are chiefly supported by agricultural pursuits : 
a French builder is, however, established there^ 
and continues to build small vessels of war for the 
B^. The defences' of Porto Farina are in a very 
poor condition, and by no means formidable, 
although the town is surrounded by a wall, ai^ ' 
has a castle, upon which there are several guns 
mounted. The nuqciber of soldiers kept here is . 
seldom more than one hundred. 

Ships of a large burden, and men of -war, ckn 
Wehor in five fathoms water, within two miles of 
the harbour' smouth ; they will, however, be much 
exposed to easterly winds ; with all others it is 
perfectly safe, the holding ground being most ex- 
cellent. Owing to the shallownesa. of the port, 
the Tunisian squadron is in future to rendezvow 
at the Golistta. 
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' The/ Gulf of Tunis, one of the safest in the 
Mediterranean, is bounded on the west by 
Cape Farinas, (Apollinis Prom.) and Cape Boa 
(Hertneeum Prom.) on the east. Unhke many 
others in this country, these is not a single danger 
to obstruct the navigator, and there is capital 
anchorage in every part of it, from two to five 
miles off the shore : including the bay, its circum^ 
ference is about One hundred and twenty miles. 
FJeels ot^any magnitude can always find i^helter in 
tbe latter thoughout the year. Anchorage for large 
ships is found between Cape Carthage and the 
opposite cape which bounds the bay. Five miles 
south of Cape Carthage you arrive at the Goletta, 
tlie greatest commercial and military dep6t of his 
Highness. It is strongly fortified against a navat 
attack, but canmianded by a hill towards the 
ruins of Carthage, not more than three thousand 
fivehundred yardsoff,firom whence the castlemight 
be easily assailed with mortars. A very large 
bascHi has been formed fit to receive all the men of 
war and m^xrhant vessels of Tunis at this place ; 
and considerable quantities of timber are brought 
from Tabarca for the purpose of building ships of 
various dimensions.* The artificers employed 
here are composed of French, Moors, and Christian 
slaves. The works constructed at t\^ Goletta 
were planned by a Dutch officer formerly in the 

■ • ■• . i< .1 .■■*,■■ " ■■*■■ ■ .. ,. .■ ' . . ' ■■ " • * — ■■ ■ ■-■ • ■-.. 

. ^ Two large frigates and a sloop of war are atreadjlaiddowiii 
«^ }U a atate of forwardntn. 
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Service of the Bey, and principally executed by 
his nephew Mr. Humbert^ a gentlemaB of gi^eat 
talents. 

A large lake, above thirty milqs.in cic^jurn,- 
fefence, and only gepacated from the bay by a ye?y 
narrow isthmus, is seen extending from the Golett^ 
up to the walls of Tunis- which is six miles from, 
it., Many. boats are continually employed oit the 
lake, in conveying goods and passengers to and 
from th^ capital. The utmost depth of water 
found in this lake is not more than six or seven 
feet, and. from the circutnstance of several ruins 
having been discovered on the northern side^ 
that part must h^ve been dry formerly, j^t 
present it answers no other purpose than th^t qf 
yielding an immense quantity of salt, . whidj. is 
chiefly consumed in the Rcgeiicy; wfajerpas, if 
brought into cultivation, an amazing extent pf 
fine ground would add to the national vrealth, 
and all the ioconvcdiencep of stagnant wat^r, 
more particularly irksome during, the summer. 
months, would be avoided. 

The city of Tunis has been. so often described, 
that little niore remains to be ^aid than . that it 
could not possibly have been built upon a ini)ie 
unfavourable spot, considering- the nature >q{ vtfesr* 
adjaqent country which pr^ients a variety of;sili9*-^ 
at^ions muqh. better calculated for the con^lXActi<?p.. 
of a large town. Thereare several, hills on ey^ry 
side (except towards the bay) which altogetbcr ; 
obstruct a view of the i^urrounding sQ^m^^^ 
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and must add considerably to the heat experienced 
in sunlmcr. Although large sums have been ex- 
pended in building forts, and throwing a high wall 
round the city, it is by no means a strong place. 
The citadel, called El Gaspa, began by Charles V. 
and finished by John of Austria, is much out of 
repafr, and comnianded by the neighbouring 
heights: there is also a rising ground near the 
town on the north, which commands both it and 
El Bardo, the fortified jpalace ot his Highness,, r 
two miles west of Tunis. 

Although the number of inhabitants, including 
thirty thousand Jews, is known to exceed one 
h,iihdred and*thirty thousand, yet Tunis isbuilt with- 
out the smailiest regularity, and the streets are so 
extremely narrow and filthy, that it is with difficulty 
you can pass through thetn ; in fact, nothing but 
the most salubrious climate on earth could pre- 
vent the prevalence of contagious diseases here, 
as the manners of the people, added to a want of 
precaution, are calculated to produce the most 
serious consequences. 

The only buildings particularly worth notice are 
a few mosques, and the new palace just built for 
the Bey t this is a very magnificent structure, In 
the Gothic or Saracenic style ; and, though not 
quite finished, promises to be one of the most sii-' 
perb residences in Barbary, as neither pains nor 
expense have been spared in its decoration. The 
lower pan of this building is fitted up with a 
variety of fanciful shops, in which the Tunisian 

VOL. IJ. M 
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. pirodqctions are sold by traders, who rent them 
. from the Bey. The idea has been admired as very 
iiigenious, and is really much calculated to impose 
on strangers. Amongst the private palaces, tho^e 
gf Hamet Geluli,* and Hagunas, a character 
equally well known here, are the most conspicuous. 
The consular houses, of which there are.several^ 
are all, without any exception, solitary habitations, 
and infinitely more like prions than the al^des of 
persons destined to sustain and represent national 
dignity. 

The Moorish houses, like those of Tripoly, sel- 
dpm exceed one $tory in height ; the rooft are all 
flat ; and large cisterns are attached to them for 
receiving rain water, which is sometime^ accept* 
able, owing to an occasional scarcity of that article: 



*■ This man is supposed to be the richest subject in the Re-^ 
l^ency : the people tell you that he is proprietor of nearly half 
the kii^dom; his situalion mth the Bey is c<m(ieqiieiitly jtpf 
precarious ; he has, l^oweyer; contriyed to put himself out of hiE 
Highnesses power, by accepting the place of embassador to th^ 
Governor of Malta, which office has been lately suspended by an 
order from the ministry in England ; out Geluli is too wise to 
return^ and therefore contents himself with remaining in tiMt 
u^imd as efmmercial agent to his master. HagunasiRiHB foim^y 
a most opulent man* and very popular with t^e peppb : a jea- 
lousy that arpse between him and Geluli afforded an opportiipiiy 
to the Bey of interfering ; the use made of his power im this 
occasion will ever be a foul stain on his character ; ffar the poor 
old man, though seventy years of age, was not only stripped of 
aQ hia property, but throwH into a lothsome prison at £1 Bardo^ 
^bei^ he^ now langui^bea* 4md is Ufady to raflwi all hi9 life. 
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the cH^ls, however, Very Well supplied with that 
necessary from a spring near the town, itf being con- 
veyed by a Very fine aqueduct, built iii Charles 
the Fifth^s time. 

'The police of Tunis, with respect fo personal 
security, was never so well regulated as it is at 
present: not later than ten years ago, a Christian ^ 
could scarcely walk through the streets, much 
less tile co«ntry, without being insulted. This 
ir^ry selddni occurs now ; and, although the hatred 
of the natives towards Jews and Christians has not 
subsided in the least, the fear arid 'certainty of 
punishment are sufficient bars to theit insolentfe; 
indeed, has Highness has been the first sovereign 
w!tov fdr many years,' dared to punish a Turk with 
the same impartiality that he would a Moor.l 

Besides the mosques, there are a few colleges 
and schools ; it being customary here, gs in other 
partsofBarbary, "to, instruct efll the youth in the 
ru<ihn^nts of reading, writing, and a knowledge of 
'flife Koran. To describe the manners and customs 
of the inhabitants would be only a repetition of 
what has already been said relative to Tripoly. 

The number of Christians resideiit herp amount 
tcr^bottt fifteen hundred t of these one thoosand 
consider themselves as subjects of^^ France; the 
rest, with the exception of our Consul, and^His 
/suite of three or four individuals, ?Lve ci-devant 
- ifthabiitants of Tabarcau that were driven out of 
4h^ iistend when the Genoese fepublic hee^oe 
antiexed to' Ffance. The niimber of "French sub- 
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jael» in. the H€g'Ejncy; together with the feciUtgr. 
with which his Highness admits others^ mayv op^^ 
some future day, interfere veiy niateriaily with ttia 
interests, if they do not already. This subject ba^ 
been i^ vain represented to him» butt without 
effect: it ought, , however, to be mentioned, tba^» 
until very lately, both he, his minister, and Mr. 
Mariano the slave, have strenuously opposed the 
establishment of any British subject here : they 
have at length changed their tone, from a convic- 
tion that our navy can at any time, if vigilantly 
employed^ prevent tbem from Jbaving auy commu- 
nication with the continent of Etiropei. 

All the martufactures known to the people of 
Tunis are carried ou here with great assiduity ; 
they pjFincipally consist of the bernouse, baracpB, 
ahawlsf caps, Morocco leather, oil of roses and of 
jes^mine; embroidery of every kind, fire arms, 
and sword cutlery.^ An extensive and lu creative 
commerce was foraierly established between this 
and the interior, particularly Ghadames and Con- 
cistantina: caravans went to aqd from the fijrmer 
twice a year, bringing with them the. productions 
of the Nigritia, and taking back those of Europe ; 
a similar trade was kept up with the latter. The 
Bey's impolit;jp mode of governing the Arabs has 
not only alienated their affections ffbm him, but 
caused the suspension of this advantageous source ^ 
of wealth. 

When public confidence is once destroyed be- 
tween the prince and bis people, it can only be 
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restored by a system of cdnciliation arid libei^lily 
oh the part of the former : this has riot as yet beea' 
resorted to by his Highness : the evils resiiltliig 
Ikim^ line of policy so inimical to thetrue inte- 
ifets of his person and goveimment are innume- 
t^ie. 



LETTER IL 



Urbs antiqua fuit (Tyrii tennere coloni] 

CartbagOy Italiam contra Tibierimque longe 

O^tia, dives opHiii> stndiisqne asperrima belli: " 

QuaUm Juno fertar terris magis omnibus aoam 

Posthabita colttisse S^ino 

ViRG. Mneid, lib. i.* 



Eivbitims of Tunis — ImprovementS'-^Religim and 

' T&letdnce — Surrounding Landscape and RuifSs 

't ' -^Carthage — Historical Notices -^Geography 

of the Sea Coast continued-^Produce of the 

"' Country - — Antiquities — - Present Fteed&m of 

* Research-^ Animals — Religion — Oovetrtment^^ 

• General Character — Liberty ---^Slavery— ^ State 

^ of the Womeny ifc. Spc. 

' Tunis, iSll. ' 

*»■■'■ 

^ \ Manx of the opulent natives, and nearly all the 
European consuls, have handsome villas and ex-, 
tensive gardens, which are scattered over the 

'country, from Tunis to a delightful spot called 
La Marza, close to Cape Carthage, and one of the 
iDost luxuriant situations in the kingdom : It is 

^rnuch frequented in summer, when the visitors 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



166 LETTERS FROM THE BfEDIJERIlAKEAN. 

eojoy the douWe advantage of exquisi te rural ^re-. 
awatipn apd sea-bathifig ; ^ the auoiber of; roae* 
treeifcuUivatedJjere wo^ld surprijse aq European-; 
for you meet large tracts of ground covered. witU 
0^ein, as frequeqt as twrnip fields in Jinglapdrr-a 
promenade h) one qf these odoriferous regions \f^_ 
more easily imagined thaq •described. \ . 

The soil round Tunis is rather sandy, with a 
strong loamy bottom : it produces g^ain, fruit, arid 
vegetables, in the greatest abundance : the soil and 
climate are admirably adapted for the growth of 
cotton, sugar, and maqy tropical prod'^ction^ j. 
even coffee and indigo hav§ hfeen successfully 
tried"! in fact, under any other hands but tl^ose 
which are now destined to be its proprietors, what 
would it not produce ? The breed- of cattle, Q}i;>4Q 
of cultivating the ground, and every thing els^ 
l^onnected with agriculture, are susceptible of infi- 
nitfe improvemeiit. Bees, pf which there ^re an 
amazing number, axe very much neglepte(|. Upop 
the commerce of this place it js hardly necessstry 
to add any tfeing. here, that subject beipg ably 
elucidated in the publications of M^^sf^f-M^Gili 
aifcd Jackson.?* „ 

* Mr. M^GjH, in his very able work on this Regency, has 
commTiuic5ated matiy interesting fiaicts relative to its politics kvA 
'jpommerce. , His observations oh the defective manner in'which 
the "British consular system is conducted cannot be too attentively 
resid by men in power. There are, in fact, so many particulars 
contained in his little volume, relative to manner?, customs^ &c, 
jjb^t they have superseded th6 necessity of my lengthening thi$ 
jl^etpb of the country to an iinii^cessary degree. Bnscuit liking 
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TUNIS. . • fgf. 

It i» very singokir, that in a country bliaded. so 
mirch by superstition as this is, a spirit of religious 
toleration should be encouraged, even to a greater 
^xt^nt than at Tripoly : this forms a pleasing con^ 
trast with that savage ferocity which usually dis-^ 
Anguishes the Tunisian character; and I have 
been much surprized to find, that, besides the 
Jewish synagogues, Greek and Roman Catho<» 
lie chapels are esftablished in the centre of the 
town. • 

The precepts of our holy religion, and a thou* 
sand other considerations, jiaturally point out to 
the Christians resident in Tunis, that a promotion 
of social virtue*, and other acts of mutual bene*' 
vWence, would be most conducive to the common 
interest, while it would, at the same time, inspire 
Mahometans with a proper degriee of respeqt 
and veneration for a community so infinitely be* 
yond themselves in manners and civilization : but 
the contrary is, •unhappily, the case ; and I have 
often beheld, with surprize, that a system of ca*~ 
lumny and slander but too often usurp the place 
df friendly intercourse and domestic happiness. 

You have, doubtless, often heard of the extreme . 
jealousy whicb forms so striking a feature in the 
national charac^ter of this country; yet prostitu^ 

h^ laitearly heejpL brought to an unoommoB de^^ee of perfection 
here, . and large quantities are e^iported, besides what is required 
to supudy the Tunisian squadron. This circumstance migfit be 
tak^ great advantage of by naral and militaiy commanders, bfl 
.lbo69 einerg^cies which frequently occur in the Mediterranean. 
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tion is not only tolerated, but subjected to 
I'egulations established by the government ; it 
is, however, altogetlier confined to the Moors, as 
if a Christian is found in company with a female 
of the Mahometan faith, they arc both put- to 
death. • , . 

To form any idea/of the landscape which sur-i 
round? Tunis,- it is necessary that you should visit 
the ruins of Cajrthage, This once celebrated ca- 
pital of a great country .is now only distinguished 
by its cisterns, the remains of some amphitheatres, 
and an a^jueduct ; the^ whole a melanqholy emblem 
of the instability of human greatness. We canriot^ 
however, help being struck with admiration on a 
review of the place which was chosen as the site 
of this city. It was built on a high ga'omontory, 
fprming the western extremity of Tunis Bay, now 
called Cape Carthage ; and, without exception, a 
more magnificent coup^d*ceil cannot be conceived, 
than is presented to the beholiiier in the scene 
before him. The eye,* wandering over extensive 
and highly cultivated plains, sometimes inter* 
rupted by hills that forei a senaicircle of more 
than one hundred miles, is at length gratified by 
a range of lofty mountains, that bound the horizon 
on each side. Amongst these, Zowan is the most 
conspicuous, 'arid celebrated for having supplied 
Carthage with water : the aqueduct constructed 
for its conveyance was equal to any of the most 
stupendous works of antiquity : the remains' of it 
have been traced for seventy miles over a very 
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iiregular and hjUy country ; indeed, several htm*, 
dred arches are still to be seen. This is an admir- 
able monument of human industry, an equal to 
which few other countries can boast, 
• The plain of Zarna^ repaiarkable for the san- 
guinary battle fought'there between Hannibal and 
Scipio Africanus, which decided the fate of Car- 
tKage, is seen on the right, and is now Covered with 
corn, and groves of olive trees. 

That man who could survey the ruids of .Car- 
thag? with indifFerence, or not call to mind the 
scenes of its past glories and misfortunes, mast, 
indeed, be devoid of sensibility ; not is it possible, 
in my opinion,' to witness such an instance of 
fkilen greatness, without being irresistibly led into 
a train of reflection, from which an important 
moral and political lesson may be drawn. It» 
effect would, however, be transient on an ordinary 
being : to render the lesson either lasting or use- 
ful to mankind, it would be necessary to place 
the prime minister of a great country on thie 
highest pinnacle of Byrsa ; from thence, while 
admiring the variegated beauties of an enchanting 
landscape, a natural association of ideas would 
make him revert to the page of history : there he 
would see it recorded, that a band of enterprizfng 
Phoenicians, led on by an adventurous female, 
had, more than two thousand five hundred years 
before^ established a flourishing colony on the very 
spot upon which be stood, now presenting nothing 
but a desolate and mingled heap of ruins ; that, 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



170 LETTERS FROJi THl: liKDITERRANEAlV. 

by the wisdom of her laws, :aiid honest industry of 
her people, Carthage shortly rose to a lofty and^ 
envied pre-eminence amongrt nations ; niistress of 
the ocean, and soul of commerce, her ships bov^ed 
the sea from the Bosphorus to the Pillars^ of 
Hercules. /Alas! dissatisfied with legitimate and 
true greatness, a fatal thimt for foreign conquest 
infected hor rulers; but mark the melancholy 
result ! Commerce was abandoned, fleets and 
armies sent forth, Sicily, Sardinia, and a pat* of 
Spain, soon acknowledged her sway ; th^ jealousy 
of Rome was routed ; rivalry ensued; and, after at 
sanguinary, though unsuccessful, struggle, the 
Queen of Arts, and pride of civilization, fcill at 
the.mejrqiless feet of unpitying comjuerom! I l^ 



* liere it will jiot» J hope, be thought superflHons* if I s4i 
ibe opifiiops of. two very celebrated characters upon the other 
defects which contributed to hasten the fall of Carthage : opi^ 
nioQs^\vhich carry conviction along with theniy^ but in coming 
^m Polybiqs and Aristotle, they acquire great additi^^nal |arce. 

'^ Aristotle, among other obserrations upon the government of 
Carthage, mentions two glaring defects, wliich w^re, accoi:ding 
to hi& opinion, very contrary to the wishes or intentions of a wise 
legislator, and highly detrimental to sound policy. 

<< The first of these was the confirming of many places, ill tli« 
' same person, which custom he considered as extremely pr^u^ 
dicial to the public good, observing, that w|ien a man has but 
one employment, he is thereby the better able to execute 'his 
duty, being more at liberty to examine the affairs of office, and ' 
expedite them with greater celerity. He adds, is it not i^een in 
the field as well as in navigation, one officer does not, command 
two different corpii, ]pior one pilot manag^i tw<^ slyps*. On the out 
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Sach would proMs>ly be the i:eflk;ctions of ^ states- 
n^an, if itsjpijsporttd.to this ^twful *c€ne> but how . 
glorioutfor himself, and useful to his.f<^llow-crea- 
t^jpes, if he knew how to turn them to the prac- 
tkal benefit of his couja try J* . - 

' , . ; ; " ' r— — " '- — - — : ' — r- — r-T — '— — f-^ ^ . -^'' 

band, the good of the state rectuiresaa4Eiicitjement to emulatioaj 
amongst persons of jjierit ; let favours be equally divided, but 
when places aT6 multiplied in the same person, a distinction so 
unjust must ever excite in the community the most lively senti- 
ments of jealousy, envy, and disgust. '.* 

*< The second defect found in the CarthBginiau govemmetttby 
the same author, was, that to attain certain posts^ it was not 
deemed necessary to possess merit, but absolutely so to- be blest 
with interest and fortune ; consequently, poverty excluded per- 
sons meriting the highest rewards. This was, indeed, a mcst 
serious ei^il ; for why should virtue be considered as superfluous, 
and money estimated bevond every thing else ? — Because it 
served to mislead for private ejids : thus the admiration and 
ihffst for riches governed the country, and held the reins of 
government, corrupting its magistrates and judges, and iatro^ 
ducing biiftery to obtain honours and places of trust, which, 
when oii^e possessed, conceiving themselves at liberty to repay 
the rniquttous suras expended to gain their wished, they at once 
gave way to a system of the most shameful corruption." 

Polybius ha'fe observed, *• that no species of gain was cob- 
stdered as dishonourable by the Carthaginians, and that scruples 
never intervened to check an evil so threatenis^ to the public 
^eal."— Mr. HolHn adds, with his usual simplicity of language, 
*' But hb«^ fatal might have been the consequences of -^uch. a ' • 
system r'—/iM/.^nn. tom. i. 

* The following poem, written on the very, ruins of Carthag^e, 
is the production of a young gentleman, named Budd, who waf 
bom in Dublin, and having .entered the navy at an eariy age, 
risited Tunis in the ship to which be belong^ed^ about five years 
figo. I Tf^^ret to add, that h« soon after felt a victim to the 

/ 
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Should the polftical events of Europe; a ciTeum- 
stanceby no means impossible, render it nece^saiy 
for an European army to visit this country on any 

yellow fever in the West Indies. The lines submitted her^f 
have never been published before ; and were given to me by a 
friend of the deceased, with a request that they might be 
communicated to the public in the most appropriate manner I 
conld devise: this ^ as been chosen,. and it is hoped that their 
merits will be my best apology, while the memory of a youth, 
who would doubtless have been an ornament to literature, may be 
rescued from unmerited oblivion. 

I. 

Oh thou whose glory filled the prostrate world. 
Triumphant mistress of the wat'ry main. 

From what a height of glory art thou hurPd, 
How dreary now thy desolated plain! 

U. 

.' • No more the fleeting downy-footed hours. 
With happy speed in tiipping time advance ; 
No longer, rushing from autumnal bow*rs. 
The festive pairs describe the mazy dance ; 

HI. 

No more the strains which waken soft detire^ 
Or lull the pangs which they induced before^ 

Shall flow harmonious from the swelling lyr^ 
Shall charm, or soothe )h' enamoured youth no more. 

' "IV. ..'.'*,„ 

Fled is thy grandeur, all thy beauty £ed: 
' Fled all that once could cbann the raptured eye ! 

The very cypress, ^Itfa its gloomy head, w 
Weaiy ofsorrow, is compelled to die. 
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future oocasion, Carthage presents itself as an eicel- 
l^nt place for their reception : — ^& a military posi* 
tian, it possesses every advantage, and may be con-^ 
sidered as unassailable, if properly fortified. The 
Qisterns must certainly have been either within 

• ' ■ ■ ■ • 

In vai» thy Phcenicopters^ strive to chase^ * 

With gaudy wings the silent gloom away ; 

In vain thy lizards mn their winding race, 
A sadd'ning solitude still clouds the day. « 

VI. 

For Devastation, with despotic arm, 
Has swept her chariot o'er thy trampled field ; 

Her trump re-echoing the dread alarm. 
And blazing firebrand has been seem t^ wield. 

VIL 

Why does the breast with sudden tumults heave f 
Why tremulous respires th^ bursting sigfh ? 

The heait no longer can refuse to grieve^ 
Nor echo cease in pity to reply. 

VIII. 

Here where the sloping hill and verdant pli^in 
Have oft resounded with the sports of May, 

Stalks the gaunt lion now, wi(;h proud disdain. 
And yelpipg jackalls seek their scanty prey. 

* Plafningoes. These birds, whose plumage is so extremely beautiful, «re the 
constant inhabitants of the lake which lies between the ruins of Carthage and 
Tunis. M. de Chateaubriand speaks of-them In the following terms : <' Qtuand 
CCS beaux oiseaux volen^ k V encontre- du yoleil, tendaiit \t cou «n avant, et ^ 
allongeant les pieds en arrierc^ ils ont Tair dc« ^litches empennte avec des 
plumes couleur dc rose/'-^/riTi^atrfi, tome ii.rp^;e. 337. 
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the former citadel, or under its immediate protec- 
tion ; and such is their presenj: state of preserva- 
tion, that during tlie winter, they are generally 
^ more than half full of good water. The whofe 
promontory is highly cultivated, and produces 
large crops of wheat. There are also two or three 



IX. 

•Where cultivation smiled with glowing pride. 
Where once the painted bed enaineird grew, 

The flowerets now, their Wushine; beauty hide. 
Ashamed to shew their variegated, hue. 



Where once society endearing dwelled.. 
And tender friendship. harmoniz'd the sou! ; 

No mors the bosom is with rapture swdl'd, 
Nor sighs of plaintive sympathy^ condole. 

XL 

Thus when from scenes which wintry clouds deform. 
The sun in haste withdraws* his cheering ray. 

The traveller, darkling, wearied, and forlorn. 
Laments the absence of departed day. 

XIT. 

Impeird by curiosity's command, 
A wandering youth, and stranger to ihy shore, 

Is come to view thy melanchaly land. 
To trace that splendour which invites no, more : 

XIIL 

iTo mark with pensive retrospective eye. 
The wreck of empire, and the dust of 6tate ; 

Which* lell ti« fteKngly that all must die; 
The suppliant humblej md tb© haughty ^reat. 
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bundled pipes of good wine, made annually in 
the vicinity of a small town built on the outer 
part of the Cape. The best materials for throwing 
^p works, are, of course, to be found evefy where 

XIV. 

Which sad isculcate, how all human poivV^ 
Al\ mortal labottr^ is but spent in vain, 

AH deomM to meet th' inexorable, hour 
Which unrelenting moulders us again. 

• ' XV. 

Hark ! while with deep solicitude I seek . 
Some lettered remnant of illustrious yore. 

Loud thund'rii^g clouds impetuously break. 
And driving show'rs forbid me to explore. 

XVI. 

Unaw'd, amid the tempest's dire alarms. 
Thy fair Eliza,* gloTving with the chace. 

In such a hurricane resign'd her charms 
To the lovM Trojan'sf treacherous embrace. 

XVII. 

That fatfld cave, where, uncontfouf d by form. 
The fenrent vow each feeble plea surpast. 

Might now afford me shelter from the storm, 
A safe asylum from the howling l^ast. 

XVUL 

But just as fleeting as the summer show'r 
Which Sol irruptive on its cloud dispels ; 

To man's fond promise, oft th' ensuing hour 
The tale of sadness* to the &ir one tells. 

* A name of Dido, foundreu of Ctrthastf** 
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m the greatest abundance. The facility of keep- 
faig up a constant communication with the sea, is 
also another great consideration, and with respect 
to climate, and purity of atmpsphere, Gape Car- 
thage is, I believe, unequalled. 

XIX. 

Let Contemplation with her silent train 
Of swept ideas, present to the catl, 

And parent Memory, usurp my hrain, 
Unhappy Byrsa!* while I trace thy fall, 

XX. 

Perhaps on this same spot where now reclines 
A youth to grandeur, and to thee unknown, , 

Stern Mariusf has, contemplating thy crimes, 
Compared thy just abasement with his own. 

XXL 

Perhaps 'twas here the bleecung patriot bore* 
Each horrid pang, each cruelty severe ; 

Urg'd by the pledge of honor to a shore. 
The hapless limit of his great career. 

xxn. 

The swelling trump of fame, whose notes astound^ 
.Still) with sonorous clangor shall proclaim, 

To distant nations, echoing the sound, 
Attilius Regulus ! thy glorious name. 

* Byrsa, the citadel of Carthage, so called fiom the artifice of the hide. 

•f* Livy, the Roman historian, informs us, that when Marius was forced l<r 
Mj into Africa, he took up his abode at Carthage, and surveying the suiix>unding 
. desolation, could not forbear obseivmg a striking similarity in their adverse 
iortunes. 

X The celebrated story of Regulus, as related by Valerius Maximus and 
othef historians, is too well known to require » repet'tion^ 
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It may not be irrelevanl to repeat that the 

heights connected with the C^pe, having dn 

entire command of the works at the Goletta and 

Jts ersensil, all of these might be destroyed in four 

hours. 



XXIII, 

III tracing back the full historic page, . 
The miDd, iusultedby atrocious^ crime. 

Indignant rouses, eager to presage 
'Eternal justice, punishment condignt 

V XXIV. 

Thy story, Carthage, stained with basest guilt, 
1^ flaunts its crimsoned, deeply glowing hue, 

Reflectioiji shudders at the blood so spilt, 
AtA pale with horror sicj^ens at the view. 

XXV. 

Scarce can the deeds of that illustrious chief;, 
Whose potent arai dtferr*d thy sure decay, 
, Th' immortal Hjmnibal {a short relief) 
Illume thy page with vivifying ray. 

XXVI. 

*Twould seem, that varying from her wonted laws 
Nature had wander'd, when to thee she bore. 

That matchless Hero pf a wretched cause, . , 
Wbose lustre would have graced a better shore^ 

XXVII. 

Yet long did his exotic bloom remain 
Till weafied out, he droopM with slow decline> 
The tufted palm tree which adorns thy plain 
Thus fades^ if planted ia a^polai: dime. 
VOL. II. N 
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While SO many of our countrymen have been 
travelling through Sicily and the Morea with 
such amazing avidity, they have been probably 
unacquainted with the attractions of this country. 



XXYIII. 

Nor let his virtues pass in silence by, 
Which hostile pens impartially unfold ; 

Let it be known, that when he deigned to di^. 
His breast despis'd the sordid thirst of gold. 

XXIX. 

Accursed avarice ! whose hideous grasp 
Excludes each general feeling from the soul : 

Avaunt from me, thou fiend ! nor dare to clasp 
A bosom ignorant of thy controul. 

XXX. 

Sooner let waste superfluous abound. 
And mad extravagance my senses fire ; 

Than thou venality my peace confound. 
With meanness clad and peculation d)re. 

XXXI. 

This was thy crime, this thy destructive vice, 
Perfidious Carthage ! Avarice was thine ;* 

Thy present mis'ry never can induce 
My muse to yield thee one applauding line. 

XXXII. 

How vain have proved thy heaps of treasured store, 
Tljy Punic cunning and relentless ire. 

When Roman legions shouted on thy shofe. 
Could they protect thee from avenging fire ? 

* Has Carthage no paraltdi in modern times ? 
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The number and magnificence of Roman ruins 
which exist throughout the Regency, would be 
a source of amusement and hist6rical enquiry, not 
unworthy of the most enlightened amongst them ; 
and, to the valetudinarian, perhaps no part of 
Europe would be so beneficial as the miqeral 
baths of Hamam Leef. These waters were very 
celebrated in antiquity, and are situated nt the 
declivity of a mountain, close to the sea, at the 

' I I i 

XXXIIL 

Just was tbf^ fate, nor let a single sigh 
Be heard to echo from thy desert tomb; 

Nor the sad wanderer, who loiters by, 
Inveigh against thy misei^ble iioom. 

XXXIV. 

Had Tirtue dwelt with thee, their eagled liest,^ 
In vain had darM to stem the Tuscan tide ;t 

Freedom had guarded its insulted coast> 
And commerce crownM thee with eternal pr^de^ 

The immortal Author of ** Jerusalem Delivered" has made a 

fine and truly phifloaophic allusion to this place, in his 15tl^ 

Canto, where the two warriors, are dispatched for Rinaldo. 

I 

Giace^r alta Cartago, appena i segni 
Deir alie sue mine il lido serba, 
' Muojono le citta, mnojono i regni ; 
Copre i fasti e le pompe arena ed erba ; 

£ r uom d' esser mortal pet che si sdegni. 
Oh nostra mente cupida e superb^ ! 

• The Eagle was the standard of Rome, 

t ^are Tyrrheneaa, that part of the Me^teriaaean which «e]parates Italy 
from Carthage. 

\ N 2 ' 
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southern extremity of the Bay of Tunis; their 
virtues in the cure of rheumatic, and indeed all 
chronic disorders, are wonderfully great ; I have 
been assured by medical men established here, 
that the efficacy of these waters has often been 
JDroved. The few English patients who have 
occasionally visited the place, all concur in bear- 
ing testiniony to the beauty of its situation, and 
the benefit they derived from a use of the waters. 
When more generally known, this place will, I 
hope, be frequented a little more than it is at 
present ; every comfort of life is found at a most 
trifling expense, and in the event of being visited 
by many persons, there would be no difficulty in 
improving the house already built for their re- 
ception. There are, generalVy, several Tunisian 
families at Hamam Leef, as the inhabitants ascribe 
the most miraculous virtues to the spring. It 
issues from the base of the mountain alluded to ; 
and without scarcely ever varying its heat, is ge- 
nerally equal to 1 18 degrees of Fahrenheit's ther- 
mometer. A fine spring of cold fresh water rises 
within a quarter of a mile east of it ; the taste of 
the mineral is not unlike that of Glauber's salts, 
but by no means so nauseating ; apint is suffi- 
cient to produce an effect, and it frequently ope^ 
rates as a vomit. Taking leave of Tunis, 1 shall 
now attempt to describe the coast eastward of 
Cape Bon. 

Galipia, (the Clupea of the Romans,) is the 
fii-st town you come to, it is fifteen miles from the 
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Cape, contains about four thousand inhabitants, 
and is defended by a castle, built on a very strong 
military position, which commands the beach. 
4 The land on this part of the coast is tolerably 
well cultivated, and produces considerable quan- 
tities of corn and oil. The anchorage of Ga- 
lipia is only sheltered from west and north-west 
winds. Leaving this town, and passing several 
inconsiderable villages, you arrive at Haraamett, 
in the Gulf of that name. This place contains 
eight thousand inhabitants, and carries on a con^ 
siderable trade in corn, wool, and oil, with Tunis. 
The Gulf is but little frequented, and as little 
known to navigators as any other part of Bar- 
bary, not having ever been properly surveyed by 
an English navigator. The seanien of Tunis say 
that it abounds in fish of various kind; and they 
assert, that there are very good anchoring places 
in several pafts of it. 

The next town eastward is Susa, famous for 
its exports of wool and olive oil: the latter is 
more abundant in the vicinity of this place than 
in any other part of the Regency, and when pro- 
perly prepared, is considered as equal to that of" 
Lucca. The inhabitants are computed at eight or 
ten thousand, and are rather industrious than 
otherwise. The Bay of -Susa is a good summer 
anchorage, but exposed, during winter, to the 
nprth-east gales. With respect to the defences of 
this town, like all the rest which I .have men- 
tioned; they are falling to pieces..^ The country 

^ - Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



182 j;.ETTERS FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

about Susa is extremely beautiful and wdl cul- 
tivated4 Thirty miles in the interior, at a jplace 
called Elgemme, there is a colossal amphitheatre 
in a very high state of preservation ; several fine 
statues, and other relics of antiquity, have been ^ 
found near this place. 

Twenty miles east of Susa is the populous 
town of Monasteer ; this place carries on a' trade 
similar to that of Susa, and contains a population 
of nearly twelve thousand souls. The manu- 
facture of coarse cloths and the bernouse is con- 
siderable here. The roadstead is more calculated 
for the reception of shipping than Susa or Sfax, 
being protected by a long reef of rocks, called the 
Cogniliri, which protects it from the easterly 
winds ; the position is strong, but very badly for- 
tified. Sfax* is also a town of considerable trade, 
and contains about six .thousand inhabitants. It 
has a communication with the cify of Cairouan, 
qlready mentioned, and as at the two above-named 
places, a commercial intercourse is carried on 
with Malta. I omitted to mention the town of 
Africa, which is half way between Sfax and Susa; 
and a place of considerable opulence : indeed, the 
whol^ of this coast is covered with towns and vil- 
lages, 'and presents to the traveller a scene of 
considerable animation* 

The Gulf of Cabes, or Syrtis Minor Of anti- 



* The bet^t soap is made here, and Pistachio nuts of a supe* 
lior quality are abandaut* 
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quity, appeam to be as little known to the navi- 
gators of this country and to ourselves, as that of 
Hamaioett. Commencing at Sfax, it forms a 
semicircle eighty miles in extent, having a number 
of towns, of which Cabes is the principal. This 
place contains at least thirty thousand souls, and 
the mountains in its vicinity are famous for the 
warlike and ferocious disposition of the inhabit- 
ants. It is said tbsit the Sheik of this province 

' can bring into the field twenty thousand cs^valry ;• 
horses being very numefou«, and of a superior 
quality. The commerce of Cabes with Cairouan 
and Tunis is very considerable. 

The island of Jerbi, which forms the eastern 
boundary of the Regency of Tunis, is only sepa- 
rated from the continent by a'narrow channel, not 
navigable. The inhabitants, amounting to more 
than thirty thousand, are considered as by far the 
most industrious and well disposed under his 
Highi^ess's government* The manufactures of 
shawls, linen, and woollen cloths, have prospered 
here uncommonly, and are generally esteemed as 
the best in all Barbary.- Its communication with 
the interior has also added much to 'As opulence, 
Jerbi has long been a bone of contention between 
Algiers and .Tunis ; the attack made by the 
squadron of the former state, in May last, would 
have most probably succeeded, had not the Tu- 

'nisian squadron come to its relief. The naval 
contest to which that rencontre gave rise, having 
ended in the total discomfiture of the latter, and 
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the death of their best admiral, the Bey, consistent 
with his usual policy, has now given orders to 
fortify the town^ which was before left in a rery 
defenceless state ; but, it is much doubted, whe- 
ther their works are likely to insure its future 
security. Large quantities of live stock are occa- 
sionally sent to Malta from this island, together 
with several other articles of commerce. The an- 
chorage of Jerbi is very good during the summer, 
but exposed in the winter months. 

I have now to notice a small group of islands 
Called the Querquini : they lay between Sfax and 
Monasteer, and are separated from the main land 
by a channel three miles wide, navigable for large 
merchant vessels. The reason for mentioning 
these islands, mor6 particularly than I should 
otherwise have done, arises from a hope that they 
may be, on some future day, rendered eminently 
useful to Sicily and Malta. There is a large bank 
extending from them to Lampadosa, which 
abounds in fish of every kind ; and this may at 
any time be converted into a most profitable and 
productive fishery^ The island of Lampadosa 
from its proximity to Malta, would be a very 
convenient rendezvous for the boats employed on 
this undertakingj and no diflSculty whatever will 
attend the obtaining necessary licenses from 
the Bey of Tunis. The monopbly, scarcity, and 
nunaeroiis frauds, to which the markets of Sicily 
and Maljta have long been exposed, are well 
known 80)arce9 df complaint^ and must sooner or 
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later render a recoursie to the above place a most 
desirable, and, perhaps, necessary measure. The 
utility of such an establishment scarcely requires 
an ai^ument : the population of your island, from 
many causes, is increasing daily ; and the large 
demands continually made by the army and navy, 
together with the immense influx of strangers, are 
subjects which require serious consideration : 
would it not, therefore, be wise and salutary to 
recommend, and even encourage, an undertaking, 
which, while it increased the public comfort, and 
gave a stimulus to industry, would most materially 
diminish the price of animal food ? The expense 
attending a fishery of this nature, cannot operate 
as an obstruction to its establishment, as the 
returns will be immediate and successive ; nor » 
can I entertain a doubt,, but that there are persons 
in Malta, who would most willingly advance the 
necessary sums.* As to Lampadosa, it possesses 
all the advantages requisite to make -it a safe and 
commodious rendezvous for the fishery : and on 
the Querquini, an asyluig could be insured in the 
event of bad weather. A more, minute descrip- 
tion of the above named island will be found in 
its proper place, f 



* Messrs. J. Hunter^ Landers, and some others, have already 
offered to advance money in this undertaking ; but want of 
encouragement from a higher authority, has prevented any 
xlecisive steps being taken.' 

t Vidi> account of Sicily. 
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In a former part of these letters I mentioned thc^ 
impossibility of forming a correct estimate df the 
population of the Regency, bat those who have 
indulged in any speculation as to the probable 
extent of population, usually estimate it at be* 
tween four an^ five millions : the impossibility of 
making an exact enumeration renders this a 
niatter of pure conjecture, for it may be much 
more, and perhaps even less ; the wandering dis- 
position of the Arabs, and secluded manner of 
living prescribed to other people, render it even 
difficult for Europeans to form a cori-ect opinion 
of what number of souls the different towns con- 
tain. As in Tripoly, the inhabitants of Tunis 
consist of Moors, . Turks, Arabs, and Jews: of 
these^the Moors and Arabs, fonn the great bulk 
of th^ nation, while the other two classes are^ 
comparatively trifling. It is important to observe 
that a settled hatred exists all over Barbary be- 
tween the Arab tribes, and Moors who govern ; 
in fact, their interests are in the greatest opposi- 
tion to each other,-^and.the former, considering 
themselves asthe natural proprietors of the soil, and 
stung by the many cruelties committed on them ^ 
would gladly embrace the cause of any foreigq 
power, which might be disposed to offer them a 
preponderance of which they are now deprived. 
These poor people, even in their present oppressed 
condition,, entertain a strong love pf liberty ; their 
hospitality. is proverbial, both to ^ach other and to 
Christians .of every description who go amongst 
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tbem. I .have also been frequently surprized to 
find that they^ake a striking distinction between 
the national character of the French and ourselves: 
esteeming the former as enemies, while, on the 
contrary, the name of an Englishman is always 
hailed with the utmost respect. The Arabs have 
no idea of superiority in any other European na- , 
tions. Their arms, dress, and other customs 
differ very little from those of Tri poly and Algiers. 

The animal and vegetable tribes, throughout . 
Africa, are but very insufficiently described by 
European naturalists ; and 1 have no doubt that 
considerable discoveries will yet be made here in 
these important branches of science. It is rather 
singular that we should be so generally unac- 
quainted with the horse of the desert : the at- 
tributes of this animal are noticed at length in 
Mr. Jackson*s Travels. The circumstances he 
relates, although so very extraordinary^ have been 
in part confirmed to myself, as I have, since the 
perusal of his remarks, made numerous inquiries 
upon the subject, and been informed that there is 
actually, in the country of Dates, a race of horses, 
whose swiftness and rapidity of travelling, nearly 
equal that which he describes. A man of the 
first rank in Tunis has assured me, that a journey 
performed in three days by one of the above ani* 
mals, was only gone through in eight by one of 
the common Tunisian breed. 

The camel is also endowed with 'Extraordinary 
qualities; its sagacity, strength, land capacity t>fab- 
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staining frorri water for so long a time* would, 
doubtless, make this animal a most useful acquisi- 
tion in many countries of Europe: when occasion- 
ally transported, it has been found to answer the 
- most useful purposes, particularly at Malta, where 
* there are several employed at the corn mills. 

The dromedary is very rarely seen at Tunis, 
nor. do 1 believe there are any great numi>er in 
the Regency^ being confined principally to the 
country' of Dates. This is, indeed, a most extra- 
ordinary animal, in point of swiftness, and said even 
to exceed the horse of the desert. Such is their 
amazing velocity, when directed by a good Ar&b 
rider, that the swiftest horse cannot keep pace 
with them for half an hour. Although the story 
of their continuing in a state of apparent insensibi- 
lity for several days after their birth, is not gene- 
rally credited in Europe, the singular fact has 
been mentioned to me repeatedly here. When that 
torpor lasts ten days, their value is- thereby en- 
hanced, and^they are called, A&shSiri, signilying 
ten. When travelling in the desert, the Arabs 
positively assert that an AAsh&ri will continue in 
/a hard trot for the space of twenty-four hours 
without requiring the smallest sustenance. 

The almost innumerable and splendid remains 
of antiquity scattered throughout the kingdom, 
sufficiently attest the immense papulation of this 
state while colonized by Rome. It, is universally: 

* Six weeks, and sometimes three months. 
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allowed, tha( hot more than one-fifth remains at 
the present day, and such are the laws and insti- 
tution of the government, that it is daily dimi- 
nhahing, • without the smallest probability of a 
favourable change. . 

The prejudices hitherto entertained by these 
people against the discovery or preservation of 
aAtiquegems and statues have subsided very much 
on the part of government ; indeed, the Bedouins 
having discovered that Europeans buy such things 
with avidity, never lose any opportunity of con- 
veying whatever they find, 'secretly to Tunis, 
for the purpose of making a bargain with some of 
the consuls ; in this way several very respectable 
collections of medals, gems, bronzes, and marbles, 
have already been formed here, besides many fine 
specimens sent to France, where things of that 
description are infinitely more appreciated than in 
any other part of the world. But the most im- 
portant discovery made in this country, was, a 
few years ago, aftiongst the ruins of Utica, where 
some labourers, in digging up a quantity of stones 
for completing theVorks of the Gofetta, found a 
number of beautiful statues, some mutilated, and 
others rn the highest state of preservation ; pf the 
latter 1 observed a remarkably fine colossal whole 
length of Tiberius, another of Augustus not quit^ 
«o ;well preserved, and the bodies of four female 
^gures, two of which are exquisite specimens pf 
Grecian sculpture. The Tiberius is a highly in- 
teresting statue,, both on account of its preserva* 
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tion and fine style of executioo. These reliques, 
strange as it may appear, have been in possession 
of the minister of the marine, Mohanimed Cbggia, 
for nearly three years, without any effprt being 
made to rescue them from such a place, until very 
lately, when Mr. Fagan, our consul general at 
Palermo, and a steady friend of the arts, has at-^ 
tempted to purchase them. Should another pro* 
position of that gentleman be acceded to, antiqua- 
rians will, at some future period, be gratified with 
many of the hidden treasures of Africa. This relates 
to the permission to excavate, which the Bey will 
grantsiftherequest is made by his Majesty's govern.- 
ment ; and such an object is certainly not unworthy 
theirattention: indeed many people, wellacquainted 
with this country, have often told me, that if due 
encouragement, was given to the. researches for an- 
tiquities in Africa, a collection equal to any in 
Europe might soon be. accunaulated, and the pre- 
judice of the Moors, of whatever^ description, be 
then almost vanquished by a seasonable bribe.* . 



* I took occasion to quote one or two passages from Mr. 
Bruce's Travels in the letter on Tripoly, I now take the liberty 
of transcribing another, explanatory of bis erratic labours in this 
part of Barbaiy* \ . 

** It is now time to mention how that space has been employed^ 
and whether my expectations have been answered by the antir 
quities I have found in my journey.' The principal are these: 
eight triumphal arches of the Corinthian order in great preser- 
vation, all highly oi-namentcr]. and of the very best ages, wiiose 
plans, parts, and decorati:/i; , \ have, by very laborious seardies 
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In a country teeming ^ith every blessing which 
Providence can bestow to prom6te the happiness 
of society, it is truly melancholy to reflect, that 
the caprice ^nd ignorance of a few continue to 
keep it in such a state of degradation, and, if ever 
the arm of conquest could be justified, or usefully 
exerted, it would surely be in the regeneration of 
such a people. 

The religion established throughout the Re- 
gericy is of course Mahometanism, but attended by 
that bigotry and irrational prejudice of which it is 
susceptible.* An unqualified hatred of Chris- 



and excavations, made myself entirely master of; add to these 
one large temple of the Composite order, in its best age, one 
part of ^hich is so perfectly preseiTcd, that it must be looked 
upon as an unexceptionable example of the manner in which 
the ancients disposed and proportioned the. constituent parts 
of that order; and two large aqueducts, the smallest of which 
exceeds, by forty-two feet in perpendicular height, the remains 
of the highest aqueduct in Rome. In these designs are included 
the ruins of the three principal- cities in Africa; namely, 
Jol, or Julia CsBsarea, the capital of Juba, Cirta and Carthage, the 
last of which I hope, will be found to make a better figure than 
it does in the account of some travellers, who would persuade us 
that there are no traces of that city remaining." ^ 

I trust this celebrated traveller's drawings will ere long be 
taken from the unmerited obscurity in which, they have remained,, 
and be given to the public, which cannot but be gratified at 
their inspection. 

* One of the most curious instances of superstition prevalent 
in Barbaiy, id the shutting the gates of all their towns, for the 
Apace of an hour at noon on every Sunday ; the only reason \ 
hkVH been enabled to learn fdr this singular prstctice is, that a 
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.tians, notwithstanding the tolerance noticed, ^ 
eontempt for »the arts and sciences, togeither with 
an apparent determination to reject future advance- 
ment towards civilization, are the principles 
inculcated by this destructive profession of faith 

The aversion of these people towards Europeans 
is indeed carried to a most ridiculous pitch of 
affectation, particularly in the studigus. way they 
endeavour to avoid any of our habits, manners, or 
customs. Although this subject may hsTyc 
already been noticed, perhaps a short. sketch. of 
Ibese/ singularities will not be unacceptable in 
this place. Mahometans sit, eat, and sleep on the 
ground : glasses, plates, knives, forks, spopns, and 
all the other apparatus of an Eujopean table ar^ 
unknown- amongst them; they eat with their 
fingers^ and never have more than one dish set 
before them at a time : water and coffee ought, 
according to the prescribed rule, to be their only be- 
i^erage ; the latter is drank almost in a boiling state 
very strqng and without sugar ; they write from 
right to left, and mount their horses on the right; 
and jtheir bridles, saddle^, spurs, and method pf 
'sitting on horseback, are altogether different from ~ 

celebrated MftlMMffe^aisaiiit is knomi to have once; propliesiied 
t6at the coimlry would be coopered at <be above hour, and 
on the sabbath day: it was a^ded,that the conquerors would be 
clothed in red, from which we may conclude that we are destined 
-to become the future masters of Africa, while others are of a 
different opinion,* and firmly believe that the French were meant 
by the Prophet. 
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ours. Their mode of dress, partiality to long beards, 
shaving the head and keieping it always covered, 
are well known ; and their brutal caprice with regard 
to the women is still more singular, without enu- 
merating the style of architecture, furniture, and 
Various other circumstances in which they differ 
go widely from Christians. Deprived of theatres, 
balls, ^ and private parties, their chief occupa 
tions are those of eating, smoaking, and sleeping: 
they never walk except from necessity, probably, 
because, like usj they are obliged to do so on their 
feet. It will doubtless be»a long time and attended 
with some difficulty before so large a portion 
of the species'are induced to adopt more rational 
customs; but it would be melancholy indeed 
to relinquish th« hope, that civilization will 
at some future period of the world, reach this 
country ^Iso, and triumph over ignorance and 
barbarism. 

With respect to the government, it is d<3spotism, 
of the worst sott, and in the hands, g<^nerally, of 
persons who make the most improper uses of 
thei/ power ; consequently, we. need not be sur- 
prized if patriotism andregard for the country should 
.be totally extinguished. Indeed, the only ties 
which bind the subject here, are those which natu-^ 
rally attach him to his fiimily aad frii^iids* 

In drawing the general character of his High- 
nesses subjects, little remains to be said. The 
religious, civil, and political institution^ of his 

VOL. II. Q 
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country, Oppress the Tunisiarl^s mind, and influence 
his geifersii conduct so powerfully, that h« ca'n 
only be considered, as a slave, subject to the will 
of many tyrannical idasters. If a change, calculated 
to enlighten ^nd give the blessings of liberty to 
thenfi should ever take place, we shall then, 
doubtless, have occasion to admire the physical ~ 
and moral attributes of these people as^ much as 
those of other countries where these advantages 
lire enjoyed. An abstemious mode of living, and 
the enjoyment of the finest climate on earth, 
iiave endowed the natives with an athletic and 
liardy constitution ; they live to a great age, and 
the bodily 'evils tinder which they now suffer, arise 
most frequently froxn habitual indolence and 
iiiiproper treatment of diseases. The latter science 
is, perhaps less known in Barbary than any other 
part of the world; a hot iron, as at Tripoly, applied 
to different parts of the body, is considered as the 
•sovereign remedy in every indisposition ; of ana- 
tomy, as a science, they are totally ignorant^ 

It would be kh injustice were I to pass over, in 
*slfence, that se^ which, in evefy country ibrmJi the 
delight and happiness of society ; for nothing c^n 
*iSe more truly deplorable or likely to excite th^ 
sympathy of an European, than the unhappy state * 
of servitude to which the wonien are reduced 
here, excluded from social intercourse with the 
world, ttnd their nearest relatives, never permitted 
to appeaf in public^ and continually subject to tfie 
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inrutal j«alo£»9y; of^ a ciiqplrii?ioua husbftn^* Thote 
are but a few of the miseries wbicb^ atteQfi Jhe Ji|& 
o£ti)§se unfortunate victifns,. ; - 

,. ; I have every reasc^x to believe that they are not 
4e6cieBt either in personal charms, or in a nio^t 
pleasing simplicity of maniler,. which all the ttarq*- 
mei&of their education havenot eradicated: it i$ also 
well ascertained , that their dislike towards Cbri^-* 
lians is by no means so rooted as n^ight i:^aturaUy 
foe expected from the precepts and exapiple eng^- 
dered by education. 

In fact, women are in this country considered ' 
merely as bfeings necessary for the gratification of 
seasual appetite; at all other times they are treated 
with marked contempt and neglect. A young 
Turkish merchant, established here, was some time ' 
ago married to a Georgian slave .of exquisite 
beauty, who shortly after became dangerously, ill : 
a Christian slave residing in the . house, having a 
flight knowledge of medicine, represented to the 
husband that, in order to save her life, it would be 
absolutely necessary to bleed ht?r, and »pply other 
.temedies; this made no impression whatever on the 
obdurate Mussulman; on the contrary, be ex- / 
claimed, if so, let the wretch die ! Si cosi e lasit la 
crepqre : this was communicated by the slave him- 
,tself now in Tunis. One may easily conceive the 
feelings of thos« Moorish ladies who posj^ess any 
• degree of sense, doomed to live m a seraglio, and 
Jjfced .to share their owner's favor$ with two or 
three legitimate rivals, an indefinite nun^ber of 

o 5 
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wkil^e sad black fi^laven, besides very friequen'tljr 
three or foiir miniQRd* 

y i feel bappy ia haviiig this opportunity of ob- 
serving.^, that wherever my profession hasi hitherto 
led me, I have found, amongst the most degenerati^ 
nations, a superiority of character and justness of 
thinking, in the women, which have excited my 
surprize.and admiration. 

. Spain^ Italy^ and many states about the Medi- 
jterranean, affprd striking examples of this fact. 



LETTER VIH. 

Let barliardiu nations, whose inlianian love 
Is wild desire, fierce as the suns they feel ; 
Let Eastern tyrants, from the light of Heaven 
Seclude their bosom slaves. Meanly possessed 
Of a mere lifeless, violated form 

' ■■ in eternal care 

Well merited, consume their nights and days.** — ^TnoMSom 



Military ^ndjfaval Force — Commerce with France 
and French Inftueme^-^Jeme-^Piracies 4m the 
Mediterranean Sta4ei*-^Briiish Policy reject- 
in^ them^-^Mdhofhetan Prejudices — State of 
Slavery at Tunis, particularly of the Fair Sex"^ 
Interesting Anecdote on thatSubject-^European 
SeUlers^ mt Tuni^^^Further ^m^trl^^ 4f^\4f^-^p. 

Tunis, 1811. 
TuRiriNG ftom the subject in my last letter, 

upon 'wbi^h Qothing very .agreeable can be s^l^d^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Althoiifh I shall have to give it further ndtieig; I 
shall devote a few lines in this oii^ to th^ r^ltal 
o( his Highness's naval aad milkary |Wwef . ' HI» 
Itquadron* is at present composed of nine x^hecks^ 
equal t9 our sloops of war; the^ vessels, without 
being coppered, and most miserably equipped, 
will probably fall a prey to the Algerines on their 
next meeting ; a few rotten galleys, and about 
fifteen old gun boats are scarcely worth mention- 
ing; when I add to the above sketch, thut his 
Highness is absolutely without seahien, an admiral 
or commanders, no very respectable idea can be 
ibrmed of his naval prowess.* 

• 
* Too much cai^DOt be said ob the importance of preyentiag 
1^6 poweis of Barbary from attaining that degree of nayal snpe« 
riority, which might render them more injurioas thai^ they 
already are, to the commercial interests of civilized countries* 
The Algerines, by f^r the most overbearing and ferocious of these 
barbarians, give daily proofs of their contempt of treatijes, and 
determination to insult the British nation : this ooald not be inors 
fully exemplified than in a late instance. 

His Majesty's brig Haughty, commanded by f .ieut. Hervqr, in 
coming out 6f Tunis with a convoy of merchanl vesselift. chiefly 
laden with grain for the supply of our garriisons inlij^ta and 
Sicily, met with their s^fuidroi^ofl'Cape Bon, and ^as b^^ught 
to by the eoramodore, who said he was blockading the port, and 
could not let the English vessels pass without their being care- 
fully examined, although, by a previous arrangement, it was 
Wil^d,'that/all of our convoys should have jRr^ ittgress and egress 
^t tb^ above place. On mailing the necessary inquiries, the Alg»» 
^rijue ^und that some of the vessels were not manned wit|^£iif* 
\l;sh subjects, though they had regular papers and the 5ag, he 
* therefore insisted oti detaining them ;' ^is was Wamiily oppo*«ed 
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Ift €afees trf^^tofei^eftcy, (¥6 rta thirty to forty thou- 
siiSid infantry have been collected together under 
his Hi^hneS^^S bfinnefs; and the cavalry have 
sbmetimes laiJiounted to about" fifteen thousand. ■ 
The abov<5 h certainly but a very tfrfling propor-^ 
tion, ^hen the population of the Regency is con- • 
ftidel'ed; but here, as every where eke, w6ai w 
^be use of numbers if they are not animated by the 
iSimor patri€B^ ind an attachnaent to the govern* 
nient ? This has been more than once fully ex- 
eif¥pSifi&d in this country. The Bey, during one 
of bis late <?ampaigns, marched a large force to- 
warofe Algiers, and while daily anticipating ah 
iM^count of some ^reat vi^ory over his riral, a 
icoUrier arrived with the unexpected intelligence 
•^t tlie Ytilfiisiap Gommander-in-chief had de- 



l>jt^ British coinaiaBder, nfhb went on board and retnonstrated 
ndth the Turks on ^Ihe impropriety of their intentions ; upon which 
^fie Wfis%nocked down, and after beina^ most violently beaten, 
fULved his life with the utmost ditfcnlty by taking to his bdat, 
«nd, ion geiting on bbard his Vessel, was glad to bear away for 
QltHa, to ovrndthre further consequences^ of remaining amongst ; 
'016 Algerines, 

'^ow this gross afiront to His Britannic Majesty has been ex^ 
"piated^ 1 know not ; and ain eqnally ignorant of the steps taken 
on the occasion by cmr present Cominander^in^chief ; ^bnt if U 
k^ been possible to h^terecaHed tbe^hadesof Blake or Nelsons' 
I imi salis^ %liit the reSidt woi^ have been. Should *tfae 
'Qfiti4i ministry ever resdve 09 annihilating the naval power of 
ailgiers, guided »as it has eyer been by no principle of civil Or 
j^plitical right, a nuinber of yery respectably frigates^ may .be ^Adei 
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camped during the night, takJDg.with bifji f ^;!;^t 
p^lt of the ^rmy, W put himself upder t^ prg- / 
tectiou of the Dey of Algiersi. Ii^ fi^ctj it may be 
said of his Highness the Bey of Tunis, that he h^s 
ships without seamen, ap^ an army without disci* 
pline, or a chief to command it. The merchant . 
vf^sels may be limited to thirty, from one to three 
hundred tons. The coasting ti;ade is all carried on 
by s^all vessels called sandals, which niaver ex-., 
cecd forty tons burden. 

A very lucrative and extensive commerce h^^^ 
during th^ present war, been ^tablished hetweei} 
this Regency and France. In return for the sta- 
ple cpmmodities of the country, the latter ha?^ 
exported immense quantities of the following, artir 
clep, viz. silks of every quality and colour, cloths^ , 
velvets, lace and threads, watches and jewellery 
of ^11 kinds, sword blades, linens, cambrics, an^- 
a variety of other things. The above imports from 
France have invariably, after every expense wa^ 
paid, yielded a profit of sixty per cent, on the ori-' 
ginal cosf. The yigilanoe of pur cruizers has 
harassed this commerce in a considerable degree, . 
and many other pauses of a different nature have 
now reduced it very low. * Amongst these, 1 con- 
sider <)ne to arise from the Bey^s having aj length 
discovered that a A^endly or jpommercial intei;* 
course with Buonaparte can be productive of little 
more than ruin and disappointment. The mer- 
cantile interest of England, but more particularly 
,of Malta, have a right to congratulate theipselves 
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xtptm this change; and the effects which may bfe 
expected have already begaTi to operate, by an et* 
tension of trad^ with the latter place. It will, 
doubtless, be property encouraged by the Governtw 
of your island; without which, people will- ndt 
. embark in it. 

The influence of oqr enemies, artd their scan- 
dalous intrigues throoghouf this Regency, h^w 
loag been subjects of just reprehension to those 
who have witnessed and expierienced their 
bad effects. French emissaries, well acquainted 
with the weaknesses and vices of his iligbness, 
Idgetber with the pliancy and ^ignorance of tHose 
who surround him, have, by a system of espionage 
and bribery > commanded all the resources and ad- 
vantages to be derived from the Regency. The 
breaches of neutrality committed by enemy^s ves^ 
sels on the coa^t of Tunis ; their having, in many 
instances, been permitted to equip and arm in its 
ports ; together with the privilegie of condenwiing, 
and then selling, British vessels, are violations^ 
which demand strict inquiry, and deserve punish-^ 
ment. * 

Admiral Blake convinced these people of what 
a British naval forcp can perform^ when properly 
conducted. Reappeared off the port of Farina; 
and while his ships battered the town, boats 
manned atid armed destroyed every vessel in the 
harbour, From thence he went to Tripoly, wlvere 
t;he terror of his name obtained the most ifayorable 
(:oncessi(>D» ; ^jid the gallant ackniral retwaing tQ. 
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Tu nis,' proposed : .Ws ?e\t0 1 t^not^ whiiih iwere 
speedilj^ accecled to* • :i 

. The aiders andabettom of.'Fceiiefa influenoe de- 
serve to l>e notited. The first of :4fae9e is :tfae 
present prime minister (oe * Zapatapa, UteraHy, 
privy seal). Being the principal merchant rn the 
kingdom, ^ it was natural enough that rfae should 
attach himself to the age&ts ^nd Mew9 of that, 
nutiou ; and bi$ coadjutor has been Mr ^Mariano 
Stinea,* the Bey's favorite sl&me. The.histopy^of 

■ • ■ . ■' ■ ' ) — r—. ^ — ^— — -1 ■ •• ■ -, ' - ' 

; * The Z^patapa, and |[ariaii» his pni^ate aeeretary^ Uie ij^vikfn a 
Georgian, ^Dd the latter ai^eapolitan slave, have^ fpr ra^n^ 7^l^» 
enjoyed an equal share in the Bey ^s cpnfideQce, anclrare his prin- 
cipal favorites ; they are, consequently, the two first men in 
power and riches at Tunis. Althoufi^h possessing equal itifhi*- 
' ence in the state, tbesee twd. persons are declai*ed enemies; 'which 
they are encoaipa^d to o^ntinoehy th«. Bay. T^eir foiCunes 
are immense, apd by shs^ngit k propos with his Highness, and 
repeating daily thai the whole is at his disposals they have con- 
trived, notwithstanding the series of cruelties ahd oppressiona 
idrich'hav* nf^arked their progress to wealth, to secure not doly 
fai^ IbrgiTeness, butsoppcnrt. Hie principal' trade or Tiims> is 
inoaopdieedhy. thos^ vultures, wh«5e autho^A^^^ is. never to* be 
disputed. One instaipce which occurred here lately, ms^ .serve 
to give some idea of their iniquitous proceedings. 

It is an established austom, thai whenever a prize is sold by 

audtion, government tak\es a preference on the hist bidder, these 

''are p'revidusly informed \of the price they are. to offer, and none 

• can dare lo ^exceed the sAtm pcesorib^^ When (ha Oceaa» an 

^English, ship, illegally ctOtAdenuLed aii4 S<>1<1 b^ a few months 

ago, and worth £80,000 ^terliug;, ^ivas put up, the Zf^j^tapa 

' bought both hull and cargo^ they being knocked dawn to him at 

bis Owft price, £13,500.! l|ut his Excellency never paid more 

^ 0H^lwk»ItbEi|rdfi:oflhii(^iili»)^^4M^ajpto^ <Wheii in possession 
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these im^ perisons ts the^Mfageet of universal esie« 
cpatidiT in Tttni«; and tbeii' co-operation in a^ys** 
tern of oppressie^, monQpoly^ and low inlngue, 
eonda<^)ed for many years, is top well Jcnown to 
require any iUustration of mine. Many others 
might be added to the list; but you need not i>e 
surprized if those who occupy the ficst stations in 
the government are imitated by many persons, of 
respectability and property. In dismissing the 
matters which are more immediately connected 
with commerce, lought, perh/aps, to say a few 
words rektive to the cctomujnity of Jews who 
reside in the Regency^ It is said; that their num- 
bers exceed one hundred thousand ; they have, as 
4ifual, taken possession of ail the avenues which 
lead to opulence; and in jthe punsuit of riches, 
no man oti earth shews a spirit of miore perseveriiig 
induistry than a Barbary Jew : they are, how- 
ever, extremely useful to his Highness, as they 
- ooeasionally serve him as the objects of profit and 

— jy^^ .,.. , .. : , U^ — . . . ' ■.■■ . 4**-r -^ -^ — ^ ■ 

«f kis bargaia, a diffim^y arose as to the maimer of dt${»08iii^ •f 
it ;. for as the cargo 4;oD&istod of saperi]|ie dotbs, Manc^ster 
goods, &c. it could not be sent to France; in Malta, its uiyiiat 
4;ondemnation w«iild have excited litig8»tion ; an expedient was, 
liowever, soon inve^te^f, Which, althou^^h not the most equitable, 
«B»wer«d the ministeT's purpose. Ordiering a list of all ^e shop- 
keepers in Tunis to be Immg^t to hi?A, with an aiocoantx>f their 
supposed property, he cystiibutcd to* eac)i a certain proportion of 
^he goods, filing, as usual, his o'irn price, and only granting 
them the singular indulgence of ^|?wo and four months credit ! 
It would be difficult, under such jt^ commercial system, ^ any 
person to succeed in this Regenc^L • • ' ' ' 
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of pei^eeutioa. I am totally uuaoiii^inlii^.wkb , 
their wcialvirl*fe«;> aod ocily kiiow, that the at* 
t^dif^&nts forined by this p«r«ecuteci raee in Bar- 
b»y« generally originate in views of mlf iMeptet, 
aiRl pecuniary gain ; in apolitical point of view^ 
It TTouW therefone be unsafe, ff not highly 4An^ • 
gerons * to place any confidience m them. - . 

Having gpne thus far, I have now to solicit youf 
attention to a subject which has long appeased tQ 
mie, .as being of the first importance. I ;ana ibe 
moi« anxious to give it t\m publicity^ as 1 trust 
and hope the renaedy for so ga?eW an evil will iirltiv 
mately leaianat^ from tbe British governin^Qti 
Y?<m arc doubtless well acquainted with tie ainaosi 
uE^inteiTupted system of warfare, which so long 
exiateri .betw^0n the powers of Barbary aod th? 
smaller atates of Italy. We owe the origin and : 
i^ontinuation of tbis degrading species of host^ility 
to the Crusades. The faxiaticism and mistek^^ 
zeal wbich prompted these disastrous expeditions^ 
liave^ng^en exploded by men of sense/ and 
edbcitedtjdeaeryed sentiments mf pity and disappra^ 
bation lamoflgst the learned: however, iiie HI 
other religious prejudices, they have left a deep 
rooted impression ,upon a vulgar and uneducated 
ipopukc^ throughout Ns^ples^ Sicily, and&irdinia. 
This ^has, but itoo .ctften, «Kt^ded ito the higheip. 
ranks ofiaociety , v^tho have :ntever considered the 

* The ilew. broker, attached to the respectiv.e oon^uls^ ^in al| 
#eM^|)itf% in iwMiiably.a iif yitp.»iijr>oibigr.w^o iqll]jfl^ Win, 
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dreadful consequences which attend th6 thousands^ 
of unfortunate beings who have fallen a sacrifice 
io th^ir enemies. Viewed politically, this subject 
is of infinite i^nportance, and in the present state 
of Europe, I presume no person will deny, thai a 
reconciliation and bond of union, firmly established 
amongst all the powers in the Mediterranean 
allied to England, woiild not only very consider- 
ably add to her |)ower, but diminish that of the 
enemy ; on the other hand, can we consider foi^ a 
inoitient, that a. system of warfare, conducted 
without any regard to the laws of nations or rules 
of civilized society,' that has principally for its 
object the slavery and persecutions of christians, 
Tg any thing but a type of the policy which was 
practised in the days of religious enthusiasm, when 
^he true interests of states were unknown to thosfe 
who governed them? It has, therefore, latterly 
become a sourte Of general' astonishment, that 
no measures have been taken to reconcile 4he 
interests of these powers : ""they are* already 
so exhausted, either by the corruptions of the 
governinents, or suspension of national industry, 
that it is with the utmost difficulty they sustain 
a name among the nations of Europe; yet, by 
an unheard of fatality, and misapplication of 
their resources', they attempt to conduct ail Otfeii- 
sive, war' against the very neighbours, whose 
fi*iendship nature has told them to cultivate. A 
line of policy, so truly ridiculous, or so calculated 
to exemi)Ufy the weakness of human nature,^ it 
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^ould be difficult to imagine. Many facts which 
^ave lately come under my own obftervation, con.- 
vinced me that some of the powers alluded tobave 
recognized the errors of the past, and only wait 
for the mediation of Great Britain. Should it be 
consistent with the policy of ministers, that will, 
I trust, ere long be effectually interposed. 

Amidst a variety of considerations which deeply 
interest the happiness of these powers, on,e cir^ 
cgmstance is paramount to all others, and mo9t. 
powerfully claims the exertions of a Briton, while 
it excites his sympathy and commiseration: I 
allude to the unhappy condition to which the 
slaves, who are at present in the respective regen- 
cies, hiive long been reduced. It would indeed 
require a pen, far more energetic than mine, to 
paint the horrors of their situation, or the extent 
of their sufferings ; but in recapitulatiiig a few &ct$, 
you will be enabled to form a faint idea of them. 
The number at this moment in Algiers, Tunis, 
^nd Tripoly, exceeds one thousand, amongst these, 
a fourth are females. 

The Mahometan, from religion, education, and 
precepts, is taught to detest the name of a Chris- 
tian; what, therefore, must be the melancholy fat^ 
of those of our fellow-creatures, who for ever 
become the personal property of such people, but 
that their life is a coqtinue^ scene of the most 
poignant sorrow and misery ? The eloquence of a 
British senate has often b^en successfully exerted 
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io tha eause of suffering humanity, and it js^J 
bope^ reserved for the libt^rality and benevolence 
of a British administration, for ever to put an end 
to a system which militates so much against the 
ioitereste, duty, and happiness of mankind. 

As a specimen of the treatment to which the 
nnfortunatef^ slaves now at this town are subject, 

^ I shall select sixty men who are employed in ttle 
immediate service of his Highness, upon son^^ 
public works near the city: during summer and 
wiiiter they rise, at day-break, and work till dark ; 
their daily allowance consists of the following — 
two small rolls of literally black bread, and sis^ 
grains of copper (equal to a penny, English), the. 
latter tp find them in clothes throughout th^^e year ; 
a monthly ration ^of wheat and oil is added to the 
above ; of the former about two^ gallons, and three 

• pint* of the latter; 4o that it will not be difficult 
to-coBceive, from this statement, that these em- 
blems of distress are generally half- naked. Two 
keepens, armed with bludgeons, are their coitistant 

-attendants, and I assert it as a positive fact, tl^at th6 
most severe corporal punishment is continually 
ordered to be inflicted, without discrimination, q» 
the commission of any crim^ to m^rit it. The bairtir 
oado, a punishment well known in these cou^Btries^ 
caH seldom be avoided by any of the Bey's (or his 
minister's) slaves for more than a week ; and froBi 
the numerous testimonies which I .hav§ receiveclf 
I have now concludedj thatt the cruelty practised 
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towards christians, is considered by the Modps m 
a religious duty.* Such being tfce male captive** 

'■ ' ■ ' •• ■ • ■ • ■ a . <.M ., < • . ; il 

♦ It was only very lately, arid by mere accideat, thkt I uJideri 
st€k>d there are in London two separate funds ; one under the 
direction of Ironmongers' Hall, and the other in the Recoi^er's 
hands, for the redemption of British subjects taken in slavery. 
If we may ju(Jge from the few natives of England, who have 
experienced tliat melancholy fate, during the last fifty yeara, it 
is natural to suppose that the capital in the possession of the 
«bove, must have, ere this, been corasideiubly increased : if sa, 
and they Were disposed to extend their benevolence, there are ati 
infinity of occasicms upon which f part of these pious fiinds 
wight be usefully and benevolently appropriated *to the' relief of 
suffering humanity, v 

It frequently happens at all the ports in Barbary, particularly 
during wartime, that British vessels are taken by the enemy > and, 
together with their crews, brought into the ports of Tunis or 
Algiers, where the latter are consigned to the^ consul 
to be sent home ; this generally takes place sAev they have been 
plandered of all their 'wearing apparel, and many reduced to 
sickness from the severity of their usage, 8cc. : others ship- 
wrecked on the coast, are not always made slaves of; isiieed, this 
fiflirer happens, except when the inhabitants are not reduced to 
submission by the Beys ; in the former case they find their way 
to the first consolate, where it invariably happens, that the 
means allowed by government, only 9 J. per day for each man^s 
subsistencie, are entirely 'inadequate to the supply of their ^aiits 
or restoration to health. On such occasions, for they ^are very 
frequent,! would propose with the utmost submission^ ^hat tbe 
Ironmongers' Company and Recorder shall allow a daily stipend ta 
these objects of well merited charity, in doing which, they will 
ciften have the satisfaction to reflect, that if the objects of their 
l^nevolehce are not rescued from slavery, they will be in many^ 
i^imfaiic^ Snatched from an evil nearly as bad, that of death ; 
so often the consequence of want and unattended disease in . 
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sitqa^oiii let.,us turn to the fate of thqt s^x whicji 
has ajstill more powerful ciaim upon our synapath^ 
and feelings. Those at Tunis, are supposed to l>e 
about.two hundred; and no language can certainly 
(squal a description of the melancholy and beaif- 
rending situation to which they are reduced: I 
am convince^ that a recital of the facts I am ac- 
quainted with, would be too much for the ft^elin^s 
, ofan English reader: justice, however, demands, 
that this subject should be amply elucidated, and 
if any thing can serve to illustrate the character 
iand inexorable qualities, so conspicuous in the 

these countries. The only instance that lately occurred of an^ of 
oar countrymen havings been relieved from bondage in this part^ 
of Africa, was in a territory of Algiers, called Gigiri, the inhabit- 
ants of which continue in a state of the utmost ignorance aiMl 
barbarity and entirely uncontrouled by the Dey. Aa l^glish 
▼easel happened to be wrecked in this quarter, in 1807, and jtbe 
crew, consisting of sixteen persons, were immediately carried up 
the country, where they were sold to different masters, and de- 
Toted to the roost severe labour ; nor was it id their poWe^ 
to communicate with our . consul-general at Algiers, for several 
snontbs : when that took place, Mr. Blankley, with the zeal apd 
humanity for which he is so eminently distinguished, instantly 
applied for their liberation, and obtained it for a very trifling 
consideration, which he first paid out' of his own pocket, aud 
then applied to the funds in England: to the Recorder bis 
application was in vain, but the Ironmongers' Company^ with a 
■liberality only known to British corporate bodies, paidimiD^diate 
jBttention to the Consul's demand, and in a letter, every line of 
which breathed sentiments of humanity, thanked hia for kis 
wnduct, and proffered future aid whenever it should be tendered 
necessary. 
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Tunisiah, it is in their persecutions and dfofeltiM 
towards a sex \thich one would be inclined to 
think likely to excite some small degree of pity* 

It has ever been the practice, on the amvai of 
any female slaves in the Regency of Tunis, tfeat 
they should first be subject to a minute examina-* 
tion by the Bey, who has Ae privilege of appm- 
priating any, which merit his Highnesses appro- 
bation, to the seraglio. When this choice take* 
place, their fate becomes truly deplorable ; if not 
endowed with the most prepossessiilig qualfties^ 
they are subjected to every species of opptessioa 
and severity from the Moorish women ; and a 3e- 
teroiination to force a change of religion is amongst 
Xh^ least of the cruelties attendant on their situa- 
vtiofl. 

' Amidst innumerable fa^ts which 1 shoirid-Wush 
to repeat, it is ilecefssary thai on6f,whifrh has lately 
occurred, should be communicated to' govef h- 
Bient,--^A young woman,. who bad attracted the 
trt^eof his Highness, was. conveyed tO'tiie pa-* 
lacie; and having, with a virtuous determination, 
resisted every attempt rfiade oft her faith, as also 
other acts of violence, she excited the Bey*s dJs- 
pleasunej and the manner of gratify ing bis revenge 
wa« asibllow8!-^7the unhappy victiiQ was seized, 
aShtf secureid with cords to a pillar, retnaining in 
that sltuatfon for three days, during which time 
every eifort was used^ on the part of her malignant 
persecutors, to accomplish their object : h6r virtue ' 
triumphed, and she was at length dismissed, hav«- 
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iog^ ID the above short period, receiired ooe tfaou- 
Sfiid bastinadoes ! — Such were the Ibrtittide and^ 
religious resignation which aoimated this unfor-. 
tttuate girl, that she did not complain, nor even 
make the circumstance known to a near relative^^ 
who IS also in slavery. 

The circumstance was communicated to me by 
an old Sicilian slavevwho has been many years in 
captivity ; and it would be difficult to des<^be 
his feelings, while relating to me this most exe* 
cidbie deed. The poor old man, in concluding^ 
bwst into tears; and, failing upon his knees* 
odled upon God and the British nation to mitigate 
tiie wretched situation of his suffering country* 
men. 

The above may be considered as an exact 
picture of the horrors to which female slavery is 
expcMsed throughout the regencies of Tunis and 
Algiers.^ 

A Moor, named Hajunis, lately spoliated of 
nearly all his property by the Bey, had a whole 
family^ natives of Panta}aria> in his service^ havii^ 
originally bought them at a very high price. They 
were not taken away from him in the general 
wreck of his fortunes: this family has been thir- 
teen years at Tunis ; and, when first taken from 
their native home, consisted of the feth^r, m^ther» 
and five children, two males and three females; 
a boy and a girl have died since their captivity. 

* I I '' ' I ■ ^ I . I ■ I I ' " iiI W i* " ■ " I > 

* Ax Tripoly there are fko fensle tslaires. 
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The father has olbeii afssuTed m<e that the death 4:>f 
his eon was occasioned by the ex^bes^ir^ '- cruelty 
he experienced for many causes, but more {>arti- 
^u^larly for his refusal of embracing Mahometanism; 
Thi^ was so insisted on by bis master, that it was , 
only left for, him to choose between death a<nd 
apostacy: the youth vtrtuottsly preferred the former, 
and has added one more to the many who have^" > 
in this country, fallen a sacrificfe to persecution; 
The disconsolate parents <;ontinue, with the re- 
mainder of the family, to suffer all thfe horrors of 
their situation. They have two daughters, be^^ 
tween eighteen and twenty-one years of age. The 
appearance and amiable aimplicity of these vic*^ 
tims of misfortune is extremely interesting; the 
youngest, fk)m her personal beauty, has been des- 
tined to go through the various trials of misery 
peculiar to the rest of her sex in Tunis ; she has, for 
the last six years, in opposition to continued corpo- 
ral punishtnejot, chains, and imprisonment v support- 
ed the dignity of Christianity in an extraordinary 
d^ee, shewing to her fellow-sufferers a greatness 
of soul, as admirable in itself as it is honourable to 
her own character. 

The following adventure actually occurred here; 
and I give it in the words of the hero himself who 
performed the action, so worthy of an English- 
man. With the friends of humanity, it is*[n»e- 
^fit^ssary to make any excuse for an aet whkh was, 
according to the benevolent custom of people here, 
construed into one of delinquency, because the 

p2 
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treaty was saiel to be infringed upon. It would b6 
Well for the itftereste of nations, if treaties werq 
^eV6r violated, or engagements broken, except to 
terve the caiise of suffering hutnariity !— If yoo 
derive any pleasure fronoi the perusal 6f this fact,' 
It must be height^tied when, I add, that thie persoii 
who rescued poor Lorenza is the oflScer who had 
distinguished hiiJiself in the revolution jiist before, 
find is already mentioned. His narrative is simply 
as firtlow* T^-^*^ This luckless girl, whose name is 
Loremra; Lena, had been a slave for something 
leQgen than seven years ; ^nd during that time was* 
bought and sold by different persons, until at 
I^Ofth she became the property of her late pro- 
jifietor, Sidi Mahdmet Bencid, a monster of ther 
lioit reined ^cruelty, and a perfect demon in the 
diikbolkal and : nefarious indulgence of a w^IIt 
ht^im Moori^ appetite. A short ti ttie ago^ this 
^Oftby subject thought proper to inflict a ptinish- 
iBent ^ this very girl, of the moderate number of*^^ 
€>ael3)ousand bastinadoes ! — and for three months' 
shejwas ob^ed to endure all the pains of hunger and 
tbmt; being limited' to the daily allowance of V 
faaiidful of <corn, some roots, and about two gills 
of water. Still her mind was superior to torments 
s4ifiMt. indescribable^ ahe survive^' her ini^ry, 
and' the Msei vious beast was foiled in hi? purpose. 
This, Sir^ may serve as a kind of key to the other' 
parts of ' her tiEiisery ; but you yourself know tob 
M^l the indescrHMd)le wretehedn^ of female sla- 
very* Howaver^ in the course of convtomtion,^ 
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she told ine h^ detenniqatiojai to pvit, ?P-^d, ^ 
her existence sooQer, tbaD return to jtlie vUlain't 
habitation, I endeavoured to dis^uad^ her froift 
It rejsolutlon so sanguinary; bi^t as 1 wished to. 
speak, my tpngue ws^ silent. I demanded in wba^ 
manner sh^ had obtained permission to go ahrof^; 
she told me, that for a year she had i^olicited the 
favour, and at length the brute consented, with a 
growling observation, that he wished slie wa4il4 
contrive the ip^sins of raising a very fnoderat^ i^-^ 
som, and take herself away fi-om his ^rvioe, as^^f^ 
did not wish to keep such as h^r# . - 

^^ I was conjured, as a British officer, tp Ussist: 
a suffering woman : my feelings were roujced; myt 
countrjr's pride took the alarm ; and that iBoment: 
I *vowe4 to rescue her, or shed my l^t droitpifiit 
blood in the attempt. No time . was to tfie IqaA^^ 
night approached, and at iseven the gates of: it».^ 
city would inevitably be shut; accordingly; n^.: 
ng^easures weye instantly taken; I censulted with, 
our surgeon, Mr. Gallogby, who gallantly declared 
his readiness to assist me; in sliort, five miptites 
-n^ore saw Lorenza Lena compkt;ely equipped as ' 
an English midshipman ; with her arm under 
mine, we passed over the topa of the bouses ; and, 
after overcoining spme unavoidabli^ ob$tacl^s». miief« . 
ceeded in getting in through a, window at the 
Spfoish concurs, wheie, immediately desodnditig . 
the stairs, we pr^oceeded to the $tr^t^ and walk^ 
quickly on to the Locanda lmper}file« wbere ourv 
horses were already saddled, and waiting my ar- 
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rival ; we mounted instantly, and took the bacfc'^ 
.gate, going at a;n easy pace, in order to avoid 
observation. Night fell as I arrived at the last 
barrier; and thus the difficulty I dreaded presented 
itselif: hesitsition would be ruinous ; so, riding up • 
in an authoritative manner, I shewed thaoffiieer a' 
tiscara, or the royal firman, which his Highnes* 
the Bey had presented me with, in order to export 
two horses : this expedient, aided by the sight of 
all-powerful gold, succeeded, and we got to the 
Jiigh road, 

*' Yoii may recollect that the distance from 
Tunis to the Gojetta, or port, is twelve miles, Smd 
that sieveral patroles of Arabs and Levantines are 
constantly guarding the country; in donsequefice of 
this I rode fast, in order to arrive at the village 
before ten O'clock. Abdut half way, I was chal- 
lenged in the Moorish tongue, and several persons, 
well-armied, approached me : on recognizing my 
uniform, they informed raethey were bel6ngT«g 
to a patrole, and one of the number was then r^-» 
turning to* the Goletta. Finding him an: inquisitive 
fellow, I ^rideavoured to interest him; and having 
received' an offer of his pipe -and services, which I 
accepted, I seized the opportunity of presenting 
five pieces of gold for his attention, and any ex- 
penses which my horses might incur during their 
stay at the Port, This well-timed act of niumfi- 
cence wrought a miracle in my favour: ridrog^on 
iat an easy pace, he remarked, with a laugh, wfcicb 
pnlivened hi^ dark 9ounte|iance, that my c<Hiipar 
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niod was very silent, and but rather an aukward 
horseman, as the poor midshipman was often 
obliged to assist himself on his saddle, by grasping 
the pommel with both hands. But, notwith- 
standing all these observations, my trusty guide 
at length told me his suspicions of my charge's 
seXy yet assured me of bis honour and fidelity. 
My answer was suitable to the generosity of hi9 
conduct; and on pur arrival at the Goletta hiy 
silence was remembered with- suitable gratitude. 
Here again another difficulty presented itself; a 
strong sirocco wind had set in, ^d the sea ran sid 
bigh, that my endeavours to persuade the old cai^ 
to send a boat on board the schooner were inef- 
fectual. I was invited up, together with my fel- 
low-traveller, where several Moors of distinction 
. received us, and refreshments were brought, which, 
indeed) I would willingly have dispensed with. 
'My young friend attracted the attention of every 
.one; and hersupposed ignorance of the Italian lan- 
guage, as well as a difference of countenance, Sec. 
tended, no doubt, to create sentiments rather un- 
favourable to manhood. Finding all my endea- 
vours to. get on board firuitless, I exerted myself 
to encourage Lorenza ; but at length an idea sug- 
gested itself which I put into immediate execu- 
tion. The idea of interest is always predominant 
in a Moor's heart; to it he sacrificxes every tbing. 
Accordingly I remarked that my presence was 
absolutely neCei^ary that night on board, as I 
was to be the bearer of an order to prepare the 
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tj^pprt to receive his Highness the Bey sg<>pd« 
tp bi^ epabarked early ia the morning: — the.>ti) 
took; SI. boat was ordered; and, after encounteriog 
a be^yy$qa,.I had th^ gratification; to jM-esepttHft 
poor fugitive to th^ geaeypus care of my brpthfc 
officers/'* 

' ■' ' ' ■ ' . , 1 ^ ji ^ . 1, 

^ *The friends of hamaBky will be gratified to learn, that» 
mnce writiag the abo?e, th« Britisli goverament, actnated by 
«he Bistf-^nkiit importance and necessity of the ease, have libe- 
iate4 tb.e poor Sicilian aiaves at Timis : the negfotiation for tbek 
4eliTeTajice, and «onclnsioQ of a t^nce, hsks, indeed* been pro^ 
trskcted more than eighteen months,, owing to a rariety of caqses> 
wiiTch tend to obstruct all public acts of sound poljcy in the 
Meikiilerninean. The ill-fated Neapolitan slaves .are, however,' 
l«ft>f»;1ittgiiishatTnoi8, thotigb«ll of them ^ere' taken before 
IfupUa W9s occupied >y the {'rencb^. and have ever been 
considered, ^ they oiight to be, subjects of Ferdinand* ..Th^ 
policy of leaving^ these unhappy sufferers, and returning the 
Si<iilians/iiiay well be attributed to that fatal half-measure system 
siltich but too' frequently defeats the ends of justice, and siibjects 
sl^t^ as well as indiyidoals, to unmerited su^enng. The sitna- 
iMm^foC those who remain (about 40Q) most be infinitely worac 
than ever, ai» the quantity of labour performed by the if^hote; 
formerly will mow be required from the poor Neapolitans. The 
case of thes« unfortunate persons was in vain represented to the 
Si<:ilian administration by a friend of mine, particularly to the 
ef^d^t^iwaiftteFior' foreign aiffairs, 'Marquid Cfrcello, and tUe 
present opp^ Piip^ ]>'Aci« No d^itive aKangement^ ban bedi> 
concluded betweeji Sicilff AlgHfs, and .Tripo|y> asy^et^ whtere^a 
great nupiiber of slaves ate in captivity* 

When Admiral Freemantle went to Tunis, for the purpose of 
entering into the stipulations for a truce, he was accompanied by 
^nf&tfl^Sdi lady of distiiietion, who, desirous of eqinlating liidy: 
Mary W6rtl0^ Montague^ determined to see the , I>i?an,a»ea)<^.. , 
Ued| atid actaaliy Accompanied th^ procession that awaited \m, 
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* H^Bg reflected ofi the fofegokig staff emeu ts, 
1 carmot doufbt but that ybuf ihfdigtiation «nd sor- 
l^w wiW'be equal tp my own. 1 have sttll ^ctoe- 
Aing wmneeted with the iniquiticfs of this'<tspital 
lo communicate, which, however calculated to 
shock the eye of delicacy, ought not to be siipi 
pressed whilst professing to draw a true picture 
of manners and customs. , ^ ,, .--.r- 

I have already shewn that every s^nse of M^i^r' 
private or public virtue is extingliished in this 
part of the world: and it is a melancholy fact^., 
that tlie most unnatural, propensities are pr^^ctised 
by tlie principal officers of state as well as^by^.ib^ 
i^ey^, ,,and that io the most open :and profiig^te 
. n^anoer^ Tfae young Christian slrrtreg are C4&6 6fkelk' 
Uie objects of these horrid vices ; and the present 
prime minister, whose conduct is eyen more infa- 
mo u^y notorious than that of hb mastoid, i«saiil 
tQOW^; his greatness and inftuekioe to bis ready 
a«%aieac<0ce, when a slavie> in tbese detestaMt^' 
practices. 

It is unhecessary to say any more upon this 
painful subii^Qt, than that these vile crimes, orN 
ginciliog wni^tbe higher. ckwa^S) havie had that i^-^ 
fl4iQac&; wluch exampte nev^r fails to produce, aiid 
are extended all aver the Regency; so that by the 
mafs of the people, they have ceased to be cqu^ 
snd^d as infamous. 

Highiyesliy dressed ' as a gentleman, a^d had the satisfactipA of . 
se^g What' no oflfer Earoptan fi^Q^le wiift eyer before iodnl^f^d 

«/••- ••■: '■ '■ ■' '■:'' ' ■■■■■■'■ ■■■■'' 
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Nothing can be more palpable than the general ^ 
ignoiaQee of the rulers here. They are so totally 
uQacqoainted with .the most, simple maxims of 
governments and of turning their numerous re- 
sources to any advantage, that I am astonished 
bow they have been able to exist so longa^aq. 
independent state, . The manner of conductic^ 
the war with Algiers, is a striking proof of the 
imbecility which is so conspicuous in the Bey's 
administration ; and the pr^in of this foolisli 
quarrel is truly ridiculous, however useful ils 
continuance maybe to the British interests. The 
Deys of. Algiers have always considered them* 
selves as superior to the Bashaws of Tunis^ smd, 
cons/equentlyi exacted a yearly tribute, wbich 
qpnsisted in a cargo of oil, and some other trifles. 
The Bey's extraordinary avarice has latterly ra^ 
duced him to suppress this usage ; and thus, in 
gratifying a most disgraceful and unhappy pas- 
sion, he. has sacrificed the best interests of the 
kingdom, j 

■ A peace between the two powecs was ev^ a 
source of the greatest benefit to Tynis ; as h&m 
the. province of (^onstantina great numbers of 
horses, cattle, and other necessaries of life, vere 
imported at a very moderate price. Verysfcrious 
effects have ahready been felt in the total sus- 
pension of these supplies. TheuKiiinerof oanrykig 
on an offensive war is rather novel in Tuni? ; the 
ships of his Highness are dismantled; and scarcely 
}iny steps bfjive been taken to put the apast in a 
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*tat€ of defence. The few men %vhic .compose 
hife army are sO disaffected, that they cannot bfe 
trusted; add to this, his Highness, the ijTSI; mi-, 
nister, and Mr. Mariano, dre solely occup red m 
o6mroercial specalations and the arrangement of 
domesuc broils. On the other hand, it appears 
tfei\t the Akerines have formed a -determination 
of bringing them to a just sense of their iaferi-.* 
0rity. By a little political ingenuity, this \va» 
might be rendered highly useful to our inter^^td 
kr the Mediterranean : but I need not dwell up^ri 
the facility with which his Highness may be k^pt 
in good order, or made to yield to all the wishes 
of the British government. 

While the order of Malta Existed, a velry fof*- 
midable barrier was placed between Sicily and the 
States of Barbary, The gallantry and exertions 
of • the knights kept them completiely in check ; 
btft, on their extinction, a much inore aictivehos- . 
tility commenfced. It is a singular iand melan^ 
cboly fact, that more captives have been fbade, 
'and the general successes against Sicily greater, 
than- Bt any former period, sihcd the iilaod ? has 
i)een in our posisession ; s6 that an event, which 
was bailed ae the dawn of libe^y and ha{>pin^s 
" to tliBe inhabitants of the adjacent islands, has, in 
jfact^ increased their difficulties in this respett. 
. It would be by no mean^ difficult to prove> that 
^ a peace between those fiowers niust be highly 
^beneficial to Great Britain i ^bile the i^ifluence of 
ouren^iQieis would di^^ppeari And a ne^ itopirise 
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would be given to comtoerce. The increased 
rtifength of our allies must Tie the natural cdn- 
sfequences ; and the retnoval of that dreadful state 
of poverty, and want of national industry, which 
are at present so evident, would be no trifling coh- 
cbmitarit to this most desirable change. 

Before I Conclude, i think it right to mention a; 
family of distinction here, the members of which, 
though ocqupying situations of rank under his 
Highness, y^tform a most honorable exeeption * 
tQ the- system of vice 'and corruption which 1 
tfave endeavoured to expose. The head of this 
family is at present minister of the marine*: h^ 
name is Mahomed Coggia ; be wjas onee intra«le4' 
witJi an embassy to Great Britain, and acquitted^ 
himself with great honor.; It is, however, niore 
important to states that he is the steady friend of 
England, and possesses talents that would ..not; 
di^grsice some European statesmen. I am ifi^ 
fc»wed that the virtues of his private Kfe deiterve 
every praise; and in a public capacity, we have to ^ 
regret, that his advice is not more attended to; 
His brother's character, (the. preac^ Caya^ irf/ 
Bi^erta,) is inlitJed to. equal sc^mmmdatidii,' sttd^ 
his eldest son irn^j at a very early age, been zfti 
poififed to the government of Porto Farina, ill 
jbetter timesi, it is to be hoped, that the virtue^ 
which distinguish those. peopJbt will be c^Ie^ 
infp>j3se^l ^tivity^ ;:i ... 

In the coatrseof iny visilsto this placey i fi^ve 
met very few Europeans whose bjography could 
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' tpnd ta afford much am usemeat* Tbeyare^pw* 
cipally occupied in commercial pursuits, radthci' 
dull monotony of such a life in tbia country, Uk 
seldom productive of any material variation.^ 
There are amongst the diplonaatic agents of otheiL 
powers, persons who are ipore distinguished hy 
their duplicity and avarice, than any .desire of 



* The importance of any merchants; who come here to trade, 
gopportin^ the national character of onr oonatQr, b j not cW-^^ 
tracting any debta with the Mahometans, beyond what thejF 
may calculate upon being able to repay, is too evident to require 
illustration; in fact, when the subject of any European nation 
leaves Bilirbary indebted in the smallest degree to the natives, 
hHk cofiBfOl is ereriastingly tormented by the head of ihe^goverfi- ' 
omul, wko is glad to have every opportomty of* flnd^g cs(use of 
€oinplaint> no matter upon whose account. During my visits 
to this {rfa€e> I have been incessantly annoyed by several, of the . 
most respectable inhabitants, relative to a countryman of ours^ . 
who left this in 1802, very deeply involved, and was only snf- 
fesed >to leave Tunis on condition that he should return to sa- 
tis^ , his <reditors ; or» at leasts devote a part of his'fittili^ 
iocom^ towards the liquidation of his debts^ for ba|iknip4«M9 . 
are unknown in Africa. The gentleman has, howeVer, neither- 
returned nor paid any oJF the money due, although 1 am positively, 
inibrmedf that he has been lately appointed to the important 
ntnathn^viM «awMt-^^eml in the Mediterranean. The highly 
dangerous impdicy of making tHose oflices aiibsefVttnt to x^wt 
of private patronage, wil|« I fear, he recognized. when toajate* 

Should this passage ever be read by the person to w^iom it 
aHitdes, he will do me justice for liaving concealed bis namci 
together ^th many other particulars that would not redound 
much to his credit^ and will, I hope, see th^ necessity ^ pdyi% 
•oq^e attention to the impoTjlai^>«ubject whith ifaiyicidled^;^^^ 
the above obseiTations* . , . ' ; . ^ : _x .: » 
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•opportsng iiati<>nat dimity ; ftom^ naiight dls6 b^ 
tftentioned, who delight in a spirit ^f in trign^J^ 
aeitiier profitable to themselvedj or useful to the 
<so(ntEiunity; It would, however, be a» injustice 
to^orhit the name of Mr. Oglander, bis Britanvtic 
Majesty's consul-general ; he possesses a fifcnuessi 
and dignity of character which has borne biih 
through many very trying situations, during a 
residence here of several years. It is hardly ne- 
cessary to add, that his invariable detetinination 
to resist the ufnprincipled aggressions of the Bey, 
bis minister, and Mr. Mariano, have rendered hitn 
by no means a fevorite ; but his chargfe d'^fFair^ 
who is now officiating in his stead, during a tem- 
porary absence in England, has kept the govern- 
ment in very good order since his arrival, and is, 
moreover, likely to acquire considerable credit in 
a ti^otiation that will probably be entered into 
aliortly, for the liberation of the unfortunate Sici* 
lian captives. His former services and imprison- 
ment I have already noticed. Government wit^ 
doubtless; know how to appreciate his merits and 
sufferings- • ' ' 

To the talents and civilities of Mr. Humbert, 1 
feel real pleasure in bearing testimony ; this gen* 
tleman has been mentioned by De Chateaiibrii- 
*nd in terms of warm approbation. He is It 
native of Holland, and has served the Bey in tlife 
capacity of- chief engineer for many years. His 
knowledge of the Regency is unlimited, being 
intimately acquainted, not only with it«^ ancient 
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^tory t bul with all that relates to itft present »itua^ 
tioD. ' As an antiquarian and scholar, he m equally 
conspicuous. His rdative, Mr. Nysen, the Ini>- 
perial Gon^uU is also a gentleman of great talents 
^ respectability. Though destined, from the 
various political changes of Europe^ to experienci^ 
many reverses of fortune, he is better acquainted 
with the policy of El Bardo, and the characters 
of those who reside there, thap any other man i& 
Tikai»; and as a linguist, he is unequalled here. 
Both these personages being natix^es of Hoiiandv 
have felt the indignity offered to their country- 
jsnen in the unjust annexation of it toJFrance; 
and are, I have every reason to believe, fully 
aware of the dangers to be apprehended from a 
further extension of the French influence, par* 
ticularly in Barbary, ■ ^ ■ . .. 

Having entered so much at length into th» 
state of Qur consular establishments in my letters 
from Tri poly,- it is unnecessary to dwell on that 
fiibje^t here, except for the purpose of noticing^ 
that many of the observations which I made rela^ 
tive to our political relations at that place, are 
ftrikingly: applicable to Tunis. Amongst these, I 
am induced particularly to mention the great im« 
propriety of not supporting the consul with th« 
more frequent appearance of ships of war ; thf^ 
danger and impolicy of permitting bis Higbnesti^ 
to make his ports receptacles for enemy's pri- 
Vati^jers ^ and, lastly, the want of vice-consnlf^ 
of reapectability at the respective porta of the 
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Regency. If these eriis are remedied, much will 
be done in securing the Briti^ interefits in Bar-* 
bary on that footing which our power ought ever 
to command. But the grand point to which I 
am desirous that ministers should pay attentioOi 
is that of a total revision of existing treaties. 
These documents are defective in every respect, 
inasmuch, as they merely provide for a few in- 
considerable privileges for ourselves, without em- 
bracing, in any manner, the'interests of our allies, 
or which is of still greater importance, the rights 
of humanity. I am no advocate for carrying fire 
^n^ Swovd into the bosom of this country ; but if 
its government and inhabitants derive their chief 
sources of happiness from an intercourse with tbfe 
powers t>f Europe,'' who will attempt to deny, 
that they ou^ht also to feel the extent of their 
obligations, and conform to a more rational system 
of political law ? . 

In the foregoing letters I have, I trust, amply 
demiQQStrated M> you that the powers of Barbary 
have, from the moment of their first establish- 
ment, assumed a character ami line of political 
conduct, not only contrary to any received law 
of civilized society, but strongly militating against 
the liberty and happiness of the Christian powers, 
I will not, certainly, deny that the unhappy per- 
secuting spirit which actuated the early Chris- 
tians, and subsequently gave xiBe to the crusades^ 
H^ust have greatly irritated the Mahometans of 
that time. It has, however^ been seen, that ttie 
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f<>rH»Qr bare long, siac^ abjured the folii^ P^l^e 
paigl', while ,tbei lajfcter hatve -contjaued.to jencQoupgje^ 
a i^st*un»atu^al spirit of revenge, W.hether thi^ 
p :%Q, be; repao ved by intreaty . or force, I kuo w^. no t ;| 
tnit the great powers of Europe canuot be iadi£>. 
%ent .to the subject, when th^ state of politic^, 
shajlbe once more restored to that equilibrium^ out 
of which it has Ipteen thrown by the ruinous and, 
destructive revolijtion of 1793. , Although this 
ipiatter is susceptible of a. niore lengthened (i^tail^ 
^a^ arguaicnt, enough has, I tru^t, been said,^ to 
prqv£.U) you the necessity pf a r^ical and effeCft^ 
tual ctjjinge in our political, Ks well as comniercial, 
relations, with the whole coast of Barbary. As 
te: the state of Algiers and Morocco, that wil| 
probably, fqrm.the subject of f^ future jcorrespond- 
euc^;. ftndjp concludij^^g thii? inlperfect ^ketcb^^ I. 
have only further to observe, .should you a^k ipe 
what inferences I wish to have drawn from the 
f^cts which have come within my observations, 
tbalt thfe state of Europe and the world require 
that England should be the first power in the^ 
Mediterranean, and that as we have hitherto, with, 
the aid of Divine Providencie, shown a bright 
example to surrounding nations, and triumphantly 
sustained tottering Europe, it now only remain^; 
for the wisdom and prudence of/governnj.ent so to^ 
wield the immense physical and moral resources 
of the empire, that wihoutt being under the 
necessity of having recourse to ac^ of violence or 
wanton aggression, the ends qf national greatness^ 
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and prosperity may be attained, whilst the com-- 
mon enemy is excluded from the possession of 
countries which, in affording him an increase of 
power, would be inimical to the well being of 
Great Britain, and the happiness of mankind* 



LETTER VI. 



Csetiemm cz eis negotiis, qas ing^enio exercentar, ia primis 
M^o^iistti est membria Teram gestaram; cdjub de virtate quia 
midti disere pratereundum puto."--SALX<U8T9 de Bello JugurtK 



Sketch of the Tunman Htsiory. — Chari/icter of 
the Bey-^his General Poliey-^and Relatiw 
Situation of the Regemcy with European and 
other Powers. ^-^RemarkSi ifc. 

Tunis, 1811. 

Thje ancient history of this renowned country 
has been so ably illustrated by other writers, that 
it might well be considered as altogether super-* 
fluous, were I to add any thing on the subject 
here. I shall therefore content myself with a 
rapid sketch of the manner in which Tunis has 
been governed in modern times. Every one 
knows, that while the original constitution oi 
Carthage was administered in its purity, she not 
only successfully opposed, but very freqiiently 
triumphed over the Roman arms* It is ^ually 
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true, though a melandioly fiict, that x^hen vetiality 
and corruption usurped the place of patriotism 
and public virtue, she fell an easy prey to con- 
quest. These are truths of too important a nature 
to be easily forgotten. In contemplating the sub- 
sequent fall of Rome, it would appear, that when 
the only obstacle to her ambition was no more, 
her ruin was also speedily to follow ; and in their 
subniirssion to a despotic form of government, the 
Roman people certainly proved themselves unwor- 
thy of their former greatness. 

Christianity seems to have extended itself over 
a considerable portion of Africa foi' some tiftife 
previous to the appearance of Mahomet: but if 
•aeverai kter authors may be believed, tl)e Chris- 
tians of Africa participated in all the degeneracy 
of those days ; and were infinitely more remark- 
able for bigotry and superstition, than for vift^^e or 
greatness of soul.* They naturally became an 

* It would appear from the following character of the people 
of Afvica, after the dissemination of Christianity, that the spirit 
/and virtue oi Rome were completely degti oyed ; their easy oon- 

, 4|Hest hy the Saracens need opt, therefore, b^ a jnatter of sur- 
prize* 

Omnes denique habent sici^t peculiaria mala^ etiam quaedam 
bona.. In Afris pene omnibus nescio quid non malum. Si 
accusanda est inhuinanitas, inhumani sunt, si ebrietas ebriosi 

' sunt, si falsitas fallacisMmi^ si dolus fraudulentissimi, si cupiditas 
^mpidissimi, si perfidia perfidissimi, impuritas eorum, atque 
blasphemia, his omnibus dediscenda non sunt, quia illis supra 
dizimus malis aliarum gentium, his autem etiam sua ipsorum, 
^cerunt, ac primiim, ut de impuritate dicamus, quis nescit 
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easy conquest to the Saracen invaders, who came 
here under Sidi Qpcuba, a famous Arabian chief, 
sent by the Caliph Othman, with the flower of the 
Arabian cavalry, in the ^©venth century, to con- 
quer this part of Africa, Cairouan was fixed on 
as the seat of government ; and a viceroy soon 
appointed, with the additional title of Emir, or^ 
prince of the believers, to be th.e future ruler of 
this country. This species of government conti- 
nued, amidst various wars and partial revolutions, 
for a period of nearly five centuries, till 1206 ; 
when a total change in the afiairs of Africa placed 
a new dynasty, the Almahades, on the throne of 
^Morocco, with a jurisdiction which extended over 
the whole of Barbary. This family, celebrated as _ 
much for its successes as its ultimate misfortunes, 
kept a Crovernor at Tunis, while the Sovereign 
resided at his own capital : but tbelr authority 
was so weakened by intestine broils, and the ter^ 
rible disaster which befel the Moors at Tolosa^ 
(known in Spain by the epithet of Las Navas de 
Toldsa,) that the Arabs, in many parts of the 
kingdom, particularly at Tunis, grew tired of the* 
government, and revolted ; shutting the Governor • 
up within the walls of the city. A strong arma- 
ment was, however, sent to his relief from Cartha- 



Africam totain obscoenispibidinum toedis semper arcisse; non ut 
terrain, ac sedem hominum, sed ut £tnam putis impudicarutn 
esse fL3LmmiLxum^-^Sahianus> 

It was not until the year 722» during the pontificate of Gre*- 
l^oiy IL« that the Christians wer« completely driven out of Africa. 
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genft, commanded by an able and enterprizing 
general, called Abdelhadi ; who soon succeeded 
in restoring harmony amongst the Arabs, and be- 
came himself governor of the province, where he 
continued quietly till his death : he was then sue- 
ceeded in the government by his eldest son, Abou- 
Sukhari, a man distinguished for his bjravery and 
prudence. Without regarding the commotioiis 
which continued to agitate Morocco, Abou- 
Sukhari, very wisely directed his attention to the 
aggrandizement of his own family and province. 
Raising a large army; he penetrated into the 
eastern interior, and made several tribes of Arabs 
tributary; after which he returned to the capital 
with immense treasures, the spoils of hi^ victorious 
arms. The latter days of this personage resembled 
those of an independent prince, rather than a sub- 
ject ; nor had the Almahades any further means 
of reducing him to a state of subserviency, ex- 
hausted as they w^re by their rivals, the Merin 
family, which aspired to the throne of Morocco at 
that time. He was therefore enabled to leave his 
son, Abou Ferez, in peaceable possession of his 
dignity and treasures ; from the period of whose 
accession to the Tunisian government it ceased to 
be any longer dependent on its "former sovereigns; 
for, being endowed with great talents, and insatia- 
ble ambition, Abou Ferez immediately conceived 
the plan of making himself formidable to the con- . 
tending parties in Morocco. In eiffect, he lost no 
time in marching at the head of a numerous mili- 
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tary force, and invadifig the king4omof Tremizan, 
soon reduced the inhabitants to subjection ; thence 
feetting out for the purpose of attacking the King 
of Fez, then at war with Morocco, the terror of 
his arniQ was so great, that a splendid embassy wasi 
sent to meet him, charged with rich presents, ac- 
knowledging his superiority, and soliciting that h^ . 
would enter into terms of friendship ^ith the 
sovereign of that country. Thus ending the cam* 
paign by a successful negotiation, x\bou Ferez rer 
turned to Tunis covered with glory ; where he no 
sooner arrived than he caused himself to be; pro-. 
claimed Sultan of all JBarbary. His court is said 
to •have been regulated in the most splendid man- 
aer. The sy*^tem of governing was, under this 
prince, and many of his successors, extremely 
good: the body guard consisted of fifteen hundred 
Christian renegadoes, independent of an immense 
army always kept on foot to repel invasion ; tbeice 
was also a national council, c^onsisting of three 
hundred persons distinguished for their probity ami 
experience. This comparatively happy state of 
things was for a long time enjoyed by the inhabi- 
tants of Tunis ; however, under Othman, the son 
and successor of ^bou Ferez, thi^ Merin family 
having acquired great power as kings of Fezzan, 
they made Tunis and Tripoly suffer conside;*ably 
. from the incursions of their armies. 06e of the Tu- 
nisian monarchs was even driven from bis capita^ 
and obliged to take refuge in the mouritainis. Ln 
iSfO, the disiastrous and imprudent expedition of 
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Saint Louis was the cause of temporary annoyance 
to this place ; but inflnttely more injurious to the 
Christian monarch, who lost his own life, and 
sacrificed the greatest part of his army, by comiing 
here.* The affairs of Tunis after this were not 
interrupted by any material events, except those to 
• which an imperfect form of government must ever 
give rise, until the expulsion of Muley Hassan, by i 
the younger Barbarossa. That prince having been 
dispossessed of Tunis, fiew fbr refuge to the 
Levant, and from thence went into Spain, where 
he implored the assistance of Charles V. who had 
long been anxious^ for some plea which might en<* 
able him to crush the growing strength of the 
Barbary states. A more auspicious occasion could 
not possibly have been presented to that eater- 
prizing sovereign; he , therefore, without loss of 
time, fitted out a large armament; and landing at 
tlie Goletta, in the summer of 1 53 J, took the 
castle there by storm, and soon after defeated 
Barbarossa in a pitched battle; when Muley 
Hassan was once^more placed on the throne of his 
ancestors, thirty-five of whom, he asserted, hacfcr 
«at there during the preceding four hundred and 
fifty yeara^ The excessive cruelties recorded to 

* The heart and intestines of this prince were afterwards coor* 
veyed to Sicily> and deposited in the cathedral of Mon Reale^ 
near Palemko, where the following inscription is still seen : 

<* Hie jacent tumulata viscera, et cor Liidovici Regis Francis, 
qni obiit apud Tunisinnij Aa. Doin« Incarn. 1270, Mense, Aug. 
13, Indict. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



93S LETTERS FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

have been committed by the Spanish troops when 
they entered Tlifiis,* have tarnished the glory of. 
Charles on that memorable occasion ; but after all^ 
there was probably no expedition of his attetided 
with more real utility, or complete suc&ess.f 



** Susa, Sfkx, and Monasteer, were taken by the celebrated 
Andrea Doria, in 1547; but were, in the following year, wrested 
from the Spaniards by Dragut Raisi 

The attack and captbre of Mebedia,>n 1550, formed one of the 
most sanguinary conflicts of that time; but a fatality sebms to 
have attended Charles in all his attempts upon this coast. 

t The treaty concluded on this memorable occasion#is of too 
important a nature to be omitted here,»and should ever be the 
ground-work of future stipulations with any of tbes« states. 

Marmol, the Spanish historian, to whom Dr. Robertson was 
much indebted in compiling his elegant Histoiy of Charles V., 
states the substance of the treaty with Muley Hassan to have 
l^en as follows:-^ 

I; That ail Christians, of what nation sofever, Who, at anytime, 
or by any means, shall be brought as captives into that realm, 
bhall forthwith be set at liberty, without paying the least ransom. 

II. That the commerce or trade of Tunis» and its whole ierri* 
lory, shall, to all sorts of Christians, be entirely free and secure ; 
and that they may there settle or reside at pleasure, erecting, if 
they so please, churches, monasteries, &c. and have uninterrupted 
liberty publicly to exettiseall the rites and ceremonies of their 
religion; .* 

III, That at ho time, hbr on any pretext whatsoever, shall the 
kings of Tunis harbour, admit into their ports, furnish with 
necessaries, or otherwise favour and countenance Turkish ox 
'African corsairs, to what part soever appertaining. 

IV,. That the Goletta shall remain to the Emperor, annexed 
fot evermoce to the crown of Castile, in such wise, that the 
Moors shall never once entertain the least i/dea of atti^mpting 
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The stipulations of this celebrated treaty, So 
beneficial to Europe, were religiously fulfilled by 
the successors of MuJey Hassan until 1574, when 
Sultan Selim II. wrested the Goletta from 
Philip II. of Spain^ and afterwards put an end 
to the dynasty of Tunis. This plan was exe» 
cuted by the famous Sinan Bashaw, who proceeded 
to establish a new government, which was in fu- 
ture to be subject to the Grand Seignior, his 
master; which he eflFec ted notwithstanding consi- 
derable opposition on \he p^rt of the Tunisians, . 
and the inhabitants Cairouan who revolted-; how.- 
ever, a Bashaw was elected, and a divan, priiK?ipaU 
ly composed of military mefn, appointed. Previous 
to the return of Sinan Bashaw to Constantinople, 
he left 4000 janisaries to preserve tranquillity ; yet 
the new government was but of short duration, 
for such was the tyranny established by the Ba* 
shaws, that the people became violently incensed 
. -. - ■ - ■■ - - ■ 

e^aiiist it: s^nd that for the maintenance of its garrisons the King 
of Tanis, and his successors, shall annually disburse 12>000 
gdlden ducats, since these troops are for the better security of 
.them and their dominions. 

V. That the whole coral fishery shall perpetually remain to 
the Emperor and his successors, kings of Spain. 

VI. Finally, that in consideration of favours and obligatiohs 
received, and in token of vassalage, the kings of Tunis shall 
pay to the kinga of Spain an irremissible annual tribute of sjx 
)]orses and twelve falcons. 

^ith which articles if^they comply duly and punctually, in 
such case the kings of Spsfin shall protect and defend them aad 
^heir realm against all senemies whatever. 
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against them, and solicited that the Gi:^nd Seignior 
might ameliorate their sufferings by a different form 
of government.. They were then' permitted to elect 
their own Dey, after the manner of Algiers, which 
officer approached nearer to royalty than that of 
Bashaw. The first of these did not enjoy his 
dignity very long, being assassinated soon after 
his election ; he was succeeded by Ibrahim, who 
in his turn abdicated, and went to Mecca, that he 
might avoid a similar fate : from the first period 
of appointing a Dey, till the time of Agi Mahomet 
Cogia the first Bey, there reigned no less than 
twenty-three Deys, all of whom, with the excep- 
tion of five, were either assassinated or driven 
from the throne. While the Deys governed, there 
was a famous Genoese renegado at Bizerta, who 
with the galleys of that pott, is said to have made 
<'aptrves of twenty thousand christians, in the 
eourse of a few years. 

The authority of Bey, which was originally in- 
tended to be in some degree limited, is now be- 
f>ome absolute ; so that the members of the divan 
have little or no influence on his decisions : they 
are, however, called together, but merely to give* 
a colour to his proceedings, nor has the divan any 
ppwer in electing the head of the government, which 
is not hereditary, but depends on such of the 
progeny or relations of the preceding Bashaw, 
whose party are the strongest — and have talents 
sufficient to command popularity. 

After the death of Morat II. his three sons 
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Mahmed, All, aad Ramadan^ all aspired to the 
government ; the latter renounced hh pretensions 
to the other two, whose contentions to get into . 
power were afterwards the cause of much blood-- 
shed in the Regency. Mahmed, who was of a 
bigotted and superstitious disposition, shortly 
relinquijsfhed in favour of his brother Ali, and re- 
tired tp Cairouan, with a view pf parsing the 
remainder of his days in solitude* Scar<;ely had 
Ali been established and tranquillity restored* but 
new disorders arose ; for in consequence of this 
prince having caused to be assassinated Acbmet, 
eldest son of Mahmed, who had placed him under 
his uncle's protection, when he renounced his 
claim to power, Achmet Chelebj/y or as some call 
hio), Mahmed Ichele^y, one of the great officers 
of the court, desirous of ruining both tb^ brothers, 
communicated the circumstance to Mahmed, and 
promised to aid him in being revenged against 
Ali, Such an event, and conveyed in this way, 
produced the desired effect on him, and without 
further loss of time he flew towards Tunis, with 
a handful of foUoweins. Ali wishing to meet him 
. on the road, had no sooner left the city than 
Cheleby shut the gates on him, by which he was 
deprived of proper sugcours and defeated by his 
brother, who entered Tunis in triumph, whilje Ali 
was under the necessity of flying to El Keif for 
safety. Mahmed after this declared that he came 
solely for the purpose of punishing the authors of 
his son's murder. Those already warned by Ali 
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had embarked, and were on the point of tailing 
away, but were overtaken by him at the Goletta, 
where he put them all to death. Meanwhile 
Cheleby, pursuant to his original plan, stirred op 
the malcontents at Tunis, and persuaded them 
not only to shut the gates against Mahmed, but 
to declare that they would no longer be governed 
by two brothers who only seemed to seek their de- 
struction, unless Ali was sacrificed for the public 
good. Upon this a ^reat part of Mahmed's fol- 
lowers deserted toTuni?, and he seeing himself 
nearly alone, determined to be reconciled to his 
brother Ali : before this could be effected, or a 
junction formed at EL Keif, Cheleby surprized 
and defeated him, but did not know how to profit 
by his victory ; and the two brothers having joined 
each other, they prevailed on the Dey-of Algiers 
to support them for a consideration of 40,000 
piastres. Ibraham Dej'^ came in person to their 
assistance, with a large body of troops, and they 
all marched to the siege of Tunisj which lasted 
from September 1685 till the month of June fol- 
lowing ; when the Moors, fatigued with the siege, 
abandoned Cheleby and retired to the mountains. 
Cara Osman, who commanded the Tunisian ca- 
valry, thetk went out on pretext of bringing the de- 
serters back, and joined i:he besieging Rarty ; thus 
situated, those who remaine4 in the town had no 
other alternative left, thaii that of opening the gates ; 
when the brothers were received more as friends 
than conquerors.. No sooner, however, had the Al- ^ 
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g^rine soldiery ieoter^d, than, as usual on such oc- 
casiaas, they began to sack the town, ^nd commit 
enonuous cruelties on the inhabitants : this brought 
on a violent dispute between them and the bro- 
thers ; at length, several of Cheleby^s party, ac- 
quiring fresh spirits from the general disorder, 
ru&ihed into the camp of Ibraham, in order to carry 
off Ali} for the purpose of declaring him Bey, but 
the former, apprized of their plan, which did not 
suit his view, caused AH to be instantly strangled, 
when his body was exposed before the Algerine 
chief's tent. Mahmed sought his safety in flight, 
but was overtaken by his brother-in-law, Ben- 
chouquer, who represented that his presence alone 
in Tunis was only requisite to restore order and 
tranquillity ; he added) that Tunis was the place 
wherein he should either die or reign. Mahnoed 
felt the force of this argument, entereji the city, 
and assuming the reins of government without 
further opposition from ^he Aigerines or his own . 
subjects, he prevailed on the former to retire, 
giving them another sum equal to the first sub- 
sidy. No sooner was he fixed in the government, 
tban^ he gave way to the utmost rapacity and yio-. 
lence, oppresf^'^j the Tunisians to such a degree 
fhat they once more c^Uled in the Algerines to, ^ 
their aid. The. application was readily attended 
to, and ten thousand men appeared before Tunis 
in a few weeks. Mahmed marched out with an' 
equal force to me.et them, but many of his soldiers 
haying deserted on the way, he. returujed precipi- 
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tately to Tunis, whare he found every one in the 
utmost consternatiop ; in fact, many of hm prin- 
cipal officers betook themselves tp flight, aiid 
went away in a French ship that was bound to 
the Archipelago. 

The Algerines plundered the surrounding coun- 
try, and besieged the capital, which Mahmed 
continued to defend fer some time with >the 
greatest obstinacy ; but at length, perceiving that, 
very little permanent dependence could be placed 
on his soldiery, he determined to abandon the 
city and contrived to escape during the night, 
when he retired tp the Sahara, The Algerines 
immediately entered Tunis, and appointed Ben- 
chbuquer Bey, who, in concert with another named 
Jiateri committed the most horrid cruelties, by 
confiscating the property of several hundred 
citizens, and then putting them to death by 
torture. Being anxious to carry off some women 
the relatives of Mahmed, who were in a sanctuary 
at Cairouan, this monster of iniquity roused the 
inhabitants of that populous city to revenge, and 
they accordingly rose in a mass and drove him 
out of the town together with all his followers. 
The re\-olution extended on this occasion to many 
other parts of the kingdom, and such had b^en 
the infamous conduct of Benchouquer, that the 
extortions of Mahmed were entirely forgotten. A 
large party declared once more in his fevor, and a 
deputation even went to solicit that he would 
pttixm and assert his right to the government.- 
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They found him under the protection of a powi^ir-^ 
ful 3heik of the Sahara, whose father had imijuerly 
faeeo put to death by the very prince who was 
now at his mercy ; but such, is the high sense 
enterained of the laws of hospitality by the Arabs# 
that the Sheik disdained to gratify any feeling 
of resentment and even offered the unfor6i« 
nate Mahmed a body of ten thousand cavalry 
to assist in restoring him to power. Encouraged 
hy this generous conduct he took the fieU, and 
uniting himself to the mal^contents, was once more 
received into Tunis with op^n arms, A. D. 169^. 
Hedidnot, however,continuetoenjoy his re-acces- 
sipn to power long, but having died soon alter was 
succeeded by his brotherRamadan, at the i nstigation 
of the Algerines, who had been recalled from his 
exile into Tuscany by Mahnied only a short time 
before his death. The new prince's reigja was 
marked by a scene of oppression and cruelties 
equal to every former one. There was als6 at this 
period an It^liap renegado, named Messaoul, who 
^ore a large share in the government under the Bey 
aad aided him in all his acts of tyranny. It was 
principally to the iniRuence of Algiers tb^t Rama- 
idan was elected, as the Tunisian populace were 
d^idedly in favor of Morat, nephew to Mahm/edy 
and wh6 was considered by them as the legitinut^ 
heir. Their want of success exposed that young 
man to the most rigorous treatn^nt : hewas even in 
consequence of the representations of Mezaoult 
accused of conspiracy iigainst the safety of Rama* 
4hin» and sentenced to b# deprived of sight ; iiow 
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ev«r, the op^ration-w^ performed ifi <s(^ iinporf^^ 
a manoer that hie was soon enabled to see a« weUr 
as be^r^. Shut up in the castle of Susa^ Morat 
gained over his guards ; and perceiving that tbe- 
government of Raoiadan became daily mofe; 
unpopular, he caused the Aga whb commanded 
the castljs to be killed, and flew to the mountaint^^ 
where his party ^sQon increased to such a d^ee 
that he joaarched to attack* Ramadan ; who in his- 
attempting to escape out of ihe kingdom was^seis^ 
and strangled, while his coadjutor, ^Mezaaul, 
experienced a fate 9till more severe, for, when in 
the hands of Morat, he was shut up in an iroU: 
cage, where his flesh was torn off with iron pincers 
until he expired. The first act of the new Bey,, 
was that of declaring war against the Algerine9,| 
who had opposed his election after the death of 
Mahmed. This war wad a source of gr^at expense 
and loss^ to the Tunisians, without yielding the. 
smallest benefit. Like his predecessor, Moi^t soon 
began the work of tyrannizing over all classes o^ 
his subjects, particularly those who had voted^ 
for the loss of his sight : he is said to have^ 
shewn a peculiar partiality for the Christian^, 
probably with a view of secuHng their attach* 
ment in case of future necessity; in this hie 
was disappointed, for after a 4^ries of extp):^ 
tions and unheard of cruelties committed, oii.. 
his subjects^ Morat fell a victim to popular 
fury A, D. 1702. being assassinated by Ibrahijn 
Sheriff, captain of the guards, who was imiae*^ 
diately afteir declared B^. This man ^though 
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eiidowiH) with considerable talents and great 
personal bravery, was particularly unfortunate. 
A war which he waged against the Tripolines 
was very unsuccessful ; while on the other hand 
his hostility with the Algerines proved fatal to his. 
liberty, having befen taken in a battle with the forces 
of that Regency, and detained seven months in cap- 
tivity; nor could escape from their grasp before 
be paid a raiisom of 900,000 piastres, and promised 
in the event of his restoration to power, to make 
Tunis tributary to Algiers. Led on by his evil 
genius, Ibraim endeavoured in vain to land at 
Bizerta, from whence he was driven with the 
utmost contempt^ and throwing himself on the 
mercy of bis former subjects he disembarked at 
Forto Farina, where he was immediately put to 
death. The subsequent account of the manner in 
which the dynasty of Tunis became vested in the 
family of the present Bey, Hahmoud Pacha, and 
the important fact of his having usurped the 
government from his nephews Mahmoud and 
Ifihmael Bey, the latter of whom has apartments 
assigned to him in the palace, of £1 Bardo, and 
as he lives on terms of apparent friendship with his 
rival wiU, it is daid, succeed the Bey, are faithfully 
related in a memoir* attached to the Itinerary of 
De Chateaubriand, whose book has been already 
noticed. Some of the foregoing facts, rather differ- 



* That is a v^ interesting document, as caiculaled to deve- 
lope the resonrces of this regency* 
VOL. II. R 
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etitlyreiated, have also appeared in that work; \mt 
they are more important, as tending to illufiJtrate 
the floctuating and dangerotts system of govern- 
ment established in this country, than to amtfse the 
reader; and serve to shoMr what incalculable bene- 
fits might accrue to th^ people if, either throiigh 
the means of foreign conquest or extension of civi- 
lization at homcj a more rational form of govern- 
ment could be substituted in lieu of that which 
presents nothing biii a scene of crimes, anarchy, and 
revolution. It is true that Hamoud, the present 
niler,iTomhis possessinga greaterdegree of politiea) 
craft and ingenuity, has enjoyed more tranquillity 
than any of his predecessors ; yet seme very severe 
shocks have occasionally been given to his power, 
particularly in a late instance, when the Turkish 
Soldiers, to the amount of 6,000, owing to the ty- 
rannical manner in which they had been fcM* a lotig 
,tilne tfedted, formed a conspiracy, which would 
have proved fatal, not only to his authority, but 
fjerhaps his life itself: fortune, however, often 
fevors the perpetrator of crimes, and a want of union 
amongfet the conspirators, together with the inter- 
position of a British officer, Mr. Egan, who hap- 
pened to l?e in the city at the time, happily pre- 
vented all the horrors of a sanguinary revolution. 
Al5 the particulars of this transaction are not upon 
record, it may not be superfluous if I relate them 
in this place. 

It has always been customary for the Grand 
Seignier to suffer the respective powers of Barbary 
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to FMruit as many men as they could find in his 
donunions^ for the purpose of forming a corps, 
which might tend more effectually to strengthen 
>lheir tyrannical authority over the Moors and 
Arabs : these have ever been of the most eminent 
service, and regarded by the people as foreign mer- 
cenaries ; consequently a settled hatred has existed 
between them during late years, and notwith- 
standing their great utility, the princes of Barbary 
have treated them so very severely,' that it is with 
difficulty they can now find any more willing to 
serve^ so that they have had recourse to kidns^- 
ping at Constantinople and Smyrna, as the Dutch 
were formerly inveigled at Java* This circumstance 
added to many re.cent acts of severity, particularly 
thai.af disarming them here, in all about 6,000, 
determined them to be revenged not only on his 
Highness but all those who had made themselves 
obnoxious : they accordingly concerted a plan for 
subverting the government, killing the Bey, his 
minister, and several other officers, when one of 
their own party was to have been immediately 
elected in his place. The night of the 30th o£ Sep- 
tember was fixed on for putting this scheme into 
execution . Towards eight o' clock, a body of 3,000 
armed Turks rushed into the city, and began to 
plunder all the shops of whatever they found in 
them, particularly provisions for their comrades, 
who at the satne moment took forcible possession 
of the citadel called El Gaspa, which was only 
guarded by a few Moorish soldiers. Those who had 
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teen dispatched to sack the town bffered ho per*- 
sonal violence to the inhabitants, iand when suflS- 
cifently loaded with their booty, hastened to join 
their companions in the citadel, when a heavy fire 
was commenced froiu it, oh the town and his 
Highnesses palace, El Bardo, which is within can^ 
non shot ; the consternation goon became general, 
nor would tt be an easy task to describe the accu- 
mulaied scenes of distress exhibited in every part of 
the city. The consular houses were instantly filled 
with several thousand families who flew to them 
for refu^-e, ib consequence of their being held 
sacred by the insurgents. Things being in this way, 
the minds of all, whether Moors, Jews, or ChriSr- 
tians, were agitated with a thousand fears, as to 
the probable result of success oh the part of the' 
soldiery ;' and the terror spread at El Bardo seeing 
to have fully equalled that in the towh. After a 
night of the utmost dismay and anxiety, during^ 
the greatest part of which the firing from El 
Gaspa continued, though without doitig any 
material injury, the Bey collected all the troops 
he could, and placing them under the prinife 
minister, (than whom a moi^e inefficient commander 
could not JiaVe been selected,) directed him t6 
proceed to the city, and take the most prompt 
measures for suppressing the malcontents. Thosfe 
who saw the cavalcade move on from El Bardo 
have compared it rather to a funeral eereowmy 
than an effort to suppress rebellion. It was on this 
memorable occasion that his ExceHency, theZltpa*- 
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tapa, proved himself infioitely better calculated t6 
sijoceed in comiDercial speculation than acts of 
military prowess ; for having entered the eastern 
gate of ihe city, he halted opposite the British 
Consulate, an4 alighting from his charger, threw 
himself apparently in despair, on an adjoining seat, 
Inhere he continue<} some moments without utter- ^ 
ing a syllable to those around him. The moment 
was. however too critical to be lost in useless in-, 
activity; but a directing hand was wanted; this 
was supplied by a coincidence highly fortunate fpr 
the Bey of Tunis, for there happened to.be a 
young naval officer, Mr. Egan, at our consul's, who, 
apprehensive of the disastrous result which might 
he&A the Christian residents, were the soldiers to ' 
succeed, determined t:o offer his services : these 
werie most readily accepted ; and, mounting a white 
charger, the Moorish soldi,ers were ordered to obey 
hiiij ; he wa3 also joined by several Sicilian slaves, 
apiil immediately threw himself into H Castellp de\ 
Mi^;;za, a fort within a short distance of the citadel, 
which it commands: here it required seyerarhours 
before a gun could be got ready, the place having 
been left in a most ruinous state; they managed, 
however, to get two pieces of ordnance capable of 
beipg fired, and then commenced a heavy cannon- ' 
ade on El Gaspa; thi? was continued during the; 
whole night, and naade a large breach in one part 
of the cita'dei. Seeing themselves so closely beset,' 
the insurgents began^ to quarreji amongst them- 
selves, as to th<^ best mode of proceeding, till at 
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length unable to come to a decision, seveirai 
hundred stole over the rattiparts unobserved by the 
Tunisian guards, and pursued their way towardis 
the frontiers of Cpnstantina : those who remained, 
driven to despair and without a hope of success, 
were, on the morning of the 2nd of October, 
induced to surrender at discretion. Thus ended ah 
insurrection which threatened destruction to the 
life and fortunes of his Highness, who will doubt- 
less keep in recollection, that his safety was on 
that occasion secured by the exertions of a British 
subject. When the malcontents were in his power, 
several were put to'death, and others severely bas- 
tinadoed : it was, however, justly observed of the 
Bey, that he displayed more magnanimity in the 
discrimination with which he punislfted the offcind- 
crs, than courage or presence of mind in forcing 
them to obedience. This might have been occa- 
sioned by a fear of irritating the Grand Seignior 
too much, added to a consciousness that the sol- 
diers were roused by bis previous oppressive con- 
duct towards them, to act in the ^ay the did. To* 
the British officer he paid the handsomest compli- 
ments for his spirited conduct, and professing un- 
alterable attachment to the British government, 
presented him with an elegant sword. This event, 
although so trifling in itself, has been by far the 
most important that ever occurred here during the 
present reign, and may yet lead to consequences 
of a very serious nature ; for although the Ottoman 
Porte consents that Turkish soldiers may be raised 
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in the Levant, it is expected that they shall be 
treated in a very different manner from that which 
they have lately been accustomed to experience. 
Sipce the insurrection, no confidence whatever has 
been placed in them, and it is more than probable, 
they will never be much encouraged to serve in 
any great numbers, as it will be extremely difficult, 
if not altogether impossible, to obliterate from their 
minds what has past.. The most (determined 
hatred has^ever existed between them and the 
Moors, who, though detesting the Bey's govern- 
ment, yet prefer his sway to that of the Turks, all* 
which will, no doubt, be attended with still greater 
security to his power. 
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LETTER y. 

Sini^laie quiddam hominibus its accedit. Natn turn regfiooetift 

uberem OQlerent, nisi quod feris abuiidabat : his oiiim9 :«| 

agii toto colendi studio, in iese maaiis converteiuiil, digmitpB 

. dimisso. Itaqiie contigit eis ut vagi ct patriae expertis yitam 

agerent : baud aliter qaam qui ob inopiam et locoruin sterili- 

tatem et aeris inclemeQtiam ad ejusmodi vitse i^enus adiguntar, 

bine Massoesylii Nomadaro, &c. &c. 

Strabq, JJb. 17. 



Interior Situation of this Regency — Character of 
the Bey and others — Administration of Justice 
— Anecdotes illustrative of it — Foreign Rela- 
tions of Tunis with Tripoly and Algiers^ and 
also with the Belligerent Powers-^Commerciql 
and Political Reflections^ Sfc, £fc^ 

Tr^fy, 1811, 
You willj from the sketch in my preceding 
letter of the way in which this country has long 
been governed, be enablf^dtoform a tolerable idea df 
its internal situation, and of the sentiments of a peo- 
ple who are subjected to such dreadful oppression 
and to a state little better tlian the ancient one de^ 
scribed in the motto, I shall now say a few words 
relative to his Highness the Bey's general charac- 
ter as cQo^thunii^ted'to me by some persons who 
have lodg been in situations which enabled thetfi 
to. know bina intimately. 

Hamoud Pacha, Bey of Tunis, is about fifty* 
fi^v^ years ^ (^g^; hayilag held the gavernrnfifit 
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nearly twenty-nine ; a circumstance, without ex- 
ample^, in the history of this country. He is of 
the middle size, and possesses a countenance re- 
jOMif kabiy indicati veof those traits whichdistinguiali 
hisgeneral character. To look for virtue or principle 
in a Barbary chief, would be an idle task; yet 
motives of delicacy, and other considerations of a 
still more peremptory nature, oblige me to draw a 
veil over the conduct ofliving characters^ particu- 
larly if their exalted rank in life place them beyond 
theinfluenceof public animadversion. When speak- 
ing of persons, however, whose situation make them 
our national solicitude, it is but just that some 
clue should be given, by which a proper estimate 
can be formed of their excellencies and defect^. 
Avarice seems to have been, in every age, the at- 
tribute and companion of a narrow mind. The 
subject of this memoir, carries his love of wealth 
almpst as far as any man on earth, and iiis devQted- 
«ess to a certain propensity, has on several occa- 
ji.ion^ called forth the poet-s expression, 

— -Puevorum miUe furores ! 



In treating of christian slavery, this8ubje<it is 
more-amfly exemplified. As cruelty must evtr 
form a largesharein the qualities of adespotic prince, 
Hamoud is not without his proportion, and as to 
the Punicum ingenimn, his Highness furnish^ 
a striking proof of it, whether in his capacity of 
prince or as the bead of a family : indeed this 
Ve^il^ of the Carthaginitn character is traced in 

• 
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* all the TuirisioQf^. How the Bey has maoagidd^ 
to govern for so lomg a period, is a just cause of 
.wonder, and proves that bis talents that way are 
rather of an extraordinary cast. His attention to 
public business is unwearied and really astonish.-* 
ing : very little of his time is devoted to sleep ; 
he neve> associates with bis women, so that the 
greater part of the day is passed, either in .the 
divan, or hall of justice, which opens every 
morning, the sabbath excepted, (Friday) at eight 
o'clock, and continues open till twelve, when he 
retires to dinner ; after which, a short time is de- 
voted to sleep, and the remainder of the afternoon 
to various arrang^ements in the state. The con- 
SHiils of foreign nations are generally received at 
sevea in the morning, in the ball o{ audience* 
There are very few women kept in his Highnesses 
harem, one of them is called his wife, but they 
have not cohabited for many years, nor has she any 
children by him. 

The Bey is supreme magistrate and judge ia 
his own dominions ;^ he passes a considerable part ' 
of each day in the hall of justice, and constant 
habits of observation have made him such a phy- 
siognomist, that where self-interest does not inter-- 
fere, his judgment has seldom been known to err. 
I<t 4S highly interestiflg to those Europeans who 
visit £1 Qardo, to see the crowds that constantly 
resort to the tribunal of his Highness, for the easiest 
ac<^ss is afforded not only to the highest, bat abo 
to the'lowest^ubject in the JR^eigency, whose t^Jn^Aff . 
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mitaery is patieatly heard; M^itbout the Hitervon- 
tion of la^ryers or attoraeyd, tihe Bey's decision w 
as quick in delivery as in execution, for on hearing 
the respective parties and examining the evidence 
on both sides, a sign of his hand, or indication of 
the head, only known to his own officers, denotes 
the punishment to be inflicted, whether it be 
death, bastinado, or imprisonment, and the 
aggrieved have, at least, the satisfiiction of imme* 
diate reparation, while this manner of executing 
the law, produces a most powerful sensation on 
ihe people : on the other hand, it ought to be 
recorded that Hamoud Pacha was never known 
to refuse a present from any of his suitors, and has 
even, in many instances, accepted a bribe from 
both parties; this happened very recently^ when 
a very ludicrous sipecimen of his Hi^ness's im- 
partiality took place. A horde of Bedouin Arabs 
came here to complain of their chief, and demand 
his recall : aware of their intention; the latter con- 
trived to arrive at El Bardo a few minutes bdbre 
his accusers, when he addressed the Bey nearly 
as follows : > ' 

*' Sublime Highness — in the discbarge ef my 
duty I ha^e only been actuated by a wish to pro- 
mote good^ order, and been necessarily severe in 
exact;ing the annual tribute ; thy subjects h^ve no 
other cause of complaint, ^although I lunderstmod 
they are about to accuse me before your Hi^ 
ness; Ihope your justice will protect .me s^nst 
tbeir malice, apd at Ihe «ame time I beg yottr 
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Sublime Highness to accept this small offering as 
a proof of inviolable attachment/' Thus ending, 
he placed a purse containing ten thousaiid' piastres 
before his master, who observed : *' Well, well, 
give the money to Mariano, and let lis hear whsEt 
these fellows have to say for themselves." At th-att 
moment about fifty of them rushed into the hall, 
and roaring out their complaints all together, im- 
plored his Highness to place a less tyrannical 
governor over them, and supporting their request 
with another ten thousand piastres, '•* Well, well/' 
observed the Bey, " give Mariano the money, and 
immediate justice shall be done/* Then calling 
the whole patty around the seat upon which he 
was seated, he addressed them in this laconic 
way : •* My friends, I was fully aware of the 
justice of your complaints, and have most severely 
reprimaiided that man, who has sworn upon the 
head of our holy prophet, that he will in future 
behave better to you, and endeavour to merit 
your esteem ; take him, tiierefore, to your hearts,' 
and be likewise good to him ; and as fof you, 
turning to the chief, let it be known to all thesie 
people, that if the smallest complaints is again 
made against your administration, your head will 
pay the forfeiture of your promise/' When his 
Highness concluded, they all retired perfectly 
satisfied, and vociferating the most lavish praises 
on their kind and beneficent master. 

Hamoud, though of a severe and fprbiddiiig 
countenance in public,' is said to be extrenaely 
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fak^etiDiis and familiar in private : his jokes, lik« 
thoi^ of Nero, are, however, of a eruel description ; 
this was exemplified on one occs^ion sioce^my 
residence in Tunis, when a boy was brought be-* . 
ftre him, who complained that a Turk had naada a 
brutal assault on him ; the latter being unable to 
justifj^himself, was sentenced to receive one thou*- 
sand bastinadoes, and the boy five hundred. A 
general expression of surprize being manifested by 
those {M'esent, at the singularity of punkhing the 
boy, his Highness thought proper to give them 
this explanation : *' The man/* said his Ilighn^s, 
*' deserves the punishment awarded for the enormity 
of his offence, and the boy for having been found 
in -such bad company."* 

On another occasion there was a Bedouin who. 
hadahen, andhis peigh'bour had several eggs which 
he was desirous of getting hatched ; they accord- ^ 
ingly agreed that the lien should hatch them, and 
the brood-to be afterwards equally divided ; but it, 
unfortunately happened, that thirteen chictenswere . 
brought forth. Sanguinary contests have often ori- 
ginated in trifles. It is no. wonder that each of the 
Arabs contended who should have the odd chicken : 
this could not be, decided on between tliem ; and, 
trifling as the matter, may appear, they actually 
took the hen and her brood before iiis Highness, 



* The punishment of this crime, though rare, need not be 
Svottdered at, forJct.it be rocollected, that in Barbary, as in othet 
countfifs, those who msd^e laws, ♦ery frequently bre^k thmi ais^.- 
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who bad no sooner heard the story, tbi^ he Jient 
for his cook, to whom the whole fi^miJy weie 
delivered, and <H!dering the litigious Arabs^ to 
receive fifty bastinadoes each^ significantly ob- 
served, ^' You will henceforward know the cono^ 
quence of disputing about trifles !'' 

The ca*emony observed whenever his Highnesi^ 
proceeds either to the ball of audience or of justice, 
has been considered very striking and grand : a 
body guard of six remarkably stout men^ selected 
for the purpose, and. dressed very superbly in the 
Turkish style, having staffs in their hands, walk 
before and on each side, the .one in front ballow- 
^ing as loud as possible, in the Turkish language, 
" Long live our Prince ! health to our sov^^gn ! 
&c/' which vociferation continues till the Bey is 
seated on his throne. In summing up Hamoud 
Pacha*s character, I have only further to observe, 
that in the choice of his ministers and favourites 
he has always shown a marked disri^ard to talents 
-.and virtue; the whole of them, without any. ex- 
ception, being -principally distinguished for the 
enormity and extent of their vices. 

Without attempting to detain you by a detailed 
account of all the people who fill oj£ces of trust 
in the government, which w-Ould be no more, than 
a repetition of what you read in the biographical 
sketches T>f Twpoly, it will» I hope, be quitiB suf-' 
ficient, merely to notice those whq occupy the 
principal situations under his Highness ; these 
will be alluded to in anotheir part of the work. 
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At Jlrescnt I think it timeto^all yoiir attenticiii 
to the foreign relations of Tunis. To begin with 
her nearest neighbours, Tripoly and Algiers.—* 
With the former no rivalry has existed for many 
years ; the two states are consequently upon the 
best possible terms, and a mutual intercourse of 
commercial and other friendly offices are conti- 
nually encouraged. This arises more from' the ira- 
.becility of the Tripoline government than a want 
of inclination : for the possession of Jerbi has 
ever been an object of the warmest solicitude both 
with them and the AJgerines. The above men- 
tioned causes render it probable' that Tunis will 
kmg remain on terms of amity with their Tripo- 
line friends. On the side of Algiers the case 
standsfar otherwise ; for it appears that nothing 
Jtes'than their subjugation is aimed at by that 
ikarauding; state : but such an event would 
be highly dangerous to the commercial and poli- 
tfeial interests of the European powers, as the pre- 
ponderance of Algiers is already too great. Nature 
appears to have established a jealousy amounting 
to hatred between these two countries ; and there 
has not been a revolution, or civil broil, here since 
the daj^s of the elder Barbarossa, which was not 
attributed to the intrigues of Algiers, and in a 
great many they have borne the principal share. 
This desire of domineering over thfe Tunisians rtiav 
have originated, in some degree, from the circum- 
stance of the latter having so very frequently 
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ofAlei the AJgerioes.^ tfaeir aid whenjig^toted by 
GOjQlgendiDg.^.(to|}6; w expepkoentliighiy dai^erw, 
ous in itself, aod which has oftQn{>rov6diittal tp i^fae 
liberty of a country. Their warlike and eater- 
prizing disposition rooider them a foraridabio^ 
~ enemy ; and daring Jate years^ such is the iocrcatte; 
of naval and :military resources on their side, that/ 
the worst consequences may be apprehended on 
the part of Tu nis. The avarice of his Highness ope- \ 
rat^s probably as the chief reason of bis ii9tcon^> 
senting to pay the annual tribute, as stipu}at6d::%?i 
Ibrairu Shereef, which claim thc^y h&ve never relin^r 
quisbed : this is the plea of a constant war; anA$ 
if it produces no other eflFect than that of keepkig . 
up a spirit of military ardor and pTOw««s, ' ther.e 
cannot result mudi harm from it; if,:hoiKreFiM%> 
the Algerines once get the upper hand,. they might, 
organise a very formidable force in the course blE a: 
short period. It is for more refined poUtiet«nSv^to 
reflect on the probable consequences of s^ch am 
event: at present they are far more powerful^v 
both in resources and talents, thsm the Tunisians. 

At Tunis the American nation and consul anfc> 
respected in proportion to the number, of presents * 
given, or extent of commerce ^ith that country; 
if these happen to diminish, his Highnesses firiend^. 
shipceasefe; and in proportion to their ittereafifi' 
and magnitude, so does the Americaflcotasarret^^ 
turn into favour. 

The Danes and Swedes pay an annual tribute^ 
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Iwt tiA» liM^faflrv'e omi ued for some yeai«, owing t0: 
the 9tate of Euiro^) ^<icl toth^ dependelice of tfaos^ 
two pometB an tfa>e will of Buonaparte. 

Sp&in has been at peace with his Highness for 
amhy3^ar$: he fin^s it hi* interest to encourage 
a commercial -interTJourse with that nation. With 
the Portugoese he afSects to be at war, although 
the appearance of a small British squadron would 
be*more than sufficien^t to induce his acceding to 
tbemo«t favourable terms for that state. It is 
indeed truly singular that, after recent events^ 
nothing has been done by our government, in the- 
way of reconciling these people to our Portuguese ^ 

ai'iies* ' ' » 

With the unfortunate people of Sicily and Sar? 
dinia, T'^i^has long been in a state of open and 
iaveterateiEostility. The manner in which it is 
conducted is treated > of in another place ; oil 
this occasion I shall only obs^ve, that I trust the 
<fey is B^t very remote, when humanity may not 
OBly have to triumph in the liberatioa of all the 
Christian slaves in Barbary, but see an end fo|: //* ./ 
ever put to an heart-rending and barbaroq^ prac- • / 
tice. It is ^ a singular fact, that since the French ^z^-^\ 
have entered ^Naples< no captives or prizes hav^ 
been taken from that territQry^ while unceasing war 
has been carried on against Siqily and Sardiuia, );he 
allied of Great Britain. 

It now remains for me to say a few words upon 
the relative situation of Tuni? with the two great 
belligerents, England and France. |.J^e fi£|t^to , 

VOL. n . - 5 V ^^ 
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observe thftt,owiiig^to ptpxitnttyof &ituatioa«iLQd to 

more abundant iBeaQi of coasiderab^y UAijl^veUiqg 

thii^ various articles of import required here, the 

'friendskip of t lie latter pawer haae ver beei) irK>9t«edu- 

lou^ly cultivated, .aB4 Fcapeh su^ects have beea 

treated with a marked degree of partiUity never esi- 

teoded to tboseof any other nation : the great numbfr 

settled in the Regency » w ho have formed domestic 

relations, and acquired the language, have now 

become in some degree nect^ssaiy to the T^Wiisiao^; 

jBor can this preference ever be removed till BritMih 

4iufajects are encouraged to settle in the countrj^, 

wit^ advantages similar to those of the most §t^ 

voured nations, as stipulated id the twenty*fi>ur^ 

article of the treaty.^ There are many instances 

en record to prove that the ccmtniry M fi^qtt!^^ 
been the case; butof late his Highness k^ <;lia^^ 
bis opinion, and Aeem& desirous that (t few ^rijkisli 
bouses should be established in this' city, .{a.^ 
political point of view, nothing ctn^ ea^ce^^. tt|9 
j^rebensions and jealousy entfrtained .by Mm 
natives of this country towaidi Fraoe^.t this is 
much heightened by a very old prophecy exisjtiog 
. ' ^ * amon^t them, which declares that jBarbory w ill yet 
be conquered by that nation. .Even in a. less snp^* 
stitious country, sqch an jttiiires^ion, jbqwever 
absurd, would not be without ita effect; b^therai^ 
is po werfu lly strengthened hy the g^ieiral coi^ii?^ 
and inordinate ambition .of Byod^parte. . -9^ 



Should the fotute dMtmiiifi of Fi^me ereteik* 
ablf its governofiaftt to intade this part of Afliim, 
there is not the smallest doiibt of their doing mo ; 
for to them^ who artunaiWe to preserve their In- 
dia^^ colonies^ what a moaaedtous object would it 
not be, to find in this prolific soil all the HiMt 
necessary productions of the East and West Indies, 
without theil* distance, and Often fatal, climate ? 
That they Would readily find these resources 
in northern Afirica, no poison who has visited, 
the-country dan deny* Under circamstanoes^: tik^ 
the fijregciiig, of the truth of which ther Biey tiS 
Tunis is folly conrinded, he^ cannot but conftidi»( 
Ehglbnd as^he only power, who, fitnn heb narid 
and military preponderance, would, jn cas^ of ne^ 
le^sfty, he capsdble of either epth^ely prt^v^ntit^g <a 
aeeelerating his ruin; consequently we have a 
right to expect, asid possess his unlimited caii^ 
fidence. There is, however, a fktality attendilig 
hts' Highness in the choice of fiends : although 
conscious that Great Britain is his only bairri^ 
i^ainst the com^nfotl enemy of iQankind, yet^ for 
the sake of increasing his wealth, by the imaginary 
advantages to be derived froiif an extensive cbih^ 
mercinl intercoursfe with the continent, he- has 
given the greatest encouragement to the Fi*ench> 
nation; while, notwithstanding the important obtP** 
gatidns due id England, every thing ih his system: 
of policy has beett calculated to irritate us. In. 
order to prove the veracity of this i^mark, I nee(i 
only repeat the circumstance of suffering the ports 

s2 
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of Tunis to become receptacles for French pri- 
vateeiis ; the innumerable difficulties continually 
thrown in the way of the few British merchants 
who come here with a y\^^ to transact business. 
Or in the hope of settling themselves ;* the per- 
^ mission given to the French consul to coridema 
English prizes to an immense amount in the Re- 
gency ; and above all, his unpardonable effrontery, 
in continuing at war with Portugal, Sicily, and 
Sardinia ; three powers which have made Common, 
MFn cause with usiagainst the continental tyrant, who, 
/jLLLJ) ^^ the event of his schemes being realized, wqutd 
J\i modt certainly invad^ this country: To thesp fla-. 

'^ grant derelictions of moral and political duty in 
^ijMf^ iL *^^ ^^y ^^ Tunis might be added many others of 
^/ J\^ SL minor description,, although equally calculated 

u/)f)M ri^ to prove a total disregard not only of his best in* 
i-L • rr\ terests, btit of the law of nations. These violations 
liave been frequently represented to bis Higboess, 
V^^ * itx the hope that he would adopt a more equitable^ 
J^J iiveuar line of policy towards his only rea. friends, the Eirg- 
• i f ^ /lish : in that hope, however, the public are conti- 
JX"^^^ pletely disappointed ; -and, after having acted with 
. /ii:^Hu^ impunity for so long a period, it need not surprise 

^(ftiU ..- • — _— __ 

^, * Mr. Consul Oglander will, doubtless, bear ample testimony 
' ^to the truth of these assertions, as also every other subject of 
yii' his Majesty 'who has erer passed ten days in this capital ; par* 
/^ tkulatly two luerchauts of Malta, Messrs. Bell aud Wc^, wio, 
jt J V* V. ' ^^'^IS to the B«y's injustice, have sustained ^reat losses, Tbeit 
more active enemies, have^ however, been the Zapat^tpa fo&d 
Mariano* '^ 
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the Bey^ that a pecson deeply interested for the 
general iaterests o£ society, and who has given 
him unequivocal proofs of good- will,.. in tl\e hope 
of a change in his conduct towards Great Britain, 
should have made this exposure, as the only meaps 
of exciting that degree of atteiltion which the im- 
portance of the subject deserves : — nor have 1 any 
doubt, but that when the state of European poli- 
tics admits of our attending more closely to the 
coacerns of Barbary, the result will be a3 favour- 
able to the interests of those powers as to our- 
selves ; for at present they have entirely mistakj^n 
the paths which lead either to glory or opulence, 
by persisting in a system which must insure the 
detestation of Europe, and finally rou^e our deep- 
est indignation* * ' 

I regret that it has not been possible to procure • 
a copy of the treaty between France and has 
Highness: it was revised in 1803, at which tinae 
several secret articles, injurious to the British in- 
terest, arq said to have been added. All that could 
be collected on that and some other i^ubjects con- 
nected with French trade and influence here, is 
contained in the following extract of a letter 
written by a person long resident in the Regency, 
and which may be implicitly relied upon. 

" The treaty between France and Tunis, revised 
in 1803 by Mr. Duvois, stipulates, that all vessels 
l)eanng the French flag are to be received in the 
ports of his Highness the Bey; their wants of 
^ery kind to be supplied, either of warlike stores 
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or pToyisiGHis, without, being Subject to pd^ anjr 
dtttios mrhatever for the SMQe4 Another article 
declares^ that prises of aay nation, captured by 
Frearb vessels of war or privateers, ; may be ^con* 
deiDiied by the eenstrlof that nationvand tfaen4old 
in th^ Regeticy* ^ 

, '* The saipe treaty coiitaliiA anotheir article, au- 
thori^ingto all the aubjects of France resident ii> 
tlie Bey's domiatona, the wines and spirit. requisite 
fbr their particular wants; a privilege never granted 
to any other nation : in feet, it fs not. without very 
jgns9X difficulty that the British Consul is ; enabled 
to import a aufficieney of these articles for the usa 
of his ow« establishment; Of the many vessels^ 
brougbt in here .during the present war, his High^ 
nt6B is known to have bought five. Those ^ap* 
teiied by privateers alone, within the last three 
years, have exceeded one hundred ; the propor*^ 
tion of their, proceeds . remitted to France,. inde4 
pendeot of what wa^ 8o!d at Tunis, is computed^ 
at one million of Spanish dollars/ There havq beei| 
£or about four years past, on an average, fifteen 
French privateer>sistationed on the coast of Tunisi 
H) 1810 thirty rtwb arn)ed vessels trailed irom Ge^ 
90a ; they made 4 jgreat number of. valuable cap* 
tures, nearly l^e wholi^ of which were condemiied 
mnd sold in this Regency^ Many of them were at 
different times supplied with warlike stores, not 
•XfCepting powder, cannon, land shot : the wholf 
^ them rendezvoused either here or at Bizertn^i 
#nd iseveuai iltigjrant breaches ^ of neulTality yy&m 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



commrtted by:jiiti)y t>f tbem. Amon^ the nsstyi 
one it of too barefaeed a nature to be omitted in 
thid place, as it tends to illustrate an uncoofiBioir 
degree of iniquity on both sidest. A brig under 
English colours, the master and erew of "which met^y 
chiefly foreigners^ sailed from Malta for Londbn' 
without convoy, having a valuable cargo on board, 
which was, as usual) insured considerably beyond' 
its oliginal cost ; the master, however, for n^sons^ 
O^ kiK>wn to himself put in here, wh«-e ,there 
^was an enemy's privateer lying : he soon becan»^ 
acquainted with her captain, and an agreement 
Was made that the privateer shouM go out a few 
hours before the brig, which was to follow, and 
suffer heiBelf to be taken : this actually took plac^ 
off Cape Farina, and she was immediately aift^ 
iokJ at Tunis. Although this is a notorious feet 
here, yet the injured parties at Malta have never 
lieen enabled to procure the necessary docufiiefitej 
owing t<3 thiB desire of those about the Bey td 
Iteep the matter secret. 

" Amoiig the ai^ticles of commerce expofted from 
this to France, a ^^ea^ many cargoes of Siciliak 
sulphur have been sent. This commodity, so ne^ 
cessary to a nation at war, although sold y^^ 
cheap in Sicily, has always yielded an immense 
profit at Genoa and Marseilles. - 

** Wbenever any French prisonertj ate ^jent hens 
^joi Malta, Ah^ the purpose of going to France^ 
4!irteare cartels hired by their cdnsut to convey 
them ; ^hese iievet sail without large qiiantities of 
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plate, jewels, and money, the property of Brench 
subjects settled here^ or proclu.ce of English prizes 
jpoBdemned by the consuls • .; 

'* The government of France has long established 
a regular system of espion^e in the Regency ; there 
ate at the capital, and scattered about in various 
towns, inferior agents, under .the managenoient oft 
and p^id by the French consul here: their object is 
to make themselves minutely acquainted withavery 
thing relative to politics or commerce that is goii^ 
on in the Regency : this is communicated t^ the 
principal, who transmits, it to the minister for 
foreign affairs at Paris. The transactions' of the 
respective consulates are by these means well 
known to the French government. With respect 
to th^ British consul's house^ in particular^ iher^ 
are people employed iii it who report every thing 
that occurs to the French consul. There is a con- 
stant intercourse between Tunis and Tabarca^ 
where a Very intelligent and. active .^ent is em- 
ployed, &s well to give information as superintend 
the coral fishery there ; he is idso en;iployed to 
poison the nainds of the inhabitants against the 
British. 

"At Bizerta there are visually four or five prit 
Vateers at anch6r ; these have always some of their 
people stationed on the heights near the town, ill 
order to look out for any vessels passing by at sea; 
when discovered, a, signal is made, and. th,e pri- 
Vateers go in pursuit of them. Several prizes Mv© 
heen made in this way: the same"- practice has 
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been resorted to at Zimbra, a smalF island west of 
Cape Bon^ although withiti the line of neutrality 
established in 1794.* Many of the evils caused 
to our interests at Tunis are derived from the want 
of keeping more cruizers on the coast ;- and tfcose 
which havebeen stationed nearthe Regency scarcely 
ever anchoring in the bays and harbours, by which 
the enemy wbuld soon be extirpated. It has been 
in the absence of ships of war that all the injuries 
d«me t4i our commercial or political relations have 
•taken place: a few brigs of war, stationed be- 
tween Portb Farina and Cape Bon, would have, 
in a few weeks, annihilated the French trade oF 
this city. There never has, however, . been a 
single vessel there, except those who might 
have passed accidentally. Independently of the 
advantages we t^hould derive from sending men of. 
war more frequently into the -ports of his High- 
Bess by their imposing effect, it ought to be re- 
membered, that vessels on a long cruize require 
that their crew should be refreshed ; and in what 
f^art of the Mediterranean can that be done so 
easily as in Tunis : a prejudice relative to qua- 
rantine has prevented many captains from call- 
ing in here occasionally : nothing can be more 
absurd, for this country is well known to be, in 
general, more healthy than Sicily or Aialta.** 

I have already observed, that our treaties with 
'the Barbary poVers are in want oi complet - revi- 



* See Appendix:. 

/ - 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



966 I^iTTERS PROM tHC MEDITERRAKEAN. 

sibn ; being inadequate, in almost every respect, 
for the purposes of a successful intercourse with 
them. It would be of the greatest importance, to 
»ew model the whole of them, an4 specify more 
nxintftely the privileges which English subjectsrare 
tb have in future. Th^ necfessit^ of making ^me 
provision for our allies, is also too obvious' to re- 
quire any argument. The conclusion of a general 
peace suggests itself as the most proper period for 
a definitive arrangement of these matters; but 
should the war continue, bur interetsts demand 
that existing grievances should be remedied. - In 
that case, the supplies of every kind which we 
have hitherto obtained with so much difficulty^ 
will Be cheaper and niore abundant ; particularly^ 
wheat, lipon which his Highness has imposed a 
most exorbitant tax for the permission* to export 



* This is called a Teskera, and mast be procvced at Q 
Bardo befpr^ any arlicle whatever of commerce is exported; its 
price depends on the will or caprice of the Bey lind bis minister, 
ivfao g^enerally make it beyond that of the article' tb be exported: 
lor instance^ a Teskera ibr wheat, the market-price of which b 
only forty-fiTe piastres the caffiaso, is fifty piastres per caffizo; 
barley, generally sold at twenty-four piastres per caffizo, pays 
twenty piastres ; oil and soap pay in a similar proportion, as also 
horses, mules, and rattle of every description. Until the Tes- 
kera is done away with by the stipulations of a treaty, there can 
be n6 inducement for any British merchants lo trade with this ' 
country ; those pf France do« notwithstanding all tlie restricticMis 
that are laid upon them* 

The revenues of his Highness,, although um^rtainin their pro- 
ixLOtt ma^ h^xt be ranged under the follioiwing hieads> vis. tax on the 
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it* The exportation of cattle has ' b^n refused (m 

a plea that there was a scarcity of them in the ' 

Regency: than which nothing can be more untrue. 

Mules and horses Jiave been withheld for similar 

reasons : these might be got with facility, without 

materially affecting th^ country. Another most im-n 

portantsubject would naturally occupy theattention 

of any person who might be sent to this country for 

the purpose of revising,, or rathJ^r new modelling,* 

our treaties with it: I allude t6 the abolition ot 

Christian slavery; th^ continuance of which iy ^Qo^ajk/^ 

highly disgraceful to the European powers, partw ji^j^^/i/lxJ 

culiirly Great Britain and France, in whose power 

it is, ^t any time, to remove the evil. As much 

has been said on t,his sad topic elsewhere, I shall 

conclude this part of my subject with an assurance 

of having advanced nothiijg relative to the politics 

of this place which is not drawn from the most 

authentic^sources. I have also to express a hope 

tfiat the facts thus brought together will be found 

of sufficient iniportance to attract the attention of 

statesmen, and not be devoid of amusement to the Cl 

public* 

iixponatioa of wheat, barley, and aU other articles of export ; ditt^^ 
CD the ^iflerent tribes of Bedoain Arabs ; farmiBg of the Btzerta j /i 
<sheiy ; .tax oo the charcoal manufacturers ; on sellers of wool'; nji^/ty^ 
on the monopoly of hides, and wax : presents, u e» bribes, fttnh ^ /^ 
the French and other merchanU settled in Tunis ; large presj^ter U^^^^Ml^ 
from the diff(^nt dationsi>f Barope» plunder of his cmtai»^ /y^;^ 
filaves, fce. &e. ^ nitjf^*^ 

♦ The elegaiit^and enli^tened Le fiage, author rf js Twgh^^ /^/ 
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' interesting work, the << Atlas Historique," &c. |>ablisiied at . 
Paris in 1805^ has summed up the history and character of these 
people in a manner which cannot be read witU'too much atten« 
tion, or too frequently repeated : — " Les noureaut maitres de 
TAfrique se divis^rent, se battirent, et s^affoiblirent, Fez, Ma- 
roc^ Algir> Tunis, Tripoli s'elev^rent sous> des dynasties difiig- 
rentes. Mais ce furent des camps tumuhueux p]ut6t que des 
Villes florissantes, ces peuples destructeurs par profession et par 
goiity avides de guerre et de bjigandage, mepris^rent les champs 
et coururent les mers ; ils infest^rent les c6t6s de la M^diterra- 
nie, aimani bien mieuz aller piller ou br^ler au loin les m<Hsson8 
Chr6tienAes, que de soigner et de recueiller les leurs. Eiifin aptis 
quelques si^cles d' une domination qui replongea ces belles et 
%rtiles contrees dans une barbarie complete, les Sarrasins furent 
subjugu^s par les Turcs, encore, plus barbares qu'eux : le Grand 
/ Seigneur ne pouvant conserver des conqu^tes aussi eloignees, 

. «^ >^ elles devinrent V appeinage de ses Lieutenans, qui vonlurent bien 

professer une independance k peu-pres nominale; alors prit nsds^ 
sance Texistence politique actuelle de la c6t^ de Barbarie ou 
le Dey est le tyran, la milice Turc le s^nat, et les habitants les 
* .• esclaves ; telle est Vimage de cet ensemble anarchique qui se 
gouverne tumultuairemeut, ne soigne point les terres» pirate les 
mers, se dit sajct du Grand Seigneur, et n' obeit a personne! 

Cependant le temp n'est pas loin peut-^tre ou ce beau pays 
rentrera dans le Sein de la Soci6t6 Europeenne; les grands 
ev^nements des nos jours ont familiarise nos id^es avec les grandes 
enteiprizes, et nous presentent comme aisees des choses crues 

"^ ^ jusqu*a ce moment difficiles on m^me impossibles. Qui pourroit 

apr^ PiuTasion de TEgypt soutenir que celle de Tunis et d*Algir 
seroit chimerique ? et cependant de quelle utiliiS ne seroit pas 
une acquisition jqui aneanteroit la Barbarie dans ce quartier de 
la terre^ procureroit la surete des mers, rendroit des greniers d 
V Europe, et des contrees d id civilizati^ ! ! /'* 

It is hardly necessary to point out who this eneigetic writer 
alludes to. 1 am, however, c<mTinced, that there are other no* 

^ ' -^ ' * tions of Europe which might coalesce, and prevent Fnmce from 
extending her long premeditate conquests in this quarter. 
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8*il est boa dt saToir employi^r les homines tela qu*i\B 60Bt> il 
▼ant beancoap ud&ax les reudre tels qu*on a besoin q^^ils 
soiemt.*' J. J. Rousseau* 



Geographical Notices — Valetta -r— Other Cities^ 
Towns^ Sfc. — Gozo-^Prodiictions and Manu^ 
factures-^-^Effects of British Occupation on the 
National Industry — Proposed Improvements in 
Agriculture — Climate-^Inhabitants and Popu- 
lation — Historical Sketch from the Christian 
"Era—Sieges-^Occupation hy the French— Im^- 
provident Capitulation of Valetta'-^Proposed 
Amelioration of t/ie Political State of the Island 
— State of Religion and of the Clergy — Public 
Education — Hospitals— Hints for further Im* 
provements. 

Malta, 1812. 
MY. PEAR FRIEND, 

HAYraG understood from your late London 
papers jkbat the British goTernment contemplate 
•dine wry important changes in the civil adminis- 
tration of this interestiiig island, the possession 
of which is so necessary to the consolidation of 
our power in the Mediterranean,' I have ooUected 
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some facts relative to its civil and political rela* 
tions, the result of an almost uninterrupted resi- 
dence here of thrpe years, and which, though dc- 
void of that classical elegance, and methodical ar- 
rangement, that belong exclusively to the moFe 
rejfined scholar, will, I trust, be calculated not 
only to affotd you information, but to assist your 
statesmen at home in forming a correct idea of 
the real state of Malta; while general inquirers 
amongst ,your friends will probably meet with a 
few remarks which have not been hitherto made. 
T|ie geographical situation of Malta has been so 
repeatedly described, that it will be only necessary 
to advert to a few particulars respecting it on the 
present occasion. The islaml's centre is situated 
in latitude 35"* 50' north, and 14** 12' east longi- 
tude, with a circumference . of sixty miles ; ex- 
clusive of Gozo, which is thirty miles round. 
The latter is separated from Malta by a deep and 
narrow channel ; in the centre of which there is a 
small island, called Corvino ; in which is al^o a creek 
where merchant vessels often take shelter, when 
unable, from contrary winds or other causes, tQ 
reach the port of Valetta, it beijng extremely secure 
from all winds. The largest men of war niay pass 
with perfect isafety between Malta and Gozo, and 
on either side of Coriii no, with the excq>tion of a 
sr^oal within a mile of the eastern extremity of the 
island, and a small rock considerably above wat&t 
on the south side called Fobeto^ Malta may be 
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ApprDacljied within pi3tol shot oa every part. The 
southern part is inaccessible, but towards the 
north there are several landing places. Valetta, 
the capital, and a magnijficent city, both in regard 
to the elegance of its buildings, and beautiful x^^ 
gularity of the streets, ri^es on the peninsula for-r 
merly called Gibel ^l Raa, and divides two of the 
finest harbours of Europe;?^ Marsa ftfuschetto orj 
the i^est, and the Grand Port towards the east. 
The iii^mense fortifications which surround Va- 
letta,' and its suburbs of Floriana, Victoriosai 
and Burmuloe, situated on the east side of the' 
Grand- Port, have long excited universal ac!mira7 '^ 

fcion, and render this part of the island ojje of the 
strongest military positions imaginable. It has, 
hqweveFj been observefl by several engineers, that 
the ;works are infinitely top complicated and ex»- *>j ' ^ 
tensive, considering the present political situation . * 

of Malta, and the probability that no power, into ^ 

wli066 haiidg it may fall, would ever be enabled . 
^'to keep a sufficient garrison for its defence against 
-a large army; for it is said, that in order to man 
tl>e lines properly, at least 30,000 mep would bp 
required. 

Al^ut eight miles to the westward of Yaletta,^ * ^' 

^there is a fifte bay, where St. Paul is said to have . 

lieeu shipwrecked, f now called after that apostl^. ^ ^ 

* The circumstance of Malta bein^ removed from Airica '. • 

intb Europe by an BngMsli act of parliament, is I90 wdl known / • ^\ 
to. ttipiire illnstratioa* «3f ^^ ^An,iJ/Op%A^^%jUi^^ A^^M^ 

t Vide the Acts, chap, xxrii. ^ J / , * -'/ $ , | 

.vat.ji. " T AwV lA^^vs. U^>^-9»^^ 
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This anchorage was much frequented during the 
blockade and siege of the capital in 1799 ; it is 
defended by several Mrong forts and towers. 
Marsa Scirocco, at the eastern end of the isiand^ 
Was also a rendezvous for our men <jf war at tlie 
above period; but cannot, any more than St. 
Paul's, be considered as an eligible place of shel- 
ter, except during the summer monthir. 

There are scatter^ dbout different parts of the in- 
terior; twenty-two casals^ or villages, and one city, 
\ CittaVechio^orNotabile, the ancient capital The 
V ' ^ latter, though thinly inhabited, is surrounded with 
a strong rampart, atid very agreeably situated. The 
^ Villages are extremely well built, and haye several 
l)kdiA'^tr^^^ churches, ba»des convents and consecrated 
flfU «pot8-TheyareaIl,how^er,destituteofpiQture8que 
/l^jJJ^STbeauty, which is not, in feet, to be found \n any 
:>^ ^JpfgnxX of the island. A Luogo Tenente, or civil 
>v ^4^J'gove^no^,' appointed by the civil commissioninv 
Yuh ^® placed over each casal to maintain order md 




regularityamongst the inhabitants. Tbes'e is akp 
\.>^i^|Viy^^ not unlike our parish priest, nomii- 

'^^P^ nated by the bishop, and who is a species of ^de- 
.j) siastical governor. ' 

^ ' ^1 -^ At a distance Malta presents nearly a plain 
L^^^ A surface, its highest part^ not exceeding 400 yards 

above the kvel of the sea.* Thie soil is formed 

Ta8S0 does not for^fet Malta ia his Jemsakmmei IdberaSa: 

Tripoli appar sul liBo; e'ncoAtra a questa 
Giac^ Malta fra V oade occulta e bassa."— Cawto 15. 
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H^ a^ reddish loamy mould, and ahboug^ it hais 
seldom more than from t^i to sixteen inches depth, 
tli^re are no productions of Europe, or of the "~ 
tropical climates hith^to tried, that bavp not 9111;- 
needed admirably. Sterility is(, indeed, sometimes 
occasioned by the prevalence of sonth^-east 
winds, known here by the appellation of Sciroccof 
but, generally speaking, they pass awa^ without 
doing any material iqjury to v^i&tation« 

Gozo is much more •productive, and eveo. 
better cultivated, thai) Malta. The Fungm Metu 
temisy which* grows on a rock close to that islapd, 
is well known to the met^cal world ; and some 
writeis lipoQ Malta assert, that there are rich 
veins of gold and iron to be found thete, 

Amidst various other productions peculisur 
to this island, there is a species of guqi found 
in many places, which is said to be an exqelj^nt 
substitute for cochineal, and many have informed 
me, that indigo has been sown her^ with -^ 
ptOBi success ; saffron is also abundant ifn tbafiy 
|>laces.* The staple commodity of the isleuid, ^ 
l»nd for which it has been celebrated fromv 



*.Not fox from St, Paurs Bay there are very extensive srt 
lilies, which were formerly a consid'erable source of profit to the 
order of Malta ; but in our time they have been much neglejcted^ 
There are some arrangemeats. on foot relative to them now^ 
which .promise a renewal of the old system _of farming theti^ 
out, and thereby adding to the revenue ; if left in the hands of 
the admimUtreawrii ikej cani never be of the Ie$tst public uti« 

iity. 

T 2 
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•" the remotest antiquity, is cotton : of this there 
j are two qualities, white and coloured ; both 
» are still cultivated to a certain extent, al- 
i though greatly depreciated in value by the intro- 
\ Auction of British and foreign manufactures. 
There are several private looms, employed all over 
the island, and at Citta Vechio a very extensive 
establishment is formed, and gives constant em* 
ployment to several hundred indigent females^ so 
' that every encouragement should be given to the 
only charitable institution outside the walls of 
Valetta. It is, however, said, that the mode of 
administering this, is. j?y no means unexception- 
able, and that independent of a wide departure 
from original rules,, a marked partiality is observed 
in the choice of those who are taken in. This 
circumstance, if true, is highly reprehensible, and 
rendered still more so when I state, that the place 
owes its foundation to the benevolence of an in-? 
dividual named Saura, after whom it is called^ 
Besides I the females tvho are provided for, there is. 
an ample provisioh made for several old men ; 
who, from extreme age or debility, are no longer 
enabled to live by the exertion of their industry^ 
When we consider that our arrival and continu- 
ance here has nearly annihilated a source of na- 
tional wealth, which had for ages been the prin^ 
cipal support of the whole population, and yielded 
a very considerable revenue to the government, 
it is but just that an equivalent should be madft 
to the sufferers. It will, perhaps, be said, tba^ 
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tlie iibpuUe created by the extended commerce 
of the islaod to public industry, has fully com- 
pensated the natives for their loss in the suspen- 
sion of the cotton manufactory, and its cultiva- 
tion ; but a slight inquiry has proved the con- 
trary to be the case> and there is not a <2ultivator 
of that article in Malta, who does not positively 
assett, that where a hundred hands were employed 
formerly, he cannot give. occupation to ten now; 
whereas, the nutnber of Maltese seamen has di- 
minished very mUcb since the Order's time, and 
the only resource provided by commerce for the 
labouring poor, consists chiefly of porterage, an* 
employment as warehousemen in the capital. The ^ 
cotton made into thread, stuffs^ and canvas, was, 
during, the days of its prosperity, principally 
exported to Spain, Marseilles, and the Adriatic ; 
it is now confined to Sicily. Considerable quan- 
tities are, however, consumed in the island, as it 
forms the chief clothing of both mea and women 
IB the lower walks of life^ 

The plant, after yielding the cotton, is given to 
cattle of every kind, and considered as very nutri- 
tious. As the soil is so highly feivorable to the 
growth x>f cotton, maqy persons here entertain a 
doubt, as to the propriety of making it give place I 
to any other production : those who are deeply j 
versed in the island's domestic economy can solye [ 
the problem ; but should it be thought expe- : 
dient to adopt another mode of giving employ- j 
ment to the lower classes, an abundant and 
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proiitdble field is opeti in the cQltivation of waste 
lahd, oF which one-third of the island is com^ 
pt>sedi The increased growth of wheat and 
barley, and introduction of Various plants, trees, 
|£<*.j have been repeatedly suggested, yet it 
Will, perhai38, excite surprisJe to say, that agricul- 
ture hasi experienced little or no improvement 
since the arrival of the British. Such id, how-, 
evep^ the feet; and notwithstanding the very 
laudable efforts of the late civil commissioner,* 
who not only set the example himself, but. esta- 
blished a public 'garden at' every villager in th6 
ifislatid^ no effectual advancement is yet visible. 
I Rave been confirmed in this' opinion by the 
pbseh^ations of an English gardener, who has 
tived at Malta for several years, and informed me 
that the gardens established by Sir A. Ball, have 
been of no use whatever, owing to his having 
tonfided their care and cultivation to the Luog6 
Teneniii persons totally ignorant of agricultural 
amprovementf pr^udiced in favor of old customs^ 
«md abov€ all, more anxious to derive personal 
advantage from the charge, than to fulfil the ^o^ 
Vernor*s original design, which was that of making 
^betn accessible to the public^ and providing the 
fermers with plants^ seeds^ ftnd shrubs, gtatui* 
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.^ "Whal^BTer Sir JL Biiirs talents for gpvemmeni might htcn^ 
^ 1ieeb> tliei^ it nb pdrson who knew bis Excellency, that will not 
jojrfikdy Wt testiinmiy to the manj private virtii^ wliveti 
i^iiiea hk vhaurHcteFk 
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tously. In a place like this, where the, people; ^m^ 
are several centuries behind us in the scientific y^^<^ 
and mechanical branches of agriculture, it would A/yxt 
surely be 'an important benefit to the community, ^^-.y -; 
to have something like an association formed, Jf/p^C^;^ 
that might inspect and propose agricultural im- ] ^^'-^ 
provements, and premiums also, which, given in | 7 
this way, are never more profitably bestowed, It /JU^ 
is scarcely necessary to repeat the long established y ^ 
9iul important truth, that the government ought /^^^^ 
to take und'er its particular protection, an art» 
fit>m the successful attention to whiph, are de- 
rived the riches of every country . / 
Amongst those changes which it is universglly 
supposed would be highly beneficial to the island, ' 
it has been suggested, that the introduction of 
olive trees round the fields, and the Zante currant 
on the walls, would produce that effect, and in add- 
ijQg to the national wealth, produce a degree of 
picturesque beauty of which the island is now 
entireiy destitute* 

Upon the exquisite flavour of the various i 
firuits* of Malta, and its justly celebr$ited. honey, | 
it is unnecessary* to sny any thing here, as they j 
have often been the themie of travellers ;* but 
it vnay be added, that another source of , 
industry also presents itself in the fishery, for I 
although the coast of this island is not v«y 
well stocked with fish, which article is sold 
at an enonnouftly high price, yet it might be 
imported in any quantity from the coast of Sidlyt^j^t/i 
<Nr L^mpadttia, if that islud was cqIoiumL At [ } 
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present the toonopoly of the fish market is k 
subject of universal complaint ; and as a proof of 
the want of compulsory regulations in this de- 
partment of civil police, it will be only necesiiary 
fo state, that when ah over abundant supply' of 
fish is' taken, a part of it is destroyed to keep the 
price up! This is an authenticated, though 
almost incredible fact. ' 

The climate of thii ibland is Uncommonly salu- 
brious, owing perhaps, in ^ great "measure, to its 
Surface being ventilated, for nearly three-fourths of 
the y^ar, with Westerly winds, and to there being 
«io swamps or marshy ground, the cause of so 
rhuch disease ih Sicily; these and the peculiarity 
of the soil, may also account for the non-existence 
of atiy venomous animals, so abundant in the 
neighbouring countries. St. Paul has, however, the 
merit of having driven every kind of poisonou§ 
rfeptile oui of Malta, soon after his arrival. Per- 
sons of consumptive habits have very erroneously 
chosen this as a place in which they might be 
liiely to re(iovef ; bul there is, 1 believe, no instance 
upon record, of any valetudinarian having derived' 
the least benefit from a sejour here: in fact, no 
convalescent should think of Malta, while he can 
have recourse to the air of several parts of Sidlyi 
the Moroa, or Thnife, as the suddeh and frequent 
transition^ from heat to cold,' and vice verm, have 
Iv^a^s been found extremely unwholesome to 
weak constituttohs. Indeed, whilst speaking of 
the climate of Malta, I think it of the utmost 
m'pcrtatlce, to guard parents who come here 
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from Ertgland againM briflgitig young children with 
them, as it has be^n attended with very fatal 
tonsequeDces. The air of this pkce is by no 
means calculated for children under six or seven 
years of age; but in those cases where maternal ten- ^ 
dern^s will not admit of a separation, mothers 
would do. well to superintend the regiriien of their 
own offspring, and to avoid giving them too much 
fruit. 

The inhabitants are femarkably strong and 
healthy, generally living to an advanced age ; they 
are also capable of supporting the most excessive 
labour aiid fatigue, particularly when employed 
in boats; and the velocity with which a calissieri 
li^companies . his calisse^ the favorite vehicle of 
Malta, has always surprized strail^ers. From the 
most exact enumeration lately taten, the popula- 
tion of both thi6 island and Gozo is not supposed 
to exceed ninety, three thousand; that of Valetta 
alone is about fifty thousand, of whom, at least 
85,000 are said to be foreigners. If an iricrease of 
population is the criterion of improvement in any 
liountry, Malta has nothing to boast of during the 
fest ten years ; although some assert that a consi- 
derable addition has been made : but others, and* ^ 
persons whose opinions afe entitled to the utmost j 
Credit, think very diflFerently, and insist that the 1 
immense number of strangers who have been perp ' 
mitted to domiciliate in the' island, have absorbed [ 
io much of its capital and resources, as to preclude ; 
tfee possibility of. an increased population, which 
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I naturally d^pesKb on a free and unreatrained exer^ 
' tion of the najtiooal iadustry« It seems certaii^ 
that in an island with its means so very lifted as 
thifi, strangers should be obliged to pay hand* 
somely towards the public burthens for a pernua*. 
aion to settle, and withal be confined to a very, 
small number; but this subject will be^ more 
amply illustrated hereafter. 

Previous to entering into any detail relative t^ 
the public institutions of Malta ; J shall offer you, 
as a necessary introduction, a concise state* 
ment of the most remarkable events of its history 
since the christian sgra, leaving those of r^Boter 
antiquity to other and abl^ bands. 
I Soon after the shipwreck of St* PauU which 
I occurred A. D. dS, Malta, subject to the incessant 
I political changes of that period, was transferred 
from the western to the eastern empire, a part of 
which it continued for above 370 years, till4nvaded 
by the Goths in 500, who remained only thirty* 
I seven years^ and were driven out by the yictorioiis^ 
^ : arms of Belisarius, in the reign of Justinian. On 
'the total decline of the eastern empire^ when thp 
j Saracens penetrated into Africa, one of their chiefs 
passed over here, A. D. 870, wd soon reduced the 
inhabitants, to obedience. The Saracens were not 
however firmly established, till a second aad ma» 
formidable expedition waasent agfiinst thet island in 
904,afterwhich these ferociousconquerorsremained 
in quiet possession for SSO years, till 1090, at which 
period thefamou9Ru^iefQ,of Normandy,liberateci 
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Sicily ^from the Saracenic yoke, and immediatdy / 
after t^pelled them irom this kiland, which waa 
made tributafy lo the new sovereign of the two \ 
Sicilies, and continued as a feudal grant from his ^ 
successors to a great variety of proprietory, till the 
memorable epoch of its occupation by the Knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem ; who, having been forced 
by Solyman the Second to abandon Rhodes, 
where they had successfully defended the cause 
of Christianity for 213 years, the munificence of 
Chsurles the Fifth enabled them to become a still 
more powerful barrier to the Turks, liy granting 
this place and Tripoly in perpetuity to their Order, 
to be held, however, as a feud of Sicily, without 
any other acknowledgment than that of annually 
presenting a felcon to the viceroy or sovereign of 
that island in the capital, Palermo. Although the 
offer of Charles Was made in 1596, the OrTler did 
not leave Rhc^les till 1530, when, under their 
celebrated Grand Master Vitliers,* they disem<» 
barked here, and wete destined shortly to outrival 
aH their forannr heroism, as every eftbrt continued 
to be made by the generals of Soliman, Dragut 
Rais, Sinan.Basba, and the two Barbatossas, to 

. ■ ■ ' I " I in ,■ ■ ■! [ I II I null , I r . 1 ii HU i M. I I » M il 

^ An bistorian of Sicily, in speakiag of this great man, who 
hsA acqaked a«eh glotj in tha defaaoe of Rhodes «gaM)st aevenl | 
most formi4ahl^ attacks^ obaanres, *^ Recasi Tannd 1534 come 
.I'ultimo di quelF Eroc che sa rese degno di aver scolpite sulla, 
sua tomba i diemorandi ditti. 

^^ Riposa ^i jia Tirtu tincitiice della sorta !" • • 
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dispossess them. Several attacks were made both 
on Gozo and Malta ; and besides an immense 
number of the inhabitants who were carried off^ 
Tfipoly was wrested from them in 1551 by Sinan 
Basha, who had previously attempted, but in vain, 
to reduce Citta Notabile, at that time the i&trongest- 
position in the island. ' 

, The incalculable importance of Malta in those 
I days does not appear to have been completely 
I proved till the year 1565, when Mustapha, the 
general of Soliman, and Dragut, appeared before it 
with a large fleet, and near 60,000 men, with s 
/determination to conquer, or sacrifice their whote' 
/ army. Considering the success which had hitherto 
1 attended thearmsof Soliman, and the comparatively 
I small number of the Order's forces, altogether only 
i 10,000 including the knights, that admirable de- 
fence was one of those, which jcould only he 
i effected by men animated with religious «eaf and 
I a passionate love of glory. The eyes of Europe^ 
I were soon fixed on the knights, as upon their con-^^ 
' duct on this occasion depeiided the fate of Sicily; 
and €;ven Italy itself. The glorious manner in 
' which they acquitted themselves, and prevented 
the fatal consequences that would b^ve inevitably^ 
followed a failure, has been so frequently recorded, 
that a recital in this place would, I ftor, only be 
considered as ^ useless.r^petilidn ; but in reflecting 
that, ill the short space of four months, and 
through the unexampled bravery of the Order, 
40)000 Turks were . destroyed, together with a 
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large fleet of ships, and the remnant of theiif i J 
force obliged to n^ake a precipitate retreat, ^ 

cannot hut\ bestow our utmost admiration 
the heroic conduct of these men: yet, how much is \ , 
it increased on reviewing their subsequent services A 
in tbiC cause of Europe ; when, during a period of g 
two hundred and thirty years, we see them conti* ^ 
nually opposing the common enemy of Christians, 
and, by a series of the most brilliant achievements, 
holding up a bright example of piety and virtue 
to civilized nations 
but that the Order 

ganded as the benefactors of Europe in general : 
which they would have continued to be to this 
day, if the accursed FrenQlLiemlulian, that fatal 
scourge of hum>an nature, had not intd^osed, for 
the purpose of deluging the world with bloody and 
destrbying social and political happiness wherever 
it could be assailed by the insatiable ambition of 
those monsters, who rose out of that never-to-be- 
forgotten ehaos of disorder and Crimes. 

Previous lo the invasion of Malta, in 1798, by 
the army of Buc^iaparte, the intrigues of France 
had long been at work, to, gain over the Grand 
Rta^ter,and all those knights who were sufficiently 
weak to listen to their ineditated degradation. 
Many causes contributed to the success of this 
design, but none more than the powerftil influence 
of the Directory, who impeded, by every means in 
their power, the payment of those revenues which 
had been hiji^faertp allotted to4he support of the 




. Nor is it possible to deny, s^ r\ 
of St. John should ever be re- g ^ 
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Order ia the different Catholic countries of Eu- 
rope. Deprived of its resoarces, and betrayed l^y 
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the perfidy of an inconsiderate few, who have 
since reaped the fruits of their ignominy in exile 
and poverty, the people of Malta were for two 
years exposed to all the horrors of war. Having, 
soon after the enemy's arrival, rose en masse^ and 
determined never to submit to the French yoke, 
they got possession of the country ; and, notwith- 
standing the greatest want of provisions, and loifi 
of 30,000 souls that perished during the siege, 
either through disease brought on by excessive 
fatigue or the sword, they persevered, in conjunc* 
tion with an inconsiderable British, Portuguese, 
and Neapolitan force, till Valetta surr^iidered, in 
September, 1800 ^ by a capitulation, which makes 
the names of the British commanders remembered 
by the brave Maltese, even to the present day, v 
i - with the most unqualified disapprobation, as thesq 
I I officers, and, as it is said, without consulting the ^ 
I I patriots, entered into stimulations, by which th^ ^. 
•>! French garrison were not only enabled to march. ^ 
^<r^ out of the capital they had so unjustly entered, ., 
with the honours of war, but even Ipermifcted to "^ : 
€Arry off their sacrilegious and iiUgotten plttodar» v. 
fiiMn tfae church of St. John of Jerusalem, the <"; 
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* It has been remarkedy as ^a sing^ular coincidence, tbat Mmi ^.:;^ 
^mous siege of 1505 was raised in September, and nearly about ^ 
the saine day, the 8th : the anniversary of tbat oue is solemnly 
obsenred in the island ; bnt, from some canse or other, the ex** 
pulsion of the French has not passed into a feast. 
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Vfiivm-sUaf ami, ibove all,i Jl Monte d$ Pieta^ 
ii^«p6fldeffitly of prrvate iipQliatioos, of which 
there were a great numbar, and this at a time when 
th^ had tiot three dayV i^ubsistence in Valetta. 
The iodi^nation and wounded prtde of all classes 
of the Maltese on this sad occasioR are not to be 
described; they were, of course, unahle to account 
for the fatfllity which could have induced the £ng« I 
Ki^h Qummanders to compromise the character of ^ 
tkeir own government, as well as that of the people 
of Malta;* but remonstrance was useless; and the ; 
terms of the capitulation partly were forgotten in \\ 
the anticipation of the future advantages promised ' \ 
nnder the British government. Amongst these \\ 
were a strict adherence to the censtitiitional laws 
of the island, an exemption from future taxation, 
and tbe ample remuneration of those who had ex-^ i 
pended large sums of money in expelling the | 
French, besides various other immunities, to be 1 
arran^d after the entrance of his Majesty*s troops, i 
Had the prospects t>f the people been realized, 
they woiild have doubtless continued to manifest 
the most unequivocal attachment to us since the 
f>eriod of our first arrival: but tjie unfortunate 
trea^ of Amiens, by which the Order waa nomr* 
fially restored, for the purpose, as it was then in* 
•inualedt of affording the French another oppOF« 
tunity of occuiqringthe island, created a sensation 
of t^e utmost regret and disappointment ; and the ( 

^ Vids lAppiikAa. 
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"^ . ^ ^ natives did Dot hesttatei (o class us amongsl the 

•'I I I other powers of Europe, wbidi Were only anxious 

< ^ \ I for their own aggrandizement, without the smaUest 

r A 0. I regard to the faith of promises, ox the irt terest of 

^^,^ ^ ^ J '; those who had espoused our cau^e as they had* 

: ^ '^ V ::i However, many causes having rendered the Grand 

. ^ ^' . Master's governmeiit unpopular, together with a 

^' ^ ''^ conviction that, in the existing state of Europe, 
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5ik» 7'>jtwas impossible to preserve the island lK>ili:d 
i iWi <t foreign yoke, the Maltese were determined to ndaltit 
^ li . • *very effort in their power to dissuade the British 
^O ^ I ministry from withdrawing oiir troops till a syt&^ 
-^^ ^ I ^^^"^ guarantee was offered for their future inder 
d n3 / pendence. . " 
v^vxy-v ^ , In order more effectually to prevent that circHrar 
iJ* ^ stance, which was actually about to tal^e place, a 
^ - • ; ^ deputation went to England in 1802, composed of 
§ •• lYfour of the patriots, who prevailed on gdvefnment 
H ^\ ■ to accede to the people's wishes; and Malta .Wjas 
) ^ retained, on a variety of prietences, tijl the renewal 
V , ^ of hostilities in 1 803 ; siqce which, every atteQ»p^ 
on the part ;of those who ^re really interested fer 
^ 3 the happiness of their country, to restore khe gn- 
J ^ cient constitution has failpcl, and the parti e|i have 
been, in many instances, treated with ad^fee^Qf 
severity which has^ I am $orry to.say, eiK:^lftB4 
considerable disgust, and greatly diminished ^ur 
popularity amongst the nobles as well as severa 
other, families of the first respectability and opu- 
lence in the island. ...,.- 

The particulars of all that has occunced relative 
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to the Maltese sinc^ our occupation of it, is 90 
minutely detailed in two works lately published,* v 

that a perusal of them is particularly u«efii 1 for any ; v 
person who may be djesirous of estimating the \^ ^ 
merits of the question betweea them and the Bri ^ ^ -jL 
tjish government* For my own part, I am only ^ ^N 
anxious to give you an exact account of the island's v ^ ,^ 
present situation, leaving to the wjsdom of his ?/ << 
Majesty- s ministers to decide whether a revision y \\ 
of the laws, and the establishment of a constitution 
calculated to secure property, and dii^seminate 
impartial justice, would not tend to the mutual 
benefit of Great Britain and Malta, while the exe- f 
eutfou of^uch a nicasure appears to be the only 
means of restoring that confidence which has been 
forfeited in the non-fulfilment of former engager 

^ * The iixst of tliese, intUled» ^' Authentic Materials for ^, 
Histoiy of the People pf Malta/' and printed successhrely it^ 
i802/.5^ a;id 7^ is the composition of Mr. Eton, for some years 
head of the Saniia here, and we!l known for his work on the 
RmBiaQ Etdptre. His intimate knowledge of Maltese affairs has | 
enai^ed thai geptleman to introduce a great variety of v^rj^inte^ j 
icosting matter within a small compass. - His details, lond obset- ' 
Tations relative to the claims, ancient privileges* revenues, {fee. 
of this island, cannot fail to afford those interested for the fiitur^ 
welfare of Malta the greatest possihie satisfaction, The other ) 
l^rodiictioQ is of a more recent date, having be«fnpiihljshed about | 
a^earago: it tends to confirm all that the fornier hook con-o j 
l(aiii^d; pid not only justifies, in a very able manner, the Mal*^ l! 
tjBse. people from th.e slanderous charges pi their enemies, but h 
serves to prove what a stroiig clai^ the Patriots have on the 1 . 
British Government. Both are published by Ca<f^// and Dames, { 
'8trand, London. 

VOL. II. tr 
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^ ments to ameliorate the laws of the island,, and 
render the people happy <, 

, . The number of temples erected here, while the.'i 

- 1 Greeks ^nd Romans possessed tlsRs island, prove 

how strongly the people of Malta were deyot<^ to 

^j (diviue worship long before the Christian ^ra; 

JT ' their prompt conversion to the more rational doo- 

J ^ trinesof St, Paul after his shipwreck, tend still 

\ more to evince a degree of national piety of which 

;\ few countries can boast, The subsequent esta- -J 

btishment of a religious order amongst them, 
' 5| for the express purpose of supporting the rights 
I of Cbristiatiity against its most formidable enemi^, 
1 the infidels, has increased their natural zeal, and 
I was more than sufficient to create that enthusiastic 7 
(spirit of devotion observable ip the island: to this 
day, and which gives the Miiltese, to strangerij, 
jan appearance of gravity bordering on superstition. J 
The number of churches and consecrated spots, 
together with the frequent processions that are 
exhibited throughout the year, show that no 
abatement whatever has taken place in the observ- 
ance of religious ceremonies, notwithstanding the 
; Order's suppression, and the other changes in the 
political destinies of the island. If, however, 
the sentiments and manners of the people arQ at 
all tainted with an excess of zeal not suited to the 
meek and benevolent doctrines of Chris^t, tiipe, 
and a more extended intercourse with other na- 
* tions, will, it is hoped, correct errors, from which 
I the most refined state of civilized society, is, un- 
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happijy> not exempt. It has doubtless been a 
consideration like the above that "has hitherto 
induced the British government to treat the tenetj^ 
of the Maltese with such respect : a respect dictat- 
ed as much by SQund pplicy, as by those principles 
of uqiversal toleration lyhich form the chief basis 
of human happiness, and ought consequently to 
be the invariable guide of an enlightened admi- 
nistration. 

There are in the qapital and other parts of the 
island thirteen convents for men, and four for 
women ; in Valetta alone there are ^bout fifteen 
beautiful churches, the greater part richly endowed, 
particularly St. John's, remarkable for ^he sim; 
plicity and elegance of its structure ; the cathedral ■ 
at Citta Notabile is also a very fitfeiedifice, and 
well ornamented with pictures, statues, &c. Th^ 
occupations of the religious order here differ very 
little from those pf other Catholic countries ; they 
are however, in general, mpch better off as to pe- 
cuniary concerns than their brethren of Sicily, 
The heads of the church consist of a bishop, two 
vicars-general, an archdeacon, canons, &c. for^ 
merly nominated by the King of Sicily and Grand 
Master. Besides a very considerable revenue, the 
bishqp is all9Wed an episcopal palace in the 
. capital. 

Comparatively speaking, Jthere are very few 
nuns in the island ; aiid, fortunately, the most 
pitrt advanced in years : it .is also gratifying to 
add, that since the arrival of the British there have 
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aot been many youthful candidates for the veil. 
I am led to believe that no diminution in the 
. number of the Maltese clergy has been caused by 
^ the arrival of the English, An incessant and un- 
restrained influx of strangers into the island, sus- 
pension of the cotton manufactories, together with 
; various other checks to public industry, have 
{thrown an infinite number of young people into 
■the arms of the church, who would, under other 
> circumstances, have gladly embraced a more active 
I 'sphere of life. It is but justice to observe, that 
there is a most striking contest between the clei^y 
I of Malta and that of a neighbouring island ; the 
former, with few exceptions, being jejgulated in 
their general conduct by an infinitely sti;iqter re* 
gard to those rules of propriety^ that are so neces*^ 
sary to render the clerical habit respectable. 

Uppn the state of public education in this 
island, nothing. very favourable can be said; its 
importance, however,, as influencing tbq morals 
apd happiness of any community, scarcely Requires 
illustration. A glance at the early part of Grecian 
or Roman history, shows that the legishtorr of 
those renowned countries ever made it a primary 
object: the rapid advancement thereby created 
towards civilization and subsequent greatnt^ss are 
the best proofs of its utility. Reflecting on the 
present state of Malta, it will no doubt excite sur* 
prize when I assert, that there isi not a sii^l^ 
public estahlishmafit fpr the education of ohikbnpn 
throughout the island, if we except a seminary in 
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^xValetta, caHed the Jesuits' College ; the total j\^^ 
. 4 inefficacy of which to fulfil the object at first in- ^ 
tended, is one of the most general causes of com- ^ 
I plaint amongst the natives. This place, as here- 
^vtofore,^ is still supported and administered by the 
j^^J7mvemto, who are charged with the. appropria- 
I f ion of the revenues ; and there are a nuQsber of 1 
professors appointed, with annual salaries, to in- 
struct the pupils ; but their present number seldom j 
amount to above one-third, of what it was during/ 
the Order's time. The degree of instruction has ' 
been very much curtailed ; and, as if with an in-' 
tention of precluding the possibility of this admi^ 
rable institution being regenerated, nearly tWo- 
thirds of the edifice have been granted to the British 
^ merchants, for the purpose of forming an exchange 
^ and bank ; thus making learning and morality sub- 
^ servient to commerce, which should, in the opinion 
of many, be regarded as a secondly object in 
legislation. / 

This arrangement has been . considered by the 
Maltese as a great; infringement on their privileges, 
and It forms, amongst others, a serious ground of 
complaint; and here it may be observed, that there 
are a great number of superb buildings iii the ca« 
pital, inhabited by individuals who pay but a very 
trifling rent, that would have answered the above 
end even better than the^ Collie. The present 
director of this seminary is a canon> and obliged, 
by established regulations, not only to investigate 
the most minute concerns i^ fak cbaige, but even 
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I personally to assist in the education of th^ students \ 
he is said to have occupied a place of considerable 
emolument and trust undfer the French after their 

' arrival, but soon chianged hisi sentiments ; and, 
becoming an active agent in the revolution which 
took place in consequence of their cruelties, he 
Acquired the confidence of Sir A/ Ball, to whose 
patronage he is indebted for his present situation. 

jTl^at a scrupulous inquiry into the mode of admr- 
histering the concerns of the College, and the ex- 
tensiori of those benefits which it was originally 
intended to disseminate amongst the people, are 
necessary; cannot for a moment be denied ; the 
tesult must be^highly advantageous to the Mal- 

^tese; and should the British government, im- 
pressed with a due sense of its importance, give 
to a systetti of public instruction that encourage- 
ment it deserves, that jealousy and distrust so 
evident between lis and the natives at present, 
and which are so particularly injurious to the ge- 

I neral interest, would be immediately diminished, 
and ultimately removed.* 

From the airy situation of Citta Vechio, and 

I its being placed nearly in the island's centre, 
sortie have suggested the propriety of making that 



* " Le gouvernetnent ne doit pas toitte faire par sa pilissance^ 
die ne met que des bras ^ sa disposition ; c^est p^r sa sagesse ' 
qa'il 6tend ^n empire sur l«s esp^ts. ()uand il coaim^dde, il 
\ donne aux suj€ts un inti^r^t factice d'obeir, mais quand il ^claire^ 
I tl leur donee motif interieur qui ne s'affoiblit point !" 

Trattes de Legisldtion par Bentham, torn, iii., C. 10. 
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Hhe future seat of national instrOction. If we 
consider these reasbns, together with the advab- 
H piges which young people are supposed to derive 
^ from being removed from the imniediate eye of 
^^ their parents, while undergoing a course of study, 
^^ the adoption of such a plan is certainly ex- 
tremely desirable. It has also been very justly , 
observed, that a new establishmeat of this de- J 
scription ought to be divided into three divisions ; [ 
as the species of instruction communicated to the i 
soldier, seaman, or merchant, are necessarily very i 
widely different. 

The comparatively uncivilized state of the MaU 

.to . tese peasantry may be easily conceived, when I 

/^ Z inform you, that outside the walls of Valetta, there 

i^ N^ is not a single place of public or private tuition, 

^ if we except the convents, which are, of course^ 

/ >^ shut to those who do not inhabit them; Vfeit how 

^ ^ easily might this be remedied ? and in making 

J. >^ ,any arrangement for promoting civilization 4n the 

( interior, with how much facility and little ex- 

"3 ^ peiise might not the' present , rapid system of 

^i i education be commenced at Citta NotabileJ a 

^ ^^ system too, which has, for ages, been practised J n 

' >"^ Barbary and other parts of Northern Africa, as 

' . may be seen in Saugnier's and Brisson's Voyage 

to Morocco, published in London as far back as 

• 1792. . 

The next institution which attracts the travel- ; 
ler's attention here, not less interesting to the | 
friends of humanity than the foregoing, is the \ 
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. general boffrpiial, which id the Grand M aUter'si 
time mw at once.the Order's pride and ornament ; 
jWt; it has pow undc^fgone a melancholy change^ 
Amongst the horrors of the French system, their, 
destruction of every establishment favorable to 
benevolence and ; christian charity^, which .th^y 
have found in any new cpiiqU^st, h»i been a fatal 
J and steady maxim; It was in conformity to this^ 
barbarous policy, that the famous hospital of the 
knightsof St. John, was not only plundered ofr an 
immense quantity of pl^te on tbe arrival of Buo- 
naparte, but instantly appropriated to the sick of 
his army * a more powerful injuiry could not have 
been dqne to the national pride of tb^ IM^altese^ 
and this. measure of the French general is said 
yery much to have. hastened their revolt. 

During the Order's continuance at Rhodes and 
lliis island, a large proportion of their revenues 
were devoted to the support of this celebrated 
hospital;. it was open to the strangers of every 
country and . religion^ — every' article of provisiojj^ 
was serv^ to the sick on silver, and not only the 
Grand Master^ but aU the knights, were obliged oc«* 
casionally to attend, and personally to administer to 
the wants of tbe.patients. In fact^it was an institu- 
tion iDfinitely superior to any other in Europe, an4 
which we cannot but consider as one of .those 
rare m^onuments of universal benevolence, which 
dtd^ieusaiaut ta human nature. 
f ^ Tbe-^building . is capable of reeeivii^ above fift- 
1 teen^liandred patients, and possesses every im»* 
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ginable coiiv^nien^iei - Sio<5e our otcui^atito of 
Matta^ it bsts been 4^voted to the vme of the civit 
staff, having seldom more than from thirty to foH^ 
patiei>ts, and id superrntended by the inspector of 
hospitals, garrison surgeon, apothecary to the 
forces, and assistants; A medical depot has klety 1 
been formed there, for the supply of our garrisons ' 
in Sicily and the Ionian islamk* With a very 
slender hope of its ever being re-established ojti a 
footing like the former, w6 can only deplore th€^ 
change which has reduced one of the most ad- 
mirable institutions in Europe^ to a place of- com- 
parative insignificance.' 

The only public hospital now in the ishmd i» 
one established in a house which was formerly a 
convent, called the Madaieoa, which, from its 
peculiar construction, limited means of support, 
insufficiency of medical aid, and general mdde of 
being administered, is said to be entirely unequal to 
the accommodation of the indigent natives with any 
4egree of comfort, so that few ever have recourse 
to this place. By a rbcen t arrangement, foreigners, 
who wei'e before admitted gr^tis^ are now obliged 
to pay for being received; 

The lying-in and foundling hospital, although by 
no means what it was in the Order's time, is still to^ 
lecably well attended to. At Floriana there is a. ymf 
excellent Qstablisbment for the receptiofi and ecte* 
cation of orphans ; also anothe^in the saoie iKMise, 
where meadicante ave reci^ived ; but that tlie 
ktteT does notpi^vkle £«r more than a rery Md^ 
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tmmber, Is evident, froni the mmy who are to be 

seen in evely part of the island. As mendicity 

has increased very considerably latterlj% it wodld 

\he an object well worthy the civjl government's 

ilittention, to devfse some means of diminishing 
the evil, by the formation of poor houses in the 
respective villages, sonoiething like those in Eng- 
land ; where in preparing cotton, the staple com- 
Inodity of the island, all the poor might be em- 
ployed profitably ib themselves and the public. 
•At present there is no provision whatever for 
those driven to poverty by age or infirmity, except 
the above-mentioned, and that at Citta Vecbip, 
already , noticed, both of which, would not con- 
tain, a fifth part of them ; and to form an exact 
estimate of their nutnbers, it is necessary to visit 
tihe interior of the island, as by a regulation of the 
|K>lice, the privilege .of begging in the capital^ is 
confined to Saturday. In addition to the esta- 
blishment of houses in each parish to provide for 
its poor, there are other means by which p great 
number of the labouring classes of the commu- 
nity, might be occupied in the public service. 
If we except the toads leading directly firom 
Yaletta to Citta Notabile, and one or two other 
placed, those of Malta are- particularly bad, some - 
being totally impassaUe, and by far the gi^ater 
I part much in ^ant of repair ; there are besides, 
no offoss-roads whatever in the island : this subject 
K& cimnected with the agricultural prosperity of 
the Mciltese h of the utmost consequence ; m a 
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political point of view it is no less interesting; it 1\^ 
has therefore been naturally inquired why k pro- ^"^ ^- 
portion of those cultivators, thrown out of em- ^ '^5'' 
ployment by the Order's suppression, should not ?* \^ 
be provided for in repairing the roads already^ ^ 
made, cutting new ones, and facilitating interior s £ 
communication, ih all those ways of which it is i ^^ 
so 'susceptible. - It should be observed that on /\^v 
the south side of Malta, there is not even a path-i' ^--Nj 
WEay to be met with. 

One of the measures which rendered the ad- 
ministration of the late civil commissioner so 
unpopular, vj^as his appropriating the half of a- 
celebrated religious establishment at Floriana 
called Saint Calcedonia. to the use of the army, \ ^? 
by which it was converted into a barrack ; there / j^ <^ 
was no. act of his Excellency that excited such • v -^/j^ 
deen rooted animadversion as the above. The ' .y*- 
original object of this place was that of a peni- ^. ^;\ 
tentiary ; dnd as it was founded by private charity, 'W ^ ' 
the inhabitants remonstrated in the strongest ) ( 
terms againfet what they considered as almost a ^ t 
sacrilege, and even offered to Sir A. Bali to build a ^^ ^ 
house which mightanswerstiU better for theaccom- . ^ 
modation of the soldiery ; but, determined to carry 
his point, complaint was unavailing, and whenever '^ 
a Maltese wishes to recapitulate his causes of '2 
complaint against the local administration, he ^ 
invariably begins with afa account of the way in 
which St. Calcedonia was violated, l^ being 
tnrned into coiiitary quarters. ' • 
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LETTER II. 

ffteetieeit^ eiMi4« toto oidine despetaat, alind |;eaia honv 
nitolf atqne aKaoi rationem jndicionnn requinit-^ — 

CiCEKO f» FieiTwn,. Act. ii., lib. i. 



Cit^iV iinij Cximinal Codes and PrMtide^-^- 
Powers of the Civil Governor — Judicial Stipu^ 
. lotions of. the Capttulottian — Tribunals and their 
Abuses — Representation of the British Mer^ 
chants on its State of Public Justice — State of 
the Criminal Courts^ and their Relaxation^'--' 
. Inconvenieucies arising from the imperfect state 
,pf Justice-^Monopolies Sfc. — Difficulties in 
^ obtaining Legal Redress — Oppressions andLiti^ 
gious Practices — State of the Prisons — Inconve* 
niences produced by the Number of pQreigners^ — 
Jem — Petition of the Maltese to the King- 
Its Consequence^^ 

Malta, }»U. 

' Havis^g cuwcMpily taken a view ia a foxmer 
letter of those estaUisbmentB ^hich mor^ imme? 
diately interest the lower orders of society^ I . 
now. proceed 'giv^e you a iaiiit sketph of th^ i»yil 
ai^criQiiiial cod» of this island ; and altM^h you ^ 
need not expect this Jbughly import$u%t sujiseeii 
to4)e timted with the j^rofound acji»«a c^eJh«^- 
yer> it will ptob^ly bei^ my fW^eKa ^w m^h 
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a picture of the admijiistration of justice hei*e, as 
will excite a considerable degree of surprize in the 
minds of those who have not visited Malta. It is, 
I believe, a generally received ma&im, that in 
every age of the world national greatness and 
prosperity have been chiefly derived- fiom atr 
equitable code of laws, and their faithfQl execu- 
tion ; experience has also demonstrated, that when 
ever eithfer of these requisites has been wanting, 
public happiness was endangered, if riaV totally 
destroyed. There is probably no part of Ewrope i 
to which the preceding remark can be more justly • 
applied than the island of Malta; whereby, an; 
almost incredible perversion of original statute*;, 
justice has ceased to bejittle more than an empty! 
sdutid, and the people have nearly f<»gOtten that 
they were once governed by tew» whi^b secured ^ 
property, piinishfed crimes, and pronloled that 
degree of confidence so necessary to the well- 
being of a state.' 

In order more fully to illU^tnite the present 
state of the tribunals, it may be proper to say a 
few words about the nature of the civil Governor'^ 
powers, being the only authority substituted for 
the Grand Master. He is univenstiily i^arded by 
the natives as possessing exactly the same juris* 
dictibn over the courts of law. ,Tfae cominUanee 
of 'ai> association of four coutlseikMni, called ^ 
AndiiBHzaj who ai'e Supposed to assist w bis 
l«gal deliberations, i»^ves: this to hare been the 
inteDftion of Ibe Bridiib gof^rnmmt. : Without 
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mentioAiog the capitulation, by which it was 
stipulated that bo alteration should take place lo 
the old constitution, this point being admitte^s it 
appears tryly singular how such innumerable 
abuses should have continued to exist since our 
arrival ; abuses, the removal of which is in^ispen* 
sably necessary for the inhabitants' future happi- 
ness, and our own advantage. To say thaf 
excessive criminality attache3 itself to those who 
l^ave endeavoured to perpetuate such anarchy 
and confusion in the' civil administration here, 
would not, perhaps, be just ; but on a cool and 
dispassionate perusal of the documents which I 
now send you,* there can be very few who wil} ' 
not ^ee with me, in asserting, that many if not 
all the evils comj>lained of might, with facility, 
have been prevented, had those in whom thi^ 
powet was vested, made the exertions called &}j^ 
by the voice of justice and impartiality; for it 
cannot be denied by their advocates, that a 
printed oo^e^ containing a minute and explicit 
deveiopraent of the Maltese constitution, down to 
the period of D§ Rohan's adijiinistration, was 
always to be found in the archives of gpvern- 
puent:-): and a superficial examination of th^t 

m i,, . »,i..m, - i. ft .i m,» ' . 1 _. ■ ■ I 1 I ■■! ■ ■ J ■i. n ... ^ i - 11 ,1 1 

* Vide Appendix. 

t Thisris comained in a folio volame, printed in ]784» after 
the cheoiges introduced by the above named Grand Master, and 
for wbich his memory has been so much censured. After 
havinor 'been at Malta for above three years, without knowing tbat 
such a book existed, an acctdental imrcumiBtaDce ^nibled me to 
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book would have proved to the civil upthorimeS' 
.h€^re, thai; those ooerou^ and vexatiouigi jdelaye 
lyhiQh have for the. last thirteen yes^s niavked 
the progress of the laws, are oot only contrary to 
the rules of justice, but in direct opposition to 
the constitution; the commercial code is a 
distinct consideration, being absolutely defective; 
and by no means calculated for a commercial 
country.* 

, Although there are courts of justice establi.she4 
both for the islaud of Gozo, and Citta Notabile, 
those at Valetta are invariably resorted to by 
litigants of every description. There are three 

see it in the possession of ai g^eotleman lately appointed to « 
ittcratiye office in the island; the public areing<^eral totally 
iinaware of its publication. 

* From the extreme promptness and severity with which 
offences^ tending to interfere with the civil government's autho- 
rity, have on several occasions been punished by the courts of 
law, it would appear that the original code id by no means so 
..defective as some imagine. In a recent iastanoe lhei« was 
an English anecehaiit of the utmost respectability who happened 
to give some tiifling offence to. a late public sei^retary. He was 
immediately sent for to the palace, on a pretence that the civil 
commissioner wished to see him : on arrivi^ng there, the commis* 
sioner was reported to be absent, and when about to return home, 
\t being Sunday, a party of soldiers seized liim in the porch, 
and lodged him in the guard house all night ; he w^ next day 
conveyed to the prison, from whence he could pot get out 
until after paying a large fine and making the amende houorable 
to the govemoi'^s secretary, &c. ; Jbis process, it should be added, 
fWi.candttded iu six days ! Bail t« any amount wa$ offered in 
. this ^e, btti withoiit ^e^t. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



90i LETTERS FEOM THE MEOITERRAKEAX. 

distinct <^es instituted fi>r tha civil aad crimioai 
codes, .besides another for the; relations of com- 
merce, whether on shore, or on the high seaSb 
The first of theser called the ' Tribunate ^upremm' 
IS composed of a president, and three judges ; the 
second, ^ Trihunale Ordinario^' is administered 
by one criminal and two civil juc|ges ; the third 
called ^ Prime Appellazionej' is superintended 
by the members of the first in their turn : the 
other couit is entitled * Consolato del Mare^^ 
and is conducted by two judges and two consuls, 
consoli/' Many of the singular inconveniences 
to which any person is exposed, who may be 
under the necessity of having recourse to these 
tribunals, are so aptly detailed in a letter which 
the commercial body of this island addressed some 
months 9^0 to the civil conimisBioner, that I need 
make no apology for its introduction in th|8 
place. Although the jjnterasting document relates 
more particularly to the commercial laws, somo^ 
future remarks may tend to prove that the civil 
and criminal branches of Maltese jurisprudence 
are equally defective in their administration, at 
least. TJt^ie letter is as follows : . 

*' Pmmirt^ial R^ms, JdfUfa, Jan. IGih, 1^ 

^^ The incompetency of the commercial law of 
tjhis island arising fi'om the defects and omiaaipiii 
of the revised code and the practice of tU^ courts, 

is »o serious and extensive, and produtHfig daily 

• \ ' . • 
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6ileh injurieft) that vre cannot avoid detailing in a- 
brief<x>mpa^, Ae leading outlines of this evil; we 
have^iio object but to produce a( conviction of the 
urgency of ^ some reform, and if so soon as an op- 
portunity and means shall offer; this happy' mea* 
sure sh»ll be undeftaken^ our views will be fiiUy 
gratified, add the trading interest of the place 
essentially benefitted. 

*^ It appears that at different periods, alterations 
in the laws have been introduced, according as the 
exigencies of the epochs required. To the code 
of Vilh^na, published in 1723, it is pfcfmised, that 
* from time to time new constitutions adapted to 
the existing necessities, had been promillgated,* ■ 
and in conformity that digest had been^'fratn^d. Id 
thfe year 1782, upon the completion of* tlie present 
code, the revision of the laws was deemed reqifisite, 
in consequence of the change of citcuo^stances add ' 
tiines. If those pleas, could, at the'^bovepferiddsi 
wei^h with the government, witb how much more 
force ought they now to operate, wheri the island* ir 
situation is so materially different, and its com-' 
merce experienced a vast increase. 

As a striking instance of the inadequacy of the 
code, the portion of it assigned to matters of trade 
does not occupy ninety small poges limits, within 
which, no brevity can possibly compress thd re- 
quisite ordinances, for the various interests, com- 
paiHSs^VKi operations to which 4he' complex 'tod 
div»rsfft8d ne*ure^f modern comm^ce giyes birth. 
Mercantile regttl«ifon8 «niversttily fotto «he^rea(jr • 

VOL. II. X ♦ 
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part of the l^aliiistitutions of countries in which 
trade prevails ; of this small part many of the 
regulations are already become obsolete, particu- 
lar enactments are superfluous, oth^ni impolitic, 
andsome ridiculously minute : in feet the whole 
body of commercial provisions seems calculated 
ft>r a period of the earliest infancy of trade. 
Certain institutions which might be serviceable 
arq neglected^ as the ^ Assemblea de Mercanti^* 
and * Capitani Convenabile^' according to Book 
VI. in ordeV to adjudge causes. 

By the ancient code six consuls were estab- 
lished, two for each four months ; appeals from 
the two wa»e made to the other four, who, in 
conjunction with the jnclge, finally decided the 
afiair in question; and from this decision, there 
was no further appeal. According to the letter 
0f thec6de> it is required that commercial ques- 
, tions should be conducted without the interchange 
of writings ; without intervention of advocates or 
attorneys, before the consuls and assessor, by 
wb6m sentence should be pronounced. Tha* in 
.these points the actual judicial procedure gfeatly 
differs, as well, as being in others defective or 
prej4idicial, will, subsequently appear; we siuiU 
tbet^ore proceed to prove that the code is i»k>st 
incomplete, and that the system or practice of 
the court stands in need of a radical reform. 

^^ For instance^ the sulyeet of bills of exchange 
offers a singular article of deficiency in the legal 
institutes^ the word bill of exchange, or any thing 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



MALTAi 807 

tquivalatit to it, is hardly to be foutid once t brought 
out the book; no provision whatever is made 
upon a matter which ought to occupy a consider- 
ab]e portion of mercantile law, a fwm of contract, 
which enters the most extensively into affairs of 
trade, and which, as the most important instru^. 
ment of commerce, has alone filled many volumi- 
nous treatises. In the case of protest for non- 
payment of bills^ the acceptor may pfolong the 
litigation for months^ whereas in all commercial 
countries not more than a few hours, or at the 
utmost days are allowed to elapse between protest 
tmd execution^ 

'* Interest of money in- mercantile transactions 
is no where alluded to, nor any thing conse^^ 
quently enacted on the offence %of usury ; it is 
notorious that numerous rates of interest have 
prevailed and do, to the ruin c^^ a great msiny 
traders, and the general depression of affairs in tho 
market Interest usually varies from. 19 to 36 
-per cent, ptr anikum, and the use of 6 per cent, 
in public institutions, can but partially remedy 
tlmteviL , « 

" With regard to bankrupt-laws, the b<»k only 
contains twelve short paragraphs, relating to 
fraudulent bankruptcies ; it ptovides nothing for 
the due; surrender of the bankrupt, fof somination 
of assignees, proof of debts, or distribution of 
«&cts, nor can a bankrupt finally receive a certifi- 
cate to exoiH^ate from future clainis. Ifi cases 
of failure which - have occurred^ the concerned 

x2 
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iiare assumed the charge of the effects for an 
ei)uai partition, but a grasping creditor has often 
gre^y: the advantage over his more fair and 
Qioderate fellow sufferers, who stand thus unpro* 
tected by the law. No formal commission of 
bankruptcy being issued, the precise moment of 
insolvency is. unascerjainable by law; and» under 
no legal restnaint, a moment of failure is frequently 
the signal to sei^e, sequester and despoil, that 
eacih individual. may ss^isfy himself to the best in 
his power : to this species of rapacity, there is no 
check save personal honor. 

^' The subject of insurance occupies seventeen 
pages^ the largest portion in the book devoted to 
one topic ; in these some enactments are useless, 
.others impracticaUy minute and much is wauting. 
The same is to be noticed in what relates jto vessels, 
masters, freights, &c. 

^ "The law of bail requires the surety to 1)6 
possessed of Janded.property in this island^ even, a" 
native^ without this^qualiiii!ation,cannQt be admit- 
, ted in questions of Lai^e amount) which are noyr 
often pending in the courts ; of those persons in 
the island competent to give bail, how few can 
be supposed inclimd to und^take that hazard, an 
Englishman being considered a foreigner. A 
British merchant in British dominions, be his 
propi^ty ijaEimense and hi^ credit .unlimited^ cannot 
be admitted as hail. If the law Ui m^ost instances 
ruQS into laxity and insecurity, here it errs on 
the pther side ofrigour and caution. 
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" The above named circumstance is often a 
particulsur hardship, and occasions frequent depo- 
sits of money in the court; than which, nothing 
can be further from the spirit of commercial 
policy — the diminution of capital by depositing it 
where it cannot be productive. 
* " Another evil, is ithe system of sequestration ; 
upon unfounded and frivolous pretexts, the most 
considerable amounts may be attached. This, 
again, is open to the exceptions madei against de- 
posits. In the true intent of justice, sequestra- 
tion ought to operate as security, so far only ^as 
the demand : however, according to the law of 
Malta, for an insignificant sum, a mercli^ant may 
be thus withheld from the whole of his property. 
Instances have frequently occurred of these 
sweeping attachments, for comparatively small 
sums, ' upon ^11 merchandizef in stores,' all funds 
with the public auctioneer, ' that ape,' as the 
legal notice usually runs, ' or may hereafter be,' 
upon all monies in the public bank, ^ that do or 
shall exist.' By a groundless^ or malicious pro- 
ceeding of this kind, a man's transactions may be 
at once suspended, aild his credit ruined; while 
the sequestrator, however profligate the act, is 
answerable for none of the consequences ! We 
are wamAited, by legal opinion, in believing that 
the very frequent and wanton practice of sequsB- 
tration is not justified'by the active letter of the 
law '; which shews that the latter is sometimes as 
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loosely and mischievously dispensed with, as ia 
others it is rigorously and injuriously enforced: 

** It would require a volume much larger than 
the code itself to enumerate all that is there omitted, 
and to specify the whole of the institutions which 
are useless, prejudicial, aind irreconcilable witht^ 
practice of any country vi^here cultivated com- 
merce exists. We may finally observe on the 
whole, that the minute distinctions and colourings 
of affairis in which the essence and force of a 
question consist, are no where discriminated ; be- 
sides, no record of precedents for referedcfe is plpe- 
served, and consequently no rule of decision or 
conformity of proceedings can be maintained, 
further than caprice or recollection. 

^' In answer to some of ^these remarkis, it m^y 
be alledged that, to supply the wants of the cbde^ 
the judge has open to him, and may select, suita- 
ble ftiatter for his guide, out of the writings of law- 
yers, and the judicial provisions of othei-' partis. 
To say nothing of the vagu^ndss, arbitrariness, 
and inconsistency to .which this must tend, iddr- 
viduals would be thus unable to govern them*** 
selves by any certain rule; and the most cate^l 
or informed could never be, in this way, sure of 
tlie legality of a proceeding. 

*' In addition to the imperfections of the cod^, 
we have a mass of objectionable matter to enter 
upon in the method of conducting a process. Thfe 
cjiief evils are, the correspoiidehtive way of cal*y- 
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ing on. a suit, ^nd consequent multiplicity of vo- 
luminous writings ; the want of oral proceedings ; 
of confrontation of parties^ and due examination 
of witnesses. More fully to expljain this subject, 
it will be necessary to give some detail of the me- 
thod of conducting a suit at law. The plaintiff*, 
after the citation, which is. answered by a written 
paper, makes out the ground of his complaint in 
a document called the ' scrittura ; this is depo- 
sited with the actuary of the ' consplatq del mare* 
and the same is iniparted to the defendant in a no- 
tice of ' scrittura presentata,* which is to be seen 
by him in order to form the answer. In this stage 
of the cause, the reciprocal correspondence may 
go on, in charges and replies almost indefinitely^ 
but the party aggrieved anxious for redress, soon 
makes out the notice, entitled^ / cp^chiuso in^ 
causal intimating that the ^scrittura go^up to 
the judge ; thesi^ papers then cont^iin the matter 
upon whi<^ the judge forms his opirnQJ^^and they 
areiakentto his dwelling-house; where the parties^ 
or their aduocaieSj ^verally and alpne^ visit him 
fprihe purpose of explaining and urging their 
causie^ 

The judge haying, at length pronounced the de- 
cision, a notice may be given of ' sentenza cittata e 
pmbliarita* The condemned has then the privi- 
lege, M^itbin three days, of appealing to the judges 
of the supi^me ti^hunaL. AU tilie papers.are, upon 
this, placed in. the . hands , of th§; . actuary of this 
high court. A new } scrittura\ is made out,.coh^ 
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taining a recapil^Jat/bry statement of the cnse, for 
the ju<lge's inspection ; the adyarsaiy may reply, 
as^in the former instance^ till finally the notice 
^ conehhao in^<:au$a' taking place, the papers pass 
to the judges successively, successively . they go 
through the hands of tie three, .and the parties 
may, as before, visit them separately at their pri- 
yate houses; till, uniting, they pronounce a de- 
cision.* 

" The arts and evasions by which a suit nray be 
prolonged are various, and practised daily with 
iiuccessx by fraudulent and ill disposed persons. 
Upon giving a receipt to the advocates,- the 
* serlttura may be taken from the actuary, eith^ 
pf the ' consointo del mare ^- or supreme tribunal'; 
and in both instances they are often long refined, 
or finally niay be wilfully mislftid or lost ; in the 
last case; the penalty is merely two dollars, which 
being imposed by exeeutiour the goods seized 
must be sold, and the surplus of proceeds returned 
to the ofiender; in gpin^ through which form 
several weeks pp9s, and then tbe t^uit must re^ 
commence. 

'* This may be avoided, it is true^ by the course 
c^ijled ' consirviie,' which is to give <mi copies of 
^II- the papers deposited with the aotuary, bat 
this WQuJd be attetiftjed with too much trouble and 
exp€«ifteto be orfUnafily Sdopted. While aca^^se 
i^ in progress through the * ^onsoiato del m$re^^^ 
if orie of the pirties require rfie other td^give testi- 
paonyp oathj Aai. to an^ point oidled in the legal 
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* phrise, ^atticoloj^ this may be i^eftised; in order to 
enforce compliance^ the judge makes a ' decrettOj' 
or peremptc^y ofde^ intimated in a notice of 
^ decreUo ciito epublieate ; from which the party 
may, within three days, appeal to the supreme 
trihunal. Before the ' decretto* is cofifirmed, and 
the papert returned to the ^ amsolato^* time must 
elapse* This is a fertile source of delay, as the 
' articoli in a suit may be numerous. Refusals 
uniformly given, and the consequent * decretto 
appealed against in successive objections, however 
irivolous and absurd, will have the effect of throw* 
ing these incidental points, as well as the suit it* 
se)f, into appeal: for instance, if a party chtise to 
object to the cause, or to a particular point, that 
the same belongs not to the ^ consolato del mare* 
but to the civil court, the judge must xn^e a 
^ decretto^* that the matter is within tlie juris** 
diction of the former court*; against whi<:h ^ de* 
eretto^ th^ ofa^tor may again appeal ! 

^.< When the sumrnoms to answer interrogatoriesf 
called ^ .^ttfrtztaittf' are enforced, the judge is obliged 
to administer those set down, and the person exa- 
mined to answer, though they may be in^lative, 
idle, and' absurd^ and even tending to criminate 
the witness. 

^* £ven after a cause arrives at a sentenceof the 
supreme tribunal, appeals mxy yet be recurrred :ta 
for visitations, and tlie suit be stiU furlther ^roi 
tracted. After a definitive sentetiee is given^ 
many Bionths areofte^ lost before it cfin be exe^ 
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cuted : and weh^ve repeatedly r^Biarked. tbe.evi- 
dciTt insiifficrcncy of the preseot system to carvy. 
into effect the. sentences of the coy rts, 

*' By these subterfuges and artifices^ litigations 

are extended indefinitely. Ill incUicied debtors,, 

and fraudulent perootis^ have every facility afforded 

of withholding) at small charge, considecablesums. 

Honest indiyiduals may be harassed in every way. 

Vessels with large crews have beeri detained un- 

d^ litigation, till the value of the former was not 

sufficient to pay the latter. Suits have been in- 

jttriously prAcrastinated, until the individual 

wronged, deprived of his {NKJfperty, has b^ea 

brought to the extr^nity of distress, or .until the 

pffs^^rbas &iledor fled) and the property camiQt' 

be foodived; £veo public e<>mpanies have b^n 

Assolved' before a final sentence and the propm^^ 

lets were then to be sued singly, for their; several 

quotas ift multiplied suits of more expense th^ 

the value of the claim. Thus,, rather than enter 

into law formoderate sumfs, individtuals who hyave 

aft industrious oceupatioii to follow, and cannc^ 

sacrifice their time in continual attendance on the 

advocate, the judge, and at the court, will {ire&c 

endoritig the loss. ' 

** Under such circumstances of the judieatt^re, 
no kind of security is felt in mercantile und^r 
takings ; we .can declare individually, that, row 
that tbe laws are somewhat understoodf all ^oia* . 
mercial confidence and credit is at an end, ^o fat 
as it resin oh afiy protwiion to Jm expected from 
these laws. 
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*^ Inrepresentations of cases of actual occurrence 
which now lie before us, we find a question of a* 
protested bill, twelve months in litigation, four 
motiths in execution, and incurring twenty per 
cent, in expenses ; a capricious tlaim of a cre- 
ditor of an estate entertained fourteen months, _^ 
and aft^ being cast iti the suit, again immediately 
enabled to harass the estate with sequesters ; a 
bankrupt's effects triumphantly seised at one 
time, at another, when deposited in the court, by 
its authority distributed to a portion of the cre- 
ditors to the prejudice of the rest; litigatk>]i 4jf 
three years to obtain redress of a captain grossly 
abandoning his charter; money advanced on a 
vessel, sued for thirteen months before recovered,, 
and then the execution appealed aigainst; indispei^- 
sable papers lost from the tribunals, depredatiour 
on shipping in part unpunished, and wher^ bath 
parties are anxious for a decision, a suit .ppota^acted 
nine months ; dn insurance irrecoverable, on 
account of a trivial omission in a policy^; fraud un- 
punished, and British industry proscribed. These 
are some of the numerous cases that detooMtrate 
the Necessity of reform. This uncertaraty and 
vagueness of commercial law loosen the principle 
and imperceptibly infuse themselves in to the cha- 
ract^r. . 

"It will thus appear that >the evil lies first ia 
the insufficiency of the code, and eeeondly in the 
piethod of conducting the suit. We might enter 
upon other matters, as the multiplicity of petty 
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cases, that incumber and impede the proceedings 
of the upper courts, the small number of clerks, 
and their inadequate remuheiration, the little ap- 
parent utility of'* consult'^ and other like circum- 
stances, but the foregoing are the main points,, 
and suffice to shew the serious extent of the evil, 
and the necessity of alteration. The remedies ate 
eSsy and obvious, and such as the learned jadges 
themselves could easily suggest. These evils 
might be chiefly corrected by an improved code, 
establishing a jury of twelve or fewer merchants 
and making one sentence almost uniformly final. 
At present nothing like a summary court exists. 

*^ We beg to repeat our anxious wish, that thin 
evil which particularly affects us, might by some 
method b^ corrected. We feel confident that it 
will engage your Excellency's attention, and thsrt 
you will not omit any fit opportiinity for accom- 
plishing this desirable object. We have the ho- 
nour to be, &c.* 

(Signed) ** R. M. Thowtas, CAairmaw. . 

** To his Exeellency Luutenunt General OakeSf 
Civil Commissioner, Sf^?* 

When the foregoing is read, you will cease to 
wonder at the state of things here, or the situation 

* This capital exposition was, I am told, compikd by ^mer- 
leliaiit of tespectabilitjr in. the island named pietcheit; tbe merits 
c^ hifi pfadfictiott «peak ipr thj^nselTeSi andit ,maf be added^ I 
think wit(h great tnith, that ther# are few» ki any of bis cotem* 
p^raries here, ^ho wonkl bay« been capable of doing so mudi 
justice to the undertakings 
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of those who come to Malta to obtain the means 
of living ; by turning to other papers* which 1 
transoait you^ you will see a further illustration in 
the communications upon which the committee 
founded their address. Upon a representation so 
clear and, explicit as the above, it would Jbe alto- 
geither superfluous to make any comment, yet 
one's surprize is irresistibly renewed, on reflecting 
that after our long possession of the island, and 
such ample means of improving its situation, ho 
change whatever should have been effected. 

Upon the ex^ct merits of the criminal codef I 
am unprepared to enter> having had no opportU" 
nity .of perusing it with that degree of attention 
necessary to form a correct opinion ; judging^ 
however, from the many facts which have com^ 
within my own observation, and the sentiments 
entertained by all classes of the community, it 
not only requires revision, ,but also that its pror 
visions should be more strictly put into execution^ 
The want of confidence in a government, or se- 
curity to your person and property, must ever be 
considered as amongst the greatest evils whiah 
can possibly befal a state; they never fail to create 
public misery of every ki^d, and in paralizing the 



* Vide Appendix. 

t That part of it wWch justiies torture and secre|^priso»6, 
eantroty liowever, be too severely reprobated, and I brieve they 
hav6 iiever-been resorted to under 4;be oiril GomniwiotietS. 
Tide sec. 34, 8&« 96, &«; of Roh«n'«X!ode» in Mr. £aton*8 woi4;. 
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efforts of honest Industry, render nugatory those 
speculative undertakings which individuals may be 
disposed, to put into practice either for pergonal 
^vantage or the general good« These positions 
•are in a great measure verified in this islandi^ where 
delinquency of every description has greatly in- 
creased within the last ten yeai:s. Here the mag- 
nitude of a crime is not more likely to insure 
redress for it, than is the most insignificant act of 
aggression. If one of the natives commits mur- 
der, or is otherwise guilty of shedding his fellow- 
creature's blood, he flies for refuge to the nearest 
church, which by an old custom is a sanctuary ; 
.and, cherished by the very ministers of religion, 
the monster of iniquity undergoes, the prescribe<| 
penance; absolution follows : find society is again 
menace4 by the miditight assassin : this has often 
-Occurred since ou» arrivah 

Flagrant robberies are frequently suffered, to 
pass without even a triaJ, and wh?n noticed, the 
punishment has scarcely in any instance been 
equal to satisfy the ends of retributive justice ; an 
assault, however aggravated^ is regarded as. a mere 
trifle, and you are absolutely without the nieans 
,of obtaining the spiallest satisfaction for several 
months; besides, except in cases of the utmost 
necessity, no on^ dreams of an appeal to tlie court, 
knowing, that after a heavy expense and endless 
litigation, he is sure of losing his cause if the 
advef9ary has money euoygh to protract the suit. 
The evils arising from this relaxation of justice do 
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not stop here ; they have contribiited most mate- 
rially to the destruetion of public morals, and 
created a total want of confidence between indi- 
viduals.; whilst the lower orders, and maay of the 
tiiore opulent natives, takingadvantageof tbeapatby 
and indifference of the law, have formed a com- 
bination highly injurious to the common interest, 
but peculiarly so to the English residents, A 
scandalous monopoly exists in all the markets, 
more especially those for the sale of fish and ani- 
tnal food. The renting of houses is another fertile 
source of imposition, and nothing can exceed the 
rapacity or insolence of porters, watermen, and those 
who drive calisses ; for the certain corrofioration 
of these assertions, it is only necessary to appeal 
to any person who has ever visited the island for 
a few days. Although, as I have heard, by the 
domestic laws of Malta there are proper officers 
to superintend the different markets, nothing can 
be more extraordinary than the various imposi- 
tions practised in them. With respect to the 
meat, in particular, that article is principally im- 
ported from Tripoly and the Morea (the supplies 
from Sicily are comparatively small latterly,) at a 
very cheap rate, yet no diminution is ever known 
to take place at Malta, where it is supposed that 
a profit of fifty per cent, does not sarisfy the but- 
chers. The propriety of sending the Morea and 
Tripoline cattle to the vFcinity of Cape Passaro, 
for the piil-pose of being fattened up for this mar- 
ket has been repeatedly suggested, but without 
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effect ; this meas^ure becomes daily more desirabl^^ 
when we consider the extreme expense, and eyeiji 
difficulty of stall feeding here, and aa to pasturage^ 
there is not an acre of it on the whole, islandi. 
Soon after the late civil commissioner's accession 
to power, a species of fishery was established on 
the southern coast of Sicily, for the very laudable 
purpose of supplying the deficiency of that at* 
tide in the Malta market ; well boats werp also 
provided for its conveyance, and the natives were 
flattered with the prospect of being no longer 
subject to the exorbitant demands of the fis^^r- 
men here. This was, however, of short duration, 
for the latter became so irritated at the thought of 
losing any of thdr custom, that they had recourse 
to various acts of violence, misrepresentations, and 
other stratagems, till the fishery was at length 
discontinued by thje Governor's orders, who, ip 
this instance, as well as many others,^ is said to . 
have carried his partiality for Maltese prejudices 
infinitely too far. 1 am happy to say that there 
are fresh hopes entertained of the foregoing sub- 
ject occupying the civil government'^ attention^ 
if so, the public may have immediate jeeoura^e 
either to Lampadosa or the coast of Sicily** / . 

Having made this short digression upon maltqrs . 
highly important in themselves, and by no pieans 
unworthy of legislative interference, I return to 

* See letter from Sicil^f an whiek this ml^eet in ti-efited at 
'*rge. 
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the subject of legal administration ; and am first 
to observe, in addition to the judicious remarks 
<*ontaided in the chairman's letter, that the practice 
arid etiquette of the law courts here, are strikingly 
in opposition to reason and justice; whilst the ex- 
amination of witnesses in secret, and the absence 
of any thing like a jury, the marked partiality, as 
well iis'frequent incapacity of the judges^ render 
it totally impoi^gible for the public to expect the 
least justice until au entire change is produced. 
The influence of persons of a certain rank in the 
courts, was curiously exemplified lately : a Bri- 
tish merchant anxious to recover a sum of money 
due to him from the bishop's nephew, had recourse 
to his advocate, who, upon hearing the. case, 
coolly replied, ** 1 cannot deny my friend, but 
that you have every claim upon the judges for 
the immediate recovery of a debt so justly due ; .- 
however, it is impossible that we can institute a 
prosecution against the relative of our bishop !" 
Indeed, it rarely happens, where a debt is dis^ 
puted by one of the parties, though ever' so 
justly contracted,' that the recovery of it can be 
effected under two and three years ; and where 
money is left by legacy, people are often kept out 
of it for years by the caprice of any one who 
pleases to throw in a claim upon the most futile 
pretext. It is only, a few mouths since, that 
the father of a family died, and bequeathed up« 
wards of two thotisar* ' pounds to his. three sons : 
a relative prompted by a feeliug of disappoint- 

VOL. II. Y 
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ment at not being remembered in the will of the 
deceased, determined to contend/ora proportion of . 
the money thus left ; the harpies of the law ever 
ready to embrace an opportunity of gaining a little 
emolument, no matter by what means, gladly en- 
tered into his scheme, and as a first step the whole pa- 
trimony was immediately sequestered. Six months^ 
passed away in decisions^ appeals, and new irials ; 
at length the brothers worn out with constant 
attendance at the courts, and despairing of an 
issue to their cause, "not to mention the just ap- 
prehension th^t all their property would soon be - 
absorbed by the expenses, consented, notwith- 
standing the sentence of one of the courts in their 
favor, that the money remaining in the court'^s 
treasury, should be equally divided between them 
and the clafmant. The inconveniencies created 
by the privilege of sequestration are innumerable 
and wide spread; noi* can this cnstom be too 
severely reprehended: it should be observed^ 
that the judges are paid by stated fees, which are 
generally considered as extremely limited, yet 
(here is sdircely one of them who has. net amassed 
considerable wealth since the island has been in 
our hands. To sum up this imperfect, though 
true sketch of the tribunals, it wil] be necessary 
shortly to advert to the Audienza^ the only check 
provided by the constitution of the island against 
the injustice and corruption of the courts, ft is 
evident that on the probity, legal knowledge, and 
iiBpattiality of the members who compose this* 
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fiiust chiefly depend the peoplef's happiness. 
Wketber the present textraordiirary and uncon- 
^itutional mode of conducting the above assem- 
bly is likely to give satisfaction to the public, or 
render them the least benefit, may be judged 
from the following account of its sittings, and 
those who conapose it. J/ 

'On ^very Monday morning throughout the 
year« holidays excepted, 'all the natives and other 
residents who have cause of complaint, assemble 
at the seat of government^ in Valetta, where the 
civil commissioner, aided by the two public se- 
cretaries, and paymaster of the forces preside, for 
the purpose of examining the petitions that may 
be presented, and promptly redressing injuries 
complained of. Without entering into a very 
iietailed examination of the fact, it may be readily 
imagined by thosewho consider th# various links 
which unite the constituted authorities in every 
country, how ill calculated this counciris to 
fulfil the olbject for which it was at first intended. 
There is scarcely an instance upon record, of the 
complainant's having received the smallest benefit 
from an appeal to the auditors : for in cases of 
every kind the petition is handed to the pro-se*^ 
cretary, and from him referred to the very tribunal 
complained of; or returned soon after to the pre- 
senter, with a memorandum in Latin, expressive 
of his Excellency the Gpvernor*s intention with 
respect to its contents, . It also very often ocqurs, 
that the auditors tliem^elves are indirectly con« 

Y 3 . 
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ceroid in tbe objects pf coihplaint ; or owing to 
tbeir being the pnncipal itiemberB of the ejtecti- 
tive, few occurrences take place,* without theif 
having at least had the previous means of knowings 
, the nature of them.- It is, on thie other hadd^ by 
tio means likely to suppose, that the civil corntlvis-^ 
sioner would take the trouble, if he had even the 
necessary time, to wade through the immense 
number of representations in Italian, which are 
made weekly. From the^tate of the tribunals it 
is unnecessary to add, that the Hall of Justice in 
the Palace where the Audienza assemble, is Velry 
fhuch crowded. r 

The number and professional ignorance of the 
law practitioners here are proverbial ; caused as 
much by the increase of litigation, as by thel 
continent being no longer open to those who 
were formerly enabled to obtain a proper profeis- 
sional education at the universities of Italy. 
There is no seminary either here, or in Sicily;- 
wherein students can be effectually prepared for 
this complicated and arduous profession; thus 
you daily see persons of the most ignorant de- 
scription engage in the law, where it would seem' 
that chicanery and fraud are sufficient to supply 
the want of hoiiesty and talent. • ^ ^ 

As connected with the administtation of jus- 
tice, the prisons of this island deserve to bte 
noficed. The one destined for convicts sentenced 
for a period of years, is built close to the Naval 
Hospital, and being a large building, a ptfrt of it 
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iif^ (%:ot^c} to the re^eptian of French prisoners. 
Fi^Qm ,the. hospital, heiog placed much higher 
t;^ian the priapn, it cannot but be contini^ally im- 
pregnated with the effluvia which arise from this 
re^^eptacle. With respect to the,. convicts they, 
lead a life of the greatest inactivity at present; 
whereas, during the Grand .Master*^ time, constant 
employment was given to them, in keeping the 
harbour clear, and clearing the streets, &c. As 
the greater part of these delinquents are confined 
for crimes which in England would be punished 
with death, many have observed that the ends 
of justice would be more amply filled, if they 
weresent to the island of Lampadosa; where, in co- 
lonizing that little interesting spot, an important ser- 
vice would be rendered to Malta, in establishing the; 
proposed fishery upon a proper footing, and cul- 
tivating the land so well adapted in every respect 
for speedy imprpvement. Under the Castelania^ 
a magnificent structure wh«re the courts are heldj 
there is an inferior prison for, the incarceration of 
vagrants, and those convicted of l>reaches of the 
peace, &c. To give an idea of the way in which 
thisjs conductedi it is only necessary to observe, 
that it fronts one of the most public streets in the 
capital ; whilst the prisoners are permitted clamor- 
ously to petition passengers for money, and at the 
enttrance there is a shop kept by the jailer. There 
i«5, besides, in .another part of the Castelania,- a 
place of confinement devoted to the higher class 
of delinquent, being a species of state prison. 
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The police of every country is an object of 
considerable importance ; but in a fortress situated 
as this is, surrounded either by hostile or suspi- 
cious nations, it becomes still more a duty of the 
government, to check the ingress of strangc-rs, and 
establish such other regulations for internal secu- 
rity as may insure the general tranquillity. In 
this place the president of the grand court has 
the sole management of the police ; he is aided 
by an intendant and various subordinate officers. 
Those who come to Malta are obliged to present 
themselves at the Intendant*s Office, and show 
their passport; after which, a permission of resi- 
dence is obtained. That no very great restriction 
has been established for the prevention of fo- 
reigners of every country coming into the garrison 
is evident, from their great, number and rapid 
increase within these last three years. ' There is, 
probi?bly, no circumstance that has interfered so 
much with the prosperity of Malta, or created 
such a cause of dissatisfaction, as thd indiscri- 
minate influx of strangers ; to them we may, in 
a great measure, attribute the enormous high 
prices of provisions, and exorbitant charges in 
-renting houses: whereas, the benefits done to 
commerce by these people, bear no proportion 
wiiatever to the charge they have been to the 
public. It has been asserted, that Xbe tot;al num- 
ber of strangers here is not less than thirty thou- 
sand ; half that number in an island, the resources 
pf wjiich f^ve chiefly derived from without, would 
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be more than sufficient, greatly to enhance the 
price of every necessary of life ; and politically 
considered, their continuance in a place of arms 
cannot be very eligible. The. force of these* ob- 
servations is much more strongly i^mpressed on 
the mind, when I add thait there is no part of 
Europe to which so many persons of infamous 
character resort as Malta, particularly those who 
flock from Genoa, Albania, and Sicily, two-thirds 
of whom are generally without employment, or 
the m^ans of existence : and have, consequently, 
Tjecourse to a variety of depredations here. The 
civil commissioner, awakened by the universal 
complaints of the natives against the introduction 
of so many foreigners, has more than once issued 
la proclamation, which intimated- that those who 
CQuld not give very substantial reasons for wishing 
to remain, in the island, should be forthwith sent 
iaway. This measure has never been productive 
of any other effect than a renewal' of the permis- 
sions of residence, as in no instance has the Pre-- 
^idente^ to whom it was intrusted to discriminate 
who ought to remain and go away, been known 
to send off above a very few individuals who were 
perhaps tired of remaining on the island. This 
point has now been arranged in a very different 
Qianner ; as, by a late regulation, it is ordere?d that 
all strangers residing in Malta, shall p«y a tax of 
one Spanish dollar every three mouths : this is 
certainly a very npvel mode of augmenting the 
revenue; and although it will be doubtless ex- 
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tremely productive, I, question wliether it -will 
either serve to better the condition of the idlaod, 
or render our administration more dignified in 
the eyes of other nations. While upon this 
topic it may not be irrelevant to observe, that 
several Maltese who departed voluntarily with 
the French, have been permitted Jo re-^nter the 
island latterly, and some are even employed in 
public situations. 

• Whilst the Order was in, being, the laws relativei 
to the community of. Jews were rather singular, 
and on some accounts, perhaps, justifiable. The 
hatred that has ever been, directed againgt that 
sect, both by barbarous and civilized nations, ii 
very retoarkable, and to the philosopher who b©8 
never travelled beyond the precincts of his study ^ 
may appear as the effect of illiberality and pre-? 
judice ; to those, however, who are more mi- 
nutely acquainted with their true character, and 
that insatiable spirit of avaricious monopoly, 
which distinguish tl^em so much, the case is very 
different ; and .though an enemy to every thitig 
in the shape of religious or political persecution, 
candour obliges me to say, that -those of the 
Jewish persuasion whom I have met with abroad, 
are influenced by principles and sentiments, with 
respect to other people, that never fail to draw 
on them a large share of obloquy, if not well me- 
rited contempt. These descendants of Abrahwi 
have, notwithstanding, an extraordinary talent of 
establishing themselves, and multiplying wherever 
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thfe autliority of govemiaiei^t is niotf sfeAsoi^ably 
interposed to prevent it.-' To gu^ii against aa 
evil of that kind, the Order of St. John made a 
rule of obliging every Jew who came to the island 
to give an exact account of his object in coming, 
&c. ;- his continuance was always limited to one 
month, and on goijng away, he was constrained to 
p?iy a fine of residence, which went into a fund 
for carrying on the vva,r against the infidels. The 
Maltese, naturally averse to strangers, are parti- , 
cularly inimical to Jews, and are sadly annoyed 
at the thought of our permitting .so many to settle 
here. Their number does not, however, exceed 
three thousand ; but they have establiRhed syna- 
gogues, and coQsider themselves as very securely 
fixed here for the future. Their effect in pro- 
moting monopoly of every kind, miore particularly 
in the commerce with Barbary, is very consi- 
derable. 

Having little more to add relative to the laws of 
this .island, I shall only trouble you with a few 
desultory remarks, suggested by the interesting 
subjects w]iich I have thus attempted in some 
measure to elucidate. 

It is the peculiar misfortune of most countries, 
in those days, that the persons who possess 
patronage and power view things in so favorable 
a light, that however important or necessary a 
change may become, they invariably consider it as 
superfluous, and consequently oppose every mea- 
sure tending to'abridge their influence or emolu* 
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metit. It is to this principle of self love, that we 
might probably trace the continuance of the greats* 
est abuses in some of the most civilized countries of 
Europe; and while such feelings actuate those who 
are, by every rational duty, bound to promote the 
public happiness, it i^ on the other hand natural 
for the friends of humanity to adopt a very differ- 
ent mode of thinking, and they are even called 
upon, not only to deprecate every practice calcu* 
lated to impede their fellow creature's prosperity, 
but to point out those equitable means of ameliora- 
tion, which may be easily resorted to for the 
benefit of the community at large. 

An extraordinary inattention to the promotion of 
our own interests, is often eyinced by nations as well 
as individuals. This observation may be applied to 
the state of affairs in Malta with great justice; "as, 
without inteffering in any manner with the fun- 
damental laws of the isJand, a few temporary r^u* 
lations, with respect to the administration of the 
civil and criminal courts, might have been esta- 
blished after the surrender of Valetta ; by wbieb 
all those evils that have pressed so heavily on the 
natives and English residents for many years, 
would have been easily avoided. The onlyargument 
ever offered against a change in the present system^ 
is, that ^s the island is held by a capitulation, 
which guarantees the people's rights, and our 
ketping it is uncertain, we are not warranted in 
making any innovation whatever. Surely no 
compact, however solemn, can justify our toleration 
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of abuses which milUate so powerfully against the 
interests and happiness of all the inhabitants, as 
those in Malta do. I am most willing to givQ the* 
British ministry all the credit they deserve, for 
this forbearance, which some people are induced to 
consider as a sort of political virtue ; but has it^ 
been their invariable rule to observe the same 
diegree of delicacy towards other places? or if it 
has, does the gfdberence to a weak and indecisive 
policy in one possession, render it the more to be 
applauded in another ? If it is an object of import^- 
ance to consolidate our power in the Mediter- 
ranean, how can that be effected without securing 
the attachment of the inhabitants of those coun- 
tries, which either accident or right of conquest; 
may have thro^vn into our possession ? This desir- 
able end cannot be better attained, than by pro- 
moting an assimilation of manners, disseminating 
a knowledge of the English language with more 
assiduity, and establishing.such a system of legis- 
lation, as, in having for its model our own enviable 
€ind admirable constitution, will di[spense to every 
one the blessings of civil liberty, and promote 
the practice of virtue. The demands of tha 
Maltese are no less rational than just ; they are 
even flattering to an Englishman; dnd as- a reeapi» 
tulation of the principal heads which compose 
their first petition to his Majesty, fully expresses 
all that ought to be said on the subject of tNit 
fi^ht^ and expectations from the British govern-* 
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1 ^ ment, I 
5 - letter.* 



>i[^ 1 ^ ment, I tmnsmit you 'a copy 6f then) with this 



^rN. 



m 



" To his Majesiyy George IIL, King of the United King- 

^^^/^ "^ dom of Great Britainy and Irelmidy i^c. ^,t^ ' 

V XT ^'^"•^'^^^j ^^^ fiiatiTe iDbabiUnts of Malta, and faitHfal subj^ot^ of 

^ '-' your Majesty, .o»?r X^emgn and elected sovereign, s.timij^ted by 

I * ^ ^ N ; tbe events w,hicb have occurted here during th.ese ten yearns, 

^ "^^ *V/ totally bpposite as they have l?een to the idea, a two years 

' ^ . ;t [ arduous blockade, no less than her wide spread fame, had led us 

'^ <t>s^ V to form of the great English nation, take the Ubei1;y most humbij 

: ^ .fc '^ J to lay the following statement at the feet of your Majesty*. ; 

'That rare con$denceand entire submission with which the ' 



v 



C I ^ Maltese demonstrated their attachment to the j^ti$h govemr 
' \ ^ ment, by putting themselves under the orders of your Mc^esty's 
^ * "'• officers, notwithstanding, the ample authority which was vested 
. V.^ IB them, gave to the subjects of your Majesty evo'rjr i«asoii to 
f. N^>. « .\ a&ticipate comspondingseatimerits of hiHiottiaEMi justice on tbm 
-^*^ .<;\ ^^ part; Beverth«leBs, our hopes have in thisrespecl^b^Q fikUUy 
<:;; <\ ^ delusive, and v«e have seen with regret qitr most sad-ed rights 
'^ '^ ^^ ' and important interests sacrificed to a sordid policy* A disbe- 
V '^'^ nourable capitulation concluded between the officers of your 
" . i V Majesty and the Ftench garrison, in wtiichwe N4 at>t tiie 
" V _ i;^^./ smaUest participation, ^^crificed without necessity otirjHPopei^: 
^^'^ "V obliged to lay down our arms in thecoimtry ^hen . onr e^eovte 
*'. . did so in the capital, we saw, with the mo^t lively dissatislpuption, 
^ ^ >*: ^r those very enemies loaded with the spoils of the whole island^ 
r^ ^ ^;;;%nd proudly insuh the universal desolation of the people^ who 
z ■ ^ had for the preceding two years patiently suffered thttACcumo- 
^ ^ "^^ lated evik o£ mortality, hunger, and incessant fatiguejuiidec the 
\' Z^i wnlkofyalfBtto* . ^ . 

** The privilegeof hoMiog the Cmsiglio Fepulm was su{^nd- 
immediately after the capital was reduced, although with a fet- 
tering prpinise from Sir A. B^Jl to the national representatives 
1, V its fulufe r^utiion ; froiKL that moment the inftdicityof our 
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This very reasonable memorial' was transmitted \ 
about two years ago, with the signatures of abov^ 
one hundred of the inhabitants, amongst whom 

situation has progressively increased ; we daily feel more acutely 
tlie e^ct «f its ^appresston ; many persons of the fiist respecffi^. 
bilitji and unequivocal honesty, have been unjustly oppressed ; 
uiemonalS) founded upon the most reasonable claims, have 
repeatedly been passed by unnoticed ; secret and improper influ- 
ence has been exercised on the junsdiction of the magistrates ; 
several pubKc functionaries have been displaced with'otit the ^ 

formality of investigation ; deputations have been assumed by * 

a UiVf obscure individuals, amongst tvhom were some foreigners, 
ibf private^ purposes: thede have addressed the government in 
the name of the people', wllhout any other aUtllority than' the 
sanotton of the eiv^ commissioners ; public institutions,' hitherto 
devc^ed to (Ejects i[>f piety and the education of youth, and which 
were solen^hlyc^nise^i^ted by our forefafhers, have been occupied # 
for vefy d^rent purposes;' various impositions and in^Hs have 
not reached the seat of your Majesty's government, owing to itsf^ 
remoteness, and the fear of incurring the citii comraissioher's^ 
Fe8eTrtii»ent« Some people iiave falsely attributed to'your Ma-* 
jfiSty's MaltiMfce sttbjects'a disposition to be tihqttiet:tfee ample' 
prii^ei^sgrant^d by our ancient sovereigns, our patient sub- 
mis^^infr; a^ ct>nfidenoe in the jlisttce of your Ma its iy, during 
a period' of above 't^h ye&rs, afford to the world st4%i>g^ proofs 6^ 
laiHB, instead of words, to confodnd our * calutnuiatoi s^: in faCt^ 
many other acts of injustice might be dt^, bdt prudeihce re-^^** , 
quires that we should not dwell upeh'tbem ; 'a-dmsU portion of 
these are, hbwever, deposited in fl*^ hands M^Mt. Rich«tds, of 
London : and, in filling up the measure of our sutferin^, serv^ 
to show the justice of those suspicions whfeli Wl»ve a right to 
eutertaih as to the future. 

«* to dissipate then those fears with redpect tf^ott^ future des- 
tinies, and increase those ties of ardent aflfectton.- Which w4 
cherish tov/ards the crowa of your Majesty, we supplicate that 
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were included the principal nobility and gentry 
who had been most remarkable for their opposi- 
tion to the French, and sincere attachment to the 
. English; owing, however, to an informality in 
sending the petition, it was, I understand, returned, 
'to be sent through the civil government here, as 
the oificialand proper channel for such a repre- 
sentation : this unexpected measure of the secre* 
tary of state disconcerted the Maltese very ma- 
terially; and their appr,el>ensions were still more 

. \ ' ■ ""^ "":' " — —^ ' 

*" your Majesty migbt be {^leased to take our situation into your 
most gracious consideration, so that we may at length obtain 
the promised restitution of our anci«nt and dearest rights ; by 
this your Majesty will gratify the l^earts of a loyal and devoted 
people. 

^* These supplications, reduced to general terms, include our 
sacred and ancient rights^ which were violated by the late 
Grand Mastery of St. John, enjoyed by us during the blockade, 
and expressly stipulated for ^hen the islands were giren up to 
^he officers of your Majesty. They were afterwards solemnly 
promised to us by the late Sir A.' Ball and Mr. Cameron, both 
the representatives of your Majesty. - 

'* lst« The principal of these rights is a free representation of 
the people, or CahsigUo Populari (popular council), together 
with the privilege of sending deputies and memorials to your 
^ • Majesty when requisite. 

^^ 2d. Independent tribunals* 

** 3d. A free, but not.licentious press, on all poii^ that cannot 
offiand our religion. 

<Mth. A jury like that of England, or according to our ancient 

usage, with the right of appealing, in all cases, from the sentence 

' of the judges to the popular assembly ; in fine, a constitution 

uniting the, spirit of our old free and legitimate government with 

that of Great Britain^^saviiig, however, our religion/' &»• &c« 



MALTA. , 335 

increased on the publication of the civil commis- 
sioners' proclamation, which I also transmit to 
you,* in which they were characterized as "' a 
few turbulent and factious individuals/' This 
document contained a variety of other expressions, » 
which were by no means calculated to conciliate 
the persons alluded to; and, previotis to the sub- 
sequent petition. being framed, in a more ^modi- 
fied forna, several of those who had put their 
names to the former, although holding situations 
under the civil government, were deprived of 
them; others, apprehensive of losing the means \ 
of supporting their families, were induced to re- 
cant ; so that the second representation, forwarded 
through'the present civil commissioners, though 
differing very little from the first, had not so many 
signatures. Those who signed it were, however, 
persons of great respectability; and it -should be 
observed, that all the nobility renewed their sig- 
natures. 

The case of the Chevalier Parisi, a member of 
one of the first families in the island, and whose 
conduct during the siege was distingtiished by the 
approbation of all our commanders, which led to 
his appointment to the command of the Maltese 
provincial corps, has excited a considerable sen- 
sation, having, as it is said, in consequence of 
signing the petition, been suspended from his 
command without any trial. 

* yide Appendix. 
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Mr. "V^incenzo Borg, of whom the public have 
aheady heard so much, is one of the most arduous 
patriots in Malta; his great services during the 
blockade, and his pecuniary tocrifices, for which 
he has never been remunerated, entitle this gentle- 
man to every praise ; having, however, been said 
to have incurred a late civil commissioner's dis- 
pleasure by his solicitud^ for a restoration of the 
national rights, he has since by some been regarded 
as a suspicious character, although it is univer- 
sally allowed that there is not a more exemplary 
or benevolent man in the island. Many more 
persons of the highest merit might be mentioned 
amongst those who are anxious for a reform ; but 
as the introduction of their names here can have 
no influence in promoting their wishes, it is un- 
necessary to dwell any longer on merits which 
will doubtless, sooner or later, be appreciated by 
the British government. 

Leaving this subject, then, to its own merits, 
I shall proceed, in my next letter, to the discus- 
sion of various other points, connected with 
this island^s welfare ; and though you need nor 
expect a more methodical or detailed narrative 
than the foregoing, it will be my study to unite 
utility with amusement. 

♦ This state paper will be found, in the Appendix, and is. 
highly desei-ving the reader^s atteution. 
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LfitTER lit. ' 

Ou est la profit^ la est la gloire. Vottiia^. 



Hopes of Profit from Malta not rMlizefl — Jujuf^ 
dicious commercial Granis^to Fo^igners — Am£^' 
rican Intercourse — Frauds respecting Licefises^ 
Papers, Sfc. — Political and commercial Anec^ 
dotes — Shameful Conduct of Privateers — Ho*' 
nourable Conduct of Britishresident Merchants-^ 
Vice- Admiralty ^Court^'^-^Representatiofis of the • 
British Merchants on th^ Subject of Bills and 
Specie — Naval Establishment at Malta — Dock^ 
yard — Victualling. Officerr-Office of Ordnance — ^ 
Hospitals — Revenues of ,M(3LlicL-r-T4ieir Admtp 
nistration — Public Establishments — Quaran- 
tine Department. 

Malta, IS12. 

* When Malta first fell into pur hands^ theevent 
was bailed by comlnercial men, as one of the most 
propitious that had taken place. for many years, 
and as promising to the British mercantile inte- 
rests in this country, advantages of the most per- 
manent and solid nature. A variety of causes has, 
however, prevented either of these seemingly 
well-'grounded hopes from being realized; and 
there is probably no part of his Majesty'a (Jomi* 
nions in which more general embarrassment has 
been felt, or fewer fortunes made, than this. Thtf 

VOL. II. z 
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unc^rtain^of our retaining it, in the first instance, 
prevented many from settling in the island ; and 
when declared a free port, in 1800, we at oqce 
opened to dur enemies much greater sources of 
profit than we. ourselves could ever derive fi'om 
the island's commerce. How far the subjects of 
foreign powere have benefitted by that ill-timed 
measure, as yet unrepealed, will appear hefeaftef. 
Independent of many other circumstances which 
are known to influence the pursuits pfconimerce, 
it ought to be premised, that its success must 
chiefly depend on the existence of equitable laws, 
and their fitiChful execution. Without these, it is 
in vain for a merchant to look for an accumulation 
of wealth, except by the intervention of those for- 
tuitous events, that result oftener from accident 
than any other cause ; but that the laws of this 
place have tended rather to the suppression, of 
commerce than to its support, may easily be con- 
ceived after a perusal of the foregoing letters. 
The marked hostility of the Maltese judges in a 
late instance seems to have called forth the just 
indignation of all the British residents. The points 
in dispute, which gave rise to the highly improper 
communication from the former to Lieutenant* 
general Oakes ; and on the other side, an excel* 
lent refutation from the merchants, are so clearly 
detailed in these documents, which I herewith 
transmit you, that I am sure you will read thein 
with. con9iderHble attention, and with full con< 
viction.* 

* Vid« Appendia^. ' 
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The unlimited permission granted to the sub- 
jects of our enemy to import articles of continental 
produce and manufacture, has, for some years, 
nearly superseded the sale of those of England, 
owing to their being sold at a much cheaper rate : 
they have consisted principally of the following: 
viz. linen and woollen cloths, hardware and cut- 
lery of every kind, glass and earthen-ware, manu-^ 
fact u red silks, copper, vitriol, copperas, household 
furniture in immense quantities, iron, leather, 
tobacco, German muslijis, and printed calicoes, 
red and white lead, spirits, &c., &c. These articles 
have, besides, been imported either in enemies' 
vessels or neutrals ; from this place, a great por- 
tion of them have been exported to Sicily, the 
Morea, Constantinople, and the coast of Barbary ; 
and the chief part of the Maltese have bought 
them in preference to J£nglish goods. The evil 
has been, of course, most severely felt by qur mer- 
chants ; and the draft of a letter * representing 
tlie hardships of the case was made out by six 
of the principal merchants ; and although, from 
some cause or another, it wa^ never presented, it 
serves, to illustrate the facts related above. The 
exigencies of the present war, and our extraordi- 
nary position with regard to the continentar 
powers, would surely have amply justified those 
restrictions on imports, which must have substi- 
tuted the fruits of British labour for that of other 



* See Appendix. 
Z 2 . 
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countties; m?iny .. of which have been in a.state of 
war with us for several years. 

. Ap extensive intercourse with America has 
al^o opersUed as another check to the commerce 
of Malta ; and while the ports of that nation were 
shut against Ei^glish ships, a mistaken and tern* 
porizing poligy on oux side ha^ permitted vessels 
jander their flag. to supply all the markets of the 
Mediterranean, not.ezcepting ourselves, with co- 
lonial and East India produce. As to the licel^ce 
trade, it has been carried on here to. t^ie utmost 
extent, and, with few exceptions, been remarkably 
injurious to. the British interests : innumerable 
frauds have been continually detected, and several 
examples made by the vice-admiralty, court ; so 
that, in consequeqce of the measures, which hate 
been lately adopted, a hope is entertained that the 
English government will no longer l^ subject to 
those various and shameful impositions that have 
occurred heresince^their establishment. 

The extreme facility with which.f&reigners c^ 
every description have been enabled to procure 
Mediterranean passes^ together with permission to 
hoist the English flag, has been anotlier source of 
incalculable mischief,, and is certainly very incon- 
sistent with sound policy. There are at this mo- 
ment no less than^ eight hundred vessels registered 
here for passes, and liberty of wearing our flag> 
but of these there are not one-tenth mann^ 
with English subjects ; being, with the exception 
of a few hundred Maltese and Siciiians, invariably 
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navigated cither by Genoese, Italians, Greeks, or 
Albanians. 

tt was the original intention of the British go- 
vernment, that all vessels procuring the above 
privilege should have their captains and one-third 
of the crew subjects of his Britannic Majesty. This 
necessary regulation has been disregarded in almost 
every instance ; and numbers of ships, although, 
when in the harbours of Malta bearing the British 
flag, have been detected going into enemy*s ports 
when in a state of blockade ; and others have eyen 
supplied Corfu with corn. The licensed vessel 
have been obliged, previous to obtaining their 
pass, to stipulate, that they would take on board 
a proportion of colonial produce and English 
manufactures, which Were to be sold at an 
enemy's ports, and the return cargo brought to 
Malta; but this has beeh evaded in a thousand 
instances. It is also a singuter fact, that subjects 
of every nation have, through the agency of se- 
veral English and Maltese merchants, been enabled 
to procure passes, and simulated papers, totally 
contrary to the spirit of the Orders in Council. 
Upon that subject; many ^persons be^e,'wh6*were 
considered as men of respectability^ have been 
discovered to have lent th^ir naih)ss to the nominial 
proprietorship of vessels in which they had no- 
share; and as yet I have not heard of a stiigle 
example having been made of one of these people, 
although the act was little better than one of "pre- 
nieditated peijury. ^ 
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The Greek &hipd, from different parts of tbe 
ArchipeJago and the Morea, havetieeQ actiyeiy em-* 
ployed ifi Hie above species of fraud ; and, I jam 
sorry to aay, Imposed most suecessfuUy on tb* 
credulity of the civil government; oiie or two 
instances will illustrate their mode of acting* , 

The ship Epaminondas, of Spez^ia, in the Mo«* 
rea, Antonio Pan'ajottt real owner and master; 
Edward CarltOi^,* of Malta, nominal owner; 
Paolo Reeca, a Maltese, nominal captain of the 
colours ; left L^horn a few months since, under 
the Greek flag, with a valuable cai^o of French 
cloths, silkis, capSf &c»^ and came to this piac«, 
where her papers were snuluhsited, and she obtained 
a British fetter of mi$rqu€y after which she pro- 
ceede4 to Smyrna, and sold her cargo ! 

Anoth^ Greek vessel, whose name I do not 
recollect, procured papers here, and took on board 
the captain of colours, who was a Maltese together 
With part of her caigo, to be disposed of in .a 
Firench port, and then she was of course to return 
here. She went to Leghorn, sold the omgo, and 
received dc^lars in return for it: with tbese^op 
boards f he sailed towaids this place. WheiPL off 
the island of Saa^dii^a, the most^ aiid qrew, ^1 of 
whom are inteiesteil m this iUnd of sbipa» hiekl a 
isonsujitation, in wbieb tbey det^^nnined* ilddat^ 
instead of entering Maita, the captain Qi this 

"" *' "" iii m ii >ii<iii> »*■■— *^i<i»iwyi^i>i i II II ■■i«i ri u\ ».*iit i i *m»m » ' . » » * t ^ ^ \\ i * 1tf 

P. This g«n<lsmita holds a sitaatUa of eanniiweiif ani rmfoo^ 
«Lhttit}r aa^T the C^igUA bf^ of ipercljMiUs^ 
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t^olobrs should be forthwith thrown overboord, 
and. assuming their own colours, to retiuqai to the 
Morea, where the profits of the voyage were to 
hb 'shared^— while this scheme was in agitation, » 
Maltese privateer fortunately hove in sight, g^Ve 
chase, and came up shortly, upon which, the 
terrified master related the circumstance that had 
just occurred ; the vessel was immediately seized, 
and brought in here for condemnation. With 
respect to the character of the modern Greeks, 
although not materially connected with my ob* 
ject, I cannot help observing in this place, that 
they possess all the sanguine ferocity of. their 
ancestors without a particle of their refinement. 

The.aboveis an exact picture of the license find 
Mediterranean pass system: that of privateering, 
no less remaricable, is next to be\noticed. Them 
have generally, during the present war, beeir.from 
thirty to forty of these vessels belonging to Malta, 
and the whole number, with very few excepti<»is, 
the property of Genoese and Albanian advdhtu- 

» rers; who, by some means Of oth#r, have been 
permitted to domiciliate in tlie island. As a 

' source of injury to the national cbcauct^r of Gre^t 
Britain, and isommerce ip genftral, nothing c^n 
possibly equal the nefarious conduct of those who 
sail in privateers. The mnftbsr of Maltc^^, j(% 
no Englishmen ever embark in them,} i« o(^[h- 
paratively trifling ; and by 5&t Jthe .greatast4i9lt. Of 
their crews, not excepting the captains, pre per- 
sons who have alternately served isnd^ our fl^ 
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artd that of France^ as 'may have best suited thje 
oociision. The in®uHiemnle outrages, and darh)g 
^irdcies, committied by tbe Maltese privaCeears, 
would fill a; large volume. It is a fact, beyond 
contradktiota, that msiny of these. lawless adMeu*: 
turers are sustainedwhen cruizing, eitba:! by pjuii^ 
during vessels, no matter of what aatimi, or land.^ 
ing on the coasts of the enemy, or of neutrals, and 
seizing whatever, they can find- . Their depreda- 
•tions have lately been confined to the Adriatic ^ 
where, amongst the defeneele$s islandsi on . the 
coast of Dalfimtia, the 'most shocking acts of burr 
barity have beeli committed. The conduct of 
several privateers' crews, lately, has been particu^ 
iarly hurtful to the commerce of Malta, and 
ruinous to many individuals : it is a positive fact, 
that a number of vessels, laden with naval stores^ 
hav^ been detained, in the. ports of Fidme and 
Bucari, lest, on tlieir passage to. (ihis. place,/ they 
should be seized by privateers bearing our ilag^tit 
having become a common^ practice ..with- the 
mrastei^s Of tiiese vessels to tletam all ships: thai 
tfave a UceAce oi^ boards as there is scarcely nevipr 
any one in them who understands the Engl^h 
ianguage, and» at .all events, when in the port of 
Malta, the owners are enabled to intixnidate iiDem 
injto an accommodation, by threatening » trial at 
the viee-admiraltycoiifl) which is usually attended 
"with an enormously heavy expense. . 

'We have certainly a navy sufficiently powerful 
4Q» maintain that Unviable superiority already aCt? 
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quired, without suffering the British character to 
be tarnished by toldrating such ruinous auxiliaries ^ 
and their entire aoppression is not only rendered 
necessary on political grounds, but would be most 
s^viceable to the general interests of comiMerce, 
In: closing this subject it affords me much satis^ 
faction to observe, thatf the English merchants 
resident in Malta have, with the exception of a 
few: instances, abstained from speculating in pri- 
vateers the greater part of which belong to Ge^ 
noese, Greeks, and x\lbanians, who for the naost 
part have been driven out of their own countries; 
and found in Mailta a refuge which they would be 
denied on any part of the continent : the easy per- 
mission granted these people to settle here, has ^ 
long been a source of the greatest complaint 
amongst the Maltese, and when their ^characters 
aye recdllected, together with the limited re* 
sources of the island, this jealousy and disappro* 
batton must be considered as very natural. 

"Afs the manner of conducting the vice-admiralty * 
court*, at this place has been already illustrated 
in England,it will be only necessary for me to detail 
a few prominent &cts, as calculated to confirm the 
public opinion, and at the same time shew the neces* 

1 P Those who may be desirous of becoming more intimatdj 
acqiiaiiited with thepetvonal. qualiiicatioBS <^ the menibersof 
the vice-admiralty court here^ are referred, to- ^ poem.lntely Hv^ 
oat from England, entitled << The Ten Honest Lawyers," ftad 
containing, in veiy excellent veii^ification, a number, of lodicroDS 
traits, 
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•tty of a radical reform ia this highly important 
branch of legal administratioii in Malta. Your 
re£prenoe to one of the papers transmitted here* 
with,* will discover some.£icts particularly interest- 
ing, if you have not had an opportunity of seeing 
the documents produced by Lord Cochrane in the 
House of Conimons, a|^ although that patriotic 
' and gallant officer's exertions have not been 
crowned with success, bis Lordship's efforts are 
not the less intitled to public gratitude ; his sog^ 
gestions will, however, it is hoped, produce the 
desired effect on some future occasion. Amongst 
the. many abuses connected with the admiralty 
court, Qone appears to be more nriarioua or tend- 
ing to the injury of British subjects than that 
which I am about to expose. 

When the fate of Austria was decided by the 
disastrous treaty of Presbui^, and amongst her va-^ 
orious other 9e8sioi)s,^she lost her mmitime ports, in 
the Adriatic, a great number of the imperial ves- 
sels flew to thia place for protection ; many were 
detained by orders from the British government, 
and the whole became anxious to trade; uml^ the 
English flag, a priyil^e totally incompatible with 
the navigation act, except under particular re- 
strictions, one of which requires that vessela of 
foreign construction are to pay heavy additional 
4luties for entering the ports of the united king- 
dom ; whereas captured enemy's vessels r^u- 

* VidcAppeodu. 
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. larly coademmed by ao adrairahy court, are by 
law in titled to all the adTaotages of Britwh bot- 
toms. Some meichantshere, regardless of those 
priDMples of honor by which commerce can alose 
be a source of public benefit, determined to ob- 
tain by firaud that which could not be effected in 
any otb^ manner ; and, it is positively asserted 
that the condemnations of several small French 
vessels were transferred to large Austrian ships, 
which thereby became bonajide British. In order, 
.however, to establish this right, the concurrence 
of the vice«*admiralty court became absolute 
oeoessary, ai^d before the certificate of registry 
was .granted for any ressel, one of condemnation 
was first given by the judge^ in which the deputy 
marshall of the court was directed and authorized 
to repair on board all condemned vessels, and give 
a minute description of their length, breadth, &c 
^fter which they were intitled to a register, but 
on no account before. It will .scarcely be /cre- 
ated that under such legal provisions, of the most ' 
importasit legislative act in the Eritish empire, an 
abu^ %o j^laring aa the above should. have been 
permitted to exist ; yet such was unquestionably 
the fact, and in order to remove any doubts upon 
a matter of so much importance, I have transmits 
ted you* the copies of two original documents 



^ Yifie Appendix, 
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which will amply illustrate the- truth of my as* 
sertions.* 

The conduct of our merdhants here has, gene- 
rally speaking, been marked with a considerable 
degree of energy. Those little-minded jealousies 
which follow us into all out foreign possessions, 
have not, however, increased the property of 
Malta ; nor can it be denied, that an undue influ* 
ence and extensive spirit of monopoly, have fre- 
quently cranaped the best endeavours of industry: 
The formation of an insurance company and bank,, 
amongst other institutions calculated to promote 
commerce, have been sources of the greatest 
utiKty. Upon the subject of supplying govern- 
ment with speciei a warm controve^csy and exten- 
sive difference of opinion has prevailed. Incapable 
of forming a decisive judgment upon a question 
of such magnitude, it will be sufficient for my 
purpose to state the facts which have occurred in 
• the money market. 

On the 28th of October, 1 809, nearly the whole 
body of British merchants established here, ad- 
dressed the following letter to the civil cdmmis* 
sioner. - 



* SiBce writing the above, a cause has been actually tried in 
the court of exchequer, Penny v. Wilson, AUardyce, and others, 
merchants at Malta, when the &ct of the San Antonio, named in 
the certificate, hftving^obtained a register in the way alluded to^ 
was unequiTocally proved and the Rhip condemned. 
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, Sjr, ^ 

A^e, the undersigned British merchant^ residing 
in the c;ty a£ La Valqtta, take the libet ty, of pall- 
ing your Excellency's, attention to th^ system of 
negotiating pj^bjic bills o^ the coranuissariat of 
this island,, which is by the commissary general 
fixing, an exchange, at which he is willing to 
grant bills. The terms in general aae not in a just 
proportion, with the value of mon^y in the place,, 
andgreatly under the exchange for u,aexcept;ionable 
commercial paper ; the copseqlieRce of which 
system is., that the com^missary general can obtain 
little' or no money on those conditions, and the 
wants of the government increasing, he is obliged 
to i^acrifice very largely to meet the necessities of 
the department by negotiating in private, on very. 
unfiivorable terms. Immediately such private, 
negotiation has bpen concluded, he again fixes, 
the exchange at the same rate jt was before, thus 
of course, mpst completely excluding the possi- 
bility of procuring money except by a recurrence 
to a private negptiation, which has lately taken 
place in several instances. 

It may be said the wants of government are/, 
urgent and it would be dangerous to make them 
known ; this we can in a great measure refute, as 
the other public departments, -by advertising for 
money, obtain it on much more advantageous, 
terms. The naval agent victiialler ,pn or about 
the ISth instant, passed his bills in this manner 
for ^10,000 at 61 Jrf. per dollar ; in short we have 
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only to refer your Excellency (that you may be 
conrinced of what we assert,) to the diflferent 
departments for the course of exchange obtained 
by their public adrertisements. 

We beg leave also to represent to your Excel- 
lency, that the present system of negotiation, 
preventing a fair and open competition among the 
merchants, is highly injurious to the commerce 
of this place, owing to their not having generally 
a free and equal access for the purchase of bills on 
the treasury ; and if followed up must ever be done 
at a great sacrifice of public money, as will more 
fully appe?ir, by comparing the course at which the 
Commissary general has made these private nego- 
tiations with the enclosed statement of the com- 
mercial' exchange, from the Ist of May, to the 
present time. And we are firmly of opinion 
that he could by allowing such open competition, 
even for so large a sum as two hundred thousand 
pounds sterlings have procured the money on 
much more advantageous terms than he has done. 

We do therefore most earnestly submit to 
your Excellency's consideration, whether it would 
not be more desirable for the benefit of tiie 
public service to allow a fair and open competition 
to the commercial interest generally to tender 
for the bills of the commissariat department, in 
the same manner as practised hitherto by the other 
public departments. 

We have the honor, &c. 
Signed by, Foriy^ttvo MtrchwnU. 
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June, . . . . 
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July, . . . . 
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Sept, . . . . 
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Oct., . . . . 
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61 
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INCI-OSURE. 

I the underwritten director of the colamer- 
cial rooms of thia city do hereby certify, that 
having taken the needful information from several 
of the principal merchants and brokers here resi- 
dent, I find the following to have been the state 
of the exchange on London for unexjceptionable 
bills, from the 1st of May, to the Slsf^of October^ 
1809. 

From. 1st of Mky, 1809, to the ISth, 5B,|(f. to 58d. per Dollar. 

30th»60 
30tb, 60 
dlst, 59 
31st, 61 
30th, 60 
31st, 61 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 

set my hand and affixed the seal of 

these roams in Valetta, the 1st day 

of November, 1809. 

(Signed^) J. Slythe, Director. 

One would imagine that the reasons alleged 

in this communication, must have led to that 

degree of impartiality so necessary for the mutual 

benefit of the government and the public ; yet 

singular as the fact may appear, the commissariat 

with few exceptions has continued to raise money, 

upon terms similar to those stated ever since ;» 

while the other departments have had recourse to 

no other means than those pointed out in the 

letter. The association of ^ six tnerchants, who 

have generally bought the Commissary generars 
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bills has excited a ^eat degree 'of dissatisfaction 
here^ dnd not unaptjy been designated the Cabal : 
it is asserted, and I believe with great truth, thmt 
these conscientious gentlemen have, in the nego* 
tiation of government bills alone, made large 
fortunes : a late occurrence of this kind will give 
some idea . of their general plan. Knowing that 
the Commissary general at Messina was about to 
negotiate for a large sum, when the exchange here 
was much lower, one of the members went off to 
Sicily by express, and arriving at the British head 
quarters in time to 'make his pffer, he concluded a 
bargain »with Mr. Burgraan, to the amount of 
several hundred thousand dollars at the exorbitant 
exchange 6f 74d. per Spanish dollar, when at 
Malta it might have been done for about twenty 
per cent, lower. There are several interested indi- 
viduals here, who maintain that it would be 
impossible for the commissariat to obtain the 
necessary sums without having recourse to this 
mode; while the generality of the merchants 
flatly deny il: the only effectual method of 
obviating the above inconveniences would be that 
of government sending a periodical sum of money 
both to Malta, and Sicily. That would serve to 
keep the exchange from fluctuating in the way it 
does now, ^nd enable the commissary to observe 
a rigid ipipartiality in bis future transactions. 
Although there are other causes in existence, 
which tend to depress trade very considerably 
in this island, those already mentioned areaiDongst 
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the cttost impopta&t ; it is thjierfifore self evident 
that until the laws are revis#, every speoies of 
monopoly diminished, if not destroyed, and that 
commerce in general shall excite the tinceasing 
solicitude of the civil government, little hopes of 
ite resuscitation, ^f the expression' may be used^ 
cap. be eotertained by the inhabitants. 

The importance and extent of our naval estab-^ 
lishmenlB here will be a* sufficient excuse ftjuf 
troubling you Trith a short account of them. The 
dock-yard is situated at the extremity of one of 
the creeks which forms the grand port, and though 
mucii has been done for its improvement, it is yet 
susceptible of considerable changes, that ^vould > 
tender, the place infinitely more convenient. It 
is by^fer too confined,* and on this account the 
propriety of taking in a large space of ground 
extending to the right, has been 'often suggested^ 
3^here is also a large buildmg at the upper end of 
the. creek, built under the auspices of Sir A. Ball^ 
afid intended for a market-place ; but which, from 
itis vicinity to the arsenal, is said to be much bet-: 
ter calculated for a naval store, as the harbour has 
shown a disposition to fill up here. It was lately 
proposed by the builder of the dock -yard, that the 
excavations from the new dock constructing under 
his direcJ.ion, should be deposited at the head of 
the c?eek,-for the purpose of deepening the water, 
and of removing the very unhealthy effluvia o^irca^ 
aionedby its stagnancy at present; but this highly 
U3^fu4 .proposition was rejected by the^ admiiiis- 

VOL. II. , A A 
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trators of public property, as mterfering with their 
jurisdiction^ although its utility was evideut. 

During the Order's government, a number of 
convicts were kept continually employed in Qlear-* 
ing the harbour, and in presenting the shallowness 
^ occasioned by the quantities of mud which are so 
apt to accumulate in different parts of it; that 
practice has been discontinued ^or some, time, and 
that labour, which while it satisfied public jus* 
tice became useful to the community, has been 
suffered to remain in idleness and inactivity; should 
it be found inexpedient to employ these persons 
again, recourse may be had to the floating steam* 
ei^ine as used in several of the ^JSnglish ports« 
The ^uperintendance of this important work be- 
longs more properly 4o the harbour-master, aa 
oflSce which was created by the. late Sir A. Ball, 
then civil commissioner, with a capital house and 
good salary attached to it; but the recent appoint- 
ment of the person who occupies that situation, to 
an office for registering foreign ships, by Lieutenant 
General Oakes, must in a great measure interfere 
with his more important avocations afloat, if not 
prevent their exercise altogether. JMinisters arc 
entitled to much praise for having lately procured 
a grant from parliament^ to be employed in con^ 
structing a dock here fit to receive our largest 
ships; the execution of this spirited work has 
b(^n confided to Mr. Bray* master-builder, than 

* Since the libove wag writteDi Mr. Bmy has pdM tk^'del>t of 
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wbom a more persevering or meritorious officer 
could not have been chosen ; he has also the merit 
of having been the principal promoter of this :: . 
design, although warmly opposed by those preju- 
^ dices, which but too of^eu check the progress of 
genius, and deprive the public of important bene- 
fits. The patronagewithwhichhe hasbeen honored 
from a distinguished personage at the navy boardf 
has enabled Mr. Bray to surmount all the obsta- 
cles that were thrown in his way, here, even by 
persons in his own department, and a rapid pro- 
gress has already been made in the dock. Many 
persons have pretended that its construction jo a 
place,' the tenure of which is uncertain, was incon- 
sistent with sound policy ; but this is amongst 

nature, and the public lost a most Taluable servant. The peca- 
liar mauuer iu which his death was occasioned ,has considerably 
embittered that melanchdy event to his friends ; for being on a 
sailing party about the middle of last September, the boat in 
which he was> filled^ and before any effectual assistance could be 
affonLed he was suffocated. No moment, could hare been more, 
unfortunate for such an event, for the progriess of the dock, in the 
short space of three months, was such as to exceed his most 
sanguine expectations, and those of the public ; to the well known 
merits of this officer it ought to be added, that he was the cco- 
iitant companion of the gallant Sir S; Snsdth, at the* memorable 
siege of St. Jean d* Acre; where British valour experienced such 
a triumph. In bis letter to Lord Nelson, dated on board the Tigre, 
off Mount Lebanon, June 16th, 1799, Sir Sidney pays a just 
I tribute to the exertions of Mr. Bray, by observing that he was 
<< one of the bravest and most intelligent men he ever met 
with." 
t The worthy comptroller Sir T. B. Thompson, 
r A A 9 
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those opinions that many people are so apt to make, 
who argue from confined views of the subject. 
Since our first possession of Malta, it has been 
necessary to keep a ^ large fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean ; at this moment, the number of men of. 
war inside the straits of Gibraltar exceeds one hun- 
dred and twenty ; of these, several are annually in 
want of being docked, either from accidents or na- 
tural causes; where the only substitute for that, at 
present, is careening, or heaving down, an operation 
which is attended with a great loss of time and 
very heavy ex pence, besides innumerable incon- 
veniences of another description well known to 
naval men. In fact so many accidents have hap- 
pened whenever ships have been hove down, 
that it is now only resorted to in cases of the 
greatest necessity, and ships are frequently sent to 
sea in a dangerous condition, rather tha^n they' 
should go through the above operation.* The 
exigency of the service is also generally a bar to 
any considerable delay in port ; and as to sending 



* The impolicy of keeping our ships of w^r out in foreign 
countries too long, has been frequently pointed out as injurious to 
the seamen's interests ; a remarkable instance has occurred rery 
lately of its impropriety in other respects; for his Majesty's ship 
Tofpaze was found to be in so bad ,a state, that she ^n^iild never 
bear heaving down, Pod )yas sent to £ng]and with a convoy; while 
on the passage, she met with several heavy gales, and arrived safe 
by a miracle, for the pumps were kept going night and day ; it 
was even necessary to fiap her round with cables to prevent her 
falling to pieces. 
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ftbips home when in want of being docked, that has 
always been found to be impracticable, from the 
great number continually required to guard the 
different naval stations in this country. Although 
it can hardly be necessary to add any thing more 
in support. of the proposition for a dock, I ought 
to observe that the expenses attending its comple- 
tion are objects of minor consideration, when 
compared to its amazing utility, and that those who 
have made that an objection, should have recol- 
lected that the profits arising from suffering trans- 
ports and large merchant ships to enter, when un^ 
occupied by men of war, would shortly reimburse 
gover,nment for a great proportion of the monies 
expended. 

The principal officers of the yard, in addition 
to their salaries, are allowed excellent quarters/ 
those for the builder, master-attendant, and store- ' 
keeper, are in its immediate neighbourhood ; but 
the commissioner has a magnificent palace allotted 
to him in Valetta. It is very naturar for every 
man to wish for an increase of his domestic com- 
forts : this desire is, however, very frequently 
carried beyond reasonable limits by persons in 
the employ of government, thus unnecessarily 
increasing the public expenditure; the x:ontinued 
and numerous embellishments which have been 
added to the dwellings of the above offices, are a 
proof of thii.. It is even asserted, that several 
workmen from the yard used formerly to be em- 
ployed upon, jobs, which had no relation whatever 
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to the naval service^ The agency of Greenwich 
Hospital has, by. a recent change, been conferred 
on the store-keeper ; it is a place, the emokuneats 
of which entirely depend on the attention devoted 
to it by the agent, as he gets five per cent, upoo 

^all the money that passte through his handa ; 
now it may be of the greatest importance to tl>e 
interests of the naval yard here to observe, that 
the duties of the store-keeper are generally more 
than any on^ person can properly attend to ; yet 
Mr. West holds this troublesome situation, which, 
although he is obliged to keep a clerk of the yard 
constantly employed in it, interferes most mate- 
rially with his other avocations. 

We have not as yet availed ourselves of half 

' those resources which might be drawn irom the 
sorrouBding countries, partly owing to the state 
of the war, but much more so to bad management. 
Larger quantities of timber might,. with the utmost 
facility, be procured from the Adriatic, Albania, the 
Mo^ea,and evenCaramania, which has not been yet 
tried; but the charge of getting it hitherto has upfor- 
tunately fallen upon persons who were, above all ^ 
others, the worst calculated to succeed in any un- 
dertaking that required a talent for negotiation. In 
one instance, which occurred within my Q.yii re* 
.coUectioii, and while Captain Percy Fra^ea* was 
naval commissioner here, there were above thirty 
thousand dollars embarked ob board a fore^n mer- 
chant ship, intrusted to the care of a Mr, Laird, who 
had been British consul at R^ttsa: that gentle* 
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tnan proceeded to Durazzo, where, having quar* 
relied with the Pacha, he was put under an ar- 
rest ; so that not above two or three cargoes at most 
have come from that port, whereas the money sent 
was nearly sitffic»ei}t to purchase a whole forest. 
At another timfe, and while Commissioner F. was 
bere, there was a person sent to the Morea, for 
the purpose of examining the quality of the tim- 
ber there : he was an Englishman, totally unac- 
quainted with the language; and set out from 
Petrass, determined, if possible, to execute the 
object of his misjsion ; he was, however, scarcely 
three days absent when he lost his way ; and 
being most severely beaten by the savage natives, 
he saved bis life with difficulty, and returned to 
Malta as wise as he went. 

In this, as well as other respects^ we require a 
new system, of design and execution. There are ^ 
many places in the Mediterranean, besides those 
above mentioned, that can abundantly contribute 
to the support of the British navy. From large ] 
frigates downwards to every subordinate class of/ 
vessels might be constructed at Malta, much 
cheaper than iti England, and composed of the \ 
finest timber. It has often surprized me that the ^ 
Navif Board should be at the heavy expense and 
trouble of sending gun-boats in frame out here, 
while they can be built, either in Malta or S>cily, 
fcM* one- third less money than the wood costs at 
hooae. ^ 

The Victoallisg Office is.contt^noAis to the 
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dock-yard, and admirably calculated for all the 
purpoaes of expedition and convenience. The 
manner in which this departuiedt has been con- 
ducted for many years has, owing to some recent 
discoveries, attracted a good deal of notice here; 
but, notwithstanding the abrupt removal of the 
late agent victualler, Mr. Wilkie, who had been a 
servant of the put)lic*for above forty years, and 
served his Majesty with the. most distinguished 
honour, it has been clearly ascertained, that all 
the irregularities that have occurred ifi this office 
are of a nature which do not in any manner im- 
plicate, the above-named gentleman,, having pria- 
cipally originated with sOme person in a difierent 
department who, by a late arrangement, acquired 
an inftuence with it hitherto unknotwn^ and per« 
baps unnecessary. As an ample inquiry has been 
instituted into the concerns of this important office, 
it would be altogether superfluous to extenxl my 
remarks on the subject, although I cannot help 
depressing a hope,, that those who have been de^ 
tected as the instruments of corruption will shortly 
be brought to that punishment they so justly 
merit. 

During the late civil commissioner's adminis- . 
tration, bis flag as rear-admiral was flying in the 
Grand Port ; apd in addition to^ his other nume- 
rous charges, his Es;cellency superintended ail the 
naval concerns of the island. Since his decease, 
no flag officer has been permanently stationed here; 
a circumstance which has n^o&t materially im* 
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p^ded the public service, as the senior officer for 
the time b^ingns entirely unequal to the task of 
making those arrangements required^for the faci- 
lities of commerce, and the various dispositions of 
the naval force, with that degree of promptness 
generally required; his own peculiar situation, 
coming here merely to refit the ship he commands, 
interferes considerably with the impartiality that 
ought to mark his proceedings ; nol* can he use the 
degree of authority necessary to keep the different 
public departments in proper order. The perma- 
nent establishment of an admiral possessing any 
talents for business, and of conciliatory manners, 
would be of the most expensive utility here, as 
tending to prevent many abuses, and eminently 
promote the interests of commerce, ? 

With respect to the general internal regulation 
of the naval arsenal, that is an object particularly 
worthy of inquiry : the detection of those abuses 
connected with its administration belongs to a 
higher power ; and the present commissioner * 
has, for many, months, had an ample scope for his 
zeal and activity in bringing to light some prac- 
tices, as disgraceful to the parties copcerned as 
they were injurious to the public. 

The Naval Hospital, though by no means so 
eligibly situated as it might be, is remarkably well 
administered, under the care of Mr. Allen, the prin- 
,i i ■ ■■11. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■■■ ' ■ 'I i ■ i '■■ ' ■ ■ ■'■ 1 .1 ■ I «■ 

* Captain J. Larcom, wha i^ said ta be as estimable in pri^ 
f^te life as be is a distingnaisbed ornament of his profession. 
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cipal surgeon. It was some jnears ago in contem-^ 
plation to remove this establishment to the oppo- 
site side of the Grand Pott, where* there is a spa- 
cious and ajry building, which, with some repairs, 
might be made a mc»t capital receptacle for the 
naval sick. It cannot be from motives of economy 
that this desirable work, has been suspended, as 
in the military departments of tlie island every 
idprovemeiit, as well as alteraltion, hitherto pro- 
posed has not felled to be put into prompt exe« . 
^ution. 

The Office of Ordnance, although equally con- 
nected with the army, is too conspicuous to be 
passed by unnoticed ; but with respect to this de-^ 
partmeut, there is little to be observed, except 
that it is totally in^ossible for any public esta- 
blishment to be conducted with greats propriety 
or uniform activity; indeed, the feciiity with 
wlaicb bis Majesty's ships are supplied, and the 
uriremittii% attention of the respective offieefs, , 
eannot be too highly applaudied. 

There are few men of science in the military art 
who appear to agree in their ideas of perfection as 
to the best mode of fortifying a place. Now, with 
respect to Malta, which has always been cited as 
impregnable, a number of most expensive and la- 
borious alterations have been continually made 
by the engineer department. In a late instance, 
many people were surprized to see above a hun^ 
dred soldiers employed in making deep^xcava- 
tions opposite the Aibergo de CMtiliiay mbfich ii, 
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unquestionably the most unassailable part of this 
fortress. On inquiry, I found that the angle of 
the parapet wanted to be lowered, and the breast* 
work was not high enough. It was added, that a 
new commaading officer had been lately appointed 
to the engineers.* 

It has repeatedly, and with great justice, been 
asked, why Great Britain, under her own financial 
difficultieiis, should persist in expending so many 
millions on possessions, the pevenues of which, if 
judiciously managed, are m9re than sufficient for 
their own entire support. This ruinous practice, 
although originating in the most liberal policy 
ever adopted by any nation, will, I trust, be soon 
finally exploded. It may probably be said by the, 
Maltese, that we haye^ not done them that degree 
of justice^ in not restoring th^ir late, civil and po« 
litical rights, which they had reason to expect from 
a firee nation like Great Britain, and which th^ir at* 
tachmeht towards us entitled them to dbtain ; yet 
they cannot but recollect th^t we rescued th^afrom 

* In having thus introduced t^is important department, 1 beg 

it may not be supposed that any* reflection is meant to be thrown 

on the talents or zeal of Colonel Dickens, who happens to be 

/ absent on leave; that officer's long services, and excellent 

public and private character, are well knowu to his Majesty's. 

government; and although, in common w^th all those who know 

him, it would give me infinite satisfaction to hear of his removal 

to a situation morb suited to his merits, the society of Malta 

N would suffer a most serious loss in being deprived of a faioily no 

^less distinguished &r amiableness of manners tlian mdimited 

Jiospitalijiy^ 
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the yoke of a ferocious and tyrannical enemy, who 
would have gladly annihilated, if possible, the 
whole population. This is a truth which should 
ever be engraven on their hearts; and I am certain, 
if, on the one hand, they are dissatisfied with our 
local administration of affairs in the island, there 
is not, on the other, a single native, possessing 
a talent of political reflection, who does not feel 
a due degree of gratitude towards the British go* 
vernment for all that has been done of;a nature to 
benefit their.condition. 

On the Order's suspension, or rather the arrival 
of Buonaparte, in 1798, a vital blow Was given to 
the revenues of the island, which had for a long 
period been falling to ruin ; yet, by a calculation 
transmitted to theTreasury in >802,the total amount 
of all the funds exceeded ^387,000 annually.* 
Since that period, many of those heads, which 
constituted the revenue then, have- experienced a 

* The fbll<miDg ealcalation, copied from Mr. Eaton's works^ 
gives a very favourable picture of the Majitese reveaue ; yet, 
how does it hap^^en that large sums are annually drawn upon his. 
Majesty's Treasury for the island's support ? This question wiil, 
I trust, soon occupy the serious attention of government. ' 

Annual revenue £287,765 

Annual expence of the civil estab- 
lishment £57,882 

Pay and maintenance of the ordinary |^^ 

garrison of 5000 British troops, al<« 

lowing . • 125,060 

The annual surplus will be ... 104,883 — — - — -— 

£287^765 
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pwogressiv^ and considerable increase, particularly 
those of the Custom-house and the tax on wine; 
ther^ has also been a larger sum derived from the 
letting out of public property th^t consists of lands 
and houses, though not one-third so much as 
might have been realized, as they have generally; 
been let for less than a tenth of their value, when 
compared to the rates of rent in general. There 
are a number of stores and dwelling-houses let at 
this moment to persons who have no claim what- 
ever on the indulgence of the civil government, 
for twenty and thirty pounds per annum, for which 
three hundred might be procured. 

In the country there are a number of houses, 
with lands attached to them, neither let or occu- 
pied ; these, if disposed of to industrious indi- 
viduals, would become a new source of revenue. 
The military quarters are the fmest in Europe ; j 
and it is ^aid that those. kept for the use of his ^^ 
Majesty's troops are fit to contain double the 
number of men generally compo3ing this garrison. 
Nothing can exceed the jealousy caused by the 
partiality which has been hitherto observed in the 
disposal of government lands and houses. 

Amongst the new impositions which have only 
beeit laid on very lately, is a duty of ,a half per 
cent, on all goods and merchandize landed in qua- 
rant'ae, together with an additional port duty of 
two dollars per diem, to be paid by all vessels 
while unloading at the quarantine wharf; these 
are expected to be very productive. Another duty 
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of five per cent, h established on the sale of all 
ships purchased by foreigners ; the Maltese and 
English residents paying two and a half: also a 
Aionthly poll-tax on carts and calisses, and one 
dollar every three months from each stranger who 
remains in the island. 

The general revenues can never experience any 
great improvement wWIe entrusted to the ma- 
nagement of persons who are unacquainted with 
the exact nature of them; at present, the pay- 
master of the fbrces, a person totally unfit for the 
6ffice,has been appointed, and continues to super- 
intend them ; his own situation is one of con- 
siderable emolument, and requires, as every one 
knows, both labour and attention to do it justice. 
How,can he know any thing about the intricacies 
of Maltese finance? With every proper deference 
for Mr. Figers, I humbly conceive that the finances 
of this island will never be radically improved 
under his^superintendance. 

The Administratori^ as they sffe called, consist of 
four Maltese, who are charged with the administra- 
tion of thepublic property. A shortaccountof these 
gentlemen will enable you to judge how^ ftir they 
are likely to benefit the public. Mr. Sdl^riano is 
a taylor by profession, and, while the- Frenciv 
forces occupied A^aletta, was one of the guards at 
the arsenal. Mr. Ce3olani, a foreigner by birth, 
was formerly a soldier under the government of 
the Grand Masters. Mr. Capimileri, sumamed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UJTLIA^ 367 

M,ezza C^mna^ is neither remarkable for his address 
nor talents. Mr. Micbele is an exception to the 
other three, being an honest tradesman, distin* 
guished by probity and virtue. 

As composing a part of those who are more im- 
mediately concerned in the revenues, it is neces^ 
sery to notice an institution of very old origin here, 
called the Universitd; this is administered by four 
Jurats^ or magistrates, who superintend public 
education, regulate the markets, &c. and appro- 
priate the funds of private individuals deposited 
in their hands at a stated interest, in buying corn, 
and taking care of it in public stores constructed 
for the purpose ; this is sold by the Jurats, as an 
exclusive monopoly of the government, and the 
profits, over and above the' five per cent, to indi- 
viduals, carried to..the public account ; but, owing 
to their being, contrary to law, engaged in specula^ 
tions of their own, and continued in office for aa 
unlimited period, the most serious abuses have 
beien occasioned in this branch of the public ad- 
ministration. The public complain loudly of the 
privilege to buy all the grain that comes to the 
island at their own price ; observing that it is no 
longei* of importance that a monopoly of thi^sort 
should exist, as there can be no apprehension en- 
tertained of those great scarcities which occurred 
when the Order governed and were at war with 
all the Mahometan states; which was the principal 
reason of the Vniversitas formation. 

There are, however, many argumentsi in favour 
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of tbe Universitd : these are very ably detaifed in 
Mr. Eaton's work, wherein he prores that a vecy 
considerable stHB of money may be aamially 
added to tbe revenues of Malt^» by admiofstenog 
the concerns of the Univeniid as thcfy m^igfat be; 
and the very alarming scarcity of this year proves, 
more than volumes, hov» important it is to have'a 
large supply here, so as to prevent any rise in the 
-price of wheat, which the lower classes would not 
probably be enabled to meet. The plan proposed 
by tbe dbove-nanatd writer has never been, put 
into execution ; which was of making a depot of 
this island ev^en for the English market. Had that 
been tbe case, the revenues of Malta \vould have 
been double what they are, from the immense pro- 
fits which must have accrued from the s^le of 
corn. Sicily and Gibraltar alone would have con* 
s'umed large quantities at an advanced price during 
the last five years; whereas, by the narrow-minded 
policy of thQ Universiid^ all the corn imported 
here has been monopolized fpY bome-consuj»ption, 
an over-abund'ant stock never having been col- 
lected. To such a length, indeed, h^s tbe Xurati'ii 
parsimony been carried, that a few weeks agip, 
when the scarcity in Sicily was so unexampie4 
as to affect our array there most seriously, it w%9 
not possible to obtain ^ grain of wheat from tbe 
Vniversitd of this place, notwitJistanding the 
pressing solicitations of our embassador there. ; .. 

// MUnte de Pietu^ founded in 1598, is one of 
the most invpqrtant institutions in M:alta, and of 
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univeTsal utility. The object of this fund id that 
of pledging articles of every kind at the moderate j 
interest of 2 J par cent, (for pawnbrokers are not > 
tolerated,) which are suffered to remain unredeemed 
from one to three years. This establishment, like ; 
all the other public ones, became an object of in- 
discriminate plunder to the French ; nor has, it 
recovered since from the effects of that period; 
yet it is conducted with the utmost precision and 
regularity. Th» funds of this institution are fur- 
nished by individuals, who, like the Vniversitd 
stock -holders, receive five per cent, interest for w 
their money ;"' the surplus is, or ought to be, de-yf 
voted to charitable and pious purposes. 

To conclude the subject of revenue. It would 
probiibly be going too far to assert, that those sums 
produced at present would he, if appropriated in a 
more scrupulous and economical manner, equal 
to the support of the island ; yet I venture to say, 
that such arrangements may be resorted to, that 
the people of Malta will, most willingly, bear all 
the island's defence, upon which a large /sum is 
now expended by the British government : the ^ 
formation of an assembly, like that of Jamaica^ 
would inaure this point ; and, ^t the same time, 
be flattering to the natives ia the absence of a 
more extended degree of popular liberty. 

In the Sanita, or Quarantine department, several 
alterations have lately taken place ; although 1 fear 
none of those numerous abuses connected with its 
administration ha\e been in any wajr corrected; 

VOb. II. B B 
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Tine former inspector of the health office being dts- 
placed, a gentleman from the medical staff of the 
army has been appointed : it is of the greatest 
importance, that, in a place so likely to beattacked 
with the plague, this officer should be obliged to 
remain constantly on his post; there are, how- 
ev^, many other reasons for his personal attend- 
ance; the salaries of his subalterns are so small 
that they are obliged to become traders ; hence 
every species of partiality, and- a great variety of 
/practices which go to endanger the public safety, 
^hile on the subject of Quarantine, I cannot 
help shortly noticing that part of the internal 
police which relates to cleanliness: from the pecu* 
Mar position of Valetta, having a gradual descent 
on each jside towards the water, nothing would be 
more easy than to keep the streets constantly clean ; 
,yet;with the eicceptiop of one or two of the prin- 
cipal ones, . they are id general remarkably filthy, 
a. circumstance which, in other parts of the Me- 
diterranean, is known to have often «been the 
cause of pestilence : k is more to be wondered at 
here, as' the situation of inspector of the streets 
is one of considerable emolument. Much, how- 
^ever, cannot be said in praise of the person who 
occupies that place at present ; his name is Sata- 
riano : during the governments of Sir A. Ball be 
was removed from an office of trust, and even 
underwent a regular process, which ended in dis- 
grace and exile to Tripoly in the West ; he was at 
tbe same time declared incapable of filling any 
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office whatever under government. How this 
gentleman has contrived to get into favour a 
second time is another point which I am by no 
means competent to answer»,apd can only add, 
that the duties of his place might be infinitely 
better discharged for the public good. 

There are two post-office in Malta, wb^eas 
o»e properly administered would answer the pur- 
pose of distributing letters much better than both^^ 
these, and save an expensive establishment to the 
revenues of the island. The agent for packets, or in 
other words English post-master, is, by a highly ' 
improper arrangement, a iherchant having very 
extensive concerns ; the facility with which such 
a person, if so inclined, might considerably hurt 
the interests of his contemporaries, is very great ; 
this is, happily^ not the case at present, although 
the circumstance of his appointment is far from 
being agreeable to any of the trading people here. 
To the other numerous objections of the public 
to this place being in the charge of a mercantile 
man, it might be added that his own avocations 
prevent him from 5>aying the feast attention to 
sorting letters and forwardi ng them to individuals. 
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LETTER IV. 

*' Le^plus iiDpoitantemaxime est de tranraillerarec beaucotip 
pins de soiir a pirevenii les besoins qo'k aagmeiiter ies revenus* 
Les goayernein^Dts anciens lusant plus en effet, avep leer par* 
ciBionie, que les metres avec too9 leur tiresons.*' 

Rousseau. 



National Character of the Maltese— Love of Li^ 
herty — Social Customs — Amuseniffmts — Maltese 
Ladies — Assassinations-^^Anecdotes — British 
and Maltese Intercourse — Efiglisfi Resident 
Manners^^Opera^ffousej Theatres^ ^c.-^Pub- 
lie Service of English Worship — Literature and 
Fine Arts-r-Pictures — Public Libraries — J3jo- 
graphical Sketches of the Natives — The Bishop^ 
Sfc. ifc* — Observatiofis on Future Political 

> Measures^ Amelioration^ Sfc. ifc. 

It is now time to dilate a little on. the nalio^fti 
character, manners, and customs of the Maltese. 
Upon these topics I shall not detain yon veiy 
long as several other writers have treated the sub- 
ject much more a^ly than I can possibly attempt to 
do. It seems a singular ordination of the Divi- 1 
nity, that wherever sterility prevails in any coun- 
try, so the love of liberty increases amongst the 
inhabitants. This principle is probably derived ^ 
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from the necessity of limiting their wanted and from 
the still more powerful incentive to independence, 
a slow progress towards luxury, that never-fitiling 
bane of civilized society ; it requires, however, 
a very discriminating judge of human nature 
rightly to distinguish between a genuine feeling of 
virtuous freedom in a people, and that «species of 
insolence and pride, -which are the usual offspring 
of a defective system of gov^ment ; both the 
above impulses operate very strongly on the na- 
tives of this island, s6 that when you hear a 
Maltese speak of liberty or treat his supjerior with 
a degree of sangfroid bordmng on contempt, you 
are at a loss whether to impute it to His natural 
love of being free, or to that relaxation in the laws^ 
which enables him to insult you with impunity. 
Upon their mental qualificMiton^ little more can 
be said, than that a pure atmosphere and warm 
climate have given the Maltese in general a quick- 
ness of perception and ardency of passion not 
unlike th^t which charaeteriae their Sicilian 
neighbours. A man's own country is not, how- 
ever, always the place most favorable to the dis- 
pky of his talents ; so that if you wish to know 
the capability of the Maltese, whether in the fine 
arts, or more abstruse sciienqes, it will be neces- 
sary for you to visit the continent, particul^Iy 
Pans, Vienna, and Naples, where there are many 
distinguished Maltese who have risen to. the head 
of their profession in various departments. But \ \ 
there are several men of talents still remaining in 
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the ibidnd! Nothing can ei^()eed the avidiljr wHJt 

whfeh the natives of evety d^scriptron frequent 

Mcisil naeetings i these are pnDc]{)aHy confine^} to 

their own relativcfd, tnixed Gompanies being rather 

i discouraged ; but a feagt day, which ^re atmost-i 

flUttiberteds throughout the year, in hailed by a 

Maltese as his principal source of bappioess : on 

I tbese occasions he saiH^s forth arrayed in his best 

I d6ath89 and with a segar in his mouth, which ill 

only tak^ out for the purpose of chi^nting a verse 

telative to the charms of bis brun^tte^ or of soWie 

|>kce of pablic resort ; he hastens to tb«j scene of -* 

. rural festivity, and' joining the dance forgets all 

the cares of fhis world* During the summer sea^ 

' son^ those who ban afford to hire boats, pass whole 

day* aud nights on thie water, and it is realiy grar 

tifyitig s6metirties to see all the members of a 

iiSimity tegaling themselves in those excursions; 

for a greater degree of undisturt>ed dopaestJc har^. 

' thony isj I believe, no where more enjoyed than 

in Malta { but their sobriety, which was proverbial 

phevious t^ our arriyal, ^ill tiot, Tarn inclined to 

think, bear quite so much scrutiny as heretofore^ 

j There ar^ a great number of popular tlirswhic^^ 

you continually bear sung by bpatrtien and otW 

labourers; the music, without possessing mucl| 

scieti&c j?e iinemetit, is remarkable for a consider- 

i ^ble degree of pritiiitive simplicity ; f he country 

\ dances of this island are also of a <rm*y pecttti^ 

I style pf isomposition, and e^stremely pretty. > 

At^iongst the pre^odtc^ii banded down froqi tlK 
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remotest .aati<|uity, apd most probably introduoed j 
by the Phceniciaos, is the. msirked hatred .eps^r \ 
tailed by tfaa Ma:kee»e ^r persons with red hsi^^ < 
this 18 supposed to be derived from the Egyptians 
by some writers. The Chinese, according to Dn 1 
Hsdde, have also a peculiar antipathy to red^faaiied i 
people; 

The impossibility of eradicating ancient man* 
ners is strongly exemplified in these people. Their / 
language is a mixture of the Punic and Arabic^ 
and the costume of the women bears a - striking 
lesemblance to that used on the shores of Baribairy 
%0 this day, particularly aQiongat the lower clasf, 
w)io wear a kind of slipper aad cowl over their . 
head, which is exactly similar to the Tunisia^ 1 
cwtom. A great deal of that mamaise honte^ 
evinced by the Maltese ladies on our first arrival, 
has worn off, and although national pride will not 
allow them to relinquish ihefaldetta, they are by 
no means so inflexible a3 formerly, and our sym<^^ 
patbetie countrymen are n<M¥ more frequently, 
blessed with the glances of those beautifully j 
piercing black eyes, for which the Melitian fair | 
are so distinguished : to this faacinating attribute \ 
may be added a shape that has captivated man jt,! 
an Englishman into matrimony. 

Pugilism is unknown here, whieh is perhaps to 
be regretted, as its place im suf^ied by the use of 
a rtiletto, the canrying of whic)i is, I am truly 
sorry to say, still permitted. It has often beao « 
higb scene of amusement for Jobn Bull to observe 
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twa Maltese slandio^ at a respeetaHle dist<iiiee« 
aad abasing each otho* with the utmost vebe* 
nence^ and then i^almly retiring, for they never 
cofiie to blows. Secret vengeance is, however, 
excited on those occasions, and the first favombi^ 
Of>portonity consigns one of the parly, either to 
death or to the effects of a deep wound. Nitrebers 
of' our countrymen have experienced {hat sort of 
sanguinary and atrocious revepge, which the law 
Cflinnot too soon abolish. 

The Maltese are a much more observant people 
than one would he induced to imagine from their 
apparent gravity in some respects ; and there are 
no people more feelingly alive to every thing that 
passes, particularly of a political nature. Being 
one day in the civil court, a native came lip, and 
pointing to the sovereign's arms, which are sus^ 
pended at one end of it, asked very significanfly 
whose portraits these were, hnug upon each side : 
** that on the right is the head of our sovereign, 
the other is meant to represent your new govern 
nor. Lieutenant General Oafces/' '' Is it not 
very sii^ular,*' be replied, *' that both the frames 
' should he ornamented with laurels, for now I 
cannot distinguish who is the King, or who the civil 
commissioner? be assured, Sir, th«re are few 
of my, countrymen who have not Ioi% consider^ 
this exhibition as ai> unnecessary, if not improper^ 
emblem of equality/'' Upon his Uoyal Highness 
the Prince R^ent's birth^day, there wasof eonrse 
a feu-de-joic and discharge of artilleryr but-owing 
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to r some ciFcamsleiiee or otber, the cause of re- 
joicing was not publicly assigned, nor was there 
any f^te given at the palace in the evening, ad had 
been invariably done on the anniversary of ano^ 
ther illustrious inember of the Royal Faxmly's 
birth day ; this excited the* greatest murmurs 
amcMigst the Maltese, who ohserveid, that they^ 
did not see why they should not be permitted to 
participate in an event, which they hailed with as 
much heartfelt satisfaction as any of his Majesty's 
subjects. 

• It would be natural to imagine, that after our 

being so long in possession of this island, a greater 

disposition to mix with each other would bavey 

ere tbis^ manifested itself. between the natives an^ * 

£nglislr residents^ such, however, is the wide dif-* 

ference of manners and habits, that, there is a 

' marked and mutual coldness observed to exist. It 

cannot be denied but that religron has a consider^ 

able influence in this respect : yet should the kws 

of Malta ever be assimilated to ' those of fin^and, 

1 have no doubt that a degree^ of ; confidence 

and amity will be thereby inspired, which is 

almost incompatible with the; present stale of the 

island. . , 

The mode of living adopted hfere by the English 
residents, does not differ in the least from that ef 
our other foreign possessions ; and if that unre^ 
served dordiality of sentiment, which serves to 
soften the unpleasantness of a long absence from 
one's native climate, does not always prevail be- 
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t'Ween all ranks, an uncomtnon degree of sociability 
is promoted and eberisbed amoogst the mercaDtile 
part of the community ; in fact, tbay are cbarac- 
teriased by that sort of liberality of seatiment and 
actioii, which must always raise the character of 
our country abroad, and reflect tbe highest credit 
on^ themselves : to'say that there are not a few soli- 
tary instances of persons here, whose docility does 
BOt frequently savour of meanness, would be to 
surpass the bounds of truth and inipartiality ; but 
such people will, I fear, be always found in garri- 
sons of this sort. The i^tes given at head quarters, 
are few in number, and invariably conducted with 
a most scrupulous regard to economy — ^a rare 
virtue, and one which does honor to the head of 
evm*y government. We have occasiooally been 
fav«(Kped with the temporary sejour of some yery 
distinguished person^es; and amongst the reat, 
many ladies whose constitutions required the aid 
of a .warm climate, and change of air to rest^Hie^ 
them. If I had intended these copimunic^tioQs ta 
have been the vehicles of fashionai>le anecdote,. s 
wide field was open to me ; but the weaknesses 
of one sex, or the foUiesof anoth^, are such woro-r 
out topie^ and tend so little to general instruction 
in these' days, that, they should always give place 
to matters of greater importance. 

The opera house, although not worth mention^ 
ing as a source of amusement, is open throughout 
tbe year, and devoted either to comedies, operas, 
or masquerades during the carnivals. The restric* 
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ti6n% with respect to letting the boxes, choice of 
actors, and nightly riots which take pk ce in this 
curious receptacle^ render it a place of the utmost 
confusiofi in general. - 

The Roman motto of Partem tt Circenses^ as 
applied to the populace, has never been neglected 
^o much as by the English government : it is an 
important subject which no legislator or minister 
of a country should overlook. Here there has been 
an ^extraordinary paucity of amusement calculated 
to remind the English residents of their ov/n coun- 
try^or to fascinate the Maltese. . A Mr, Stevens of 
the admiralty court, animated by that laudably zeal 
which few of our emigrantis possess, was deter- 
mined to give a new turA to the pastimes of this 
place, and accordingly fitted up a very neat private 
theatre at his own expense, for which he has siiKfc 
been' remunerated by a subscription pf the mer- 
chants ; but he has the merit of setting a verjr 
girieat source o€ amuscnneht on foo-t^ and it is now 
likely to do uncommonly well. Being the first' 
English theatfe opened on this islaijd, it will not, 
I hope, be unacceptable if I send you a copy of the 
occasional prologue, eoinposed by k M^r. Hi 
Fletcher* of this place, and spoken with consider^ 
able applause by Captain Clark of the royal 
marine corps, an amateur of distlDction ; in* 

* Tbis .jg'^ntleman's lit^ixiiy talents have oft^n.l^^eA suqcess- 
fullj displayed, since his arrival iyi Malta; and with a very happj^ 
turn for' poetical composition, he is said to be the best letter 
Tenter i^ the island^ ' 
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delivering the following lin^, he appeared' in the 
character of a distressed poet. ^ * 

Was ever man in sbch a dismal plig^ht 

As Peter Dactyl on a public nigbt ! 

As PoettLaureat to this bousel'iiL bired^ 

And from tbea« brains a Prologue is required. / 

That's not tbe w^t, but I must speak it too» 

And make on Malta's boards this bold, debikt. 

How changed the scene since I, a critic then. 
Perched near the roof of classic Diiiry Lane, 
My sbillin^ pttd among tbe gods to soar. 
Dispensed applause^ and joined tb« loud encore / 
Then, as I swigged refreshing drau|^t9 of beer> 
My soul fermented tbe critique severe. 
Plays, as tbe porter worked, were saved or lost. 
By me dissected, in the Morning Post; 
To true theatric taste 1 fordled the town, 
And quizzed both booses — till tfaqr botb boiu'd down* 

'Tis now my turn the public eye to meet, 
A hopeful sprig, transplanted from Grub Street. 
That youth alone my feelings now can tell. 
Who bidding to the desk a long farewel, 
^ In spite of friends, has mahed «ipoQ tbe stege, > 
A desperate Lear, at eighteen yeara of age ! > 
liia royal soul a vulgar life disdains, 
Sut pants for battle on these wooden pitunsy 
Anxious, without the risk of life. Id die^ 
And rend, with fearful groans, the cmvMS §ky. 
King Riicbard now, behind a pasteboard sIMd, 
He bears tbe fight*s hotbmnt en Boswortb Fiel|i, 
Hunts Richmond out, resolwd to lose or win, 
A crown— of brassi, and sceptre — of block tin / 
Next night, how changed, be quafi at Juliet's tomb, 
A swift Lethean draught,-^Gompoted of rum f 
Now, Sir John Falstaff, feels lus stomach full, . 
Poor hungry devil,**not of beef, — ^but wooh 
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But to my task> I'm hi^er seat to pleaS,-. 
The cause of those who your iadolgence need, , ^ 

Selected doubtless for my rhyming^ parts. 
To steal this mafch upon your gentle hejirts. 
In search of mirth and rational delight, 
' A social few within these walls timie» « 

Resolved to try their ^ffdrts on the stage. 
The school of roan, in every dime- and age. 
Malta no longer wants the comic scene, 
To rouse the mind, and drive away the spleen, 
A British theatre adorns her isle, 
Where EngVuh wit $ball English hearts bfignlie \ 
Hearts that-no nsore shall miss the happy hours. 
When nature felt and ownM its magic povrers. 
Fostered by yon, the British muse shall rise 
To her true pitch, beneath these distant skies» 
Not space nor time her influence control. 
Truth is her wand, her region is the sou! ! 
A« each, in her aupport, will do his best 
To fill his part* we solemnly protest 
Against the critic, and from his decrees. 
Appeal to judges whom we hope to please. 
Lemgh lehire we must, be candid where we.cdn^ '' 
' h(mg since exclaimed the em^nst on sian : 
*^ Laugh when yon can/' is our advice tdi'you, 
And our entreaty is, be candid too ; 
On my account pray patronize the plan, 
ForFm, (yon see) , an interested man, 
My salary here, as laureat« quite depends 
Onth^fToimoliwaB of these finger ends; 
And apropos, I think th* occasion fit. 
Slightly to glance at iny own benefit : 
Should that take place, permit me to solicit 
A repetition of the present visit ! 

'. Those amongst the natives, who disapproved of 
the Jesuits' college being converted into a mercan^ 
tile house, must have felt still more irritation on 
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the establkknent f>f the private theatre there, 
which is actually the case ; but in this the origi- 
nal promoter of the plan is far from being to 
blame, as he gave those in power hcre^ an ample 
oppcMrtunity of manifesting their inclination to 
contribute to the rational amusement of the 
pubhc, by allotting a sniall hbuse for the purpose ; 
but as this was altogether unattended to, Mr. 
Stevens was offered a room in the college, from 
that part of it, however, which had previously 
been appropriated to the merchants. A ludicrous 
parody ou Gray's celebrated elegy has been some 
time in circulation here, and although the author 
has not as yet been discovered, a friend has given 
me a copy, which, from its merit, and conveying 
such an exact picture of the commercial rooms, 
may afford you some amusement.* 

There is one point connected with the iiUtfiiier$ 
of our countrymen here, which camot fail to 
attract the notice of every traveller who visits the 
island; that is the mode in which religious con^ 
pertts are managed. Divine service is performed in 
a room dedicated to that purpose, in a corner of 
the civil commissioner's house. The clergymen 
who officiate are limited to two, one of them, Mr. 
Laing, occupies thp place of public secretary to 
the island, and private secretary to the civil 
commissioner ; the other a Mr. Millar, the garrisoB 
chaplain, has long been interpreter to the vice* 

* Yide Appendix, 
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admiralty coarr. It rtay be readily imagined, that 
the appointment of clerical characters to politiciil 
situations, which require that they should enter 
into all the intrigues of modern politics, is highly 
improper, to say no worse of it. With every respect 
for the public secretary here, I cannot but observe, 
that his Scjcred profession of a minister of the 
gospel, should never have been converted into a 
line whi<:h must every instant remind him that 
he is not '* preaching peace and good will towards 
his fellow-creatures/* And as to the Rev. Mr. 
MiUar, who has for some years derived a consider- 
able emolument from his situation in the vice- 
admiralty court, it may with justice be added, 
that his salary as chaplain to the forces rendered a 
search after future gain unnecessary, particularly 
that which was to be procured by a 'servile 
attendance on a law court. I trust that enough 
has bisen iaid on this subject to awaken the atten- 
tion of those in whose power it is to remedy the 
evil : there is probably no nation an earth where 
the subject of religion is so violently agitated as in 
England ; it would be well, therefore, to avoid the 
ihiputation of paganism abroad, which epithet has 
been more than once bestowed upon us in thi« 
piart of the world. 

Literature and the fine arts, as you may readily # 
imagine, are not very flourishing here; infect, 
where there is no other press except that ofthr 
government, how can it be otherwise with the for- 
Iner? the success of the latter depends on proper 
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Cttltureatiddue enccHiragemeiit, both of which are 
WQtrting in^MahD ; and the few .remaind of ancient 
monuments are insiiflficient to rouse the dorniant 
emulation of the inhabitants : ki the Jesuits college 
where design is professed to be taught, there are 
neither models nor originals of a nature to insure 
the successful situdy of drawit>g. Of the spechnens, 
whether in sculpture or painting, found at 
Valetta, there are none particularly worth men* 
tioning. In the palace orhouse of government there 
Were several good pictures; a few indiffeten^ly 
good ones remain, tht^y are of course pUMic 
property. In ofieof the great h^Hs,:now converted 
into a suite of servants' rooms, there a re two very 
fine bas-reliefs aiiixed to the waU^dn^neis a beauti* 
ful head of Zenobia, and the other of Mars. The 
armoury placed at the northern )«tde of this build* 
ing isalso«an object of curiosity to strangers: 
the little statue of Hercules, said to Iteve been 
found in the ruins of a famous temple near Marsa 
Scirocco, is uncommonly beautiful; It is deposited 
in the national library. There is also a very fi^fe 
bronze of a Neptune of Gip de Bologn* ; thi», 
raised on a curious pedestal, Mrroundcd by a sort 
of fountain, is to be seen in the centre of the fish 
market. 

There are two public libraries in Valetta ; tlie 
principal of these formerly belonged to the 
knights, and in consequence of all their private 
ones falling' into this at the proprietors' deaths, 
there are now above 40,000 volumes in it, chiefly 
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tild^ical^ Frefifih, arid Italbn worksl The boiyks 
4)ave been recentVy deposited in the Conserra- 
t(Nria, origtnaUy designed for their reception, bitt 
a number. of reasons, will for «ome time prevent 
(My great acquisition of British literature, unless 
the revenues of the island are found equal to the 
allotment of a small sum for their purchase ; at 
present the subscriptions are barely sufficient to 
defray the expenses of keeping the rooms in 
ordtf, and paying a few messei^ers** The other 
librflary belongs to the garrison, that is to say, has 
beto collected by the^ military and naval officeca 
statiQiied here since, we came to the islsmd; 
jedependent of this library being very siiiatt, 
the partial maoner of conducting it, and highly 
illiberal exclusion of the mercantile body, must 
always render ft of circumscribed utility laid 
comparatively trifling importance. 

Biography has ever been considered as no less a 
source of useful morality than of gratifying amuse- 
meiit ; but as there is no general rule without an 
exception, so any attempt on my part to enter into 4 
delineation of public characters here, could not be 
expected either to instruct or amuse you. Yet to 
complete this sketch of manners, it may be 
proper to sa^y a few words of those amongst the 
natives whose characters are entirely unknown in 



* The Abbatc Navarro, a man of great piety, leamin^, and 
tirtue, formany years librarian to the ordor^stiU continnes to 
iill tb&t office. 

VOL./lI. c c 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



S66 L£XTEES FROM THE M£DIT£RRAl7l£Aff< 

^England ; and if not slightly deftcribed t0 yo^ 
now» might perhaps be for ever uoknown to the 
British public. Considering the barrenness of my 
materials, I shall not, however, troubk you at 
length, pr touch on any person who has not a con* 
siderabte inQne^ice on the interests of the comr 
munity.; 

The Bis;liop9 \^ M* Mattei, and native of the 
islandi is chiefly indebted for bis elevation to the 
' episcQpal chair to the patronage of the King of 
j Sicily. To the honour of this divine it ought to 
i be observed, that^be has never been idduced so 
far to fprget the precepts of his Divine Model, as tp 
I interfere in political subjects of any description ; 
; and if bis benevolence is not so unbounded as Hs 
predecessor, the universally regretted Labini, he 
has the felicity of being esteemed'as a man of con- 
siderable probity* Here it ought to be observedj^ 
that the revenues of the Bishop of Malta are of 
such a nature, that, with a disposition to be cha^ 
ritable, he may do an infinity of good ;. and he i* 
even ^expected by the Maltese to exercise that 
jfirst^ of Christian virtueSv with anoinsparing and 
beneficent hand. 

Having already alluded to the director of the. 
Jesuits' College, I should not again have in^CK^ 
duced the name of Mr. S, Caruana, but that the 
grjeat importance of his situation requires that M§. 
former history should be more generally' known to 
those of the Maltese, who may be disposed to 
place their children in the seminary of which he is 
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tfe superioi*. Fat from being popular among the i 
natives, this gentleman is said to be possessed of aii \ 
ambition hot altogether commensurate* with hi» ! 
talents. 

During the time of the French domination here/ 
he served as one of the members of the commis* 
sion of government, but in a short time fled to the 
country, in consequence of a misunderstanding 
with the director, Renaud de Stv Angelo, Much, 
b6th of good and evil, has been done by disap-s 
pointed ambition or wounded jpride. Mr. Caruana, 
actuated, I should hope, by very diiSTerent ahct 
more praise-Wofthy motives, was soon seen at the 
heatJ of the patriots^ inspiring them by his elo- 
quenee, and stitnulating them by his example to 
vanquish the common enemy : this great object ac-^ ^ 
eoroplished, he naturally looked for his political 
reward,' and found it in the place he now enjo3^s; 
although whbout "possessing a single degree in any 
university. Neither his claims on the British go- 1 
vernmenit, ftorfavouir amongst the people,* arie said to 
have justified this priest's endeavours to supplant 
the present bishop. When his nomination was i 
about to take place, his patron, Sir A. Ball, wisely 
considered that quite enough, and perhaps too 
much, had been done for hioij jn placing this Mr. 
Caruana at the head of the national studies. To 
conclude this subject, I have only to add,, that 
amongst the clergy of the island there are few 
more. unpopular characters than the above-named 
divine. ; ^ ^,_-^ 

^ n X J^^i^^ ^y '^^-^ AX.V ^ J .'l!3^^^^^v Google 
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Mr. Borg* Olivieri, president, of the Grand 
Court, is a man of very considerable talents-— 
would they bad hitherto been devoted to the re- 
moval of that perplexing ambiguity of the Maltese 
laws, so universally reprobated and severely felt^ 
instead of adding to it, and patiently witnessing" 
go many perversions of equity as have been known 
to exist during latfe years! The subject of this 
short memoir has held his situation for some time, 
and realized a good deal of property : there is no 
legal character in the island better acquainted 
with the glorious intricacies of the Lombard jand 
Roman codes^ nor any person who is more ready 
to descant on their respective merits ; in fact, I 
have known many persons call on the President 
Olivieri, for the purpose of obtaining his opinion 
upon some knotty point, each of whom has been 
so charmed, in a short time, by ^ Ipng dissertation 
upon the lex scripta, that, overwhelmed at length 
With the learned gentleman's eloquence, he has 
taken his hat and retired, having totally forgotten 
the object of his visit. 

The president's jurisdiction in this island is 
almost unlimited, being, in ftvery sense of the 
word, chief magistrate; how much, therefore, 
must the public happiness and tranquillity defend 
upon the virtue and talents of the person who fills 
this highly important situation ? From the alleged 
defects in the laws, and general influence of loi^- 
established abuses here, it is probable that no one 
occupying a place of public trust can be in ikvour 
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with the people. This may account, in somo 
measure, for the marked unpopulswrity of Mr. Olir 
vieri, who, notwithstanding the public opinion, 
may yet be entitled to every praise, both in his 
private life and official capacity. ' 

It is a most extraordinary and lamentable truth 
in the modern art of government, that in choosing 
persons to fill places of the first responsibility in 
a country, more regard is generally had to a talent 
for business, which may be easily acquired by the 
most ordinary capacity, than to those qualities of 
the heart, that make not only the persons, but the 
measures of an administration approved by the 
public. Applying this observation more imme- 
diately to our foreign- possessions, nothing h^a 
appeared to me so extremely impolitic, or more 
productive of mischief, than the selection of par* 
ticular persons, and their continuance in office for. 
an unlimited period, to the exclusion of others, 
equally, if not better, calculatecj to fill the sam^ 
places ; and^ jtbove all, taught, by the nature of 
the constitution, to look up for a participation in 
the honours and emoluments of their own country. 
The above train of reftection has been forced upon 
me by the actual state of things here, and by that 
marked indifference to the public opinion, which' 
seems to allow some persons to occupj situations^ 
in discharging the duties of which, universal dis- 
approbation has been excited among all classes of 
his Majesty's subjects. If the heads of a govern- 
ment knew how many real benefits are lost to a 
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country from the blind toleration of such "people, 
tiiey would no doubt, in consulting their own in- 
terests, gladly yield to the general wish, and emi- 
nently serve the community. Conv^inced that,* 
' when the happiness* of a hundred thouisand indi- 
viduals is deeply involved in the conduct of one 
man, every feeling of delicacy should give way to 
a love of truth, atid to the character of one's 
own country, which becomes identi6ed, in soroc 
measure, with the measures of her servants^ how- 
ever remote or insignificant,'' 1 cannot, on the 
present occasion refrain, in closing this short 
.specimen of Maltese biography, from attempting 
to draw the portrait of one of the most unpopular 
characters in the island, and who is universally 
disliked by his own countrymen. As the ministry 
in England haive nothing whatever to do witli the 
appointment of this personage, it is quite uniiet 
cessary' to mention his name. Those in whose 
power it is to turn th6 following picture to the 
public advantage, will have no difficulty in recog- 
nizing the original. The person to whom I allude 
is a native of this island, wher^ he was bred to the 
law; and, owing to those talents which but too 
often supply the place of virtue in the legal cha- 
racters of these countries, was advanced, on the 
arrival of the French, to the situation of a judge. 
Patronized by the late civil commissioner, he "was 
in 1S03 appointed to an office which gave him a 
most powerful influence in every departmefit of 
Ihe civil and political administration of ^I'e^lta; 

t 
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this was still furthe^r iocreased soon after by his 
nomination to another confidential post;\tbe. 
holding of which seemed to every one, as- expe- 
rience has proved it to be, totally incompatible 
with the welfare of his fellow-citizens. Adverting 
to. his natural and acquired peculiarities of cha- 
racter, this gentleman possesses a singular species v 
of suaviier in modo; or, as a celebrated writer 
more happily expresses it, " the characteristic 
prudence, inde&tigabje smile, and persevering as- 
siduity,*' which, while they impose successfully 
on his superiors, cannot deceive those who are 
more minutely acquainted with his "principles of 
^cting.'' If political or private virtue is to be 
estimated according to the good or bad opinion 
entertained of us by the public, then, indeed, has 
the subject of this memoir fallen to a vetry low 
ata.te of degradation ; nor have I ever beard one 
solitary panegyriq pronounced in his praise : on 
the contrary, rumours, and those of a well-founded 
description, have incessantly been afloat, relative 
to his ingenious mode of evading an exposure 
wiiicb might bring him before the bar of public 
Justice, and blast his future hopes. Much'more 
' might be said, but as my object is not ** to collect ^ 
the scattered sweets, till their united virtue tor- 
tures the sense,** I shall conclude by humbly 
observing, jthat the total amount of this gentle- 
m;m*s salary, from 1803 till the present ticne, has 
not exceeded 49,000 scudi of Malta, whereas it 
e»n at any moinent be unanswerably proved, that 
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he has laid out no less thaii 104,000 iipo» houi^^s 
aod gardens* ' * 

On reading the foregoing, I feel satisfied thai 
the Maltese public, whether' natives or English 
residents, will acquit nae of having over^drawn my 
picture; they will at the same titne, it is hoped, 
€afididiy dtscrimtnate between that expbsure of 
vice dictated by personal animosity, and those 
mere laudable feelings of honest indignation, which 
|H*on3pt a man to uphold the character of his owa 
government, and render his fellow:-creatures an^ 
kBportant benefit, by removing, if possible, the? 
cause of their unhappiness. ^ 

It was my original intention to extend thispart^ 
of my letters on the state of Malta to 'some of? 
onrowh countrymen, of which there are manyv 
here, both in public and private life, whose history, 
if it did not convev much moral instruction to iht^ 
Header, wpuld at le^^t excite a little amusement/ 
The task, however^ though an agteeable one, I 
willingly leave to those whose time and inclin^-r 
^ tions fit them more peculiarly to that departnwent- 
of Hterary illustration. . ' 

Recurring to the civil and political relations df 
Malta, it is, I presume, quite unnecessary to say 
any. thing isbrei as calculated to convince you, , 
.and to impress upon the minds of his Majesty's 
ministers the importance, anH even absolute neces-- 
sity, of giving to the inhabitants that which they' 
have ardently been praying for during a'period-of 
thirteiin.years-r-" a constitution uniting the spirit^ 
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Of^oar old i^ and kgitim0^emii» mith that of Gre^i * 
Britain.'* If there yrw any thing ia thiattMoaft 
rstional deman<l^ (hat militated againa^t tiie vUe^ 
rasts of my sovereign, or warred wU^ the rigfarts efi \ 
humanity and immutable justice, I should bf the , 
&rs^ to oondemn it; if it was ipipractics^i^^ £ ' 
would be equally teady to convincd the Maltesey* ' 
for whose future hia^pdniess I am deeply interest^, 
that they ar^kedtpo nnach ; but I feel perfectly sai*^ 
tis&ed i9 my own mind, tb^t, in soliciting his Bn^ 
timnie Maj^^ty to make them participators ia those 
enviable blessings .which the British t^onstitutiio^ 
guarantees' to the meanest of his subjects, the most 
fllitt^agaompiimfent is conveyed, while it evinees 
an unequivoca] attachmevit, and a sincere desire of 
adiMng to the .strength of the empire. ' \^ 

The incalculable value of Malta is no# well 
understood : where, I should like to know^ ra that 
politician or statesman, that would saQction tbe^ 
ifeQK>t6st idea of its restitution in the ev^nt of € 
l^eral jpeatc^ to-morrow ? — Has it not b^n ac- 
quired by ^^ the most legitimate rights of sove* 
reignty — ^the people^s choice? And is there any 
nation of Europe to which it is half so esset^tial as 
to Great Britain ? Our continuance in Si*|fy is, I 
regret to sny, most pree^ious, most problematical;: 
the Balearic islands are hdd ia ^ trust ; Sardinia- 
cannot be relied on, nor has it ahy naval station 
that would answer our purpose ; let us thm for 
ever banish the thought of abandoning Malta» 
upon the posseasiosk of which our powcur in the 
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Mediterranean is^rkdUytdepeadeat ; bvt.iirkee{Hiig 
it, let us <!6flfcilMrte Ihe iobi^itttRtey Qat by h stavisli 
or servile indulgence of their pr€(fudice8, but a due 
K)gBr4 tQ iUiekl^digious tenets, to the estftblishmmt 
oC (i^quitable. laws, and their , faithful ^ecutioii ; 
hy this.weJBjifMI defnoiifitrat^ a proud example of ^ 
9lir..Ub6r^ityr that will resoup^ through the 
wtiQle f;oQtin(^nt of Europe ; and in the language 
^ tb^ir,{Netitioii to the throne, ^^ gratify the hearts 
of a loyal and devoted people/^ _ , 

It is scarcely in the power of any person to form 
^^ideis of ^ what we have lost in this part of tJie 
^orld, byr that tardiness of political measw^, 
whi^h (Sthould never characterize a gjoeat natioq : 
js^ I ranture to add, that by a different line of 
pjplicy Jn $h^ Mediterranean duriiig* the last ten 
ji;;esM^, ^p^mer might h4ve%een created, that would 
h^e wpJl/ii^h hurled the continental tyrant ^m 
IwS/throj^e, It.hg8 been themisfortune pf Englaiid, 
sod still i^oxe of ,those intrusted with' waii and . 
4ipioiiiacy ;in»ide tb^ str^^ts of Gibraltar, that they 
\r§re,^ithi^? ignprapt or ins^nsit^le of the anuwj|ng 
9SiA inei^b»ustible resources that surraunde4 them 
on every side : but it is, I fear,. too late to deplore 
^at whicb is almpst irretrievable.: and whattbe 
f^gA says of individuals iii this case, Biay with 
equa) tjfuth;be ^plied to nations : 

There is a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which taken at the floods leads on to fbrtune ; 
OtoHted, all the yojrajg^ of their life 
.< Isbi»uivliai^all0irs«aiid'iiQims<»n^ 
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• . Or lose ovjr i(^9Uures». , ^ 

Thus it has unhappily been witb iis, andas a Wnw i 
trnUatibii oif the subject can only tehd to awaken 
sensations, neither calculated to mitigate the piist 
or improve the ftiture, I shall ppBume the ftfst 
topic, merely to ddd, that in ffiaming a code of 
lawn for this island, professing to have any analogy 
to the English <a<Mstitutfon, the proj^iety of'sapa*. 
rating the civil sind military commands, irili not 
be overlboked«-^this is mentibned, in consetfa^Vke 
of some difference of opinion that exists upo0^ a 
^point, Which is, in my humble opinion, so aelf 
evident, as not to admit of a doubt. If the expe* 
rience of the last thre6 years; has not lAost amply 
proved the incompatibiKty of u)iiting these im- 
portant authorities, then, indeed, I «haU hiave no 
hesitation in changing my opinion; but I^i^ould 
ask the advbcates in fevdur of this measifre/Virhe- 
ther it is likely that afiyoii^ broltght trp to'^e 
)tabits of a soldier, and'whose education tookpkce 
hi the camp or on a parade, can be the properest 
petson to' guard over the civil liberties of the 
community ?— Is an officer in the army, hovrever^ 
exalted his rank, or blessed with prolcsfiHODdl^a-^ 
lents, and a disposition to do good, likely to^be ^^ 
conversant in the multifarious intricacies of finance, 
innumerablfs difficulties of commercial questions* 
and 6till more ^oa^plicated labyrinths of It^an 
jurisprudence I Finally, in maintaining that degree / 
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of order and discipline, necessary amongst a garrison 
composed of four or five thousand men of different 
nations, and providing for its security against fb- 
reiga %nd domestic foes, 4s not the time of an abM 
gi^ieral amply and most usefully occupied ? These 
simple qui^tioDS being answered, I would then 
f refer you to the docunoents, which I herewith send 
I you ; on the perusal of which, you may form 
I whatever ju^ment you may think proper, but I 
Vjiave no doubt, perfectly consonant with my own.* 
These observations might be extended to noticing 
\ the impolicy and great public inconvienience of 
i Ciooferring a number of places on the same peisoii, 
— 4ieEe this has been strongly exempliJfled for 
several years. An officer of artillery has been 
know© to fill abov^six situations, daqh of which 
requited personal attendance; I' have already al- 
luded to the singular circumstance of a clergyman 
i of the churoh of England occupying a post which 
; is synonimotis to that of secretary of state in Erig- 
■ lafind^ and stiU continuing to perform the functions 
1 of his holy offik^! — these and a thousand other 
}. comiderationsj not less important, will naturally 
i' O0<^upy -the attention of those wh5 are destin>&d 
to be the future legislators of this island. 

Pitompted by my anxiety to do justice to the 
people of Malta, and at the same time impartially 
to support the interests df the British nation, I 
haire in the foregoing communications adopted that 

V * Vide Appendix in general. 
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freedom of expressions wji^h the importance of jttie 
subjects appesMr^d.tp djatnte, without,,! trusty o^ner^ 
stepping the bound prescribed^by decorum and thi9 
laws — uninflueaced by the spirit d* party or pngu- 
dice» I ]^k, for my reward^ in the wisdom and 
success of those measgres^ wjiiich a^ay be talbw 
for their future welfare and {urosperity* 



CONCLUSIOK. 

ix consequence of the unforeseen delays which 
have attended the publication of oiy letteirs, 
blended with an anxiety of elucidatilig, in e>irery 
possible way, the subjects to which they relate, I 
have deemed it due, not only to his Migesty's g6* 
vernment^ but to the public at lai^Ci* to subjoin an 
abridged detail of those events which hfive occurred 
in , the Mediterranean since .my departure from 
Siqily, in March, 181«, just as the new ministry 
of his Sicilian Majesty had been nooiinated^ 

Having isothing very . matierial to add from 
myself, the few following pages will principally 
consist t>f extracts from private letters, upon the 
veracity oi whicK may be placed the utmost 
reliance, and some passages that have, from time 
to time, appeared in the public papers at home: 
these accord so perfectly with confidential com« 
munications addressed to myself, that their in^* . 
fsrtion will answer every purpose of informing 
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thc^<k)utitry how %bifigft v^Wy^ mwA abrotid, ab^ 
save me tite* troQbte 6f intradiiig afly inoreof li^ 
)e9siix)|>drlam oonmetits Oil public notice^ 
I' iH«Tltt|g'^»laiaed in the clearefirt maimer I couid; 
{ the state ef affairs ia the Si'ciliaii' capital, up to^ 
I the diet of 'Miivch^ it i^ uifoeoessafry fo say a#y 
^ tfamg^ limie about than Jiere) except that ^f caMiDg 
the leader'^ recollection to the. subject, and then 
feqaeating hta attention to the followiug extract ' 
of a letter, received from a person of taletjts and 
respectability "at Pal^mo, soon alter my arrival at 
Malta, to whjkh island I proceeded in order to 
eoifaaffefor Engbtiid', it is dated Aprir the '^tbV 

laiff.* ' - '. 

;<'t*.,,.~^Yoti will mot, I presume, be sufpi4zed 
at-^the voyage of a gre^t personage, his aptitcrdKs' 
wfJuioir are of the courier cast, and with righteous 
Job; be may safely say * i ' . ' Sisy Aqrs are swifter than 
a post/^--»Tfaank heaven, we have at length, after 
a scene of the n^st complicated villainy on' thfe 
oiie^^de, and forbearance on the other, got rid, in" 
part^oftlie enemies of England andSictiy. CircetkH' 
Castellintini, Tomasi, and their infernal coadjutors 
ba?e witfadvawn. from office, uevef^ J trust, to 
return; you are too well acquainted with the 
actions of thime men, and thoae means by which 
they have brought ; this island, ai^d even their 
soveireiip, .to the brink of ruinv to require any 
further comment of mine. Be it sui&cient; to add, 
that tbei new nun isters have bq^un thcrirfutictrottS, 
but public seiitiment is not tiltered $ popularity 
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^t^ iib» 8iciliiiii»^> is troly ephememl, for th^^ ? 

ready begin to^ thiiik. tiie mhM^. » moV(§or tbe^ ] 
bemr. Tl^e;8eai«ity aed deftst^ass iof.bcc9dv'Ai^ 
ofeveny article oC liWiig, almost to pQ«itive;fa»t. i 
iMM^ give the. cUde^itni adiniilistratioti a fkartxnr^ - 
able aqf^peal to tbe fenatictamif iiat>>r8tiooHiatkna 
of the people ; and present ills^ though the «eault ^ 
of pr^yioii»i malversation, are attributed «<!>^:tlie 
il9iiiedifi^te agency bf ^present autbority^ by itW 
imrefleotinginasa^ the community; whilsir tlie^«'^: 
irf#(M(ii/0 know 1:%ow to profit bycontingeiiciBB, aid^' 
perhaps, adiaii the adage« that * or&e good turn de*< . 
serves another/ However, I have no doubt but 
that every possibk art k used by ^or advemart^a 
to pr^yp»ke the peopk into a& aversion ^rmd* their 
allies, and am truly soiry to believe, that. snoceiit' 
attends the exertions made use^ of for ihe end 
AmmAy . ' .^ ^ 

W^bei»» tb^se ^entinifents .are conparai with 4hi$ 
evj^nt$ ju«i anoQunced. to the>9iation;* it Woiiltl'- 
appear that .the iWfiter wasiendowed wiKh thegilt^ . 
of4>Tophecy. ., . . ^ • 

JUeavipg Afallfi J. arrived in tbi$ cotmiry? dboQt > 
the m'kddls of Ju^ly^ and s(hort}y after receiv^ 
a variety of; J»feler«, wfeicJi.. ail ^ancurred' in 
repreaenting . the state o^. Siciiy,i if: peafiibte 
mQre deplorable . tbdUi se^^er ;• amongst the various 
acts.Qf n^ismaai^ment and pecnlattany Ivhich < 
occiKred betwfeii .tbe period of nQurinati«g!«viil»> 
new.miQis^y'aAd r<»t}pem9nti!of the oldv the latter 
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gav^ fk loose to tboBe {M»dilectic^& 4^ ffrali^jiig 
tbair.o^i^n wishes ami thosaiof tbe eoufi m evqrf 
wishi witboQt oims b^owii^ a thought upm 
their {Mihlic duty^.cw the interests of the peoplei 

.No sooner had YillannQsa entered iiite the 
iinancial department, tba^ he disooremd. that 
tbere was a deficit . oC 18^000 ounces ; wbioH suiB 
had been drawn from the bank a few days before^ by 
tbe authority of a distinguished persacage^- who 
h^ sotne time before given his pqwer up to other 
hands, tn fact, every thing, calculated to irritate 
the Sicilians and ourselves, was perpetrated^ nor 
did the old spirit of intrigue, calumny, and iklae- 
hood experience the least ;dimioution from the 
recent changei upon which all icltsaes had been 
taught to looJk with such unequiitocai hopes of^ 
success. 

It was at length resolvedi after long and piaififiil 
ddiiberations, that a parliament should be asaete 
bled .^-— This body being summoned according to 
the forms of the constitution^ did not meet, for tbe 
^pi^teh of business,: till the 2iMii of July ; wh^ 
the following resolutions were passed^ and are 
given, as they appeacedbto the public in September* 

Palermo, July 04. 

^ The Parliament held their second sitting (first 
for dispatch of business) on thib 30th, when the 
f^llowmg fourteen articles were resolved, and 
passed through the three Chambers, by a lai^e 
majority, in spite of the influence of^the (Uutt^ 
There is not, pevhaps, in history so tematlHible a 
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rje^volutioii brought about, wrth* so much traTK^uii- 
lity. • The Barons have given up their feOdat 
rights, and if the Rescdntions are followed upi of 
which I have no doubt, the people will be free: 

^' Our minister d^erves the highest credit for 
bis conduct; the Sicilians admit that they owe 
every thkig to his moderation, good sense, and 
firmjiess. - * 

^ " 1st. The supreme authority of making laws 
and imposifig taxes is vested alone in the na- 
tion. \ 

*' 2nd. The executive power is in the king, 
\ " 3d. Juxiicial authority is in the magistrates, 
subject to the approval of parliament. - 

" 4th » The King's person is sacred. j^ 

^' 5th\ The miuisier^ are respomible to parlia* 
rneni. v 

** 6th. The two chambers to consist of loitJs 
ami commons, and the clergy to have seats in thpe 
formCT. . ' 

^^ 7th. The. batons to have onfy one note each: 

*' 8th. The right of assembling parlianlent 4s 
in the Kingy and necessar?/ every 9/ear. 

9th. The nation sole proprietor of the dtate^; 
10th. No Sicilian can be judged or con- 
demned, except by laws to he recognized 1>y 
parliament. , . ' . 

*'^ 11th. Thefeudml law is atwli^ed^ as well a9 
the right of investiture f monopoly J, 

' ' 1 2 1 h • The privileges of th€ Barons > over/^ix 
wLssals^ are also abolished. c . 

VOL. Ill j> D 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



6C . 



409 LETTERS FROM THE MESITERRAN^AK. 

• '* 13th. Every proposiiimirda^im ta Aa^aiaiion^ 
must originate in the lower chamber^ amd be ap^ 
psroved by the upper. 

'^ H. A modification of the British constitution 
to be recc^A:. ended this session. 

'* The parliament bad their second meeting last 
night, the S-ith. The ecclesiastical chataber sent 
a deputation to the lords, stating, as their opinion, 
that the first article of tlie resolution should go to 
establish the religionof the opiin try, which^was car- 
ried, after a debate. It was then resolved, that. the 
articles already voted by the three chambers should 
be forthwith, presented to the King for hi» sanc- 
tion, previous to any further proceedings, it being 
argued, that, if the King should put bis Veto on 
these resolutions (which were to form the basis of 
the new constitution) any superstructure formed 
upon them must fall to the ground. There were 
only .six dissentient voices on this question. 
Princes Trabia, Cassero, (the present minister of 
tfie iaiteriorj Cuto» Luchese, and Niscemi, and 
twaothers, voted with the court. .Butera, the 
premier harop, gave the first voice for the articles 
bejng immediately presented. Their deliberations 
continued to a late hour. 

** The Marquis S,alvo proposed aqd carried the 
9th resolution against the ministers. 

*' Prince Belmonte made a most eloquent speech, 
and to his perseverance, ability, and &rmness, 
every credit is due. 

" The Marquis Salvo also proposed the trial by 
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jury, which was oppo»©^ by the lord^, but carried 
in the commons. 

" The Duke of Sperlenca proposed and carried 
the motion relative to the feudal law, on which 
occasion he delivered a brilliant speech. 

" 1 have little more to add, thaii that the par- 
liament is declared permanent until the constitu- 
tion is formed.*' >: . 

Although there is ample room for comment on 
these articles, yet they breathe a spirit of such 
freedoni, when compared to what one might 
expect from men who have bieen born and edu- 
cated under despotism, that it would be a pity to 
censure an apparent desire ta begin upon so very 
liberal a scale. Exulting most warmly in the new 
era of public happiness, which had thus opened 
out to the unfortunate people, and anticipating 
the most beneficial .results from the labours of 
men, the majority of whom seemed to vie with 
each other, in retrieving the lost character of 
human nature, I had already figured to myself a 
return of those halcyon days which Sicily had 
seen in the reign of Hiero and Tlmoleoh ; but 
Avhat was my surprize oil receiving a variety of 
communications, in which the main points con- 
tained in the follo>p»ring extract of a letter from 
Palermoj published in our papers, were amply con- 
firmed, ' 

Palermo, Aug. 26, 181 2V 

" I suppose you in England will be much ele- 
vated at the news of the British constitution being 
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I cstaV'Hsheri in Sicily ; but that you may liot be 

j deceived Uy this pitce of iiiunimery, i shiill endea- 

vour, as briefly as 'posj^ihle, to explain the whole 
I falliicy to you. No doubt the resolutions voted 

by the parliament will have beeii made public, 
but Jest vou should not have seen them, 1 herfe- 
'vvith inclose you o. copy. 

'' The fust object that will sti:ikc you in thc^e 
resolutions, is the true revolutionary spirit whicTi 
they breathe throughout : not oJ)e word of any of . 
the fundamental maxims of the state, nor of the 
jaws which .have hitherto existed ; congenial to 
French reform, they tend to pull down eVery'esta- 
blished law and custom, while they reseri^e for a 
future period the regulations they f)ropo§e to sub- 
stitute. You will perceive by the tenth article, 
that the whole judicial and penal laws are virtually 
abolished, while a new code is promised, on vvhic'h 
every thing in future is to deperid. Here, then, 
in one moment i» overturtied the whole'fabric of 
an ancient government, which has existed nearly 
ten centuries. without opening one of "its recordjs, 
nor examining the foundation on which it rested, 
and with the same precipitation it is voted that 
the British constitujtion is to be adopted. 
. " You are no doubt sensible, that to adopt any 
system of government it ms necessary that tlie 
changes made should be introduced by degrees, 
and that the effect of one new ordination should 
be well ascertained before it be followed up by 
another ; also that the operation of these laws and 
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regulations should produce the same effect on the 
SQqiety to be. reformed as Was observed to result 
iti the state we took for our modeL To copy a 
law verbatim, and to apply it to a people in totally 
diflferent circumstances, is to counteract and spoil 
the very effect we intended. In order to elucidate 
this proposition I must endeavour to shew, front 
the resolutions of parliament, that instead of the 
British constitution, the government of Sicily, as 
it now stands on paper, is purely republican^ 
and that the king is as completely dethroned as 
Louis XVI. was by the constitution of 1792. 

"By the first article the legislative po\ver id 
declared to belong exclusively to parliament, and 
the executive to the king. 

, ",By the ninth article, the nation, as^they style 
themselves (a very revolutionary phmse in tli^ 
l^anner it is there applied), begin by depriving tlie 
<:ro.wn of all its landed property and revenues, 
which they, say belong to the nation, and then 
give to the crown a provision for an annuity on 
their own word. This is not all ; for after having 
.declared the executive power to belong exclu- 
sively to the king, the parliament assume the ad- 
ministration of the revenues, and declare that they 
will pay them into the hands of the minister of 
finance, to be employed according to their will - 
and pleasure. Thus virtually all power is centred 
in the two houses, legislative, exv^cutive, and 
administrative ; the king is a pensioned pngeant 
\vithout functions, or influence, or patronage. 
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** The depriving the cfpwn of its demesnes is a 
dangerous violation of property, for if it be exami* 
ned by wh«t title these lands were held, it will be 
found that at the Norman conquest Roger de 
JHaqteville assigned th^ to the crown, as he did 
the fiefs held by the nobility to the present day. 
If^ therefore, the nation consider themselves as 
having a right to take them from the crown, the 
same right of resuming the lands of the nobility 
holds good ; and why should riot the nobility thu« 
be lurned out of their estates ? 

*' It will naost probably be considered by the 
generality of the people in Englaqd, that the nobi- 
lity, in destroying all feudality in the tenures of 
their lands, have most virtuously sacrificed >heir 
privileges to the public good ; we, who know the 
Sioilidns, are, however, pot to be duped by such 
artifices. It must be remembered, that the only 
title these hold theirjands by, is the obligation of 
military serVicej afterwards commuted into a tri- 
bute, independent of the other tributes they were 
also bound to pay, as appears from the 490 capitolo 
promulgated by king Alphonsus, of Arragon, ^t 
the petition of the parliament : — * Item supplica 
lo dicto Regno, che nulla citta, terra, sive loco, oi 
Burhtti,sive prelate sia exempto delo pagamento 
dela present! collecta e donativo.' 

'^ The nobles pf Sicily, by thus sanctioning the 
plunder of the crown lands, and emancipating 
themselves firom the obligation of military service, 
have^no other end in view than to exempt tbem- 
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selves from the commutation which they would 
otherwise be obliged to submit to on that sepjarate 
account ; by agreeing to the plunder of the crown* 
lands, they are not aware that they tacitly admit 
the principle, that as they hold ot the crown^ they 
may also in their turn be obliged to restore theii* 
own estates to the nation, which may,- on the 
very same plea, resume them. . 

** Thus the glorious revolution of Sicily^ faag 
already overtui^ned the <*ivil and criminal code of 
the country before they re-established n new oiie; 
it has established a precedent destructive of the 
security of landed property \ it has wrested from 
the crown thfe right of administering the resources* 
of the state, and haS put it intp the hands of the 
commons ; it has set afloat every established prin- 
ciple, and it has the impudence to call itself the ^ ' 
. British cdtistitutlon. . ' . 

'" '* When it is remembered that this close imita- 
tion of revolutionary Freiich legislation is produced^ 
by a British: nobleman,' commanding a British, 
army, one is. naturally filled with astonishment 
and indignation, and as it is impossible to con- 
ceive it to be the result of a wicked or mischievous 
mind, but from the best intentions, which every 
one^hen^ will do him the justice to allow, it fol- , 
lows, of course, that Lord Wilham Bentinck, in 
allowing such resolutions to be formed, so subver- 
sive of afl order and good*governmeht^ has proved, 
himself e^htremely unacquainted with twbm^teiriat 
points, vi^; the Sicilian govemiment, which \)e ha^^ 
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overturned with 9 view of reforming; and. the 
. British constitution, which he-thinks ha hps been 
establii^bing ; for 1k>w can it be ^aid that the 
English constitution is established; where the 
patronages of the state belong to any body but the 

. *' In lEngland, you know, the commons propose 
all money bills, but in England these possess im- 
mense riches, as well as extensive knowledge and 
refined education. What, are the comcpons of 
Sicily ? A body of men for the most part both 
ppor pnd ignorant.; amoi^ them the most ener- 
getiq are, a few, vvho a little while since wei?e 
distinguished by, the true revolutionary French 
principles. These are the^wen who are to firame 
taxes; those who have nothing are to tax those 
/who have every thing ; and those who have every 
thing are to throw out these bills, and tlvow them 
back again on the labouring poor, who have 
nothing. In the mean time the old taxes on bread 
and other commutable* are abolished, and np new 
systeqa of revenue resolved on, and th,e conse- 
quence must be, that in a few months the revenue 
of the country will totally fail, and the treasury of 
Whitehall must be drawn on to supply the defi- 
ciency, I . ■ , 

, " An abuse had crept in for many years, past;, 
quite contrary to the laws of Sicily: it consisted 
of a right usurped by the nobles on their^ e^tates^ 
to prevent the free sale of tjie produce of the soil, 
eithfer with a. view of selling their owa produce 
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' exclusively, or of extorting nioney by the sale of 
the monopoly bf the same to fnclividtiais on their 
own domain. — ^These rights they have refused' to 
give up unless they are bought of. them Jit 
twenty years purchase by the nation, arid charged , 
on ^ the townships. These abusive rights are 
called dritii augarici^ oppressive rights are ex- 
pressly prohibited by the, 38th Capitdlo of the 
kingdom, passed in the reigrf of Frederic HI. 
This usurpation they iWve refused to alband6t> 
without an equivalent, although they can btily 
pretend to it as a feudal right. Thiis they declaim 
fhfe abolition of these rights, which is to 
exempt themselves frotn the conditions of' their 
ten^mrej and yet pretend to hold them when it is to 
oppress the people. These are the'' latneri table 
effects of 'overturning governmeiits' , without 
knowing what they really are, anc^ renouncing 
the authority of laws, which, from their aiiti- 
q^iity, the uobJes themselves imist respect. '\ 

<* Thiij, you see; rs the picture' of the fingtlsli 
constitution, as established in Sicily ; that Ss, he 
monarchy is overturned; and the power wholly 
engrossedby Prince Ventimiglia ahd his Creatures, 
who have had the ability to make Lord Williaiii 
subservient to their views; the thing is so palpable 
^t Palermo, that tl}e former, atiiong his nearest 
confidents, laughs most her^rtily at hilii, and holds 
him very cheap. - 

^' This, my friend, is the deiDlorabfe ^tlta '6f 
this country ; all men of discrrnm('UT In silciici?'. 

I 
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lament the prospect ; they see an oligarchy 
carrying every thing according to their caprice, 
under the specious title of a British goverfiment ; 
they have assumed all power, which they must 
of course use as they think 6t, because they have 
declared the old laws null, while thev have 
established no new ones on which to regulate 
their conduct, and every tiring must go into 
cpniusion. The intention of an ^melioration of 
the afiairs of Sicily is now entirely defeated ; -for 
the consequence of all this absurdity on one side^ 
and dupery on the other, has already made men 
who see the danger of such violent measures, 
regret the old order of things, and you may i^st 
assured, that the court party will, from hencefor- 
ward, gain strength every day,* 

•'Before I close this long letter, I. must point 
out* to you another consequence of these nieasures. 
A» the oligarchy at Palermo have assumed- all 
power, the Messinese, who were, from, the first; 
attached to the British, which the Palermitans^ 
have never been, find they have only changetf 
masters ; their disappointment is already begin- 
ning to discover itself, and their esteem of us is 
daily decreasing. When you consider the vici^ 
nity 6f JVIessina to the Italian shore, and the op-* 
portunities that a disaffected ' city so situated- 
must command to correspond with the enemy^ 
the danger of such a disposition, in a place of 

♦ How siDgulaily prophetical ! 
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such consequence to our interest and our safety, 
must be obvious to you. I think you will not 
blame me for expressing my anxiety, that govern* 
ment in England w\\\ not be too supine on. a 
matter of such importance, 

'• Two motives only can be assigned for the 
interference of the British in the internal govern- 
ment of .(this kingdorh ; the o?ie from a principle 
of justice^ to alleviate the miseries of the people; 
the other, that we might have a greater influence 
than we had during the old regime. You see by 
the decision of the peers, in the case of the dritti 
angarivi, as above, that the people are just as ill. 
off as ever; and as for^our influence, that must 
inevitably diminish. — Lord William, had he had ^ 
the free use of his faculties, might have seen that 
it is much easier to govern a* country through a 
minister, than by the means of an assembly which 
he can never manage, and which is already begin- 
ning to give hiin cause to repent ofhis rashness and 
presumption, in pretending to legislate for a people . 
of whose history, customs, laws, and even language, 
he was totally ignorant,'" 

The solemn pledge with which the first resolu- 
tions close, considerably dimioished my. fearsas to 
those,apprehensions so justly entertained by the 
above^ intelligent writer, and patience was almost 
exhausted in w^itinsc the arrival of some further 
accounts relative to the progress of public liberty 
in Sicily ; but, except the underwritten passage 
extracted from a similar source to the former . 
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nothing appeared.* No more w^ heard either 
of the Royal famil^^ the parliament, or the piBo- 
pfe for several months: and those who, like 
my$eUy were interested for the success of our 
measures in the island,. began to imagine that the 
w-ork of reform was real, not imaginary. Their 
hopes wef'e however of short duration, the eniia- 
i»nes of a certain party never ceased to stir up tb« 
people against us and our friends; inadex^uat^ 
ptmisliment, the want of making a proper eicam«- 
ple, and above all our interference in the execu- 
'five- government of an allied cmmtry^ afforded an 
triicontrovertihle argument in the hands of our 
^eiiMiies; and while troops were leaving Sicily 
to;fight the battles pf Spain, the parliament was 
thought nx) more of, and we vainly sujJposed that 
to prom-ulgate laws without putting them intq 
execution, would answer every purpose of h^iie- 
volenee and^ecurity. ' , 

'Minutely to detail the subseqiient events in 
Sicily, till the affairs in February, and March last, 
wbeti through the unabated enmity and machina- 
tion of the same party, our army and the people of 
Sicily were once more marked out for slaughter,, 

i^-.^.: _- — ^ 1 \ — : '•' , , . . .-^-,- ^ 

■* '** The affsnim of Si(Sil|^ ore said to continue in an unsettled 
condition. Letters from Messina of the 22nd of October state, 
tbiat the Hereditary Prince of Sicily was so extremely ill, that all 
hopes of his recovery were doubtful ; that \ii^^ pbysidans bad 
given it as their opinion that he had teen poisoned, /and the 
author of his ilhiess v^as of course to be found in one near iiis 

person, rF KOT ALLIED IX BLOOD !" 
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is neither exactly in- my polver, nor WQuld rt bring 
2^y thing' to light except a repetition of those 
scenes already described in the latter 'part of thi^ 
'first volume. The whole of out bitterest en^iii^ 
beiryg buffered to remain in the island, particularly 
)all* those who had been so deeply eoncerned in 
the guillotine plot, what'C6uld. be expected froiri 
««ch an' iniquitous and malevolent, combinationi 
^nd how is it possible for Sicily to .psosper whil^ 
«uch people as Pasqualina, Troisi^ Cupanis &c.» 
are^\iffefe(l to remain there unpunished ? 
* The singular facts just announced relatiye td 
^i-ew plats st'ill more sanguinary than the former^ 
in which the most distinguisl-^ed characters da 4be 
i^knd will be found to have performed th^ prinoipa} 
iparts, are I trust of such a nature, that nb tiaie 
.will now be lost in acting towards Sicily with that 
degree of firmness and wi»doi«, which can alone 
restore the. confidendfe of its. inbaVitantSy <a.Bd 
firmly estabiis'h our own interests in the Miediler* 
..ranean. •■ ' '■ ' • , ■ . .^■■. ..:- 

With respect to the present situdtionrirf those 
places whicJi are described in this volumfe,, very 
httle regains to be said: Tripoly and Tunis are 
distinguished by the-, same attributes whether 
ciirit or politi<!al,, which c^nvm^tegzed them in 
1812. An embassador is already on his way 
to the shores of Barbary frofti oiit govern rtiertt: lei 
us hope that his labours in that part of the world 
will , be crowned with success, and that for the 
future, instead of insult and imposition, we sb^ll 
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experience civilky and respect from those lawless 
depredators. As to Malta, there was a commis- 
sion sent out there in May last, for the purpose of 
inquiring into the state of the tribunals and other 
branches of the civil administration; no change 
whatever having resulted from its report, we are 
naturally to conclude that an alteration in the 
condition of that important island is unneces- 
sary. 

I cannot conclude without congratulating his 
Majesty's government and my country upon the 
glorious events which have once more shed a ray 
of hope qn the desponding . powers of the North. 
Aided by such insurmountable natural causes, the 
common enemy has been bumbled beyond con- 
ception. To complete what Provide»ee has b^un, 
W6 only want a union of talent and virttie; 
indeed it seems that Heaven, wearied with the 
sufferings of Europe, has at length interposed and 
c^dained th^ fall of a tyrant, who like Phihp 
and Aiaxander, was born to become the scourge 
of hnmari nature, and in whose overthrow the 
nations of Europe are more deeply interested than 
those of Greece were in that of the former 
^enejoaies of pubiicJiberty and happiness/ 



London^ May ^ 181S. 
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Translated Extracts, with Remarhs^ from the CXVJ. Session 
of the Sicilian Parliament ^ held at Cefalu, forty-eight Miles 
from Pakf^mo, July 7, 1774 ; tending to shew the Nature of 
thai Body, its Forms and Privileges* 

** Ceplraludt die nona Julii 7, Ind. 1774. 

*^ Apud plaeentissimam civitatem Cephaludi, et in palatio 
episcopali ciTitatis ejusdem co^am illastrissimo et excelleQtissimo 
domino d' Joanne Fogliani de Ara^ona, marchionede Pellegprino, 
he Pro-rege et Capitaneo General! in boc Siciliae regno pro eadem 
Sacra Hegia Majestate, et coram sacro regio consiglio fttit per me 
D' Ignatium Pap^, ducem Jampilerii, protfaoDOt^riamy et logotlie* 
tarn hujus praediftti regsi, &c.» &€., &c. : . 

<< Illustrious and.most excellent^ Signor Do«l Giovanni Fogliani 
of Arragon, marquis of Pellegrino, &c. &c. &c., viceroy and 
captain general of the kingdom of Sicily, haying, on the 6th 
instant, in pursuance of your Excellency's order, conVoqaed the 
three branches of the kingdom, ecclesiastical, military, and 
demanial, in this most agreeable city of Cefalu, at the grand 
hall of the episcopal palace, your Excellency being seated on 
the throne, directed me, Don Ignaano Pap^, duke of Giampilieri» 
prothonotary of the kingdom, to read and make known the foW 
lowing declaration : ^ 

<* Reflecting on the clemency and munificence of his majesty 
•Qr master^ and also that unwearied zeal in the royal fernce 
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hftbt^rlD tj]^xeii:iei' by ihi$ respectable assei»}|lage» vepreseM^og^ 
tbe \i(boIe kiogdomi. an<l composing tbe general imrMa^eAt, 1 
recogpize« ia the ^tity that paternal .a^xkty with whidi. bis 
Majesty ha£ eyex been. iacUned to impiove aod render bappir . 
these his people, ^d to study every meaDs of promotis^ tbieir 
ivelfere; — so, in tbe otber, do I perceive that studious solicitude 
with wbicb.you have ever come forward, when necessaiy, |o ipoar 
tribute to tbe wants of the state ; tbe most eiScacious ^rgu^esit^ 
ami Jnesiimable proof, of your innate fidelity, . aiid obsequious 
gratitude for the favours of your sovereign," &c. 

[After a great number of conipliments alternately paid, to biji^ 
m£^e.sty and tbe parliainent, during which: the wants of tbe state 
are frequently alludied to, tbe protbonotary expresses • ^ bopat . 
tbat they will cberisb no ofher wish on tjiis occasioB than ttiat 
of employing. i» thei^ master's service not pnljr t^teir pfop^fty 
buit rery lives. The last part of this adidress, wbik it antiqir* . 
pates a liberal siipply, contains a promise from tbe^ v^ireroy 4bat% 
in bis tuiD, be will use every, interest witb, the king to pfocnrp 
an acquiesqence in all tbe wishes of the p^liai||ent:;Hponf,>frhici{i 
the body proceed to execute the Tarions objects of^be session; ^ 
and when concluded, a report is made in tbe form of an answer, 
to the viceroy in the following manner :] 
*' JUaTquis Foglianiy 

*^ It is a source of the highest displeasure to the three brancbey^ 
ecdesiastiealy military, and de^i^anialv reprei^eutipg ,tl)is kiiigf 
dom, that in consequence of the notojrioi^s scarcity occasioned Jhy^. 
unforeseen events, and .other causes,, eveiy ^ass.of thecomaiii»» 
nity feel themselves unable to b^ar beavie^r burclens, and thereby. ^ 
prove their devotion to our royal master; who, with a zeal 1^-t 
yond expression, is onlytintent on bestpwing Ibyors, and increa^-; 
ing the happiness of tbe most obsequious people^" &c. 

[After a long string of compliments, of which it would be difBr 
cult to convey an adequate idea in our language, the various dcK 
nations are named, together with tbe purposes for which they are 
made. The specific sum$ to be paid by each branch is tb^^ 
regulated. Aifter which tbe mqst minute details are entered int^ 
as to the manner in which the taxes are to be levied, so as t% 
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present iiB^stice^ eiiK^r totvards tJic s<5rerei*n or people. It i^ 
aka reitiarlCalaie^ that a proportion of the bui-dens are paid b^ 
all Che Birnngetw litlng aad-^etti^ it the island; When allthe 
paprticalars relative to grs^ts and taxes are thus arrang^ed, the 
pro&oimlaiy closes the report ; after, Tvhich dnother is made out, 
entitled ** CapitoH delle Grazie dimandate 'Concordamehte de tnttl 
H ire Bracd," &c. — ♦* Article of Om^e unanimously demanded 
by the tiifree Branches." The first chisipter relates to a misap- 
plicatiba of the donation!^ establishiBrd to support gallies, dird 
other vessels of war, destined to defend the trade 'and coasts' 
against the Barbary corsairs: it begins in this way— 

*«'The finfortttnate vicinity of this island to the Barbarians, 
whoi -without incurring any nsk, continue to makb numerou^ 
repnsals^i both on \he coast and adjacent seas, is the reason that 
the people of Sicily ^re kept in such a state of consternation that 
rather fh^ incur ally more losses, they are reduced to the scA * 
necessity of finding their security in a state ef poverty," &c. 

The remainder of this spirited and well Written paper goes to 
point out vlirious hardships felt by the trading interest, aiid ' 
others; and concludes by imploring his Majesty to remove th^ 
causes; kc. The dates and signatures are Latinized. Cepha- 
ludi nona Jalii, 1744, ex parte. ' 

^ Transmittatur ad suam regiam mnjestatem. I. Ignatius Pape, 
Prothottotanus. 

The second chapter af Demands complains hitterly against 
^he mode of tjonferring ecclesiastical pensions, it begins thu§ : 

** The youth of Sicily languish in idleness and misery: their 
talents remain unmatured, because they are unaided by hope, 
and in total want 6f encouragement to help them on. If a fund * 
of beneficence were l&lestined to stimulate their zeal and inclina- 
tions, they would sdon become feiTent in their application, and 
mdre willing to sufi^er the hardships- of a'long probation, so 
necessary to establish that merit which might render them wor- 
thy of the king's service,*' &c. After qcotinga nuniber of laws, 
in support of this argument, particularly one of Alphonso, in- 
stituted in 1418, •' ut nuUus extraneus in nostris regnis habere 
possit beneficia, ct pensioner," and also noiicing that this law is 

VOL. ir. E E 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



*18 ii.PPENj>IX. 

Strictly executed against them in Naples, tbe doetimeiit, fttilf 
more energetic than the iG&nner, concludes by appealing stron^y 
to the feelings of his Majesty for a\idbres6 of the grievance com- 
plained of; and id signed like the preceding. 

Chapter the third contains a request from the ecd^iastical 
branch that his Majesty vould be pleased tQ restore certain 
funds of vhich the clergy had lieen deprived in 1772. 

Tbe fourth chapter is most ably drawn up, and r^ates to the 
dreadful state of interior communication, entire want of roads 
either for military or commercial purposes, absolute necessity of 
correcting the evils arising to the nation from such a situation, 
and pointing out various remedies, together with tl^ose funds 
vhich are in the sovereign's power to appropriate in that way. 
In conclnsioiji, it is proposed, that all the-convicts cottdettned to 
bard labour for a fi#nod of years shall forthwlth^ be employed 
' under proper guards^ to improve the old roads and make new 
onel, 8cc. 

Chapter the fifth contains a request, in the name of the three 
branches^ that his majesty would be pleased to grant Ae privi« 
lege of a senate to the city of Cefalu, ht* * ^ 

Chapter the sixth proposes, that in consequence of there 
being no place of refuge for the coasting trade' between Palenaa 
and Messina, a mole shall be constructed at Cehlvt ; the manner 
in which this important- work is to bje completed, necessary funds, 
and class of persons to be employed, occupy the reuMunder of tbe 
chapter.* 

Chapter the seventh, and last» relates to several abuses is the' 
criminal court, and requests certain appointments to be made in 
them by his Majesty. 

Upon the foregoing dbcuments being cemmunicated to th« 
Viceroy, a general answer is given by him to the Depntatioo of 
the Kingdom, in the name of his Majesty ; wherein he either 
accedes pr refuse their request oT parliament according to cir- 
cumstances ; and then the session closes. 

* The mole has never been eveo4)egiuu 
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* No.u. 

Sti silenasii, ista rirduni^ 
Sti inuntagni, sti rallati 
L'ha criatn la natura 
Pfi li corf ifmamaraiu 

txL snsjorru di li frandi, 

Bi In sciami lu lamenttt^ 
L*aria> Tecu, clii nspimdi 
Tutta spira sentimentu. 

Dda farfaik accussi v^ga; \ 
Lumugg^^^dili tori; 
L'iimoec€nza> chi vi appag^i^ 
Tutti parranu a lu cori« 

8tu fmehettn insinuantl 

Cbindi vn ginv^u di inaciHi 
AecMzzsk Talma amautis 
E ci arr#bba B sospiri. 

Cca Parmuzza li soi poiti 
Apii totti a lu dilettn ; 
Sniti ^ itidigfiu di sta Wrii, 
Ccii nim chiudi aiiiad iti pettti. 

Mitt h rcu,'cui pc> guardari 

Dura, e immobili sta scena; 
Ma lu stii^su nun amari, 
E' delittii insemi, e pena* 

Oonna liella senza amuii, , 
£* una rosa fatta in cira; 
Senza vezzi, sienza oduii, 
Chi nun veggeta, nc spira. 



"Sti. d»e^'.--^da.' Que/to.-^J'rischettu. ZefireitOy o t>€nftVeZ7o.— Ci arrob- 
ba. Lt rvZ<a.— Cea« 4ML— L'amiuxza. Ftx^egg^ £ flninut^^Soi porti. Sut 

s e2 ' • 
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Ta niiB parriy b Don msa? . 
Sta sflenzia liii spayenta; 
E' possibili, ch! ia^ 
Qaalch* affetta Dim «i senta? 

LU GESUMWU. 
{^esumuiiiy tn m' ammaschi ; 

£ non Tija In pirchi ! 
Stari in menzv di sti rascM, 

Na In negH> ch* i un gran-chi. 
Ha li Ron, e 1' Amaranti ' 

C aju vMu, uoiii s) tv; 
Vn* omiri dkitu a'taati, 

£' fiimti^ 'im nSi chi&. 
Ca ssa^lbona, e ssa lit ata^ 

Tn ti ciidi quasi un Re ? ' 
Ma iifin passa issa jarhata, ^ 

Ca finiid cu r ol^ • 

Svpra Donni lu 86 fasta 

Nnddtt mai fundari p5 ; 
Forri v' amanu, ma a tasfu ; 

Oggi sly domam d6. ^ 
^ Tidi 'nt^aa apampinata . : , 

Sda^ofam, chl ^'dd^ ? 
ChistQ i^eii fa aduratu. 

Coma pautra Deit&« 

Om ^n to€Ga iMH canttiiscifi;. 

Sicii^, dici: oim^i 
Pirch) sugmLafflif tn, e mnacim' 

Pjetjk pfi mia *iin d na'^ I 



Intia. /« te.— M* aminaschi. Mi fax il iostenuto m otto mineccevoU,^* 
Rttchi. Fior di kdie ; f vt i-ulkgofia,^C aju. ;^*Ao.^— Dnni si. Dova mv^-* 
'ttn^ ^n.-^biuv Pttk.--rSsa Jirata. <7ofe stia andaiura swperfta.— Ssa jtxreiEpi. 
i2fMf<o gioTWK'^Qlc. Inlerjesiqne di gahbo, fatto a(/rui.^Nviddu. ^AUicao.. 
--p^A. ,tastu« ^ assaggifi, — ^Ddu. Quel. — iDdk. Co^.-'-Chistu^ Questo^tim:^ 
tra. ^iirtt.— fUn. iVb»,— -Qantusciu. /'e*/e dowwwca*— Si 9 spii. lye^fo' c^'edt* 
•--Sugnu* iSM«*-^MuKiu< fwbo^mm^i xnia. Per mc non ve n* i. 
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Bench) elettuntrali seiti^» -^ ^ 

Gesumina/dhi i^ttt; '^ *: ... 

Forsi avrai pii stibcdssitri * * ' 

li chii tint!, chi ci siV 

Chi nnni regnal' •ineosfs^2Hiy 

£* cuccagna ; e sai pirchl B 
Pitcta oga* anu avi spiianza, 

Oggi D69 dnmani si. . ' 

'"'ELEGIA. ''[ 

Veqeranda Silenziui lahiTt* «tpg;ii|pebi ; . .^ :; 
^'Mmenan it rami di sl»i aili»,^|p^9i)|,, •], ; 
Unn* auCii nua ti itarl^aivii^ chi: C<4<?chi : 

Scusa^ s* eu vegpan in.cl)i9t^ i^sol^t' i^p ;^ . 
A sturbari li loi muti riposi^ • . 
Ca chiandri la mia mala vintura* 

Petri, o Tranchi, odaii» esur^Cosi/^ 
Felici, chi di stnpida snstanza 
Natnra diatii cingiri vi vosi. / 

Ahim^ ! chi lu miu cori b fattu stanza 
Di pietosa mestizia pn lu sensu, 
Chi Natora ci misi in abbnndanza! 

Amu pri Bsin tnrmenttf, oim^ ! sa'penanr ; ; - 
Aran, ^*ea dotimi %di:miiif k'iarfo^ar ^ 
Cinniri nuda senza mia ctmsensm. " -■'' 

Ahim^ ! ch* ogni mia fibbra appena smoi^' 
Trema tutta, si seotiy enn snbagnafdii 
M* arpira a penetYsri sin' bH' oBsa.; . 

L' imagini di'^^Ma, pri cai atdii^ 

Mi sti ^<^^^|^^ Toccki^schi a stn puntu 
Mi pail, chi caHru, echi la guardu. 



gr-^ 



Ktia U Sciuri. Fra li JRwrt.— Chii tinti. PUi «ax.— Chi ci «x. ^^ 
y^no.— >Unnt. Dove.— -Aggiuccbi. ^«md/,-;-Sta. Questa^-^Vtin' WO^, Bme 
aZiSTu— Cucchi. CivetU^^^casa^ Perdomi.-JrChUta. Qtiet/a.— Cbianctit W* 
an^ere«^yosi. FbUc^Chi d parru. Che a lei parlo. 
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Vita di r anna iai^ eccumi jiqitH 
^ Pr* amaii a tia^ 'Btra sti penusi istaiiti . • ,. 

W ahim^ ! ca sfui^ e jmn m\ diiiis^ conty i 

V Ervi, e li Tninchi, chi mi sji daTantx* 
Sclamaau in pj^ni inptu, in ogni gesiu : 
lion" h la vita tua, miseru amanti ? 

D' unni mi votu, oim^ I chiil mi fune$ttt. , 
Tenebp^'orruri^ Inttu, crepacori 
Taciti, oim^ ! chi d' un Jacobu mc^tq^^ 
Sentu na vttci, chi mi dici : mori. 

"CANZUNA. 

ISion ^^ardan da la soa Reggia immeosa 
Jjn hejla. Villa di. H Bagana; ^ 
Unp r arti impetris^> etema, ^ adcfeQ8% 
V abborti di bizzarra fantasia; 
^ Vjjj»9 dii^i) la mia insufficiensa, . 

Mostri n'escogitai, qtiantu putia; 
Ha duTi tei'ffiijiau lamia putensa^ 
pd^ stissu iocpminc^aii PalagttBia* 



No. HI. 

THE ATT WITH StClhT, 

Tre'aty of Alliance tmd Subsidy bettteen his Majesty the King 
qftlie United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland^ -and 
His Majesty the King of the two Sicilies. Signed at iPa- 
lermo^ 30M ^March, 1808. : 

His Majesty the King of tbfe United Kingdoms of Great 
Britain aud Ireland, and His Majesty the |iLing of the two 
Sicilies, being equally animated by a sincere desire' of strength- 
epng more and more the ties of friendship and good und^f- 

Junti;». Giunto^^NtiSiM, lni;oie&ti,'^C»sfnLSCke^sJu§g0ir^1>i3nm^if^ 
tu? Rwprmde ^—Ervi. Erbe. — Chi <rii su, Che mi sono^-r-IX' vam^tai wpta^ 
Da dot)*? mi »t)/go,— Phiu. Piii.— Nju ^wa,— Unnl. />we,--Vi)tt. /^c«J9s-a)da 
^tissu. Col&appunto^' ' • .' • ^ 
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standing which so I^appily subsist between them, have jud^d, 
that nothing could contribute more efHcaciousIy to that salutary 
end^ than the conclusion of a treaty of alliance and subsidy ; 
ibr this purpose their said Majesties have named their respec* 
tivd plenipotentiaries, viz. bis Britannic Majesty, the Right 
Honourable William Drummond, one of his Majesty's most 
honorable privy council, and his envoy extraordinary, and 
minister plenipotentiary at the court of his said Sicilian Ma- 
jesty ; and hh Majesty the King of the twd Sicilies, the right 
illustrious afid right excellent Thomas de Somma, Marquis de 
Circello, &c., &c., &c., who, after having communicated their 
respective full powers, have agreed upon the following articles : 

Art. 1* There shall be a continuance of isinc^re and constant 
friendships between his Britmmic Majesty, and his Majesty the 
King of the two i^ieilies, theifr fodrs and ^ucces^ota, which has 
always subsisted up to 4be present time. 

Art. 2. The two high contracting parties shall afford to 
each other, during the present war tviih France, every succour 
and cusistance, in proportion to their respective forces, and 
shall prevent, by common consent, everything that can cause - 
them trouble or detriment. 

Art. 3. His Majesty the King of the two Sicilies engages to 
grant to the troops of His Britannic Majesty, stationed in th^ 
fortresses of Sicily, and to all British ships of war, an exepa^tion 
from all d\^ties belonging to him, upon every thing of which the 
British squadrons in the Mediterranean, and the troops of that 
nation, may stand in need, and which the country cau fbrnish 
in provisions, food, and military and naval stores. 

Art. 4. His Sicilian Majesty being desirous of giving an 
additional proof of the sentiments by which he is animated, also 
engages to exempt from all duties belonging to him upon such 
provisions as may be requisite for the British ships of war at 
Malta, as well as all military stores which are to be found in 
liie countiy; on the condition, however, that each vessel or 
vessels of war be furnished with a requisition from the governor 
ctTthe said island, which shall specify the articles and quantity 
required. 
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Art*. 6. HtiSieiliau Majesty farther eags^Si in virtite.of ihe 
ftt'fSftettt treatyv never to aUow the enemies of Gteat Britaia to 
Ining.iDio any ^ inft ports duriu^. the present war, 'any Bntisfa 
ships taken by the enemies of Great Britain, 
t); Aj»r;iSi.'His SicUian Ms^sty also eugst^e* to open thAvports 
oitkB tvro Siciiies during the present wair to British aqnadnntt^ 
m aMll as. to ail merchant and other ships belongiogto- Brftish 
avbjeots, Iwitheot any restrictions whateyer^ referring to the 
dMrd ai^tiek with respeqt' to exemption from duties. 

Art. 7. His Britdnuic Majesty engages in return, to defend, 
daring, the 'prescsit wary the fortresses of Messina aud Agusta, 
aad to.maitfiam there .for that pui^ose, at* his charge' and 
expense, a. body of troops, which, in the present war> shall 
consist ^ ^,0€(> nie^r tind to augment their number 'il >th« 
case. shall require it, the disposition of which (roopsin tii>e'said 
fortresses shall be in such manner and proporl^n as the conv- 
SMHudhig officers (to whom every requisite' facility shall be given) 
alNd) judge expedient; and his Britannic Majesty srtipalate^s 
that the -said general offic&rs shall have the powier of e^ereisii^ 
the martial law in the above mentioned garrisons, with respect 
to their BriUsh troops, in the same manner and according to the 
same rules, as are observed in other English "garrisons ; quarters 
for -tbe^lBaid ttoops shall- be provided in tjie abore mentioned 
fortresses by his Sicilian Majesty. • • 

Art. 8. His Britannic Majesty further engages to pay to his 
Sicilian Majesty, during the continuance of the present war^ an 
j^nnual subsidy of 300,000/.* sterling, (to commence from the 
10th of February, 1805, when the British and Russian tryops 
Ipd in the Neapolitan tenitory,) payable at the rate of 25,0p0 
pounds per mouth, which payment shall always be made one 
month in advance, computing from the date of the sigoature 
of the present treaty, his Sicilian majesty p.vrporting to 

EMPLOY THE SAID S^BSIDISSFO a THE USS OF HIS MARINE 

AND OF HIS LAND FORCES, shall regulate, the distribution of 
thim in »uch pitwportian as these tt^o services may require^ for 
tk&defencfiofjtifi states^ and far operations agtmist the.cotnmon, 

• This was increased to 400,000^ on the first of May, ISil. 
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^Bketm^:^ wat^an-Mtemntski^l be given evir^^ikre^ montit. to 

4he BrUishgm^ernmenty of the mmimp'm wMch Am SicUim 

M^^tjisfiall^haoeempidfed the emlmdie^ ffoiAto km hy 

Greftt Britain. • - - ,.^ ,.,--. » 

. Arv. 9. The two -liigh coi^tc^ctiD^ paities ^efeiriof . to 

atiengti^Q more ttnd raarev tbe ti^s wbicii ornte di:e two matinnitQ 

andfd esbteiid tbeir mutual relati<ma, ,will ei&fkloy tlieiaself«8 ai 

•soDn as possible ufcondiiding a treaty <of commerce, the artidca 

of which shall be equaMy adraatagpecMis to the sobjee^ of b^ 

^tates. ^ ., -••,'.'- 

. ArTi. 10^ His Siioilian Majesty engages iiot to copeltidemttf 

FoFano^.a peaee s^ftaratefriQiii En^fland; a«d'his.BfUtaiiiiw Mfti 

jesty, OR his pa];t, also eogages not to m^eapeaoe with Frmeo 

pith0iit, eomprehemding and saving iait .Ahe iiUeresIs .# bia 

^icijiaa Mai^ty» ^ , / - ... . , 

Art. 11. The present treaity of alliance and subsidy ahali hit 

Ratified by the two high contracting parties^-rand the i^tiifie^tictti 

^all be exchang^, in'dae ibrm, in London, . within the spac« 

0f four months^ from the date of its sig^atui^y qi^ sooiu^r il pott* 

9ible. In witness whereof, we, the un^ei^gfied, Airnisbedtwillt 

f^ill powem, ha;re signed the present treaty, said hai^ Aer^dnto 

4iffi^d the s^e^ of pur anBs. • • ; • .. im ...ir 

(Sign^,) W. Da0JkfMQND-^TH»M4.S d^^Mma^ 



Extracts from a Pawphlet prepared for the Press by a Mer^ 

chant in Palermo y and Printed at London by Galabin and 

Marchanty Ingram Courts Fenchurch Streetyfor Private 

'Use ;^ and which serves to elucidate the General Iteasonihgs 

on Commercial Abuses. 



Representation of the British Merchants , of ^Palermo ^ to, t^t 
British ConsVihGcnerol^ . , 

Palermo, February 24, 181i. 

We, the British merchants resident in Palermo^ aid on 

behalf of our brethren in Sicily, whose sufii-agcis we anticipate^ 
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f^ffm&iA ta R6\jmt Fagim^ ]B»q/bid Bntalmte BfajtH/s dmi^ 
gat^roieiml fot flietty liad lifefthii, a&S tfae klMftl adJEcent : 

That an elkt bM been pillUisked bythe crown of tbSs kiiig^ 
dom^ imposing a tgx of one per cent, on money on its circnlatioDy 
ind J9pMbe witb specific fonii», for Mgnlatinir banking traosac* 
mnsy and receiplii^ paym^ts, aetacbing in Ibe ^eniioftoiis 
l^r centt Hmt tb^ extraordinary branch of ibe royal expeii* 
idituca* 

' Tbat Ibis .edict has been onderstood by the Sioitian sabjeda 
ait ifiToWing also in the obsenrance thereof the British waaaKsta^^ 
l^e^reaid^nta now in thia country. 

Tbai^ under tbis impsesaion, some incoBremence bath AtetAf 
^ccarj^ and mnch moKc^willb^ experiea€ed» if tba dalaaiom 
^ n^t. speedily corrected by ^ public and rayal knandate, e»- 
empting officially the British merchants from an obsexvance of 
the edict. 

' We do not obtrude our reasons for supposing qurselres 
«S!^mpt from the obligations bf this ^dict ; for, did it apply to 
^s, it would certainly condemn British commerce to a civil 
ds^athy an^i interdict it in the kingdom of Sicily. On the con- 
^ti&ry, we know that our commercial rights and privileges in 
thia country are guaranteed to us by national interests and friendly 
' lAlianceB, which it can never be his Sicilian Majesty's intention 
toiriolate; and, therefore, we do not insinuate that the edict, 
in anyway, applies to us; biit, in consequence of the abofe 
mentioned inisapprehension of the Sicilian subjects, so injuriooa 
to our concerns, we do represent to his Britannic M ajiesty^s 
consul-general the imperious necessity there is that he uses his 
immediate and urgent endeavours with the Sicilian government 
to obtain from it an official and public declaration, to the Sici- 
lian -siibjecta» of th^ deftilte and specific import of this-edict, so 
far as the commercial interconree of the British subject is in- 
volved with that of the Sicilian* 

Signed by all the Britjish merchants resident inPaknno* 
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2%tf SnistatM ^ m LeHer from- Mr^JP^gtm i0 the Mttrqw 
CirceUa, ascoBipanying the Stpftst^i^a^m ^ f At BriiUk 
Jlki^h4mUi^XPakmOfdfae4F4iMrw^%^,^l^^^ . 

FtMino, F^browy, 38, 1811> 
'Iteve the4ioBo«f of tnilismittiti^ to jour ExeeHencya copy 
«f an address from the British meinehattts^ greeted to ne. ««1m 
tif« to- the last Ux imposed on all veceipts and payments. 

Your Excellency will permit me to solicit the indnlgeoce of 
4tn answer thereto as early asr eonTienient, ad T have incNitsed the 
^ntkflien to rdinqtiish the intention they had signified *M 
refusing, for the interval, to continue th^r Negotiations. Youir 
)BseeHeiicy ^11 be aware that such an nnexpeeted snspenSioa of 
Iheir husittess might probably be prodttetite of some nnplettsant 
aensation bi the Sicilian mind* ~ Robert Paoav, 

,, ^ ■ . • • • ' . . . s 

The Marquis Cir cello's Answer* 

• . Palermo, Ma)^ 2. 

Sir, I have the honour to communicate, for the informatioiLof 
the merchants, so much of the reply of his Excellency ibfi 
Marquis Circello to my letter of the 26th ojf Febmaiy, whieh 
accompanied the representation of, the merchants of .(he 21t)i 
instant, as relates thereto. 

<^ The English merchants, as well as a^y other foij^igiifgri 
resident in Palermo, or settled in any p^t of thejkingdom^ )iaV0 
liberty to remove with all their ^effects from the ki9gdoin..;pf' 
Sicily* when and where they pleas^< or they shall be suhji^ 
'to whatever imposition or tax his Sicilian Majesty's j^overnniNeiit 
shall think necessaiy to impose, as all foreiguers are in whatever 
country or under whatever title they, may ^be established.*' 

Jffr^ Fagan's Conmismcatumrfrhie &9ffitn4^m^h^*hi0£h9eifl^ 

ment* .,.,.. 

(Copv*.) 

Paienno, 18 Mag^o, IA11« 

- 11R6 hti onllnato al Mftr^ese di Circello^ di 'fair noto al 

Signor Roberto Fagan, che rimane ^ospesa ogni eomumcaaBioBe 
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4®5 A.Pwt&r&t^. 

diiQh€«tlo.a<toupie'iyel iipelMvsk 
« . 4^B(BgiHito^ Ix MaschssS 01 Cilicmi.iLO. 

: - (TftAAsliiTION.) 

Palermo, 18th May, 181 1. 

tihe King has commanded the Marquis of Circello to inform 

Mr. Robert Fag^an, that all coiomunication between his Ma*« 

jesty's government and him is suspended^ which the Marquis 

of Circello notices accordingly. 

] (Signed) The Marquis of ^ircello^ 

'. . Palermo, May 20tb,J8l I* 

Gentlemen, I hare t]^e honour of h^n^ing you «iiU\,f|^U%c| 
from a dispatch, ^dressed to me, by his Excellency the Mar- 
quis Circello, his Sicilian Majesty's minister, for your guidance 
and sc^^ulfldoa in any ccfmniercial concemsy^ wherein ^ ^^y^ 
stand in need of the assistance, support^ or protection,* of his 
Br^pc: Majef ty*i^ cqii«ul. Robert Fagan. 

L^tef-qf ThmkB from ike Puhrmo Metehdn^/WRo^i^ 
^^am^ Esqi hu BHUmnia Maje^ty'^s Cmsul^^GeikfNi^ Bpe* 
^^d€ti$ed2lst of May; l%\l. i: .,. ,. • . 

^, We haire been fsEVtoured with your'eomiiifiiiicsttidii of the 
SOtkief Maty, 1811, acquftioting us thkt th^ governkiiei!i% of his 
8ieiliaB'Jla|e8t}rlifts l«d{)ended yi)i)r <»ffiddl ^cri^potoiettbe witl^'- 
*hi«i'£Miiai»- Majesty Vgiiir^nitMttt*^--'*^ es^iacyfdliimry a'tneoifiifre 
imtJ^r-Qonttenu than surprises us, «s mt: have, for a l^ng^lim^- 
witiieiaMd,.4in ^bepart of bis SfiWl^an"MaJesty•»^govfenlmcllt,^i* 
direet opposttioo: to our cttuHilerelal int^esls, Wbich ybu,'^ a 
puUic ^foftotiDnaiy appointee^ bjr his :I|irit^miHd M^ijesty, ^^' 
bomtf le iH»tei:t . aad sapf^ft. We', howeyef, cannot ^mit ^as 
prefwitigii«i.aiua8t$r st tltl*^ «te%nce of Ji Biki^h euibasi^idor,"^ 
.now.tIi9tt^\tha consulafAiUlionlyof bis Br|tannic MajeiSty is' tfo 
lon|P9ir lesgfictftd «nd scccsdited by the court of ^eily; and we* 
win thank yov ta^c«|aaiiit W to wboni we shoidd appfy^ in t^^ 
of aiB«4t^ svppett^' dntin^ Ae fenoqiention of ^onr oA<M c^ 
inoi^ipilii^^ilbibisgovenmi^^^ . 
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^W(e^£^ U 4>fK.ifi^iuid>9nt«lut3i».<^jtbiir o«oai^Soii^ to^tasuEiB^: 
joa of our uQanimous and most;^^iiii|tl :«pprolMiflan of']/9diifr 
cpndu^t in the ^sefaftr^e of |rour lemamAtr duties, duriiig the 
short time yoa have, so honourahly to yourself and so zealously 
for your country^ filled that important office ; and we sl^l ever 
r6£ain actively sense of' our obligation for your disinterested es^- 
eftions in behalf of ojir comniefcial rights and privileges, which,, ^ 
if some times unavs^ling, have always teen exercised by you 
mth cheerfulness, industry, and . unremitted zeal. — J^iiA we 
earnestly hope that his Britannic Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to restore you to us, with iiill consular authority, wfaicb,^ 
iir^ttr opinion, th^ honoiir of our country requires, and we are 
very sittfe o'nrintewats particularly demand, '' 

Signed by the majority of the Palermo Merchants. 
l^t^r i.^ Tbmh fpmt^ the BrHisk Merchants of Messmu io 

.A t.l: .2J:i .: / JO^iftii, Mac 3,1811'' 

vSiig, Thcougk the Bntish pio-eonsiU^ resident iii fhi's pla^^r^: 

Jobs Bowmester, E^q. we have t- receive inteU%eiie^ thnt - tfe 

Sicilian government has thought propei to svspeiiii: aH: b^Soti 

cofomqniq^i^kD with] you as British e^Hiwl-'^eiieMil- in Sicii^^ 

whioh'Hie$e»u¥e,'«oa8idering the general conduct of that govern*" 

iiifntf*raljbi€VX]p^t68 indig:^ / o 

^ JRTe <w>iny>t»- however, ♦ abaiain tfirem *e a B fH ^8 g igg> imt^etHkogBw 

tbis«uhj««t, -and our Hgmt Ibat the Biitiafa g^eveniBient, ^YuA 

.oo|itnbut^.sQ laigely to the &^))^ri of this Goantijr,.. as weH m 

y(^^lfp#r8f>p|3itty, should h#vw been subjed t«> i»o gfe«t ftn 

V mm}i I and we cannot but view iJli^ imimiaiitaUe measure as 

adapts expressly ;with th|e c^sideivl^iQy tihot, iuewgr M lb« 

same.time^.witjiout any resid^li i^iiiislOD «t 'tids:.0onrt,{4iief 

WQiildth/QcebfJ>e .furnished witb^ eptiortiioities of tnmplai^ oH 

ouir ,rig{its ;«iid i^rivUeges^ in couatqaettO»:«£.^<mr bavidg^M efiMf 

to4U|i^4^iaa,publicchauM;ter, iiiddea^^ «>.: - ^j 

3^e.,GWQot. let ihii €(p|)artiu»ity^^ pass fa^ipMuM^repeatmgr 

the sentiments of approbation, wimsb .we bai^ bef«pevexpie«Bed, 

of your zealous dischaige of the duties attached to your station ; 
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€30 AFPEND^X. 

and more paiiicaMjr ^nor- aAaWl e d g hiM ri s of the warm iii'* 
tti«fl(t you here ahrajpft taken in support of the commereiat 
rights of the British subjects settled in this island, although 
jpnr exertions hare not always been attended with, the sneeeal 
yea wovid have wished. 

We are not without hopes that such outrageous cenduct, oii 
the part of the Sicilian court, being laid before the Britkli 
government, we shall yet see you resume your fdl power and 
authority as British consuUgeneral in Sicily, which re<»instate« 
ment would, we are confident, not only be gratUyii^ to lA 
British subjects resident in this island, but highly for thdkoMUr 
and advantage of the British govemmeAU 

Signed by the majority of the British Merchants in Messina. 

Mr* DQUglas$*s Letter to Mr. Fagm. 

P4eraie» Jane e, Mil. 
I^r, I have the honour ta acquaint you, ihat, in a letter freitt 
^e Marquis of CItmIId* d^tAd .TnfiA 5tb» hist F^efSleii^' Jus 
assured me^ tliat his official letter to you^ dated May 19^ was 
ibr the purpose of suspending your correspondence with the 
Sidhan ^pvenment, and not the suspension ai youc cenimliur 
funetions with the same« I think it my duty tp aiB^MMt jos 
with this cif cufnstaneci^ in eidei that yon n^y rewsm ifa^ lOcer^ 
cise of your consular fdnctiona in all mattem wheve efllcial 
Winesa flp4iiiieii^€emmuaicati<m with the Sicilian govemmeat. 

Andrew Shape I>«««liAw« 

Mr. Pagan's Statement tb the Commereiat ^oeiet^ telaiibe 
to Mr^ J^ougtass's Information, that he toai not sui^inSgiL 

Palermo, ltefle7, Wtl. 
' Gentlemen,^ I have the honour to hand you an eflldbl MIe 
I have jiisiree^ved fmn Mr. Douglass, bis Britannic Maje afy's 
secretary of legation ; in which, you will find, he informs m^ 
it was not^ intention of bis Sicilian Msjiesty's govemmeot to 
suspend my consular functions with the same. TImr v ppmc t d 
to me an object ef such cobsequence to font intisreJBt, Aial 1 d0 
not delay a mcHnent in remitting^ to you this4)oculMttt^''* 

Robert Fagaw » 
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Ft'om ih0 Sumt 4p the. Siii0i^* , 

, Palermo, Jtine Tj 1^1 1. 

. CientleoieDr I have the hon(^^.r to ifvform you, that> in ccmse*- 
quence of Mr. Douglasses communication on the subject of con^ 
4iuuiug my consular functions with his Siciiiaa Majesty's go« 
yemment, I waited {in person) with Mr. Walsh, his Britannic 
3fajesty*s vice-consul, on tha consultore Troisi, judge of the 
"CQsui of prizes^ anc( -: .sanded if I should meet with any obsta-- 
isle in appaaripg ?.i that tribunal, ^r the defence of th€ Greek 
j^acKe Conception, on which a piracy had been committed; 
or if be would receive any representatioii on this subject. He 
answered me, that he should be happy, on all occasions, to 
fk^Onverse with me, as an indiyidual, on that business ; btit that, 
in the tribunal, be couid no longer eonsidet* me his Britannic 
Majesty Veonsal^g^eral, or ireceive my representations in that 
adiiuraetev. Tliese being the orders he bad reeeived from, his 
tnas^) iheMng of the two Sicities, y«u i^il, therelore^ ge^ 
lAtnsmhf legukte yourselves aecordingly. Hqbe&t fAOAiT. 

^Pke S^coftd^P^iltim o/ the BrUish M^ckmtsMedient in Hte 
Kingdfm^ ^f SieUtfj and ddmiciUixttd in Pt^ermo, to the < 
■ JUghtMifi^urdbhihe Lords Pte$fdeni and Board q^ Coum^ 

-^ cU for Trade mdPimitdiiam. - 

^ - - e ' ' '1Meniio> Jttne6« ISM. 

, . -Humbly sli^w^itb»— f 

Sed^^ l.-^That, in a general petition of the British mer- 
difints recent in the kingdom of Sicily, dated the 27th day of 
May, 18.1 i, piaying the right honourable the lords president 
rad board Of cauncil, the 26th^ .45tb^ aad , 51st ae^^lloitt 
abe«Led,^-^ 

. ** 26,— That an edict of the crown, dated Febraaiy the I5tb, 

•. tdll, imposes a tax of one per cent, oq the receipt of pioi^ 

HQd all banking transactions. ^ 

. «.4^.^Tba^t on the 2gth,d|iy of Bf^. l^W^ » tw frf m^ 

per cent ym im^^Mi^d ou thft eatimatioB of all mercbaiidise 
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entered in the custoin-hQiuie of Pdeifno^ &asA the 23rd 4»; of 
February, 1811.* 

<* 51.— That €Tery day some novel, extiaordmary, and ar^i*^ 

txaiy« oqntnbutiop, or vnpositHm^ ini^(4ve3 Bdtish cwwmri^.in 

•increasing' difficulties." ,/ ♦ 

. 2.7-That, in coujpinnation of the troth of th<e. section? iquoted 
above, an i^dditionall rei|aisitioa has been xn%4e oo^ Piiiisb tftmr 
merce; of a nature stiU more oppressive, thajn the above-ci|£d 
impositions. . ^ , . 

9«*-rThAt ,the admini^tiattor^ assessor, or. receiver, the Mar- 
q^ f <C]preri, un^er the title of administrator of the tax of Febf , 
niary^jklie J5th, ISI^l, did, on the 31st of May» l&U, lety^ 
another requisition . on foreignf merchaodizew io the fisllonaf?: 
mfmust^r^. ..-•*...}'--''>> 

. ^< Eveiy dealev itr Ateiga merduuidiae in ten ^y s^ ieoiBtL' tW^ 
Wih,jd9^i^ May/ 1811» shall tleliver into the «fice «f i^e 
aepretaTyiOf. th«^ custom-house an eacact imeuuaj^i M-iAt^ 
m|»ohaiidize he has in his varehonaea, botU injBiid.ont.7Qf tibe 
€U8t^qhh<H|ap» Y^hether.la^ed for consuaptioti, .or warehoused 
fop traosrshipiaent, leaviag a blank colunm io^&e inventory ior 
thp apfM^ex s^pcHBted to put the estimate ^ce against tiae 
articles specified; and. upon the sum total of th» eatimateHevery 
merchant shall pay, witfciii twenty days from the. ST^i' day of 
Miiyj 1811* a requisition of one per casU^ and^he^ inventcvy. 
ahaU contain a full a^d true at^t^xmeut of all the goods -wbidk 
may have been landed at any antecedent period up to the pr^- 
sent time, so that every and. all, his atock cootributea to thia 
requisition : and if any suspicion shall arise, that any paiticnlac . 
inventoi]y .be not a true, and £BdthfuI reveal, his Majesty iril. 
sudden^^ aud without, ii^y previous, notice'to the mei^hAnl, 
cause an inventory to be taken of such merchandize, by th$ 

• The estimue (nctrly) exceeds doable the Value of the g^oods estimated, 
and diareforeis equal ic two per cfcnt. on the goods, though it ii called one ' 
percent, • , 

• t The term foreign merchandise is -used, but Britisti'is intended, Sicily 
haying veiy little gtaiend commeice at the pr^cut tKwc. - ■ V ' 
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APBENDIX. 45l5 

^cers fb be epfpbinted* by the secretary of tbe costtfiii-housei 
for that, object; and if any err-or or misnomer be delected id 
tbe inventory (ilrekdy given in by the meicb^rit, such penalty 
aiid ponkhment as '^hall please fais Majesty will be inflicted on" 
the merchants so offending." 

'4.— That the tax of Febniaiy the 15th, of onfe per cent, on 
circtilating money and bankitig transactions not bein^ productive 
to the extent wfaidi had been anticipated, foreign merchandize 
is now made responsible for the deficit.* 

5.— That tbe censor, assessor, or administrator, of 'the tax^of 
Febraary the }5tb, 1811, has arbitrarily levied on other objeetft*.* 
a* tax originally imposed on the receipts of money and banking' 
tiwUBctions, Without repealing the primitive imposition. • 

6. — ^That, instead of repealing it, it has been doubled by * 
i/ew> Older of the administrator, dated May: tbe Sist, which 
order imposes, that, informing a wntteb security for 'monies " 
advanced, lent, or on debts arising from pureha^e or <5retlk, or ' 
otherwise contiucted, the written security or claim is not Valid^ 
ti&one- percent, has been exacted by the crown ; and the ac- • 
<laittid on payment, restitution, or discharge of c^feh debt, is 
nd Talid» till a further oneper cent, be exacted from the legsd' 
extinction of the written security. 

7.— That this acknowledged despotism is subvers^re of 611^^ 
pttMierigiit, aiid45UbjeolS' the private^ property of an individual - 
unconditionally to the assumptive and TUpfiaeiohi will of a t^x* 
receiver. -' <' 

^;*-TThat the open violation of the fldmitted maxims of eom- -^ 
moA ju^ce, unsahctioned by afty writtfen tew or kndwn usage, 
exdspt in Siciiy, demonstrates, beyond the possibility of a doubt, 
the determination bf-tfae Sictlian government tt> bjipress ibe^ 



* Dpn Jawered Simonetti, sg^aking of the system of uibutcs in Sicily ,** 
says,, it contains a mass of disorders, in which no lule of ^oportiearltfoox^. . 
the various classes of those who are taxed is considered, but merely the 
cafnricc Of those who regulate them, i.e. the administrators. 

DonJavered Simonetti's.hook, in which be writes a^, j^vff, . »;a& wiitten ■•.' 
-about thirty years since. 

vol., U. F F 
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British merchant/ and ta hold his property amenable for tfaa 
&ilare of its schemes of taxation and finance; 

9. — ^That levying requisitions on property warehoui$e4 for 
trans-shipment is nnprecedented, the usage hitherto in Sicily 
having been to exempt from taxation merchandize landed for 
transshipment} and to exact the duties on sales. 

10. — ^That the present requisition affects not only the sales 
now making, and all thpse which have been made since the 
23rd of Febrnaiy, ISil, but includes also the merchandize 
which, till this moment, by right founded on the assent of the 
lovereigo, is exempted from all duty and taxation. 

IL — That all these violations, outrages, extortions, and re« 
quisitions, loudly call for a commercial treaty between Gr^at 
Britain and Sicily, definite in point of duty, to be paid qu Bri* 
^sh merchandize ; tiod unalterable, but by the mutual qomsent 
of theic rda^ive governments. 

.12.-— Thai where the duties on merchandize are assessed on 
an arbitrary estimation, as in Sicily, and t^at estimation gxeatly 
surpasses the actual value so assessed, pommon jii^tice reiiuires 
there sfaotrid be a leciiprocity in th« conditions hetweeia the 
; foreign government and the mercantile subjects of i^ pow«r ia 
amity with that foreign goverament* 

13.— That, in all countries where .a per centage is t^ep ad 
valorem, as duty to secure the interesta of the revenue from false 
declaration on the entry of merchandize^ the oomptroller of the 
customs may legally take the goods or merchandize at tht 
declared value on entry, paying the merchant ten per cent, 
advance Upon his declarjed invoice^ and also the leg^tisiate 
charges on that invoice. 

l^—^That there fs no inducement for.the governinent ti^ take 

' the- merchandize of a foreign merchant, and to pay, him for the 

same in a country as in Sicily, where the estimate of his ; 



* In the second repreMntation pf the British nu&isten, see porto*fran«) 
taws forMsssina, and the 4ist section of the petitioo to the bosfd oC ^spncil 
&0h, itt whiph the gtanr. of landn^g for trans'-shipment i^ JPitl^^omp^ u- 
t.SOS. The above notationa apply to the uiflth section. 
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cfaatidiz^ exceeds the rate of hiis sales from fifteen to forty p6t 
^ent. after all charges, local duties, and expenses, baye been 
added thereto. 

15. — That if the estimation be a fair ralnation, the govern- 
ment woiilfl gain by paying the merchant the prices it fixes on 
his merchandize ; and no reasoning can be' more feasible tban 
appealing to the sense of right, by which, it is presumed, this 
same government has determined that the merchandize so esti- 
miated is actually worth what it is valued kU ^ 

le.^-!* hat, in forming a treaty of commerce with a govem- 
aient that fixes a general tarif of prices on foreign merdiandise, 
Us is the plan in Sicily, a provision is iiadisj^ensably necessary 
for the mle of reciprocity, conformably with the snggestion of 
the l^th section of this petition. 

li. — ^Tbat this proviso ifi^iil check and regnlate the cstimat* 
prices of commodities subject to fiucttiation, and protect legal 
commerce from the exorbitant and intolerable burthens to which^ 
it is exposed by the scheme d#^ ah arbitrary and capricious esri- 
mation of the valtte of foreign merchandize. 

IS^, — That if ift commercial treaty be made with his Sieilian 
M?jesty*s government, an article or clause in that treaty ^of th^ 
ibllowing tenor and efiect, if respected by th^t goVemmen^ 
wotUid remedy the abuses complaitiied, viz.— 

•* If in any case the estimation of the value of British mer- 
chandize, articles of mariufactuVc, ofr other objects of commerce, 
do exceed the original cost of such objects of commerce, the 
ran or proportion of ten per cent, fii^ore'than its prime cost or 
first value, then the British merchant may of right, btit at his 
own oprion, abandon all such merchandize so over estimated, 
ind the secretary, bashler, ot treasurer of the customs, without 
any appeal or reserve whatever, will pay ot cause to* be paid 
immediately, and v^itbout delay^ to the proprietor, importer, or* 
|>erson legitimately owning th^ said goods,, in gbod and effective 
l&oney, at the current rate of exchange for the pound sterlings 
"iB sDd every such' first cost or origuial invoice of the merchan- 
dize so abafidoned, with ten per cent, advance thereon, as .also 
Ml the expenses of package^ carriage, commission del credere, 

F F 3 
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ihsuVance, freigbti ptrmzge; porterage, 'kdi ifl litKe^^ei^Sitit 
lind legitimate charges whteh tbe smtf i6nkrthiiaidimlmfi^ 
eurred, tUl the moment of sudi adiUftted a^tidobiAettCi^'' » -> .. 
The petition therefore earnestly and anskfai(()r imjB^M^i^ "th« 
right hoDOQraUe lords the president and board cf dottnctl'^ 
trade and plantation?, to tdke into their able tamisMeMion thlf 
Tery distressing and afflicting situation of the Biritii^ ioei^^hMIMs 
tesident in the kingdom of Sicily, and' pardeoiaTly of^hose do- 
miciliated in t^Sileirmo, the alarming personal itiseemty 16^' 
Whieh thl^^ kre exposed dnring the saspensioB of tite B^tM 
consular anthonty vith the gofverament^ the oppre^Te and im- 
• limited teqiiisitidns^-dtt their property, and, above aU, fbe.^(H 
tiled vexations and hostile impediment to British eouunefcein 
general. The jpetition also hnmhly prays the right hntoottrirlile 
loidii the president and board of coundl fet trade and pl«i^ 
ti^DS, with i^U submission to their lordship's, heifer ju^gip^Bt, 
tbats if in their wisdom a treaty of commerce with the kingdom 
of Sicily be deemed expedient, a clause or article conformably 
to the intention pf the lasjt section of this petition be solemnly 
ratified in that treaty, and the petitioners^ .as in duty bound, 
will ever pray- - 

i^liottat Wood, W. T. Turner, Baron Bev^ley, Thos. Mort and Cp., 
Edmund Taunton, W. W. Barker, John Badge and Co., 
V __ p. Ingham and Co. 

Lord Jmherst's Letierto Robert Fagan, Esq., dated Jufy If,' 
1810, on the Duties^ ^c, requesting Tnfmnatim jfbr t^ 
Wellesley. 7 

Psdermo, July 17, 1§10. 
Sir, In consequepee of instructions which I have receiWcl 
from Marquis Wellesley, I have to request that you \Fill fdroi^h 
me with a statement of the disadvantages to which the com- 
mercial intercourse oC Great Britain with thjP island of Sicily ii 
still exposed beyond that of oth^r nations. 

1 allude particularly to the heavy duties paid at the custom 
house, and I am sure you will see the necessity of making your 
information as accurate as possible, when I tell you, Ithat of two 
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i|l|ldti#.iAii$b^baFe bfen msd^to th« Britusb goyemment, both 
iii:aF|)eftraBDe>eqiid)y oflbaal, one makes the duties paid by the 
Ikitisfa amoiwt to from fifteen to tw^o^ per cent.y an4 l^be oth^r 
lo IhUitf-^iS; p^€e&t« more tkan are p^ti^ by goods from Cler- 
ipiftniyQr Eraace. It is jidt to be. expected that government will 
ai^end 1^ a«y re^eamtatioQs, on th^. iace of ^bicli appear? sucl^ 
tpaoqafafey and oimtnidictioo. ^ . . 

... Bntf nev. that gOTeroment has itself caBed .for information 
%poft-tte aubjciQt^ I should be yery glad ibat you,. Sir, in ^onr 
j^tttf^tpn «^th ,tl^ Qritifth mercbanta at Pixl^nnoji . wqi^jd ejaable, 
V^. to <iransmit.to.his Majesty'a secretary of stajte^ a. repQrt»,^u(^ 
fiipenlfy clx»ar and correct, to enable. Jus Jl)(^je$ty> g^yti^^v^iif^ 
t^ grotrnd thereupon the arrangements which have been so long 
wimted (of the; regulation of commercial inlercouiae betw^eiji 
C!l^i^r|Uiin:4Ad Sicily^ , . Amiubimt^ 

Lord Amhersfs Letter relative to his Sicilian Majesty's Pro^ 
mise to respect British Licenses.'^ ' '' 

Paiemo, February 18, I81I. 
^ Sir, I inclose to you a copy of a royal dispatch^ which wras 
communicated to me yesterday evening by the Marquis of Cir-^ 
cello. 

' Tou wiir therein perceive, that his Sicilian Maj^styhas issued 
orders to his armed vessels and privateers,' ta respect such 
licenses as shall have been issued by his. Majesty ^s privy 
ejij^ncilft or. under the authority, of the, British government,, to. 
tKseis imder, English colours, ox under .the colours of any power 
respectively neuter to Great Britain and Sicily. 

vYou wtU .tg^rthec perceive, that these orders aie not made to 
extend to vessels belonging to any of the Barbary powers, 
although furnished with British licences* This question is now 
under discussion between the Prince Castelcicala and the Bri- 
tish government. .» ., . 

In the meAn time, I have thought it important to procure for 
British vessels, and for those sailing under colours respectively 
neutral, a security against similar violence to that practised in , 
the case of the Marianna Emilia. Amherst*. 
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DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN VOl. IL 

• No.V. - " 

Extract Jrom the TripoUne Treaty conduAed in 1751, referred 
. to in page 40. 
Article XXIV. — ^That his Bntannic Majesty's subjects, over 
and above the stipulations contained in this and all foiinet Trea- 
ties, shall enjoy all the privileges and advantages which now are, 
or which hereafter may be, gi'anted to any of tfat stibjects of the 
most &vored nation. 



No. VI. 

Extraetrfiom Tuni^an Treaty conchid^ tn 17&1« and a^effrred 
to in page 258. 
Article XXIV.— That his Britannic Majesty's subjects shall 
be always treated, by the state of Tunis, with tbe highest degree 
01 respect, love, and honour ; because the English, of all powers, 
are their first and best friends. 



No. VU. 
Ifimits ^Tunisim Neutrality, referred to in page 265t« 

"We, the undersifgned, conceiving it of matenal consequence 
that ofirceis, acting od «oxne future occasiim; dionld know at 
what distance from the Goletta vessels belonging to a nation at 
war with his Britannic Majesty are entitled to his^ExcelleiEicy the 
Bey of Tunis's protection, do certify, that (at an audience wbi^h^ 
the undersigned had this morning with his Excelleiicy for the 
purpose of asserting ottr right to capture the >Fr6nch shijp of war 
Le Duquesne, then moored in Tunis Bay beyond the range of 
cannon shot from any part, of the shore) his Excellency the Bey 
resk.led our claim on the plea of Le Duquesne being anchored iu 
the Bay of Tunis, which he considered as formed by Cape Car- 
thage, and that fOustquently any vessel. within the Cap^, although 
(fVotn the extent of the Bay) she mighjt be. out. of canaeft slhot 
from the shore, was within the limits' of neutrality^ 
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His Excelleiwy, however, repeatedly observed, (which is of 
material consequence,) that the moment Le Duqaesue, or any 
ether I^rench vessel, could he fofttd outside ef Cape C^rthagie^he 
should no longer consider her under his protection, but that he 
concurred in our right of taking her, provided she was (as ex« 
|use$9^4 by ti^eaty)^ beyond the range of cannon shot from the 
coast, outside of the said cape* 

Giv.e^ under our hands and seals, at Tunis, this first day of 
.Preember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety ^three. 

(Signed) Robert Linzse. 
^Signed) Perkins Magra, Consul-generaL 



No. vin. 

ClP'IT'iErtATKn^ OF VAtElTA, RO'ERHtll^ TO IN PAOE 287. 

Articles <^ Capitulation between the General of Division 
VauboiSf and Rear'Admiral VtlleneuvCy at Malta^ on one 
Part ; and Major-General Pigoty commanding the Troops of 
his Britannic Majesty and his Allies^ and Captain Martin, 
commanding the British Squadron^ and that oftheMltieSs on 
the other Part. 

Article 1. The garrison of Malta, ifs forts and dependencies^ 
^«piH march out to foe embarked and conveyed to MarseiBe^, on 
sueh day and hour as lafiay be «ppmiMtedy with all the ht^nottrs t>f 
w«tF, viz* drbiud beatvDg, colours flyinjg^, {^receded by two four 
poundefs, with lighted matches, With their tumbrels ; the artil- 
lery i»BeTV($ tfaiem, and tumbrels for the infantry* > 

The officers of i^e Marine, as well Civil as Military; the 
ajailorg, and all persons belonging to that department* will in the 
sainte manner be conducted to Toufon* * 

' Answer. Th§ garrison shall receive th« honours of war de- 
manded; but as it is impos^ble the whole should beitbmediately 
«ilib«rked, the following arrangements will take place : 

A« soon as the Capitulation is signed, the fcHTts of Ricazoli and 
Tigitte will be delivered up to the British troopa;. and the 
Britisb ships may entei' tb« harbour. 
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The Porte Nationale ^hall be occupied by a ^naii'^% e^mpfift^ 
of French and English in eqaal numbers* until the vassek ah^ll, 
be ready-to receive the fir^t embarkation; vvben the v(bfi\^ gf^i^ 
rison shall inarch out, with the honours of v/atv, to the Manaa, 
where they will lay down their arms. Those who caofiot .be^of 
the first embaikation will occupy the Island of I'oU. M^mieji^^ 
having an armed guard, to prevent any thing that may: hi\pp«ni 
towards the country. — The garrison are to be considen^ as p,ii- 
soners of war, and are not to serve against hia Bri tannic JUaiesty^ 
or his Allies, until exchanged ; for which their respective .offi^ 
^ers will give their parole of honour. 

AH the artillery, aoMnunition, and public magazines, of what- ! 
ever description, shall be delivered to Ofiicers s^ppointed to recmv<^ 
ihem ; as well as inventories and public pa^rs^ 

Art. II. The CreneraJ of Brigade Cbauer» GaaunaadAi|t.t>f ibe 
Place and Forts;, the Geaeral of Brigade. Pheunezel, o6iumsin4'* 
ing the Artillery and the Epgipeers : the Officers, Noi>-Comn>ist< 
sioned Officers, and Land Troops ; the ,Offic;,ejs, Sfildiers, And 
crews ; and all other persons employed in the Marine : 

-Citizen Pierre AlplMinso Guyn, Commissary General, of Com- 
inercial Affairs for the French Republic in Syria and Palestine^ 
accidentally now ^t Malta with his fanuly ; those ^hplding Civil 
^nd Military Employments; the Ordonnateurs and Commiisa^^ 
of War and Marine ; the Officers of the Civil Admini$lratioQ ^ 
and other Mi^Ribers of the Constituted Authority, — sb,aU rctakn 
their ^rtt^y pmpnal eff^ct^yti^i property of every {b'scr^ii^i 

An s.. Granted; with. the ei^ception.of the arms laidjd^n lj|rt • 
the soldiers, agreeable to .th,e First .Arti^l^J tjie Nan-Co«m»«^r. 
sioned Oflicer? shall be. allowed to retain their swords. . ' • . 

Art. HI.— All persons having carried arms in th© sendee «lf 
the Republic during the siege, of whatever nation, shall be coa-ir 
sidered as part pf the garrisou, 

ANs.-rCrantiBd. . . ■' i 

Art. IV.— The divisipn will be en(ibarked at the expfuse. of 
his britarmic Maj^ty ; every Offiqer, Sdldier, or.persoivili pnWMli': 
employment, shall receive rations in pjopprtionliO ^is i9lok«* 
according to the French regulations, . . •. 
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Thfi Officer aftid Meinbers of the Civil Administratioa who go 
to FfaDce, sfeaJ! efijby the same adtaDtages, they and their 
famines being rated agreeable to that Rrilitary rank which cbrre* 
sponds to tbe dignity of their situations. 

' A Ks.— Granted, als far as is conformable to the usage of the 
Biitish Navy, which aUows the same ration to every individual^ 
«f ^whatever r&tk or condition he may be. 

AftT. V.-^Tbe necessary number of carts' and boats to trans* 
port and etnbark the persona) efiects of the Generals^ their 
Aides-de^Oamp, the Ordonnateurs, and Commissaries, the Chiefs 
of Corps» and Officers of Citizen Guyn ; of the Officers of the 
Cii4i and Military Administrations, by land and sea, as well as 
the papers of the Council's and Administration of Corps ; those 
of the Commissaries of War by Sea and Land ; of the Paymasters 
of tbe Divifaittii, aird the other officers of the Civil and- Military 
Adflainistn^ions : these effects and papers are not to Ire subjected 
to any search, under a guarantee given by the French Generaltt 
thai they do not contain any public or privdie property. 

Ans. — Grknt^d. 

Art. VI.-~^The ships belonging to the Republic that ai'e fit 
to go to sea, shaU depart at the same time with the division, to 
go to a port in Ptance, after being furnished with the i^cessary 
provkionsf. 

Ans. — Refused. 

Art. VIL — ^The sick capable -of being moved shall be cm* 
barked with their effects, and the Surgeons necessaiy to their 
being taken care of dunngtfae voyage, at the same time with the 
diTisi<Rr» being furnished with provisions, surgical instruments, 
and Medicine chests : those who cannot be moved will be treated 
as their situation requires. . 

The General in Chief leaving at Malta a Physician and Sur- 
geon, who will t;ake care of them, tbey sball be furnished with 
quarters gratis if they should be moved from the hospital, and 
sent to France as soon as their situation admits of it, with e^ery 
thing that belongs to th^, in the same manner as the garrison. 
Th€ GiMianib in Chief by Land and Sea, in evacuatiof^ . alta, 
entruftt them to the generosity and humanity of the Eif^sii 
Geneiab. 
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Ahs.— Granted. 
' AnT. Vin.^No inditidilallsf of whs^tcret nitiofel, inhidlfihRiis of 
the Island of Malta or otherwise, shall be in any maniief mo^ 
lested for their political opinions, or for What they bate dMti, o# 
Vhat has happened dtiring the time that Malta has been iit tlie 
bands of the French Gnve^nnient. This Attide applies princi* 
pally, and in its full extent, to these who have taken anti^, fft 
held employments, either Civil, Administrative, or MflUarf; 
thejr are not to be called to account, or proceeded against fet 
baving done so, nor for what they may havie done in the coarse 
df their chiployrpent. 

Ans. — This article is not properly part of a MMitafy Capitu- 
lation ; but (he inhabitants who wish to remain, or tbosfe who 
shall be permitted to remiain, may be assured that they shall be 
. treated with justice and humanity, and shall enjoy the Ml prcv 
tcction ofthe laws. 

ARt. IX. — ^The Frfencb in Malta, and the Maltese of every 
description, who wish to go to France, shall have permission to 
do so with their property. Those who have moveabte or im- 
moveable effects, that cannot be immediately sold, and who in- 
tend goihfT to France, shall have six months from tfhe dafe of 
this capitulation to sell their property: their property shall be 
respected ; they may act for themselves if they remain/ or by 
regular attornies if they sail with the division. When tiieir 
business shall he finished, within the time stipulaited, they shall 
be fumished with passports to go to France, carrying with ihem 
on board ship the moveables they shall choose to keep, as well 
as their capitals in spede, or bills of exchange, as may be most 
convenient. 

Aks.— Granted ; referring to the answer to the last article, 
' Art. X. — As soon ss the capitulation shall be) signed, the 
English general shall leave it in the power of the general cotn- 
manding the French troops, whenever he choOses thsrf ^they 
should depart, to send a felucca with the necessary crew, aiid as 
office!* charged to carry the capitulatioils to the Prfech g:o¥eni- 
ment, for which the n^cesisary dafe conduct will be 'g^t€a. 

Ana.— Granted; 

t , •"" 
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Art. XI. — ^The x\i tides of the Capitulation btdng signed, the 
fate ealled Port 4« Boinbes- wilL be -ddliyere^ to the English 
geoerali it^wfll be occupied by.an ^ual guard of English and 
Frenohy wha will have, it in charge n«t to suffer any of th# 
soidierft of the besic^ng arviy, or any of the inhabitants what? 
ever; pf the island to enter, until the French tro<^ ^hall be 
•mbarked, and out of sight of the harbpur< By degrees, as the 
embarkation takes place, the English troops will occupy the posts 
which wiU give them the command of the place* The English 
Geiiecal mufit be sensible that this precaution is indispensable^ 
that there may be no subject of dispute, and that the capitula- 
tion may be rdigiou^ly obseryed. X. 

ANS.—Granted ; according to the provisions contained in th^ 
answer to the fii'st. article: every. precaution will be tak^n t{iat 
the armed Malt^e shall i^ot approach the posts occupied by the 
French troops. 

Art, XIL— fAU alienations, or sales of moveable or immove- 
able property whatever, by the French government )vhile ip 
possession of Malta, and all transactions between individuals, 
si^all be held inviolable* 
An^s. — Granted; as fdras they shall be just^nd lawful. 
Art. XIII* — ^The agents of the powers, allies to the French, 
wh9 shall be in Valetta at the reduction of the place, shal] not 
be molestjBd in their persoa^ or property, but shall b6 guarantej^d 
by this capitulation. 
. Aws. — Granted. , , 

Art. XIV.— Ships of war, or trading vessels, coming. from 
France under the national flag, and presenting themselves at the 
harbour to enter, shall not be considered as prizes, nor shaH 
their crews be made prisoners, for the first twenty days after tbe 
date of the present capitulation, but shall l)e sent back to France 
with convoy. 
,Ans, — Refused. . * , , ] 

Art* XV.— The general in chief» and the other generis, 
^all be embarked with their Aides-de-Camp and the ofhcens 
attached, to ihem^ a^ well as t^e ordonnateurs and tbeii: suites 
respectively, who shall not be separated. 
Ans. — Granted. 

/^. . ' , .,.;.. .'.-.. ^v - . . 
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•. .Art. XYI,*— The piisonecs. t^eu. during tie wg6, inphi^n^ 
the crews of the ship Le Cuiilaupje TeU,.»nd the. frigate; Ia- 
I^iaxie, shall he restored, aod treated as the garrison/; also'tlie 
cmw-of the frigate La Justioe^ if *he sho^d he tal^^jj Qnhqr 
voyage to a»y of the ports of the repidjlic. , : 

,.Aws«~Xhe crew of I^ Gaillaume rTell are already exf^haja^d,, 
and that of La Diane, shall be transported to Minorca^ to }xej^^ 
changed forthwith. . .^ . . . 

' Aax* XVli,-r"Every persoi^ in tit* service of the lepnhl^o 
sl^all be e;seinpt from any act of reprisal whatev^r^ or.ufider 
wj[uit^i;er pretext. 
,An8.— Granted. 

Art. XY^Lr-If any. doubt shall arise upon the teiins of ihm 
capitplationy it shall be interpreted in favour of this garri^pn. . . 
A MS. — Granted, according to ju&tice. 

Made and concluded at Malta the 5th day of Septej^beiy 1800«^ 
,. ,,. (L. S.) Vaubois.^ 

(L.S.) VlLJLE»Ep¥|S. ..... 

(L. S.) U. PiGOT, M4.Qi:-GeiieraJ. . 
(L. S.) Geo. MARTiNt . . .» 

- ' ^ • ' . 1^0, IxT 

Extraetfrom a EepresenUition of the Creditors of Mr, Emanuel 
Magno, of Malta.: exhibited as one Specimen of many Abuses 
in the ConrtSy referred to in page 302. 

Mr. Magno stopped payment about sixteen months ago ; and; 
as flome of the creditors did not consent to give an immediate 
acfpiUanq^ on cec#ilrislg^a dividend of the property, the reo^nr 
der of il waa deppsit^ed in the Maltese coqrtA We have, by 
every means, pdeavoured to. obtain an equitable division of i^ 
on any terms, but without, success ; and it was only a very short ^ 
tinie ^o, we indirectly Uarned, witi) surprif;e agd indignation^ 
that the vi^hoje of it had. been given out to deposit, and in faU 
payment to various Maltese creditors, who naturally availed 
themsdves of the privilege, although so contrary to equity aii^ 
reason tliat we could never 8Uif>ect its existence. So little care 
and attention were paid by thf .court^to 911 exanunation of those 

/ 
' ^ ^ :. ... ^. \'-4 -■ 
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p«6plBV'<!eniian(Is/'^ljat thef baftyruptlii^ decyres' sevieral 
received more than icaisf actuaffy due ioyhem^ 

We should have had some rtasoo to complain had those per- 
sons received only a pro-rated dividend On their claims, previous 
to. the books and concerns of the Bankrupt being istrictl/exa-*" 
mined; but we now find, ihat, by thistjuty iittjust meatsufe, a 
majority t)f the creditors arc interested in preventing a final set-^ 
tlement, by which they would have to refund part of the money 
th^y so long enjoyed ; stnd we further believe, that to enforce a 
re-deposit of jtbis money, in order to obtaiaoa general division of" 
it amongst the creditors, vee must commence a suit against the 
persons who now hold it on bail ; that when a (avoitlble sentence 
shall haVe been' obtained," they have still the right of appeal; 
and if, after a lapse of time, we are so fortunate as to get a final 
sentence, we may have to commence sepai-atB suits againist ^ach 
indivldusilj'wibo will enjoy the same privilege of appeal. ' 

We need not add now, thdt the laws afe little understood by the 
English residents; all commercial confidence and credit is at an 
end, ^0' far as it rests on any protection to* foe expected from those 
laws ; but we hope and trust the great importance of the subject 
will lead to some change so essentially necessary for the prosperity 
of the island. . . 

We are, Gentlemen, 

- Your obedient humble Servants, 
&c. &c. Jcc. 



• - . No. X. . .., r. . . 

Exi¥dct from RepresentaUons of the Briti^ Merchants at 
MaifiU referred to in page 3l!ty and in ^li 

l*ft the month of May, 1810, a Maltese, named Francesco 
Ufattei,* a principal member of one of the leading families in 
the island, and head of a very extensive mercantile establisli- 
ment, obtained, from the house of Ralph Robinson and Col, the 
acceptance of that house to his draught of five thousand scudes, 
undertaking to get the bill discotinted, and to give to tbem th« 



• The bishop's aephcw. 
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proceeds ; he accordingly got the bill^discounted ; but the nonejr 
he immediately applied to his own purposes ; and, after some days 
being elapsed, on being questioned by Ralph Robinson and Co. 
concerning the bilf, be affirmed that he had lost it. On the 15tli 
of August, however, this bill, becoming due, was, to the surprise 
of Messrs.' R. and Co. presented to them for payment. 

Obliged to honour their acceptance, it was left for them to sne 
Francesco Mattei in the court. In a case so glaring as this,'aud 
in every feature a direct fraud, they flattered themselves it would, 
even in the Maltese court, be brought to a speedy issue. 

At first they hoped that some of the numerous and consider- 
able relatives of this mian would interfere to preserve, at least, 
his moral character. They ^ere, however, obliged to enter 
their action, (that appearing the shortest method,) in the criminal 
court. 

The regular processes of the courts were passed through^ no 
means or attention neglected ; but, in the course of four months, 
it was difficult to ascertain what progress had been made. 

Adroit in every practice of delay, at times he would make pro* 
positions to accommodate; which, « however, he would never 
i^ilfil. Pressing the affait in the court, through these evasions 
and delays, the proceedings were suddenly stayed, about the 
be^nning of the present year, by that very frequent accident, or 
rather mal-practice in the court, the loss of all the papers. 

Messrs. Robinson and Co. now found it necessary to go a 
second time over the ground they had already trod; and to 
spend another five months in order to bring the cause to the same 
stage. Thus bafiled, and impatient at this most unjust depiiva- 
tion of their property, and at the sneers with which the offender 
eluded justice, desired the holder of the bit)> Mr. Matthew 
Fletcher, to commence an action for its amount in the commer* 
cial court against the defrauder, as the drawer ; while, at th« 
iame time, they renewed the cause in the criminal court, on the 
ground of fraud. Mr. Fletcher, therefore, urged the matter in 
the Consulato delMare, and after some three months of peculiar 
assiduity in the cause, and the expenditure of two hundred 
scudes, execution was at length obtained. It was then, and not 
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till then, that Francei^co Matte! brought forward a paper signed 
by a few of his creditors allowiag him the period of five years to 
pay to them his debts; and which concession on the part of 
these gave to him the privilege of obliging all others to leave to 
bim the' same unwarrantable indulgence. 

Deifeated in every respect in the Consulato dfl Mar^y it 
remained to direct every effort in the criminal court; and,here 
Messrs. R. and Co. now -are, one 3'ear ;iiJ six months after 
F. Mattel, as they may plainly call it, defrauded them of five 
thousand scudes: in the vain pursuit of which twelve per cent, 
of the money has been expended, and the affair remains appa« 
xently with no better prospect of success. One judge refused 
to tak^ t^e cause under l^is cognizance : on what ground it is for 
him to explain.* The civil commissioiier was petitioned fo 
appoint another f and he referred ir, ^ery fitly ^ to the' same; 
but the judge, thus Jury has done nothing in the business* 

It may be here added, in order to give an instance of. the ' 
want of principle in the man thus protected by the court, th^t 
in the month of April last, a large and very valuable j^hip, 
called the Union, Captain Giovanni Battista Schembri, was in 
the port, which vessel was generally understood to bp thp pro* 
perty of F. Mattel; and he himself, at the same time, fre- 
quently pressed Messrs. R. and Co. to accept, in satis&ictijcm 
of the debt, a bottomry bond on the ship. He, however, 
throwing in delays in making out the bond,, and the Unioa 
beiQg on the point of putting to ^ea, a sequester was, for 
security, placed on the vess^ It was then that the Captain, 
G. B. Scbembri, came forward, through a notice from the courts 
jand warned the seqiiestrator that the Union had, more than a 
year before, b«en sold by F. Mattel to him* 

(Signed) Mathew Flstcheb* 
Malta, October 26, 1811. 

. iii nm .i m w I 11 »■ ■ ■ ■■ »' ■ " ■■'< I ■■■! "ff i i 'tm" ■■ 

* See the Letter on llif«hli^ pi 891. 
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No. XL 

Proclamation at MaltcLy referred to in Page S35« 

The king^*s civil commissioner observes with regret^ tfaiLT 
gome weak and inconsiderate peisonsy deceived under specious 
; V . ^ I (/ pretexts, have suffered themselves to become the instruments of 
a few turbulent and factious individuals ; they have been se- 
. f '^duced to subscribe a paper purporting to be an application to 
the king for certain changes in the existing form of the govcrn- 
f^ ' metit of these islands, but which is, in fact, a scandalous libel 

upon that government as hitherto administered^ and the vehicle 
r, . •* ^ private malignity. ^ 

, The acts of his Majesty^^ former representatives are grossly 
^ ^ and insidiously perverted ; facts are misrepresented ; and the 
revered memory of one, whose long administration, marked as it 
^ was by wisdom and mildness, and by the most distinguished 
' ' lienefits to those islands, had been sanctioned by the gracious 
ji approbation of bis Sovereign^ is ungratefully and vindictively 
. ^ ^traduced by an unfeeling and disappointed faction. 
\. * ''^'^ifV'hilst his Excellency feels himself called liqpon thos to 

animadvert upon a proceeding no less dishonorable to the parties 
' ' concerned^ tban it is disrespectful to the govemmentf be reflects 
with peculiar satistOaMition that so small a number of individiialsi^ 
and of those so veiy few of any respectability, have been 
^ Jsedaced by tile insidious arts so long and so industriously prac^ 
' , tised to mislead them. This consideration, added to the well* 
grounded confidence which the King's civil commissioner 
* reposes in the loyalty and attachment of the Maltese at large^ 
ronbose happiness has long been dear to himy and whose real 
. * ^ interests his Excellency shall ever be solicitous to promote. 
' ^^)(«5l^b}e8 him to exerdse more generally towards a misguided few 
* '^ the lenity and forbearance which have ever characterized his 
Majesty's government in th^se islands. Few, indeed, and pre- 
judiced must those Maltese be, who are insensible to the supe- 
•ii.: ; nor advantages they possess under the auspices of Great Bri- 
taiii ; but if such there are, let themieam from the victims of 
^ French o]^pression who daily crowd to these shores^ as to an 
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envied asylam^ how they ought to appreciate the prosperity and 
security whkh,. under the powerful protection of his Majesty's 
fleets and armies they so liberally enjoy. If his Excellency has 
hitherto delayed publicly to notice this ^xtraordinaiy memorial, 
he has been^ actuated by the desire of affording to those who 
might have been deceived an opportunity of acktoowleilging' their 
crr6r; and several have acicordingly (;oine forward and avowed 
in writing the gross delusion under which their subscriptions 
were obtained to the document, and their total ignorance of its 
eontentis. 

The paper in question, such as it is, liis Excellency is de^ 
termined to transmit by the first opportunity to his Majesty'i 
ministets. 

Palace, August 23, 1811. ' '' ' 

'fey command of his Excellency, 

(Signed) J*. Laing, 

Acting Public 'Secretaryl 

XII. 

ExiraetJTom a Report of some MuUe&e Jn^es to' Liekidkaht 
General Oahes, referred to in page dSS^with some IPassaget' 
fiomrihe Refutation drawn up hy the British Mercfiants tesi^ 
dent there, ' • 

*^ A few days since appeared publicly affixed in the coifinierr 
cial rooms, the regulations of a new association of several foreign- 
ers of various nations,, and a few Maltese for the purpose of 
Insurance; the first of which is couched in the following terms* 
Viz. ** We, the undersigned, do hereby associate as a company 
for tlie purpose of insuring maritime risks, on the equitable prin- 
ciptea sanctioned by the laws and usage of Great Britain, and 
under the regulations hereinafter expressed, pledging ourselves 
to submit any doubtful claims on the company to the decision of 
the vice admiralty cqurt of this island, at the requisition of the 
party insured." ^ 

•* The said regulation neither has nor can have any validity ; on 
the contrary it ought to be abolished asf being in opposition to 
the orders of his Britannic Majesty, which from the ingress of 

VOL. n, G a 
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his troops into this city, have cfonstantly require^ that our a&cieni 
laws alone should be observed in this island, that the authorities 
established by our constitution should continue, and that all 
classes of foreigners should submit to them. 

<< The laws of this country lib. 1, cap. 33, § 1, 2, limit the cog:- 
ttizance of said causes to the tribunal of commerce and the court 
of appeals ; although there always existed a court for the deci- 
sion of prize causes. The same laws in.iib» 2, cap. 3, § 101, 
expressly prohibit the submitting commercial causes to th^ arbi- 
tration of any other persons or tribunals, excepting only in lib. 
1, cap. 8. § 27, the supreme tribunal ; wherefore not even by the 
mutual consent of parties, is it permitted to carry such causes 
into other courts without an open violation of those laws^ of 
which his Majesty requires the observance. 

** In the mean time the said tribunals will on their part use iBswerj 
means permitted them by the common laws, and the ordinary 
authority of every judge, to cause the said private regulation to 
be reputed invalid, in order that the contracting parties may not 
be deceived by a chimerical derogation, and abolition of a part of 
the legislation of this island, which is more interesting to the 
population, and in the possession of whibh they are guaranteed 
by the orders of the sovereign, and the affectionate protection of 
your excellency." 

[In reply to this it was alleged by the managers of the British 
insurance o£Sce in a letter to the chairman of the committee of 
British merchants, that] . • 

<^ Although the judges assert that the company is an associa^n 
* of several foreigners of various nations and a few Maltese,' it 
will be observed in reference to the annexed printed copy of the 
articles of the association, that the same is composed of forty Bri-' 
tish mercantile establishments and gentlemen, onfy one foreigner 
and four Maltese. 

'* Surely nothing can be more indecorous than the* description 
thus given by the judges, of a considerable portion of the mer- 
cantile establishments of this island, as we have yet to learn how 
British subjects can be called foreigners when living under the 
immediate protection of a British government* In point of fact 
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however, we think we recognize the influence of the spirit, 
which dictated this designation of British riesidentSj on the judi- 
cial proceedings in causes in which they have heen parties^ 
occasioning grievances against which they are urged to remon* 
strate by the dottbje metives of personal interest and national 
honor. 

" It is evident that the judges, either have not comprehended, 
or have misinterpreted the terms of the company's declaration^ 
which does not imply a right assumed by the company, but a 
privilege conceded to the insured. 

" If the company had declared that they woiild submit only to 
the decision of the vice admiralty court, the judges would have 
had some ground ft)r their assertion ; but from the very terms of 
the pledge, < to submit to such decision, if required,* it clearly 
and unequivocally results, that they do not object to any c6m- 
petent jurisdiction, sand that they leave it at the option of the 
^ insured to institute proceedings against them either in the Mal- 
tese tribunal of compierce, or in the British vice admiralty court. ^ 
Hence it follows that the c^se cited of an Englishman having 
attempted in the year 1808, to compel certain Maltese under- 
writers to appear in the vice-admiralty court, and the answer of 
the minister in London, on that occasion, can have no reference 
whatever to the priesent case; where no proceedings can pos- 
sibly be instituted in the vice-admiralty court but by the 
mtUuid consent of the 'Company and the insured."* 
^ , / ' — 

* These are but trifling eztracb from a most important communication, 
which the author hopes he will yet have an opportunity of laying before the 
public at full length. 
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No. XIII. 
Draft of a Letter made hy a Select Committee appointed t9 
prepare a Representation on the Subject, viz. Mr. Woodhead, 
R. M. Thomasi Mr Dennisouy G. Moore, L Wihm ; hut 
the Propriety of making any Representation at aU^ being 
afterwards discussed, it was, on the Sth of August, in the 
Committee of British Merchants, determined by a Majo- 
rity of One, not to do so on the alleged Reason that Imports 
hy Licence had decreased — referred to in Page 339. 

Malta, June, 1811. 
Sir, The late decrease of export from England to this island, 
as well as to Sicily and otber parts of the Mediterranean, haWng^ 
been materially caused by the ^cility with which certain articles 
the produce and manufacture of the enemy's country are 
brought from thence by^ means of British licences, we 
request your Excellency will be (leased to cause such measures 
to be adopted as may appear most expedient to preyedt this 
seiious injury' to the reyenues and industry of Great Britain, 
whose object in having colonies and possessions must chiefly be 
to benefit and employ these sources of her prospenty. 

Should it appear to your Excellency that the permission to 
import such articles by licence being discontinued, would bene* 
fit either the revenue, the industry or the shipping interest of 
Great Britain, or o£ those countries under her protection, we 
are assured the m^aiBure will experience an immediate adoption ; 
and we do trust it will not only so appear, but that your Excel- 
lency may be inclined to think it will tend to further those 
objects and principles by which his Majesty's ministers have 
been always guided, and which appear to be the aim and 
effect of British warfare, namely, that of increasing and pro- 
moting the trade and revenue of our own country and colonies, 
and of obstructing and diminishing that of the enemy. We 
presume to annex a schedule of the articles imported chiefly 
by licence, which, in our opinion, more immediately interfere 
with the revenue and industry of Great Britain j and have the 
honour to be your Excellency's most obedient and humble 
servants. 
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Linen and woollen cloths, hardware, and cntleiy of all kinds, 
glass and earthenware^ silk mannfactares, copper, vitriol, cop« 
peras, household furniture, iron,, leather, tobacco, German mus- 
lins and printed calicoes, red and white lead, spirits. 



JNo. XIV. 
Lord Cochrane* s Protests^ referred to in Pages 346 and 347. 

Protest. (A) 
. By this present Declaration and Protest, be it known unto 
all men, that I, Thomas Cochrane, commonly called Lord 
Cochrane, have protested, and by these presents do most 
solemnly protest, against the legality of a certain warrant, 
issued by William Stevens, examiner and an interpreter to the 
vice-admiralty court of this island, registered merchant, com- 
mission broker, and notary public, calling himself deputy 
registrar of the said court, and professing to act under an ap- 
pointment for John Locker> sinecure registrar ; and I do further 
protest against the illegal endeavours to execute the said 
wan-ant by John Chapman, depu^ty-auctioneer at this islatid, 

acting for and on behalf of Wood, late (private secretary 

to Lord Castlereagb, i non-resident, enjoying an income of 
about seven thousand pounds sterling per annum, derived from 
the sale of prizes and the goods of. merchants trading to this 
island, but calling himself deputy-marshal of the said vice- 
admiralty court, and professing to act under an appointment 
from John Jackson, proctor and marshal, contrary to law : and 
I do protest against all acts of the said John Jackson, in the 
capacity of marshal, by himself or his deputy; and farther, 
against John Locker, sinecure registrar, and William Stevens, 
falling himself deputy-registrar, the said John Locker having, 
under the signature of the said William Stevens, taxed bills of 
fees and expenses of the aforesaid, court of vice-admiralty, 
wherein the fees of the said John Locker and William Stevens, 
in their capacity of registrar, deputy-registrar, examiner, inter- 
preter, &c., &c«, &c., are made and examined by themselves, 
and in which various illegal charges were allowed and suffered 
to ba made by John Jackson as proctor, for attending, feeing^ 
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consulting^ and instructhg himself as marshal ; in which 
double capacity he acta» in defiance of the 41st and of the 45th 
Georf^e III., chapter 72. And I do further most solenmiy 
protest against John Sewel, stylrag^hiinself judge of the afore- 
said coOrty for refusing, by letter, dated the thirteenth of Janu- 
ary, 1811, to order satisfaction to be given by the said John 
Jackson, referring to him, a judge in his own cause ; and like- 
wise, for not having given any answers to official letters, deli- 
vered to him, bearing date the 19th and 2()th of February, 1811, 
on the same subject. And further, I do most solemnly protest 
against the said John Sewel, for not complying with 'the act of 
parliament, which directs, '' That a table of iee& shall^ be sus- 
pended in some conspicuous part of the court, in which the 
«eferal judges of the oourt of vice-admiralty hold their sittings/' 
And I do further protest against all ezpeiices and damages given 
against me, in the cause of a certain privateer, called King 
George, and also against the legality of all proceedings heretofore 
had, and which now are or may hereafter be depending in all trials, 
suits, and decrees whatsoever, in which persons officiating in the 
said Vice'-Admrralty Court have acted, now are acting, or may 
hereafter act, contrary to law. And, lastly, I do most solemnly pro- 
tests against .the isaid John Sewell, and all persons in general, 
who hav«» do, or shall henceforth, detain my person in any way 
howsoever, or whereby I am deprived of my personal liberty, 
and prevented, as a member of pailiament, from bringing acts 
of delinquency to the cognizance of the house of commons, or 
before such tribunal as the laws of the United Kingdoms au- 
thorize* 

(Signed) Cochrane, 

This done and protested lir La Valetta, -^ 

Island of Malta, whefe stamps aref 

not dsed, this second day of March, C * 

1811, 3 

Before me, 

I.. S. (Signed) Charles £dward Fentok, 

Notaiy Publib. 
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Protest. (B) ^ 

By this public declaration and protest, be it known unto all 
men, that I, Thomas Cochrape, commonly called Lord Coch- 
rane, have protested, and do by these presents most solemnly 
protest against John Sewell, LL.D. styling himself judge of the 
Tice-admiralty court of this Island of Malta, for having, contrary 
ta law, and under false pretexts, confined me in the public jail 
of the said, island, and for having there forcibly detained tm 
for the space of three days last past, without the slightest 
proof of my having been guilty of any crime, or having violated 
any laws, or even without any legal or other enquiry having 
beeq made, within that period, into the matters whereof I am 
accused, on no better foundation than assertions contained in 
ceitain monitions delivered and followed by certain warrants of 
attachment issued under the false pretence of a contempt of 
court, in not having answered or complied with the aforesaid 
monitions, " executed by John Chapman," called in the warrant 
of the seventh day of February, " late deputy-marshal," but 
who officiated in that situation without legal appointment or 
authority. And I do further protest against the said John 
^Sewel, for having, on the second day of this present March, 
attempted to administer interrogatories, not upon oath, whereby 
to establish accusations against myself, without any witnesses 
having been produced or examined in court to substantiate any 
charge ; and further, for having threatened to compel me to 
answer the said interrogatories illegally administered, under 
pdn of further imprisonment for contempt of couit. And I 
further protest against all proceedings had, holding, tr to be 
held against me, under pretence of a contempt of court, in not 
having complied with the said monition so illegally executed, 
and also under pretence of contempt in not having delivered up 
a paper, called in the said monition, warrants and attachments, 
and pretended to be a " Table of fees of the judge and other 
officers of tKe said vice-admiralty court," and stated to have 
been by me " taken down and carried away from the registry of 
this said court ;" wh^re it could not have been affixed, unless in 
defiance of the act of parliament of the 4dth Geoj^ IIL9 chapter 
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72, which enacts that the 'VTahle of Fees, by which the said 
*^ persons of the Admiralty court shall regulate their fees, shall 
** be suspended in some conspicuous part of the court in which 
** the several judges of the Vice-Adjuiralty Court shall hold 
" their courts." And further, I do protest against any proceed- 
ings whatsoever, in the aforesaid Vice- Admiralty' Courts for the 
reasons more fully expressed in the protest hereunto annexed, 
marked (A.) Cochrane. 

This done and protested at La Valetta, • 
Island of 'Malta, where stamps are I 
not used, this fourth 4ay of March, 
181J, 
Before me, in the gaol of Valetta, Malta, 
Charles Edward Fenton, 
Notary Public. 



4 



No. XV. 

ELEGY. 

IVrilten in a Quondam Jt suites College^ referred to m p. 382. 

Yon clock denotes the hour of busy change. 
The bustling merchants, thick as hops, appear ; 

No more may I among these pillars range. 
Lost, (Hervey-like,) in meditation drear. 

Another race usurps this ^sacred spot. 
Where once our order taught the holy word. 

But these men^s words are best when taken not, 
A bin, short-dated, is by all preferred^ 

'Twas here we toiVd o'er many a musty page. 
The pious spinnings of ** the fathers' " brains ; 

far different sheets tliese Jesuits' minds engage, 
T :'s meek lines, or G ^Id's fiery strains. 

For wholesome floggings, penitential fasts. 
And beads oft told, — a sinful change succeeds : 

Clerks now carouse in riotous repasts. 
And count out dollars, where we counted beads* 
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Floggings, indeed^ at *Ch«n^e-houf still are kttown. 

To single fight see salt and pepper roA ; 
Sad altered time^, ami much unlike onr own, ' 

When wfe but whipp'd ourselves for private fiiii« 

Our frugal kitchen other cooks have seized. 
Who make the pot boil by discounting bills : 

Ah ! fatal quackery to a purse diseased, 

A two months' cure 1 — Like Leake's or Brodum's pills. 

In those, our cells, where once we wept and prayed. 

Insuring^ thus, a thomy road to heaven ; 
A surer game's by deeper Jesuits played. 

Who nouglLt insure without a premium^s given. 

And see ! a notary's shop ; perversion sad ; 

Full in the precincts of our cloisters rise. 
Where oaths may^ wholesale, for the cash be had. 

And God's own name a voecher made for lies. 

And there, a cook-sh^op calls tlie ungodly crew. 
Their business done, to lunch on beef and wine! 

Where T'ur^^y-merchants may enjoy with gout, 
A solid meal, when not engaged to dine* 

What spirit, worse than Ganganelli'sr rage. 

Has clapped these columns ou uur fathers* bones ! 

He but suf^messed them, but tliese men engage 
To keep tfaem^ dow« with pyvaoiids of stones. 

Fear not, ye ni«rchaiitB, our Exchange is o*er. 

No friar here will »bew his nose at noon ; 
And your fat pillars let their ghosts no more 

** Revisit .e'ea the glimpses of the moon." 

But, oh ! what horror smites my frantie soul, 
Aa through this chapel, mad with grief, I range : 

A priv£(t« theatre I a devil's hole ! 
For Jestt's boose a damnable Exchange ! 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



458 APPEKDIXw 

When learned eldeis, to astonished eanr^ 

Expounded truths with energy divine: 
Lo ! cnt and dried, a Harlequi;i appears* 

With slippeised Pantaloon and Columbine ! 

Ah ! stage-struck * * * *^ th j th^ric tast^ 
Hath spread a rain in these sacred shrines ; 

How is our worship by thy rigs disgraced, 
Our solemn farces by thy pantomimes ! 

Thy school will prosper ; — men are prone to ill. 

And h/ere hare only native parts to shew : 
Clowns, fools, and coxcombs, will attend thee still. 

And Shylock's haunt thee from the mart below ! 

But why to England send for married dames, 
<< To strat and fret their hour upon the stage ;" 

Our holy order burned with purer flames. 
Virgins alone allayed our amorous rage. 

Oh could thy spirit. Saint Ignatius, come ! 

Could'st thou but rise, and in these ruins range ! 
Ah ! there's no spirit here, save Jackson's ram. 

Within these walls nought rises but th* exchange. 

Couldst thou but see these motley waSs display 
Their hieroglyphics, like a urammy^s shell. 

Here " Venus bathing;" — there — the next new play-— 
There-^awyeiB threatening butchor rogues with heUf 

What rogues men are, you newspapers confess. 

In wooden jackets pilloried around : 
V/ hen padlocks guard the freedom of the press. 

They'll shortly chain the tables to the ground. 

Hark ! what mad cries a golden age declare ! 

<< Cabal ! cab ! cab !" from lip to lip resounds, 
** Come on, come on, behold our nerves of War, 
** We've scraped together,— twenty tpousand pounds ! ! I 
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Oh mighty sum ! Oh wonderful supply ! 

Hide your diminished heads ye six stnall stars ! 
A squad's prepared to drink your market dry, 
. And thrust their fingers through your golden hars. 

And hark ! a sheep-bell calls the gazing flock 
With tiny tingling tripping down a string ! 

Their noses, high in air, the quidnuncs cock. 
Tranced iu sweet sounds of tingle-tingle-ting ! 

See, see ! on little wheels a neat tin box 

Comes gently sliding down the trembling twine; 

The infant telegraph a hand unlocks. 

Out pops a young gazette, in one short line. 

A packet, convoy, or at least a sloop, 

The magic characters will now unfold. 
Oh horrid blank ! the disappointed ^oup 

" In vista— nulla," stung with rage, behold. 

To Vetch more news, like blessings, from above. 
The little box goes jingling up the string. 

Oh ! that in Malta I should live to' prove 

That factors run, like gottts, at ting-ting-^tidg ! 

Oh my prophetic soul ! the solemn bell, 

That to our churchTracc rotfgregations drew, ' 

Now drives the unholy raM)ie with its knell. 

Warning well known to Christian, Turk and Jew ! 

For him, who quizzing this strange masquerade. 
Hints in these lines^at things which you see ckar, 

If chance you wish t« know of what he's made. 
He's not a nobU^ bat a private here / 
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460 APPE^^DIX. 



EPITAPH. 

Here rests bis bead> upon his mother's lap, 
• (Old mother* Earth,) one ^to himself well known ; 
And now he^s dead, if any wear his cs^, 
Andfind«it fit them, it is their's alone. 

A. B.C. 



\ THE ENI>. 






S, Oillet, Friater, Crown-court, Fleet-street, London. 
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tti bottegalo fa pbrtato Via ptv 200 lik 
H salumi; ad uu ifaerijiiio di borgo ile|li 
Llbi2i per 670 li^ ^i ^dtfk- iJi un m4 
:olaio di tia della Vigna Vacdhia |fen 
.40 lire at pelll; ad una fo^eitfera phei 
ibiCa all'albepgo del Nord, un inelailfo- 
»e iM brillanti; al bamerieye del ionte 
^'owoxiibro5al lit sdmma Hi iOO tirh; iku 
'atrto ilel palazto Papkfafa fibtirattb qh 
appeto. 

> Vedete «te la liAtera 'i ^febartanw 
niiga e ehe \lofyrebbe dar da'pedkre's^*.^ 
tfamelite al goVerrifc il <iiaal& el ostftta a 
enere in l^frdnze nil ntiiiiero di gu^^ 
li eicnreeza iosufflciente a Ilisimp^gniiVe 
gravfeWihi sirviEi cbe ibire^bWo ee^ 
art loi^o iflditl il V 



Bolog'iia. — jLa isottoscriz^ 
lonmnento ai martiri di Mestti^na, 8cr|^^ | 
x Voce del Pc^qlOydk queet' ora bi^ 4|i4 
ttenuto ji^ologna on numero di ad^* 
ioni qaasi dieci Tolte mfl^giore di queUe 
rocacciate pel monamento a liOigi N4* 
oleaoet Eh si che qnesta eottoscrizlQne 
X inaugnrata tra noi nientsmeno che 
on Totferta del prefetto delta proTincial 
.^ — ■ ■ ■ . ■ I , - 

Ancona* -* Alia sezione d'accnefi fn 
ortisito il proeessb contro grimpntati pb- 
tici. Si crede che sabato la eeiione d*ae> 
Ilea potrJt pronnnciare la ena deoisiooe* 

^I'imnut^afi honn/\ AhiAflta la liberty 
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